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The parish of Scarning is widespread, encompassing almost four thousand acres of land. 
Within its borders it contains a variety of landscapes, ranging from water meadow and fen to 
hidden copse and dark spinney, sheltered tracks and secluded streams. It is a rural parish, 
though its proximity to the market town of East Dereham has sometimes made it seem less 
so. 

The author and historian, Augustus Jessopp called it Arcadia, a poetical image of an ancient 
rustic paradise. Jessopp came to the village in 1879 after serving twenty years as Headmaster 
of the Norwich School. His friends warned that he would soon tire of rural life, but instead he 
absorbed himself in its every facet. It was Jessopp who was responsible for the construction 
of the Village Hall and for the restoration of the church in 1894. He was also at the forefront of 
the controversy that embroiled the village in 1883 when parents took their children out of the 
school for more than a year, a school 'strike' that precedes the better known events at Burston 
by more than thirty years.

Jessopp long intended to write the history of the parish, but tied down by his work as the 
village's rector, as well as his literary commitments, he never progressed further than a few 
hastily written notes. 'The difficulty,' he wrote, 'lies in determining at what point to begin.' 
Nonetheless, in a number of his books, which were sold throughout Victorian Britain, he 
chronicled many aspects of the village's history from the trials of its labouring poor to its 
distinguished school, which in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries sent large numbers 
of its pupils to university at Oxford and Cambridge. 
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of other documents. If the book has been a long time coming, it is in no small part due to the 
immense amount of information that exists about the village.
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the village, who came forward with stories of more recent times. To them, I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude. If individual stories have been omitted, it is not for want of 
trying. A book such as this, however, is naturally selective and to have included all the stories 
would in the end have detracted from the wider picture. The principal object has always been 
to present a portrait of Scarning from its early days to the current times. In writing this book I 
have therefore chosen a broad brush approach, which I hope will introduce readers to the 
many and varied aspects of our heritage. 
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In the Beginning

Archaeological evidence points to the presence of man in Scarning for over five thousand 
years. In 1912, a bronze spearhead was found deep in the soil at Potter's Fen. A little over 
twenty years later, a Neolithic adze (an axe with a curved blade) was discovered in a field 
overlooking Rushmeadow. More recent finds include a Mesolithic flint blade, a scraper for 
cleaning animal skins and a polished flint axe head. There is no proof of a permanent 
settlement, but the fertile soil and abundance of natural features preordained that it would, in 
time, become a favoured place of habitation. 

What then are the origins of Scarning as a village ? Iron Age coins have been unearthed in the 
area which date from around two thousand years ago, but this does not point to the village as a 
permanent place of occupation. The coins, as well as a brooch, which have been discovered, 
were more likely to have been buried or lost by our ancient forebears. A number of Roman 
artefacts have also been found, amongst them coins, brooches and fragments of pottery, but 
as there were Roman forts at Swanton Morley, Ashill and Saham Toney, it seems likely that 
these items and others which may still lay buried beneath the soil were discarded or lost like 
those of a previous age. 

What seems most likely is that a settlement was formed at some point between the rule of the 
Saxons and the Danes. After the withdrawal of the Romans from Britain at the beginning of 
the fifth century, new settlers arrived, first the Saxon tribesmen of northern Germany and 
then the Vikings, who hauled their longships ashore on Norfolk's shallow beaches.  The first 
settlers lived close to the sea, but driven by harsh necessity as much as an urge to explore, 
others headed inland.  Boston and Puddy in their history of Dereham noted that 'the pioneers 
who invaded this district, finding the coastal areas already occupied,' sailed inland from the 
sea and 'continued up the river Wensum, which bears an Anglo-Saxon name, meaning 
winding.'  The 'men who settled in the Dereham area,' it was suggested, 'may have come 
along the valleys of the Wensum, the Blackwater and the Scarning rivers.'

In time, a rudimentary settlement developed. As to its name, there are a number of possible 
derivations. Augustus Jessopp, for instance, who studied many aspects of the village's 
history, referred to it by the Anglo-Saxon, Skeorn's Inga, denoting the settlement of the 
family of Skeorn. The Norfolk historian, Walter Rye, on the other hand, put forward the 
suggestion that the name is Norse in origin, tracing it to the village of Skjerning in Denmark. 
It has also been suggested that the village takes its name from the Scar, a small stream that 
rises in the parish and Ing, meaning a meadow.  

What is certain is that to begin with, at least, the area was sparsely populated. When the 
Domesday Survey was taken in 1086, Scerningha, as it was written, consisted of four 
villagers and six smallholders working one and a half carucates of land. There was one 
plough-team in the demesne (the part of the land that was farmed by the lord of the manor) 
and one amongst the tenants, woodland for thirty pigs, three acres of taxable meadow and a 
mill for grinding corn. 

The land by then fell under the control of William de Warenne, who was related by marriage 
to William the Conqueror and had been rewarded for his part in the invasion with, amongst 
other possessions, one hundred and forty five parishes in Norfolk. De Warenne in turn 
granted smaller estates, or manors, to his followers, who held jurisdiction over the land and 
those who worked it.



Manorial Scarning

In the Middle Ages, there were three manor houses in the village, Drayton Hall, Northern 
Hall and Scarning Hall. The largest of these was Drayton Hall, which at one time comprised 
two hundred acres of land, forty acres of meadow, two hundred acres of pasture, sixty acres of 
woodland and two hundred of moor. The hall was moated and derived its name from a family 
which came from the village of Drayton near Norwich. In 1210, William de Draiton was lord 
of the manor. 

The lords of the manor were the ancient law givers, who were responsible both for the 
admission of tenants to the land, as well as the enforcement of bye-laws and the settlement of 
disputes. The lord might farm the land himself or he might let it to a tenant. The tenant was 
known as the firmarius or farmer. The land was let for a firm, or farm, rent.

It is impossible to know exactly how the village looked at that time, but most of its houses 
probably stood near the church, an area which bristles with natural springs and which no 
doubt was one of the reasons the first settlers had chosen it. The road would have been no 
more than a narrow track and on either side of it villagers built simple (often squalid) homes 
that were sometimes covered with turf, sometimes with thatch. Poultry would have foraged 
at the side of the road.

The mill in the village was owned by the lord of the manor and all villagers were forced to 
take their grain to it for grinding. Villagers were similarly forced to farm the land, which in 
the Middle Ages would have amounted to no more than two or three large fields, which were 
divided into strips and cultivated by individual families, although there was common 
agreement as to what crop was planted. The product of the harvest in turn was subject to a 
payment to the lord of the manor. 

The lord of the manor derived his income from the land and the manor courts. The manor 
courts stood at the heart of village life. It was at the manor courts that all kinds of fees and 
fines were determined and paid. Here the father paid a fine when his daughter married 
outside the manor or when he himself wished to live outside. Here the man who allowed his 
cattle to stray, or who cut wood without permission, was forced to recompense the court for 
his failings. The courts settled every kind of monetary payment, but also interpreted the 
custom of the manor and that unwritten law which depended on tradition and use, and which 
stretched back to a time when 'the mind of men remembereth not to the contrary.'

The manor of Drayton Hall stood near Dereham and extended into Dillington, Swanton and 
Hoe. Northern, or Northend Hall, on the other hand, stood, as its name implies, in the north of 
the parish, near the church. The family of the Skernings were ancient lords of it. In 1250, the 
estate passed to William de Wendling, who shortly afterwards founded an abbey in 
Wendling, close to the parish border with Scarning. William in turn settled on the abbot and 
his successors eighty seven acres of land, a mill and ten shillings rent, which with other lands 
made up the manors of Northend Hall and Gunton's in Scarning Parva (Little Scarning). 

At the dissolution of the monasteries in the mid sixteenth century, Henry VIII granted the 
manor of Northend Hall to Robert Hogan. Trade in manors was fluid and in 1547 it fell to 
Thomas Hoo of Burnham Overy, who at his death twenty years later passed it to his nine year 
old son, Richard, together with Long Meadow in Skarninge and 'several closes of land, 
amongst others, Brentwood close, Carrowe land, Waltham Pightle, a house next Skarninge 
church gate and a house new built called Waltham yarde.' (The names Waltham Pightle and 
Waltham yarde are derived from the ownership of land in the village by the Abbey of 



Waltham Holy Cross in Essex, while Carrowe land has its origins in the payment, or 
temporalities, made to Carrow Abbey in Norwich.)

When Richard Hoo died in June 1629, he was buried at Scarning. His marriage to Alice 
Audley of London had produced two daughters. The oldest, Elizabeth, married John Games, 
the second son of Sir John Games of Brecknock in South Wales. The couple's son, Edward, 
died before he could inherit his father's estate and is buried in Scarning Church. The estate 
instead passed to his three sisters, who later sold it to Oliver Le Neve, together with the 
impropriate rectory and the advowson of the vicarage.

In 1708, the Dean of Norwich, Humphrey Prideaux, conveyed two hundred and thirty three 
acres in Scarning and the adjoining parishes to Richard Warner of North Elmham. When 
Warner's daughter married John Conyers of Copt Hall in Essex, the manor of Northern Hall 
was subsumed into his estate, from which it passed to John Lombe of Great Melton and then 
to the Evans-Lombe family, who by the end of the Victorian era were the largest landowners 
in Scarning. 

The Evans-Lombe family also became owners of the manor of Scarning, or Skernyng, Hall. 
(The village is referred to in old documents by a number of spellings, amongst them 
Scernynge, Skerling, Skarnyng and Scherninge, while an inscription in the church records 
the death of Mark Browne, 'deceased at Scharning the fifth day of July 1693.') The manor of 
Scarning Hall was originally held by the de Fransham family. In 1597, it was purchased by 
Edmund Anguish, who was related by marriage to the Townshend family of Raynham Hall. 

When Edmund Anguish died at the age of seventy six, the manor passed to his son Richard 
and thereafter to John Repps of Mattishall. Repps, who also owned the manor of Drayton 
Hall, in turn sold it to Richard Warner, whose daughter carried it in marriage to John Conyers. 
The estate was subsequently purchased by John Lombe, the son of a Dereham clothier, who 
was born John Hase, but who in 1762 assumed his mother's maiden name on succeeding to 
the estates of his uncle, Edward Lombe. John Lombe was educated at Seckar's School in 
Scarning and in 1796, at the age of sixty five, acquired the six hundred acre Bylaugh estate, 
reputedly in settlement of a gambling debt. 

The Foundations of Faith 

The church in Scarning was built on high ground and is the product of several centuries, each 
adapting and building on the work of previous generations. The font and the nave, for 
instance, date from the thirteenth century, whereas the chancel is fourteenth century. The 
tower and the vestry equally were not added until the sixteenth century, the vestry being 
completed in 1576 by the then curate, Michael Denby, who divided it into two floors, the 
ground floor being a chapel, the room above providing him with spartan accommodation. 

A church was a reflection of its community. It was both a testament of faith and a show of 
wealth. The church at Scarning was built of flint, brick and stone, and was completed by local 
craftsmen, the rough-masons, stone cutters, carvers, layers and setters, either coming from 
the village itself or the surrounding villages. The costs of construction were mostly paid by 
the village's wealthier inhabitants. The imposing tower, for instance, was supported by 
donations from, amongst others, Robert Kyrby, who left thirteen shillings a year for six years 
from 1521, John Dykman who made the same arrangement in 1524 and Thomas Secker who 
left twenty shillings 'as the new werke goethe forwarde upon the steple.' The five bells, which 
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are said to have been cast on site by an itinerant bell founder, were later additions and were 
fitted between 1697 and 1703. (A sixth was added in 1932.) The bells are inscribed with the 
name of the founder and the year in which they were cast, for instance, 'Charles Newman 
made mee 1703.' 

The church was the focal point of the community. In the sight of God, babies were baptised, 
men and women were married and at the end of their days, which were often short, laid to 
rest. The pages of the parish register, which was started in 1538, bulge with the names of 
those who were held over the stone font and ritually dowsed with holy water in a long, 
elaborate ceremony in which the evil spirit was symbolically banished and the child anointed 
and clothed in the white chrisom of innocence. (If the child died within the month the white 
robe was used as its shroud.) An entry dated 18 January 1548, for instance, records the 
baptism of William Seckar, the son of a clergyman, who at his death in 1604 left provision for 
the founding of a Free School in the village. The birth of his older brother, Thomas, whose 
was the second name written in the parchment book, is similarly recorded, as are his other 
brothers and sisters, who numbered at least ten. 

The church was not all powerful, but the presence of God nevertheless exerted a powerful 
influence. The intervention of God was commonly seen as the means through which the sick 
were restored to good health and the presence (or absence) of God was seen in the provision 
of an abundant harvest, or its terrible counterpart. God provided solace against the terrible 
conditions in which the poor lived and for many, faith in God helped to explain the sudden 
loss of a child, or the inexplicable illness that afflicted a husband or wife. To those whose 
lives were governed by the seasons and the vagaries of fortune, the church represented 
stability and order, a belief that their lives had rhyme and reason. 



A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey 

At the start of the seventeenth century, Scarning was known, with a distinctly biblical nod, as 
'the land flowing with milk and honey,' a reference both to its fertile land, as well as the 
presence of a number of minor gentry, who owned and occupied estates in the village. In the 
chancel, for instance, an effigy of a sleeping infant, his head resting on a skull, bears 
testament to the short life of Edward Games, whose 'crvell fate' had 'robdst a dolefvll mother 
of her deare hopes within twelve howres' of his birth. (Edward's mother was Elizabeth 
Games, the oldest daughter of Richard Hoo.) A marble slab on the floor of the chancel 
similarly commemorates the life of Ann Blackhall, one of 'the young and innocent' who 'in 
death are blest' and who 'with small labor gaine eternall rest and have the privilege to rvnne 
the race that leads to heaven in a little space.' When her older brother Edward married a few 
years later he 'settled his mansion at Scarning with eighty six acres of land, his residence at 
Merton with fifty seven acres and estates at Swanton Morley, Hoe and Gorgate, containing 
one hundred and thirty seven acres.' He too was buried in the church. 

Scarning was a thriving community. In 1603, there were two hundred and twelve 
communicants, which since church attendance was compulsory gives a good indication of 
the size of the population.  The village, then as now, shared its borders with six other villages. 
The southern perimeter, near Shipdham, was marked by its border at Daffy Green, known in 
old documents as Dallwaight Greene, Dolswet Greene and Daffett Greene. To the north lay 
the common at Podmore, formerly known as Potmer, next to the stream that marks the border 
with Gressenhall. The other perimeters of the parish were at Bradenham, Wendling, 
Toftwood (marked by a track, known as the Carnser, which runs alongside Potter's Fen) and 
East Dereham, where its borders met at Vicarage Meadows and at Ruckmede, which 
translated as rough meadow, now known as Rushmeadow. 

The village was a largely self contained unit, which took care to provide for its own and to 
protect its own. In such a manner a community developed. In the seventeenth century, the 
centre of local administration was the annual Vestry Meeting, the word vestry meaning the 
governing body of a parish. At the Vestry Meeting, which was usually held on Easter 
Monday, positions within the village were divided amongst its inhabitants. The more 
important posts included that of Overseer of the Poor, who was responsible for the care of 
those who through age or infirmity were unable to work, a petty constable, whose staff 
sometimes hung on the door of his dwelling and the Surveyor of the Highways, who was 
empowered to force all villagers to work on the repair and upkeep of the parish roads for up to 
six days a year. All these officers were elected annually by their fellow villagers and were 
unpaid.

There were also a number of minor officials. The wellmaster, for instance, ensured the wells 
were kept in good repair and that the water supply was uninterrupted. (The importance of the 
water supply is reflected in the Manor Court Books of Scarning Hall. In 1585, for instance, 
Michael Denby, by then parish rector, was hauled before the court 'for not clearing the 
watercourse by common way leading from Dolswet greene to Scarning Church'.) The 
hogringer patrolled the commons to ensure that all swine had rings in their noses to prevent 
them rooting up the turf. (Fines were imposed on the owners of those animals which did not.) 
The neatherd minded the cattle and prevented them straying on to the highways, the pinder 
impounded stray animals and the scavenger removed the refuse from the side of the road. 

A number of houses in the village still standing (and much altered) can be dated to around this 
time. The oldest of these is Old Hall Farm on Watery Lane, whose origins are believed to be 



Park Farm

late medieval, but whose ambitious owner redesigned it in the seventeenth century to 
incorporate more modern features. Park Farm, at the end of Watlings Lane, too is a late 
medieval house, which was substantially remodeled and extended in the seventeenth 
century. Railway Farm on Fen Road and the timber-framed Scarning Dale, formerly Dale 
Farm, were also in existence in the seventeenth century. A rectory too had been built and was 
surrounded by a deep moat over which a drawbridge led to the church. The rectory had its 
own barn stable, hay house, orchard and garden.

Scarning was also one of the few villages in Norfolk to have its own school. 

While the World Endure 

When William Seckar died in the autumn of 1604, he left provisions in his will for the 
establishment of a Free School in Scarning. The school, he wrote, was to remain in the village 
'while the world endure.’

Seckar was a yeoman. In 1604, he was fifty six. It is clear from his language that when he 
wrote his will he was aware of his impending death, noting that while he was 'of whole mind 
and perfect remembrance,' he had been 'justly visited with sickness for my sinne.' As was 
customary, the will was written in the name of God and was as much a testament of his faith 
as a document disposing of his goods and chattels. 

'First I bequeath my soul into the hands of Almighty God, trusting only to be saved by the 
death and passion of Jesus Christ,' he wrote, 'and my body I committ to the earth to be buried 
in the church or churchyard of Scarning, or else wheresoever it shall please God to call me.'

Seckar had done well for himself. In his will he bequeathed to his wife a house and seventy 
acres of land which he had recently purchased in the parish. It was this land which would 



form the basis of the school's endowment. The land was left to his wife 'during her natural 
life.' Thereafter, it was to pass to seven named trustees, two of who were at his bedside in his 
final hours and who together with their heirs were charged with the task of establishing and 
maintaining the school. 

What prompted him to propose the idea of a school has not been documented, but it is 
possible to speculate. There were certainly a number of schools in Norfolk at the time, 
particularly in the county's ancient market towns. A Grammar School had been opened in 
Aylsham, for instance, in 1530, Holt in 1555, Thetford in 1567. There were similarly long 
standing schools in Great Yarmouth, Cromer, Wymondham, King's Lynn and Norwich. 
Significantly, the market town of East Dereham possessed no such establishment. 

Education was equated with enterprise. In 1604, the year William Seckar died, Sir William 
Paston founded a school in North Walsham to educate the young 'in good manners, learning 
and the true fear, service and worship of Almighty God, whereby they might become good 
and profitable members of the Church and the Commonwealth.' Education was also tied to 
the tenets of religion. There was no defined system of schooling in England, nor was 
education compulsory, but it was hoped that through the inculcation of christian propriety the 
poor would be encouraged to lead useful and productive lives, thereby reducing crime, sloth, 
poverty and beggary. The lower classes were not expected to rise above their station, but the 
ability to recite the Lord's Prayer, the Creed and the Commandments - and more specifically 
to read the Gospels, 'the source of all true knowledge' - was intended to produce ranks of well 
regimented, God fearing children, who would be encouraged 'to do their duty in that state of 
life to which it shall please God to call them.'

The link between education and religion was long standing. In many a church porch the 
children of poorer families had for generations been taught simple moral precepts and 
biblical injunctions, as well as elementary reading and writing. The academic and the 
ecclesiastical were thus maintained in close alliance, helping to ensure that if God's word did 
not make it into a child's right ear it certainly made it into the left. At Scarning, Michael 
Denby, who was rector from 1583 to 1595, educated children to such a high standard that a 
number of the better off among them entered Caius College, Cambridge. The presence of this 
informal school might well have been one of the reasons William Seckar chose to found a 
Free School in the village. 

Education, nonetheless, was a cleft stick. Whilst an education in its widest sense was 
encouraged in the sons of the well to do, the response to the children of poorer families was 
more limited. At a time when labour was cheap and lives no less so, many of the nation's 
landowners worried that an education would render children unfit for their proper function as 
servants and labourers, the biblical beasts of burden who were fit to till the soil, but not to 
cultivate their minds. At the same time, the parents of poorer children were often equally 
concerned that time spent at school was time wasted when it deprived them of much needed 
earnings at home. Ideas had no place at the plough and when it came to learning the poor 
often preferred to hand on their skills through practical experience rather than placing their 
children in the hands of other masters. A little learning, it seemed, was not a good thing.

William Seckar left no statutes for the governance of the school, but he was clear in his 
instructions that it should be a Free School, which broadly speaking was intended for 
teaching children across a wide spectrum, regardless of social status. As such, it was to be 
open to the sons of labourers no less than to the sons of clergymen, men of trade and the local 
gentry. 



The school's beginnings, however, were far from simple. 

On 1 November 1604, William Seckar was buried in the churchyard at Scarning, his body 
wrapped in a winding sheet, his head pointed eastward, his face placed upward to meet the 
angel on the Day of Resurrection. Worldly goods were of no use in a life to come and so he 
had dispensed with his possessions, leaving the bulk of his 'houses, lands and tenements' to 
his wife, Alice, as well as a house to his mother, together with 'one acre of meadow lying in 
Skarningfield.'

In writing his will, his first thought had been for his wife, but while she might well have been 
present at his graveside, Alice's first thought does not appear to have been for him. On 3 
December 1604, scarcely a month after her husband's death, she married for a second time, 
scrawling her name in the parish register alongside that of Peter Barker, a Norwich alderman. 
There was, it seems, no time to lose. When Peter Barker died in December 1608, Alice took a 
third husband a month after he was put in the hard, wintry ground.

The opening of the school was dependent on Alice's demise, but she would live another thirty 
years, some at least without a husband. When her third husband, John Wright, died in the 
winter of 1622 she seems to have decided that she and marriage were perhaps ill suited. She 
certainly did not need a husband to look after her financially. Two decades after William's 
death, the land he had left her for her lifetime and which was designated for the school's 
endowment was valued at £600.

Alice Seckar died in September 1638 and was buried in the churchyard at Scarning, although 
alongside which of her husbands is not recorded. At the Michaelmas following her death, in 
accordance with William's will, title to the school's land and the house that went with it 
passed to the three surviving trustees, Thomas Baxter, Henry Penton and John Anger. The 
trustees in turn appointed a clergyman, Samuel Harris, as Master of the Free School. 



The school had started, or so it appeared, but at an inquisition held in Norwich Castle on 15 
April 1640, it was claimed that John Anger, 'being decayed in his own estate,' had taken 
possession of the school and its land to the 'great hindrance and impediment' of the 
schoolmaster. Anger was accused of ploughing and tilling thirty acres of the school's land and 
keeping cattle on the remainder. He was also accused of pocketing the rent from the land and 
cutting down so much timber that sufficient was not left for repairs. 

Anger was summarily dismissed as a trustee and it was held that the rent from the land should 
be applied at all times to its repair and maintenance, as well as to the maintenance of the 
school. The decree was finally executed in the summer of 1645. In the meantime, the troubles 
at the school persisted. When Samuel Harris died in 1641 he was succeeded by Astius Ives, 
who came from a family of teachers and like Harris was a clergyman. Ives, however, appears 
to have served no more than a few months at the school. The lack of income from the school's 
land and the 'hindrance and impediment' to the Master was enough to try the patience of even 
the most saintly man of God. All, it seems, was not well.

In 1643, two years after the death of Samuel Harris, Robert Bretton, the thirty six old son of a 
clergyman and himself a man of the cloth, was appointed Master of the school. After the 
debacle over the school's land, Bretton was no doubt keen to make his mark. He was well 
qualified. A product of Caius College, Cambridge, he had been Master of the school in 
Saham Toney for two years and like his predecessors came to Scarning with a Master of Arts 
degree under his belt. His father had held the living at Great Fransham and his older brother 
was vicar at East Dereham. A life devoted to God's holy works had not so much beckoned 
him as coursed through his veins. He was also married to the daughter of one of Scarning's 
wealthier inhabitants, Mary Benyngton and presumably came highly recommended.  

Bretton appears to have brought a temporary measure of stability to the school. In November 
1644, the remaining trustee, Henry Penton, assigned the schoolhouse to him for his 'natural 
life' on the understanding that he would 'teach the said school or cause it to be sufficiently 
taught.' The assignment was a measure of the trust placed in him and was done so that he 
might 'better receive and take the profits' from the school. Three years later, Penton conveyed 
the school estate to himself and six other trustees, amongst them Bretton's son, William. The 
trustees, in accordance with Seckar's wishes, were all inhabitants of Scarning. 

Robert Bretton's close affinity with those appointed to look after the school no doubt stood 
him in good stead and he would devote the next ten years of his life to the school. In that time 
it is clear that the classes, both in a social sense as well as educational, were taught together in 
the same room and the same manner. The appointment of the school's trustees and the manner 
in which the children were educated were therefore very much in line with Seckar's 
intentions. In later years, villagers would fight to protect their school from outsiders and 
'forreyners,' but it seems that to begin with at least the well to do and the less well off existed 
in relative harmony.   

When Bretton resigned the mastership in 1653 (he later became parish rector) he was 
succeeded by John Burton, who similarly stuck to the spirit, if not the intention, of the 
school's founder, offering his wealthier pupils a progressive, christian classical curriculum, 
while employing two ushers (or submasters) to teach the village children to read and write. At 
twenty four, Burton was a comparatively young man and he brought a new sense of flair to 
the school. The son of a plasterer from Gretton in Northamptonshire, he had been educated at 
Uppingham and Caius College. Unlike his predecessors at Scarning, he was not under holy 
orders, a distinct advantage, it seems, as it meant he was able to concentrate his attention 



solely on the school and not be sidetracked seeking opportunities for preferment within the 
church. Burton was a prodigious talent. In 1650, at the age of twenty one, he had been 
appointed Master of the Cathedral School in Ely and three years later he moved into the 
schoolhouse at Scarning (Alice Seckar's former home) living, like a shopkeeper, above the 
premises

The fame and reputation of the Master had a considerable effect on the number of pupils 
entering a school. Burton presided over a school of around fifty pupils, of whom twenty were 
boarders. The school's growing reputation was perhaps one of the reasons that a school which 
opened in Dereham in 1633 was abandoned thirty years later when it failed to attract 
sufficient funds. By then Burton's policies were well established and those seeking a solid 
education for their sons might well have preferred the more congenial surrounds of Scarning 
with its widening skies to the dirt and grime of Dereham, which until the mid eighteenth 
century was known as 'the dirtiest town' in Norfolk. In his time at Scarning, Robert Bretton 
had sent one boy to university. Burton, by contrast, sent more than thirty boys to Caius 
College, Cambridge and innumerable others to colleges at both Oxford and Cambridge. 

Burton appears to have set down roots in Scarning. A son, William, was born in February 
1658 and was followed by three more sons, at least two of whom attended the school. In 
1667, when he was invited to become Master of the Free School in Great Yarmouth, he 
refused at the request of the trustees at Scarning, as well as its inhabitants. He also purchased 
land in the parish. The school, however, could not retain his talents indefinitely and ten years 
later he accepted the post of Headmaster at Norwich Grammar School. He nonetheless 
retained a sentimental attachment to Scarning and at his death in July 1699, at the age of 
seventy, he was buried in the parish church, his remains placed under a black marble slab in 
the floor of the nave.

Burton had devoted twenty four years of his life to the school, building it into an 
establishment that was the toast of the county, but his reign at Scarning would end in the 
manner in which the school had begun - under legal proceedings. In December 1677, three of 
the school's trustees filed a bill in Chancery against the other four, claiming that Burton's 
replacement, was 'a person very unfit to be schoolmaster.' 

When Burton left for Norwich, his nominated successor was Thomas Brett, who for four 
years had served as one of his ushers. Brett was also curate of Little Fransham. Born in the 
neighbouring village of Wendling in the summer of 1649, he had attended Corpus Christi 
from the age of eighteen and left with an MA. When he started at Seckar's School he was 
twenty four. His father, Robert, was one of the school's trustees and he was related by 
marriage to Robert Bretton, the school's former Master. (Bretton's wife, Mary Benyngton, 
had formerly been married to Robert Brett's father.)

The defendants, who included Brett's father, Robert and his half brother, William Bretton 
claimed that Brett had been recommended to them by John Burton. However, in a stinging 
rebuke one of their fellow trustees, Robert Seckar, insisted that Brett and Bretton had offered 
him 'great rewards' if he would join with them in electing him as Master. The nature of the 
rewards was not stipulated, but the suggestion was that Robert Brett was so determined to 
secure his son's future that a backhander did not seem out of place. William Bretton was 
similarly not averse to some form of underhand arrangement. With fifty or so pupils on the 
books, twenty of them paying for their board, the school had become a profitable business.  

At a Commission held at the King's Head in St Peter Mancroft, Norwich, on 9 April 1678, 



Thomas Brett was publicly described as being 'crazy and distempered in his brain' and 'a 
negligent and idle person, much given to drinking.' At the same time, the three trustees who 
had brought the case insisted that several of their number had not been chosen according to 
the founder's intent, namely that they should be 'substantial men such as have estates in 
Scarning.' The attack was therefore twin edged and designed not only to oust Brett, but with 
him less desirable trustees, in particular William Bretton, who in evidence to the 
Commission was described as a journeyman weaver from East Dereham and thus decidedly 
not of the calibre necessary to allow him to stand as a trustee. 

The verdict, when it came, was in two parts. With regard to the trustees, the court, in a direct 
snub to William Bretton, ordered the defendants to 'fill up the trust with proper persons,' in 
other words those of suitable rank and residence. The decision regarding the appointment of 
Thomas Brett was more complex. In evidence to the Commission it transpired that the 
inhabitants of Scarning believed that his fellow usher, Clarke, was a more suitable candidate. 
The Commission therefore had to decide who stood to benefit the school most, Clarke, who 
had diligently tutored the sons of the villagers, or Brett, whose own father, according to the 
evidence, was so uncertain of his son's abilities that he had felt the need to shore up his 
appointment through bribery and coercion. The Commission, unable to decide, referred the 
matter to the Bishop of Norwich. 

In 1662, the Act of Conformity had forced all clergymen, schoolmasters, dons and tutors to 
subscribe to a declaration expressing their conformity to the Book of Common Prayer. Under 
the terms of the act no schoolmaster was allowed to teach without a licence. Those who did 
faced three months imprisonment and a fine for any subsequent offence of five pounds. This 
peering into men's lives was designed to keep out religious dissenters. It also allowed the 
Church to maintain a level of control over the ideas that went into the heads of the young. 
When the word of God was spread it had, decidedly, to be the right word. A letter to his 
bishops, written in 1665, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 'concerning schoolmasters and 
instructors of youth' ordered ministers to find out if teachers regularly attended church and 
encouraged pupils to do the same. Those charged with the delicate task of educating the 
nation's youth were thus subject to the scrutiny of their peers and it was this knowledge on 
which the Commission called when it referred the final say in Brett's future to the Bishop. 

The Bishop was both cautious and conclusive in his response. Whilst he acknowledged that 
Thomas Brett was 'a person unknown to me,' he added that 'I am informed by the 
neighbouring ministers to the said town of Scarning that the said Brett is a fitt person to be 
schoolmaster of the said free school and to have the education of children there.' The Bishop 
thus relied on his men on the ground, his foot soldiers, who saw in one of their own less of the 
drinker, less of the deranged mind, less of the 'violent and illiterate' usher and curate, who 
whilst charged with the godly possession of souls nonetheless felt compelled to beat and 
cajole those put under his care.

In the spring of 1678 Brett was confirmed as Master and soon after took up his post at the 
school. Brett had won the day, but if there were those who believed that the school would 
return to its old ways then such thoughts were soon dispelled. In October 1682, William 
Bretton, whose crime had been to offer a biblical forty pieces of silver and Robert Seckar, 
who had steadfastly refused it, surrendered their interest in the school's land to the more 
august figures of Edward Blackhall, John and Edward Batch, James Goodson, Reppes 
Browne and Edmund Nelson, who less than twenty years earlier had purchased an estate in 
Scarning. 



At the same time Thomas Brett made a fundamental change to the school that would mark a 
complete reversal of his fortunes. Brett looked past the hindrance of Seckar's intentions and 
saw a world that was bright with promise. He reasoned that men would pay through the nose 
for their son's education and given that simple fact he steadily discouraged the entrance of 
poorer, non paying children into the school. The balance shifted and those who had once been 
educated side by side were parted, never to come back together.  

The appointment of Thomas Brett marked a sea change in how the school derived its pupils 
and in the century that followed it would educate fewer and fewer free scholars, 
concentrating instead on the fee paying sons of the well to do. It was a decision that would 
have widespread consequences and it was a decision that would be the making of the school. 
Without it, Seckar's School might well have languished in the backwaters of educational 
history as one of the many schools that provided a capable education and little more. As it 
was, it would become a school of high repute, attracting Masters from around the country, 
who in turn drew the sons of the well to do into its educational portals in ever increasing 
numbers. 

The school's beginnings were clouded by disagreement and discord, but from it would come 
an establishment that would rank amongst the most eminent in the county.



Village Life in the Eighteenth Century

At the end of the eighteenth century, most of Norfolk's population lived and worked in the 
countryside. In 1799, the population of Scarning was four hundred and thirty four. Villagers 
included a blacksmith, a wheelwright, a publican and a bricklayer, but by far the greater 
number of its inhabitants worked the land. The land and the seasons dominated their lives. In 
the absence of machinery, villagers worked from dawn to dusk in winter and at harvest time 
from five o'clock in the morning to nine or ten o'clock at night. All the work was done by 
hand. The hay was cut with a scythe, wheat with a sickle. The grain was hand-flailed and 
women and children bound the sheaves and built the stooks.

The lives of villagers were hard. Most lived in conditions of intense squalor. In 1801, when 
the first census was taken, it was recorded that the village contained 'fifty five inhabited 
houses, occupied by seventy five families.' The image of a pastoral idyll so beloved of the 
poetic middle class concealed the true nature of their lives. The poor huddled together in 
cold, dimly lit cottages. There was little privacy and few facilities. Wood for fires was 
collected off the common land and water came from streams, or one of the wells near the 
church.

The poor led a hand to mouth existence. A typical labouring family had little money to spare 
and owned few possessions. The main causes of poverty were large families, low or irregular 
earnings, widowhood, sickness and old age. Villagers supplemented their income by work 
such as ditching and hedging, which were paid at piecework rates. Haymaking similarly 
increased a labourer's income, as did allowances in kind, such as the provision of beer at 
harvest time, meals in the farmhouse or a rent free cottage. (A number of tied cottages can 
still be found in the village. There are two, for instance, near Park Farm, others near Manor 
Farm and Lawrence Farm.) The earnings of a family were also increased by the work of 
women and children, particularly at harvest time. 

Scarning was an 'open' parish, which meant that the ownership of its land was widely spread, 
as opposed to a 'closed' parish where ownership was concentrated in the hands of one or two 
large landowners. In 1812, when Robert Corby prepared a survey of the village for the last of 
the enclosures, the owners of its land included Sir John Lombe, who held around a thousand 
acres, Sir Richard Jodrell of Salle Park, who owned eighty four acres around Watery Lane, 
Oxford College, the Countess of Essex, Reverend Colby Bullock, the rector of Shipdham, 
whose holdings extended to ninety four acres, much of it near the border between the two 
parishes, Scarning School and Scarning Church. 
 
There was no resident squire in the village and according to Jessopp 'the outlying hamlets 
must have been very 'shy neighbourhoods, inhabited by a more or less lawless set, who lived 
in a strangely free and unmolested way.' At Daffy Green, he wrote, 'there was a tumble-down 
house, which has only fallen into ruin of late years, and here poachers and thieves and gypsies 
and other rogues used to drop in all night long,' paying for their beer with 'an old hare and 
sometimes a share of other plunder.' As if to emphasise the point, he added that 'there was a 
cage just outside Scarning, but lying in the parish of Dereham in which offenders were 
locked up for the night, and the stocks and pillory, or whipping post, stood outside our 
churchyard.' 

The lives of villagers were simple, but there was still ample scope for fun and games. In 1741, 



for instance, a boy named Billy Barlow locked the parson in the church and tossed the key 
into the moat of the nearby rectory. The parson, who had come to the village to be instituted 
into the rectory, never 'put in an appearance here again for the rest of his life.' Villagers played 
skittles and a game called camp-ball, which according to Jessopp was 'by all accounts a rough 
game - something like football' and which in the absence of a village green was played on the 
high road, 'with much shouting and roaring and laughing and sometimes fighting.'  

There were dances on the meadows and what Jessopp called 'rough merrymakings.' Villagers 
would have gone to the Black Horse Inn, near the church, which became famous for its 
continual bare-knuckle boxing bouts, which were 'carried on with the most brutal ferocity' 
and in which 'kicking was very frequently part of the game.' There were stables behind the 
inn and fights often took place in the yard with 'as many as five couples mauling one another 
in a single week.' 

The annual tithe dinner, which was held in the Black Horse, was similarly an occasion at 
which villagers 'jested and capered, sang and shouted.' The rector hosted the dinner and 
shared the expense with his fellow incumbent. At the start of the nineteenth century, 
Reverend Philip Du Val Aufrere was the parish rector. When the tithepayers had eaten and 
drunk 'enough to be quite good for them,' as Jessopp put it, he would be called on for a song. 
The song was called The Tithe Pig. It was a long song and when he had finished to 'vociferous 
applause,' he would toss a guinea on the table and discreetly retire 'from the assembly of 
roisterers, leaving them to spend the guinea as they pleased.'  

The countryside was no rural idyll. It was nevertheless home to most of the nation's fast rising 
population. As such, it was woven into the very fabric of the nation. 'God made the country 
and man made the town,' wrote the poet William Cowper, pinning his colours firmly to the 
rural mast. The lives of villagers were hard, but the bonds of friendship that developed 
between families and the shared experience of working the land would unite the village for 
many years to come. 

Trollop's Folly

In the Elders of Arcady, Augustus Jessopp related the tale of Trollop's Folly. Trollop's Folly 
was a house built on a turntable. The house was built by Brightmore Trollop, who settled in 
Scarning in about 1750. Trollop had made his fortune as a wood carver and used it to 
purchase a one hundred acre farm on the Podmore side of the village. Jessopp recounts how 
he laid out a garden about a quarter of a mile from his house and within it set out a labyrinth 
with 'gravel walks going all sorts of ways' and a small lake. In the middle of 'this earthly 
paradise' he built a round house that was full of 'all sorts of curious things' that he had 
collected over the years. The house had one door and one window, and could be turned on its 
axis, so that in the blink of an eye front became back.

In time, Trollop's 'palace and park' acquired 'a very wide reknown' and people used to come 
from miles around to visit it. Brightmore Trollop, it seems, possessed a wry sense of humour. 
In the fading light of a summer's evening, unsuspecting visitors might head to the house 
across the fields. Trollop, on hearing their approach, would spin the house, so that by the time 
they reached it there was no front door in sight. On other occasions, when visitors came to 
leave, they would hear a low, creaking sound and instead of heading out of the front door they 
would find themselves facing the 'wide and fathomless depth' of the lake.



Brightmore Trollop died in March 1802 and was buried in the village churchyard next to the 
vestry. A cartouche on his tombstone, partly flaked away, shows a church and a cross on top 
of a hill. According to Jessopp, 'some of his handiwork and many of the trees he had planted 
appear to have remained for people to stare at and talk about till the railway ran through or 
near the Folly' in the mid nineteenth century. In the end, the fate of Trollop's Folly was as 
Trollop himself had prophesied when he carved on it

'When I'm dead and come no more
This place will be as 'twas afore.' 

The Turnpike Road

In 1769, the journalist and farmer Arthur Young wrote of Norfolk's roads that he knew 'not 
one mile of excellent road in the whole county.' The road through Scarning at that time was 
rutted and pitted. In some places villagers laid stones on the surface, but these soon sank 
under the constant weight of cart and carriage. The wheels of vehicles similarly left tracks in 
the road that deepened under heavy use and turned into muddy quagmires when it rained.

The appointment of Highway Surveyors to oversee the maintenance of the road had proved 
to be no more than a temporary solution. As Surveyors were not paid and could be fined for 
negligence, the post was often grudgingly accepted. The conscription of villagers, who 
lacked both technical knowledge and enthusiasm for the task, contributed to the difficulties. 
The result was that the upkeep of the road was severely inadequate.

The solution was the creation of a turnpike trust. In 1768, a trust was created to improve and 
maintain the road between Norwich and Swaffham. A total of £2,000 was subscribed, of 
which £1,550 came from local landowners and £500 from a Norwich staymaker. The cost of 
maintaining the road came from the collection of tolls and at designated intervals on the road 
the trustees erected turnpikes, or Gates, at which the toll was paid.



The road opened in 1770 and at Scarning Gate, close to the parish border with Dereham, a toll 
house was erected, with its own small garden. The charge for every 'horse, mule or other 
beast, laden or unladen' passing through the village was a penny. A horse and cart was 
charged at twopence, a coach and six horses, a shilling. There were a few exceptions, such as 
funerals and worshippers heading to church or chapel, but by and large all those using the 
road made some sort of payment.  

A Flourishing and Famous County Grammar School

In the eighteenth century, Seckar's School became the domain of the well to do. When 
Thomas Brett died in 1691, he was succeeded as Master by Reverend Benjamin Lane, whose 
time at the school seems to have been altogether less fraught. The litigation and argument 
ceased, at least publicly and the school's roster filled with the names of the sons of the fee 
paying middle class. 

The school settled into a period of calm. In 1722, Reverend Lane resigned as Master and was 
replaced by his son, Benjamin. The rule of the Lanes, however, would turn out to be a serene 
lull before a tempestuous storm. In 1732, the younger Benjamin Lane died at the age of thirty 
two and was buried alongside his wife, the former Helen Halcott, in the floor of the nave at 
Scarning. In the wake of his death, his father was invited to return to the school, a role which 
he undertook until a more permanent successor was found. He would remain back in post for 
a little under a year until the appointment in February 1733 of Joseph Brett, whose term in 
office would turn out to be one of the most turbulent in the school's long history.

Brett became notorious, both for the quality of his teaching and for the manner in which he 
disciplined his pupils. The son of a clergyman and grandson of a weaver, he was born in 
Norwich in 1700. At the age of seventeen he entered Caius College and four years later 
became an usher at the Perse School in Cambridge. In 1722, he was appointed Master of 
Wymondham School and in 1733 was 'invited and elected' by the trustees at Scarning to take 
over the mastership of the school. He would also serve the parish as its curate. 

One in a long line of merciless floggers, Brett was firmly from the spare the rod and spoil the 
child school of thought, but whilst by modern standards his treatment of his pupils might 
seem excessive, in his day it was not unusual. The eighteenth century was a merciless time. In 
the eighteenth century, the rich and the poor engaged in all manner of brutal sports from cock-
fighting to bare-knuckle boxing. Felons were publicly whipped, servants were cuffed and 
kicked, horses flogged, beggars thrashed. A schoolmaster was expected to be 'severe in his 
government' and to 'keep his scholars in awe and good order,' which by and large meant 
beating them at will. The odd beating, after all, was no less unwarranted when it came to a 
stubborn child as it was to an ox at the plough or a horse with the devil in its eye.

Brett's pupils endured his brutal nature in varying degrees. John Fenn, who attended the 
school in the last years of Brett's tenure, took a balanced view, writing that 'this gentleman 
was an agreeable and cheerful companion amongst his friends, but in his school gave way to 
a moroseness of disposition too nearly allied to ill nature, and though he could not in general 
be called a severe Master, yet amongst his scholars his looks and manner were terrifying.' 
Brett's 'moroseness of disposition,' according to Fenn, meant that 'his scholars during their 
years of education conceived such a dislike to him as rarely to respect him when they became 
men. To boys whose capacities were quick he was a good Master, but dullness did not suit his 
impatient tempers.' 



The threat of a beating undoubtedly proved a powerful stimulus to some pupils. In others it 
had the opposite effect. One of those who suffered at Brett's hands was Charles North, the 
scion of an eminent Norfolk family. According to the school register, North 'twice set fire to 
the School House,' no doubt in the hope that by burning it down he would no longer have to 
endure Brett's means of correction. Brett also brought out the worst in the future Lord 
Chancellor, Edward Thurlow, who developed 'a lifelong hatred' of him. Thurlow and Brett 

The Norfolk born Edward Thurlow, son of a Clergyman,was appointed
Lord Chancellor in 1778 at the direct request of King George III.  At his death in

1806, the Gentleman’s Magazine observed that “he was among lawyers and orators,
what his contempory Johnson was among wits and authors.”
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locked horns to such an extent that when Brett threw a slate at a small boy, knocking him 
senseless and went to fetch water to revive him, the young Thurlow reputedly told his 
classmates to let the boy die, so that the Master would hang. His antipathy did not stop there. 
A tale that might well be apocryphal relates how in later life when Brett followed Thurlow 
into a Norwich bookshop and greeted him effusively, the then young Attorney General 
looked through him. Brett, perplexed, asked if Thurlow recognised him, to which Thurlow is 
said to have responded, 'Am I bound to recollect every scoundrel who recollects me ?'

Brett, nevertheless, produced results. In a little over forty years, the Lanes had sent six pupils 
to university. Brett by contrast sent thirty two boys to Caius College alone in less than half 
that time and sixteen more to other colleges at Oxford and Cambridge. The list of his alumni 
who achieved distinction is long and impressive. His pupils included 'the sons of many of the 
principal gentlemen of Norfolk,' who went on to become respected and learned magistrates, 
divines, lawyers and physicians. He educated future Sheriffs of Norfolk, attorneys, justices 
of the peace, parsons, teachers, doctors, merchants, apothecaries and soldiers, or in the case 
of John Fenn, a noted antiquary and writer. John Hase, the son of a Dereham clothier, who 
changed his name to Lombe on succeeding to his uncle's estate, was a pupil, as was his 
brother, Edward, who in 1761 built Salle Park. Edward Thurlow attended the school for five 
years from 1742 and after university embarked on a career in the law before rising to 
eminence in the governments of Rockingham and Pitt. Thomas Boyce, the son of a Norwich 
brewer, became Chaplain to the Earl of Suffolk, William Armine Story, Chaplain to Lord 
Wodehouse, Samuel Story, Master of the Perse School, Cambridge. 

Brett's reputation attracted pupils to the school in significant numbers. An engraved 
prospectus set out his terms of business. Tuition was charged at six guineas a year, or 'with 
dining on whole school days,' nine guineas. Day scholars paid an entrance fee of two guineas, 
boarders five. Boarders were charged twenty guineas a year to share a double bed or twenty 
seven guineas for those who preferred the privacy of a single bed in a single room. (Boarders 
lived in what is now Old Sarum beside the school and what Jessopp described as 'a range of 
squalid, rickety buildings.') The fees for washing and mending were charged 'in proportion to 
the quantity used' and every boarder was expected to 'provide a book case in the Hall for his 
own private use.' Brett offered tuition in English, Latin and Greek, as well as private lectures 
in mathematics 'to any young gentleman designed for the University.' Tuition in writing, 
dancing and drawing was offered 'by proper Masters.'

There was a clear distinction between the fee paying sons of the well to do and the free 
scholars. In Brett's seventeen years at Scarning, a total of twenty one free scholars entered the 
school, an average of one child a year. In some years no free scholars were enrolled. The 
school was therefore dominated by fee paying children to the exclusion of the village 
children. 'I never remember more than three English Free boys during the time I was at the 
school, from Michaelmas 1748 to Michaelmas 1751,' John Fenn recalled in his short history 
of the school.      

Brett nonetheless served the school well. Fenn noted that his 'hours of school were always 
early and his attendance constant and regular; his terms were moderate and he always kept 
good and decent table for his boarders, and permitted no pecuniary exactions under any of the 
various methods now practised in many schools.' In the summer of 1748 Brett was able to 
report that 'the farm fences, out houses and dwelling house are now all in good order repair, 
and the latter has for many years past commodiously received twenty two boarders.' 

The school house had originally been built of stud, clay and plaster, with a thatched roof. 



Brett spent £261 on new roofing from 'the kitchen end to the Hall chimney, building a 
Brewhouse and Washhouse, enlarging the stable and other repairs, building the school walls, 
repairing gates, stiles and fences and in improving the lands of the farm and claying thirty 
acres of land.' In 1748, he added a large study and two lodging rooms to the school at a cost of 
£109. 

Brett strived to improve the school, but his efforts led to him being ousted as Master under the 
most inglorious circumstances. In February 1749, a Bill in Chancery was filed against him 
for having 'misapplied the revenues of the school estate in making additional, but useless, 
buildings and in neglecting the care of the Free Scholars.' He was also, for good measure, 
accused of cutting down timber and 'for being illegally appointed Master.' Accusation and 
slur muddied the already darkened waters. In the end the charges against him multiplied to a 
point at which it was impossible for him to continue as Master and in 1750, he accepted the 
living at Barnham Broom. The case against him 'was soon after discontinued' and 'each party 
paid its own costs.' 

The troubles at the school nonetheless persisted. At the height of the dispute, the trustees had 
invited Humphry Christian, the Master of the Free School at Botesdale in Suffolk to take the 
post. (Christian was married to Elizabeth Brett, the oldest daughter of Thomas Brett, the 
school's former Master.) When he declined, two of the trustees, Edmund Nelson (a relative of 
Horatio Nelson - see below) and Thomas Guyton, smartly about faced and took it upon 
themselves to award the mastership to Nicholas Clements, 'a man of inconsiderable learning 
and education,' who was prepared to accept the post at the modest salary of forty pounds a 
year. By then, the trust was in a mild state of disarray. Thomas Hoogan, who had been 
appointed a trustee in 1725, was described as 'a lunatic' and when the new Master was 
elected, another two of the trustees, Henry Spencer and John Hase, were 'absent.' Two more 
trustees were dead and no attempt had been made to replace them. 

The manner in which Clements was shoehorned into position is reminiscent of the 
appointment of Thomas Brett. It might have been that Nelson and Guyton appointed him for 
the perfectly honourable reason of returning the school to the sons of the labourers, the men 
of the field and the plough, for who it had been intended. It might equally have been that more 
sinister forces were at play. 

In 1751, Edmund Nelson and his wife, the former Anne Halcott, moved into the schoolhouse. 
Clements presumably found accommodation elsewhere. The modest fee paid to him 
reflected the standard of his teaching. Whilst Joseph Brett had offered his pupils tuition in 
Greek and Latin, Clements was capable of tutoring them in English, writing, arithmetic and 
no more. As a consequence, what the school received in return was a distinct lowering of the 
educational tone. Some pupils, such as John Fenn, remained long enough to find out that the 
rumours about Clements' standard and style of teaching were true. (Fenn was later sent to 
Botesdale under Humphry Christian.) Others were more promptly withdrawn and it seems 
that the school's roster was rapidly enlarged by pupils from the village, who far from wanting 
or needing a classical education, were more content with the basic skills with which 
Clements was able to equip them.

The appointment of Nicholas Clements was clearly a calculated act taken in the absence of 
two of the other trustees (a third, Thomas Hoogan, being of such unsound mind that his 
opinion counted for nought) but it would be ten years before John Hase and Henry Spencer 
formally lodged a complaint. In June 1760, the men filed a Bill in Chancery 'on behalf of 
themselves and the inhabitants of Scarning' against Nicholas Clements, Edmund Nelson and 



Thomas Guyton, setting out the informality of the election. 

The reason for their prolonged hesitation has not been recorded, but it is clear that the 
standard of education that Clements and his usher provided was clearly to the liking of many 
of the village's inhabitants. A letter signed on behalf of 'the principal farmers and inhabitants 
of the Parish of Scarning' in February 1761 noted that he had 'with the general consent and 
approbation of the land owners and inhabitants of the said parish' served as Master 'to the 
very great benefit of those children who have been committed to his care.' It was added that 
the village children in his care numbered between fifty and sixty, 'when in the late master's 
time not above six in the whole parish were taught.' The representatives of the villagers 
requested Samuel Rash of East Dereham to 'take all possible methods in the law or otherwise 
to protect and defend him in the said office of schoolmaster of the said school.'

In the event the case never came before a judge. The following year, on May 15, Nicholas 
Clements died and was briefly succeeded by his usher, Coe. Two weeks later, Reverend 
Robert Potter, the curate of Reymerston and a man of classical education, was appointed 
Master by Hase, Spencer and a presumably repentant Edmund Nelson. His appointment 
united the villagers, but not in the manner he might have expected. When Potter went to take 
possession of the school he was opposed by 'a tumultuous assemblage' of the villagers, who 
far from wanting another man of high education to teach their children put their support (and 
muscle) behind Coe. According to the Norwich Mercury, 'upwards of five hundred persons 
assembled together in a riotous manner, broke open the school room and kept possession by 
violence.' Not for the last time did villagers express their dissatisfaction and anger at the 
manner in which the school had been misappropriated by the well to do. 

The protest lasted several days and it was not until a local magistrate, Sir Armine Wodehouse, 
read the Riot Act that Potter was able to enter the premises, no doubt shaken by what had 
occurred and presumably given to second thoughts about accepting the post. The scenes at 
the school had not been pleasant. On Monday 20 July, 1761, three of the ringleaders were 
tried at the Assizes at Norwich Castle. Thomas Kent was charged with 'assaulting and 
threatening' Potter and for 'joining and encouraging others to behave in a riotous manner.' 
Thomas Oberland and John Coe were similarly committed for assembling 'in a riotous 
manner' and for threatening to kill the new master and burn down the schoolhouse. 

Potter, nonetheless, seems to have been determined to stick it out at the school in spite of the 
reaction his arrival had provoked. At the age of thirty nine and still a humble curate, he was in 
search of higher prizes. The mastership of the school no doubt offered him a God given 
opportunity to improve his prospects and he must have silently vowed to seize it with both 
hands. Not even the threat of a violent end could deter him. In the summer of 1761 he moved 
his meagre possessions into the schoolhouse and put his feet firmly under the school desk. 
There was a school to be run, pupils to be taught, a living to be made. 

Scarning and the Nelson Family

'My grandfather had brothers, some fixed at Dereham, others at Scarning and Mattishall,' 
Horatio Nelson's father, Edmund, recorded in his Family Historical Register. The Nelson 
family had fled to Norfolk from Lancashire in the wake of the Civil War, driven out, it was 
said, because of their staunchly Parliamentarian and Presbyterian views. The first of these to 
settle in Norfolk was Edmund's great grandfather, who was described as 'a Norwich 
manufacturer,' but who appears to have settled in Wendling. His son, William, was baptised 



in Wendling Church and at the age of twenty six married Mary Shene, the daughter of a 
gentleman from Little Dunham. The couple's first born son, Thomas, was baptised at the font 
in Scarning in the summer of 1683. 

In the late seventeenth century, the Nelson family was by no means the celebrated name it 
would later become. Indeed, it is safe to assume that were it not for the achievements and 
subsequent death of Horatio Nelson, the family would have been little known outside its 
immediate sphere of influence. Not that the Nelsons were without means. The planting of 
roots in Norfolk would be the family's making and even without the irresistible fame of its 
naval hero its members made a comfortable living. The Nelsons would rise through the 
delicate social hierarchy by the subtle entwining of commerce and religion. The family's line 
of descent is peppered by parsons and profiteers. Trade and faith; faith in trade and trade in 
faith, these were the hallmarks of a family which through marriage into one or the other 
managed to position itself as both servants of God and slaves to Mammon. 

William Nelson's marriage to Mary Shene was typical of this relationship. A staunch man of 
God, William Nelson (Horatio's great grandfather) was one of the family's many clergymen. 
Marriage into the Shene family hiked him up a notch on the social ladder, while his purchase 
of the living at Sporle, near Swaffham, enabled him to further rise through the ranks of the 
'middling class of people.' Parsons were by no means treated deferentially, but good family 
connections enabled them to dine at the tables of the better to do and helped to consolidate 
their position within the community.

William and Mary Nelson had four children. The first three children were all baptised in 
Scarning Church. The youngest, Edmund (Horatio Nelson's grandfather) was baptised at 
Little Dunham on November 4, 1693 and educated at Eton and Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge. In April 1717, he married Mary Bland, the daughter of a prosperous Cambridge 
baker, at St Botolph's Church on Aldersgate Street, London.

Edmund and Mary had eight children, several of whom died in infancy. In 1722, Edmund 
was presented to the rectory of East Bradenham and subsequently acquired the living at 
Sporle from his old school, Eton. In 1734, his father in law, John Bland, bought the patronage 
at Hilborough, south of Swaffham and Edmund was appointed the village's rector. He died in 
October 1747 and the living at Hilborough in turn passed to his son, Edmund.  

Edmund Nelson (Horatio's father) was born in East Bradenham in March 1722 and spent two 
years at Seckar's School under the mastership of Joseph Brett. One of his cousins also 
attended the school. His great grandfather, the 'Norwich manufacturer,' had married twice 
and from his first wife produced a succession of children who settled in Scarning, Wendling 
and later East Dereham. The first of these, Edmund, purchased an estate in Scarning in 1664 
and on October 3, 1682 was made a trustee of Seckar's School. 

When he stood down in June 1704, he was replaced as trustee by his son, who in the summer 
of 1688 married Mary Lane, the sister of Benjamin Lane, the sixth Master at Seckar's. 
Edmund died in 1711 and was buried in Scarning. In his will, he left his oldest son land in 
Scarning which he had purchased from Robert Seckar, Francis Seckar, Thomas Bird and 
Richard Riches, together with an annuity to his wife which was 'to be paid at or in the south 
porch of Scarning Church.' He also left land in the village to his youngest son, James, who in 
1702 married Judith Brett, one of Thomas Brett's daughters, in Scarning Church. 

Edmund Nelson's marriage to Mary Lane produced four children, who were all baptised at 



Scarning. The oldest, Edmund, was baptised on January 6, 1689 and later made his living as a 
grocer in East Dereham. He married Mary Aylmer, the daughter of a currier from the town. In 
1725, following his father's death, he became a trustee at Seckar's School. He died in April 
1740 and was buried in Dereham. In his will, he left his wife land in Scarning and Dereham. 
The executors of his estate were Henry le Strange of Gressenhall, John Browne of East 
Dereham and Joseph Brett, the Master at Seckar's School. 

The couple had six children, three boys and three girls. The oldest, Edmund, married Anne 
Halcott, one of the daughters of Matthew Halcott of Hoe Hall, near Dereham, who at the time 
of his death owned land worth an estimated £30,000, much of it in Great Fransham, 
Wendling, Bradenham and Scarning. In 1745, Edmund was appointed a trustee at Seckar's 
School and in 1751 moved into the schoolhouse with his wife. (It was this Edmund Nelson 
who was responsible for the appointment of Nicholas Clements as Master of the school.)  A 
son, Thomas, became a trustee in 1780. 

Edmund died in April 1790 at the age of sixty nine and was buried in Dereham. His younger 
brothers, James and John, became respectively a mercer and an ironmonger in East Dereham. 
His oldest sister, Mary, married James Smyth, who built Bradenham Hall, later to become the 
home of Susannah Bolton, Horatio Nelson's older sister. (Nelson himself spent some time at 
the hall with Emma Hamilton and it is said that after his death his uniforms were cleaned in a 
stream by the hall and laid over the lavender bushes to dry.) 

Edmund's younger brother, John, the ironmonger, was buried in East Dereham in 1797, aged 
sixty six. His son, Reverend John Nelson, became Chaplain to the Dowager Lady Suffield 
and in 1810 was presented to the living of Beeston-next-Mileham. The Nelsons had by then 
firmly integrated themselves into Norfolk society. The victories of the family's best known 
son elevated them onto the national stage and his death at Trafalgar in October 1805 forever 
immortalised their name in the national consciousness. 

In 1808, Reverend Nelson married the daughter of Thomas Smyth. A year later, a son, John, 
was born. Reverend Nelson died in November 1865, aged eighty. He and his wife were 
buried outside Scarning Church, as was their son, John, who became curate of Little Dunham 
and Vicar of Bradenstoke in Wiltshire. In 1873, one of John's sons married the daughter of 
Reverend Benjamin Armstrong, Dereham's celebrated vicar, the publication of whose diaries 
after his death made him a minor Norfolk celebrity. John Nelson died in 1898. 

The Trials of Reverend Beevor 

Reverend John Beevor was appointed Rector of Scarning in 1789, but his presence in the 
village would cause scandal and outrage. Beevor was born in Norwich on 17 December 
1757. His father was an eminent doctor, who ran a practice from his home at 72, St Giles and 
in 1772 became one of the first physicians at the newly built Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. 
His mother, the former Mary Russell, was the daughter of a wealthy Norwich ironmonger. 
The couple were married at St Giles Church in June 1756. Mary, who was eight years 
younger than her husband, was his second wife, his first wife having died in the summer of 
1752, six weeks after giving birth to twins. 

The marriage produced fourteen children, six of who died in infancy. The oldest, John, was 
christened at St Giles (where there remains a memorial to the family) and educated at Eton 
and Christ's College, Cambridge. In 1780, he was ordained deacon at Norwich and the 



following year he accepted the post of priest at Gloucester. In October 1781, he married 
Elizabeth Bullock, the sister of Reverend Colby Bullock, the rector of Shipdham. (Colby 
Bullock was a pupil at Seckar's School under Joseph Brett and served as rector of Shipdham 
from 1754 to 1804.)  

Scarning Church

The whiff of scandal, however, hung over the family long before John Beevor made his way 
to Scarning. Mary Beevor had given birth to fourteen children and there would long be 
suggestions that her husband had not fathered his entire brood. The suggestion was that for 
many years Mary had carried on an affair with John Hase, the Scarning educated son of a 
Dereham clothier, who on succeeding to his uncle's estate at Great Melton took the name of 
Lombe. John Lombe never married and at his death at Great Melton Hall in 1817 left his 
entire fortune to one of Mary's sons, Edward Beevor and his heirs.

In 1789, John Lombe presented John Beevor to the living at Scarning. The following year, 
thBeevor was appointed regimental chaplain to the 17  Regiment of Light Dragoons, but as the 

regiment was sent to America soon afterwards, it is likely that he paid an unbeneficed parson 
to take his place. He also paid a curate, Reverend St John Priest, to perform his duties at 
Scarning. (Priest was also Master at Seckar's School, succeeding Robert Potter, who resigned 
the post in 1789.)  

Beevor and his wife moved into the red-brick rectory beside the church. The couple were 
well regarded in the village. Elizabeth Beevor was particularly liked due to her kindness to 
the local children. In A Rustic Retrospect, Jessopp took up the tale of her unfortunate 
husband. John Beevor, he wrote, was 'a big, burly, sloppy sort of man' who had 'an enormous 
appetite and could never get enough to eat at home.' After his supper at the rectory he would 
often be driven to the George Inn in Dereham, where he would devour another huge meal. 
His appetite, it seems, was as voracious as that of his contemporary at Weston Longville, 
James Woodforde.



On 28 April, 1799, Elizabeth Beevor died at the age of forty five. It was then that her 
husband's troubles started. Elizabeth was buried on 5 May in the chancel at Scarning. 
Jessopp, who no doubt heard the tale from one of his parishioners, wrote that when her 
husband returned home after the funeral he found the kitchen fire out and no more than dry 
bread in the house. He therefore headed off to the George Inn. The following morning, 
however, when he awoke, there was still no food in the house and when he confronted the 
cook she presented him with an ultimatum. He must either marry her or she would leave him.

Under ordinary circumstances such a proposal would have meant little, but for a man of such 
gargantuan appetite it was a choice that deserved his full attention. In the eighteenth century, 
the standard of cooking was poor. 'God sends meat, but the Devil sends cooks,' a 
contemporary observed. Beevor's cook, Bridget Lee, evidently had a talent he could not 
ignore and forced to choose between a marriage of culinary convenience, or facing a 
miserable existence without her talents, he made what would turn out to be a fateful decision. 
On 6 July 1799, two months and a day after his wife was laid in her grave, the couple were 
married by Reverend Samuel Horsfall, the rector of Gressenhall. In the Parish Register, 
Beevor signed his name. Bridget Lee, who could not write, left her mark. 

Unhappily for John Beevor, the unlikely marriage met with widespread disapproval. It might 
have been out of respect for Elizabeth Beevor, or it might have been part of the backlash 
against the clergy that took place in the late eighteenth century, but Reverend Beevor soon 
found himself confronted by the full force of the villagers' anger. He was shouted at when he 
appeared at the rectory gate and abuse was hurled at him when he was out in his gig. In the end 
it became too much for him and he left Scarning, never to return. Beevor was effectively 
drummed out of the parish and the last that was heard of him was when he took up residence 
in Norwich, in a house in St Stephens, where he fixed a brass plate to his front door on which 
was inscribed his name and the title 'Rector of Scarning.'

John Beevor died on 10 October 1808 and was buried in St Giles Church. On his death, he left 
his estate to the former Bridget Lee, who outlived him by almost forty years, dying on 9 
October 1845 when she was well into her eighties. Her estate at her death was valued at less 
than twenty pounds. The amount would have been smaller had not Beevor's father, who died 
in April 1815, left her a small inheritance in his will.

There is a short postscript. In November 1802, Beevor's sister, Mary, married Philip Du Val 
Aufrere, a graduate of Pembroke College, Cambridge, who in 1808 was offered the living at 
Scarning by John Lombe. Mary Aufrere died in 1818 at the age of fifty nine and was buried in 
the chancel at Scarning, not far from Elizabeth Beevor. Her husband remained in the village 
until his death in 1848. The east window of the church was erected in his memory and that of 
his wife by their son. 

Reverend Potter and the Bluestockings

In 1789, the year that Reverend Beevor was appointed to the living at Scarning, Robert Potter 
resigned the mastership of Seckar's School. His arrival in the village, overshadowed by the 
riots at the school, had not been favourable, but his time in Scarning would nevertheless 
prove fruitful. In 1777, he published to widespread acclaim a translation of the works of the 
Greek tragedian, Aeschylus, the first to be undertaken in English. Potter by then was aged 
fifty six, with a wife and a large family to support on his meagre income as a schoolmaster. 
His translations launched him into a social whirl that he could scarcely have countenanced. 



At the London home of society hostess, Elizabeth Montagu, he mingled with the great and 
the good, among them David Garrick, Samuel Johnson and Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

Elizabeth Montagu, whose home in Berkeley Square was at the heart of London's social and 
literary life, took the 'poor curate,' as he described himself, under her wing and in 1779, she 
financed the publication of a second edition of his plays. The list of subscribers included the 
Lord Chancellor of England, Edward Thurlow, the Duke of Grafton, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Lord Godolphin, Lord Townshend and the Earl of Huntingdon. 

Potter did not seek to profit directly from his writing, but hoped to use it to win himself 
preferment within the church. In order to do so he attempted to cultivate a rich patron. After 
the success of the Tragedies of Aeschylus, he turned to translating the works of Euripides, 
which he had started a few years earlier. Mrs Montagu offered him encouragement, but little 
else. Potter worked hard, assuring her that he was 'expediting the translation as fast as I well 
can, though my servile employment leaves me but little leisure.'

The first volume was published in 1781. It received mixed reviews. 'Alas, who would be an 
author ?' Potter wailed in a letter to his friend, John Fenn, the former pupil at Seckar's School, 
who had settled at Hill House in Dereham. There was more disappointment the following 
year when Michael Wodhull brought out the complete and long awaited Nineteen Tragedies 
and Fragments of Euripides before Potter could publish his second volume. 

Potter steadily grew disillusioned with his 'great and promising friends,' writing to his 
nephew that he was 'fully convinced of their insincerity.' In 1783, he launched into a scathing 
attack on Dr Johnson that seemed to be propelled by many of his feelings of bitterness toward 
literary society as a whole. Johnson, for his part, was no fan of Potter, reputedly snubbing him 
when first introduced to him by Mrs Montagu at one of her parties and writing that on the 
recommendation of a friend he had promised to read one of Potter's plays, but 'begged not to 
be prescribed two.'

Potter was reduced to scouring the Norwich papers in search of vacant benefices. In March 
1785, he wrote to his friend, Edward Jerningham, that 'Mr Richard Chase, by being preferred 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, has vacated the rectory of St John's Ilketshall in Suffolk, in the 
gift of the Crown. I know not the value of it, but believe it is no trifling thing. Could you 
induce Mrs Montagu to recollect her connexion with those who have Connexion with the 
Lord Chancellor and to use her interest in my favour ?' There was no response.

In 1786, Potter's wife died and was buried at Scarning. Potter himself was not in good health, 
writing that 'a disorder in my stomach has lately brought me within a near expectation of the 
long black box.' His health continued to deteriorate, as did his hopes of a comfortable 
retirement. 'I have full conviction that no good is intended to me by those who have it in their 
power to do me good,' he raged in a letter to Edward Jerningham. A second letter to 
Jerningham, written in Scarning in April 1786, began, 'All persons that on earth do dwell, 
except the unthankful and the evil, will sooner or later acknowledge the favours of their 
friends.'

The Tragedies of Sophocles was published in 1788 and was moderately well received. It no 
more brought him preferment, however, than his previous books. By then he was in his late 
sixties and still tied to his 'servile employment' as a school master. He must have believed that 
he would end his days at Scarning, but there was to be one final twist to the tale. 



Potter had always sent copies of his books to Edward Thurlow. As Lord Chancellor (and a 
former pupil at Scarning) Thurlow was eminently in a position to reward him. Thurlow later 
claimed that he 'did not like to promote him earlier for fear of making him indolent,' but 
within a month of the publication of the Tragedies of Sophocles he sent a letter to Potter 
noting that his 'merit with the literary world intitles you to the attention of the Publick and 
consequently of those who possess the opportunity of shewing any degree of respect to such 
merit.' 

Potter was awarded a prebend's stall at Norwich, which trebled his income to £300 a year, 
sufficient to see him into a comfortable retirement. There was more good news. In June 1789, 
the Bishop of Norwich, no doubt spurred by the Lord Chancellor's actions, awarded him the 
united living of the Vicarage and Rectory of Kessingland, valued at £470. Potter wrote to Mrs 
Montagu announcing the news. The following year, he moved to Lowestoft, where he would 
see out the remains of his life. He died in August 1804, aged eighty four. 



The Victorian Years

In 1811, Reverend Aufrere recorded the village's population in the parish register. The figure 
was four hundred and ninety, an increase of fifty one on the number recorded in the census ten 
years earlier. There were, he added, sixty three inhabited houses in the parish, many of which 
were grouped around the church and around Scarning Common, Podmore Green, Daffy 
Green and Scarning Fen. The village population continued to grow throughout the Victorian 
years. In 1854, White's Directory recorded six hundred and thirteen inhabitants. The number 
of houses in turn doubled to one hundred and thirty five.

Brookside Farm

The number of farms in the village also increased. By the mid nineteenth century the farms in 
Scarning included Manor Farm, Brookside Farm, Podmore Farm, Lawrence Farm, Pyman's  
Farm (formerly known as Pymer's) Vale Farm and Chestnut Farm. In 1854, White's listed the 
names of twenty farmers, amongst them William Wilson, who worked the land around 
Manor Farm, Peter Sharman of Park Farm and James Warner, who farmed the Lombe estate's 
two hundred and sixty acres near the church. (Warner occupied what is marked on the tithe 
map as Clark Hall, which subsequently became Church Farm.) The number of farmers ten 
years earlier was twelve.  

In the Victorian years the lives of the village's poorer inhabitants remained a struggle. 'I never 
saw coal till after I was married,' recalled Sally Tuttle, who was born around the turn of the 
century, 'and I never burnt any till my second husband bade me bring some from Dereham. 
We used to bring it tied up in a bundle and carry it on our heads.' 



Manor Farm

Victorian Tithe Map showing the location of Clark Hall on Shipdham Lane



Scarning was nonetheless a thriving village. In 1854, the village's tradesmen included two 
tailors, two shoemakers, a wheelwright and blacksmith, a carpenter, a butcher and a 
shopkeeper. There were two public houses and two beerhouses. In 1859, the church was 
partially restored and reconstructed at a cost of one thousand pounds by Thomas Jekyll, who 
rebuilt the chancel walls and renovated most of the windows, replacing those on the north 
side to match the south side. He also installed a new pulpit and pews. 

In 1881, the village's population was recorded at six hundred and sixty six. There was a post 
office in the village run by William Holliday and a shop run by John Thody. The number of 
village tradesmen had declined (a sign of the changing times) but there was still a shoemaker, 
Mark Oakley, a cooper, basket and sieve maker, William Codling and a coach builder, 
William Barkham Tuck, who also ran the Black Horse Inn. There was also a horse dealer, 
Edward Stebbing and two cattle dealers, Frederick and Myrus Stimpson. There was a 
Primitive Methodist chapel in the village and in 1884, a Congregational chapel. The number 
of pupils at the school was recorded at over a hundred. 

The Girlings of The Grange

The well to do had long favoured Scarning as a place to live. In 1793, Christopher Andrews 
Girling, a Major in the West Norfolk Militia and Deputy Lieutenant for Norfolk, purchased 
an estate near the school. He was thirty nine, married, with two sons. A few years later, he 
pulled down what George Carthew called 'the old mansion' and built The Grange, a 
substantial house with impressive views of the surrounding countryside. Jessopp noted that 
for many years it was known as 'The Gentleman's House' and described it as 'an eight-roomed 
house, with an appendix consisting of a larder and a dairy, and two small chambers over 
them. There was a dining-room and a drawing-room on the ground floor. Behind the 
drawing-room there was the study and business-room of a worthy magistrate; behind the 
dining-room, the kitchen.' 

The Girlings' land holding in Scarning amounted to nearly four hundred acres. It was a 

The Grange



sizeable estate, which included two cottages on Fen Road, a cottage and orchard near the 
Water Meadows, Poplar Farm, Vale Farm and Brook Farm. The Girlings became prominent 
members of the community. A few years after moving to the village, Christopher Girling's 
wife, Mary, started a Sunday School with the rector's wife, Mary Aufrere. The children wore 
straw bonnets, with ribbons tied around them and 'little shawls to keep them warm' when they 
walked to church. Christopher Girling died in 1820 and was buried in the floor of the nave in 
Scarning Church. His wife died four years later and was buried beside him. 

The couple's oldest son, William, was born in 1783. William Girling attended Seckar's 
School and in October 1800 was admitted a pensioner at Caius College. He was ordained in 
Norwich in March 1806. In 1820, he married Susanna Bullock, the youngest daughter of 
Reverend Colby Bullock. William and Susannah's only son, William, was born in November 
1825. At the age of twenty one, he was admitted to Lincoln's Inn and migrated to the Inner 
Temple three years later. When his father died in 1853, he inherited the estate in Scarning, but 
following his death two years later, the estate passed to his older sister, Diana and in turn to 
her only son, George Barker, who held it jointly with his aunt, Mary Girling. 

Christopher Girling's youngest son, Barry, was baptised in Dereham Church in 1788. He 
became a Captain in the West Norfolk Militia and like his father, Deputy Lieutenant for 
Norfolk. Barry Girling was a distinguished antiquary and collected notes for a history of 
Seckar's School, which were later used by George Carthew in his History of the Hundred of 
Launditch. (His youngest son, Nathaniel, practised law with George Carthew out of an office 
on Quebec Street in Dereham.) At his death in March 1881, Barry Girling was buried in the 
churchyard at Scarning, as were two of his sons, Reverend Walter Girling, the rector of Little 
Bittering, who died in 1904, at the age of seventy five and Reverend Barry Girling, who died 
in May 1906, at the age of eighty six. 

The Girling family forged a long standing connection with the village that lasted throughout 
the nineteenth century. The hill leading up to The Grange from the west is known locally as 
Girlings Hill, although sometimes pronounced Gallon's Hill, a corruption of their name. The 
last of the Girlings to live at The Grange was Mary. After her father's death in 1853, she 
remained in the house to look after her mother, Susanna, who by then was aged in her late 
sixties. Susanna Girling died in 1864. Mary Girling died unmarried in 1886 and was buried in 
the churchyard at Scarning. 

Charity and Benevolence

At the start of the nineteenth century, there were at least five charities in Scarning. An 
Account of the Different Charities Belonging to the Poor of the County of Norfolk, published 
in 1811, noted the income of two pounds and twelve shillings from a piece of land in the 
parish which was used to 'provide a dozen penny loaves to be distributed every Sunday in the 
parish church to such poor persons of the said parish as attend divine service.' A further 
report, compiled twenty years later, identified the piece of land as White Bread Meadow, near 
the church and added that the charity was run by five trustees. In 1830, the trustees were John 
Nelson, Clark Bone, Edward Lombe, John Ellis Turner and Reverend William Girling. It was 
noted that on Easter Sunday bread was distributed by the churchwardens 'amongst all the 
poor belonging to the parish, whether living in it or not, in quantities varying according to the 
number in the family.' The remaining profits from the land were divided among the poor 
either in 'money, clothes, provisions, coals or otherwise.'

The account published in 1811 noted that four pounds and three shillings was uniformly 
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applied 'for the benefit of such industrious poor persons as do not receive collection from the 
parish' and that three shillings and four pennies was 'paid by custom by the rector to the 
churchwardens for an acre of land intermixed with the Glebe lands given by Will by Robert 
Burr in 1755.' In addition, there was Burroughes' Dole, the income of which came from the 
rent of a small meadow known as Bread and Cheese, which was tucked between Shipdham 
Lane and Coach Lane. A fourth entry recorded the six shillings paid annually on Plough 
Monday to the churchwardens and overseers by Sarah Burcham, a long time resident of 
Scarning, whose daughter, Sarah, married Christopher Girling's younger brother and is 
buried in an ivy covered tomb at the front of Scarning Church. The inscription, dated 3 May 
1829, commemorates 'her many virtues and kind disposition.' 

The report of the Commissioners concluded with the Fuel Allotment Charity, which was 
created in 1766 when fourteen acres of land were set aside for those villagers who 'held, 
rented or occupied any of the lands or tenements in the parish.' The land was at Scarning Fen. 
In 1833 it was directed that eight acres of land 'should be divided into seven parts and the 
furze (gorse) cut thereon periodically under the direction of the minister, churchwardens and 
overseers' was to be distributed amongst the village's inhabitants 'according to their wants.' 
The poor were allowed to 'cut furze and feed geese and cattle on it without any restriction.'

The Fuel Allotment Charity still exists, as does the charity which manages White Bread 
Meadow, now known as Scarning United Charities. In November 1914, shortly after the 
outbreak of the First World War, the remaining parish charities, including Burroughes' Dole 
and the Rector's Dole, were combined. The income from White Bread Meadow and the 
Scarning Allotments is applied to the relief of the poor, continuing a tradition that stems back 
more than two hundred years. 

To the Workhouse 

The Union workhouse at Gressenhall opened in 1777 and provided accommodation for as 
many as six hundred men, women and children. A number of them came from Scarning. In 
August 1836, for instance, Ann Cooper, an illegitimate child, aged nine, was admitted, as was 
forty three year old Ann Chamberlain 'with bastard child' and twenty four year old, Susan 
Tuck and two children. The following month, thirteen year old Charlotte Foster and fifteen 
year old Mary Foster, both illegitimate, joined the ranks of poor and destitute children 
entering the workhouse

The workhouse for many was the last resort and was intended to be so in order to discourage 
all but the most needy. The able bodied were set to work breaking stones, or toiling on the 
sixty acre farm that was attached to the workhouse. Inmates slept in separate dormitories of 
between twenty and thirty, and survived on a meagre diet of potatoes, bread, cheese and soup. 
Punishment was often severe and took the form of either a reduction in diet, being placed in 
the stocks, or put on bread and water. 

The elderly were as likely to be punished as the young. In February 1849, for instance, Mrs 
Nelson of Scarning was punished for 'disorderly conduct' by being separated from the Old 
Women's Ward and 'deprived of her usual allowance of tea and sugar for a short period.' A 
younger inmate, Thomas Christmas, was put on bread and water after absconding from the 
workhouse with three other boys. George White suffered a similar fate after climbing over 
the wall with Elijah Holiday of Wendling, who accompanied him to 'King's Lynn, Norwich 
and other places,' according to the workhouse records. 



Inmates were not confined indefinitely. The young girls often went into service. The boys in 
turn served as labourers and apprentices. The workhouse helped to place them. Thomas 
Christmas, for instance, was apprenticed to a shoemaker on London's Tottenham Court 
Road. James Christmas, who left the workhouse in September 1864, was apprenticed to a 
draper in Dereham. A payment was made to help with their expenses. Mary Jude, for 
instance, who went into service at the home of George Buscall of Little Dunham, was given 
forty shillings to purchase a new set of clothes. Thomas Christmas in turn received five 
pounds. He, like his fellow inmates, was also given a Bible and a Prayer Book. 

Some started their days in the workhouse, others ended them. In 1902, Esther Thody was 
admitted to Gressenhall at the age of eighty one after fire swept through her cottage at Church 
Corner. 'The poor old woman, who has been much failing of late, was found lying on her bed 
fully dressed, the bed and bolster smouldering, as it appears it had been doing for hours,' it 
was noted in the Parish Magazine. In October, the Guardians at Gressenhall resolved that 
Mrs Thody's landlady was allowed to sell her furniture and to use the proceeds to pay her rent 
and debts. A little over a year later, in February 1904, Robert Middleton, aged seventy, was 
taken from the workhouse and buried in Scarning Churchyard. 

The Warcups of The Grove 

In 1845, William Warcup (pronounced Walker) was listed in the East Dereham Directory as a 
surgeon in the High Street. He was also Medical Officer at Gressenhall Workhouse and 
Registrar of Marriages for the Union of Mitford and Launditch. He was born in London in 
1794. His father was Staff Surgeon on the Island of St Vincent. When he was in his early 
fifties he moved to Scarning. His land in the village included Grove House (opposite 
Chestnut Road) two acres of arable land behind it and a little over an acre near Rushmeadow 
Road, which at the time was known as Grifsel Bridge Lane, a reference to the bridge at the 
end of it which divided Scarning from Gressenhall. (The bridge nowadays is more 
commonly known as Grizzle or Grizzly Bridge.) Warcup and his wife lived in some luxury. 
The Grove was not as grand as The Grange, but it was imposing nonetheless. A stable and 
courtyard next to it housed the couple's carriage and horses, and the Warcups employed at 
least three servants. The Grange, by contrast, had eight servants.   

Warcup was married twice. His first wife, Isabella, died in 1855 and was buried in Scarning 
churchyard. His second, Martha, died in 1872. Warcup had a son, Thomas and two daughters. 
At the age of nineteen Thomas Chute Warcup was admitted pensioner at Trinity College, 
Cambridge and ten years later he was appointed curate of the village of Hackford, near 
Hingham. In 1851, he became Chaplain of HMS Penelope on which he served for the next 
three years. In 1855 he was appointed Chaplain of HMS Edinburgh. On January 8, 1856, 
Benjamin Armstrong, the rector of Dereham, noted in his diary that he had 'called on young 
Warcup, the Naval Chaplain, recently returned from the Baltic.' In 1858 he was made 
Chaplain of HMS Pelorus. He died in Melbourne on I April, 1860, at the age of thirty eight. In 
his diary, Reverend Armstrong noted that he 'called on Dr Warcup to console him on the death 
of his only son.' A memorial window in the chancel of Scarning Church was erected to him by 
his father. William Warcup died in April 1878. 

A Victorian Pleasure Garden 

By the mid nineteenth century, Dereham had successfully shed its image as the 'dirtiest town' 



in Norfolk and replaced it with the moniker of the 'Garden of Norfolk.' At Vicarage Park, 
bordering Scarning Water Meadows, Charles Hyde Wollaston, the rector of Dereham and 
brother of the scientist William Wollaston, laid out a pleasure garden with tree lined walks 
and fashionable vistas. 

In 1815, the enclosure of Dereham and Scarning resulted in an extensive sale and exchange 
of land. Twenty years later, Wollaston held over one hundred acres of land in the two parishes 
and it was here that he planted some seventy acres of parkland with trees, which extended 
over the watercourse and around Church Farm on the edge of Scarning. The main planting 
consisted of free standing deciduous trees and there was a walk laid out to a barn opposite the 
Guildhall. At some point between 1838 and 1844 the watercourse was straightened.

Wollaston died in 1850 and was succeeded as rector by Reverend Benjamin Armstrong. In 
his diary, Armstrong described his new surroundings. 'The garden and grounds are 
exceedingly pretty and extensive,' he wrote, 'one chief feature being a shrubbery walk to the 
church, well-timbered and admitting occasional peeps of the beautiful church through the 
foliage. A pretty drive goes up to the door and a park-like meadow is spread before the 
drawing room windows.' 

The boundaries and layout of the site remained largely unchanged until at least the end of the 
nineteenth century. 

The Coming of the Railway

The railway line through Scarning opened on 11 September 1848 and was part of a section of 
track that had been started three years earlier when the Lynn and Dereham Railway was 
formed to build a line from King's Lynn to East Dereham. The section of track from Sporle to 
Dereham was the last piece to be completed and it would forever change the appearance of 
the village, as well as the lives of its inhabitants. The line ran to the north of the old turnpike 
road and by and large followed what would later become the A47. 

Railway Cottage



In September 1845, those farmers who held land along the proposed route of the line received 
letters from the solicitors office of the Lynn and Dereham Railway advising them that under 
The Lands' Classes Consolidation Act, the company's surveyors intended to enter their land 
in order to check the nature of the soil and to set out the line with flags. The owners whose 
land was affected were George Hart, Thomas Neave, Robert Allison, Edward Press, Edward 
Lombe and Reverend William Girling. It is not recorded whether there were objections. 

The railway line carved through the countryside. When it was built farmers in the village 
were forced to supply horses and carts that the railway workers could use to transport the 
materials needed to construct the line and the crossings that went over it. There were three 
crossings in Scarning; Cordy's Crossing near Gate House Farm, Podmore Crossing (now the 
junction of the A47 with Chapel Lane) and Manor Road, leading to The Grange. Each 
crossing had a little, stout house built alongside it for the gatekeeper and his family. At 
Scarning Arch, near Podmore Lane, a wrought iron bridge was constructed over the main 
road. A second bridge, known as Fen Bridge, was constructed near Drayton Hall Lane.  

A Scandal in the Making

Scarning has long had its share of scandal. At the end of her life, Ida Clarke, who lived at New 
Inn Lane Cottages, claimed that her grandmother, a nursemaid at Longham Hall, had a child 
(Ida's mother) with 'the Hall man.' When the child was born in 1869, Ida's grandmother was 
sent to London. Ida's mother, Roseanna Beavors, was brought up by an aunt who lived at one 
of the railway crossings in Scarning. 'Every day the gentleman used to come through the 
crossing gates, riding past on horseback,' Ida wrote. 'Mother had to come out in her little 
pinny and he threw money into her lap as she curtsied.' Ida didn't know how much money was 
offered, but it seems to have been enough to look after the child. 

When Roseanna was seven, 'the Hall man' stopped coming. He had been sent to America. 
Roseanna's aunt could not afford to look after her and so she was sent to work on a farm in the 
village. At the age of nineteen she married Barry Clarke, a groom and gardener at Manor 
Farm. Ida, one of six children, was born at Manor Farm Cottage in April 1891. She attended 
the village school until the age of fourteen and then went into service with her school 
teachers, George and Mabel Miller, looking after their baby. Ida spent her last years with her 
brother, Barry, at 1, New Inn Lane Cottages. Few were party to her secret. 

Public Houses 

In the nineteenth century there were four public houses in Scarning. The oldest was the Black 
Horse. In 1848, when the railway was opened, it was run by Susan Tuck, who had done so 
well for herself that she owned three rented cottages near the church and six acres of land near 
the pub, some of which is now Black Horse Close. The Black Horse had stables and a yard at 
the back. In 1869, Susan's son, William Barkham Tuck, was running it. William Tuck by then 
was in his late forties, married, with two children. He was a coachmaker by profession and 
probably with the decline in trade that followed the construction of the railway, by necessity. 
He certainly does not seem to have devoted himself entirely to running the Black Horse, but 
kept up his trade as a coachmaker. He was also the assessor and collector of taxes for the 
village, assistant overseer of the poor and collector of the poor rate. 

There were two types of public house. The coaching inns, like the Black Horse, were 



frequented by the farmers, dealers, tradesmen and craftsmen. The beerhouses, or 'hedge 
alehouses,' by contrast, catered for a lower class of customer and were often no more than 
converted cottages in which labourers could drink and talk out of sight of their masters. In 
1854, White's listed the names of three beersellers in the village, Robert Haines, George 
Cross and William Took. Took ran a beerhouse, but also worked as a tailor. George Cross 
similarly doubled as a carpenter. Ten years later Cross, who was born in Scarning in 1786, 
was described as a 'joiner and victualler.' His establishment at Cooper Terrace by then was 
known not simply as a beerhouse, but as the Joiners' Arms. The Joiners' would later be known 
as the Compasses, the Three Compasses and finally the Carpenters Arms. 

The New Inn

The long road, which passed through the village like a misshapen spine, gave ample scope to 
its beersellers. In 1806, what would later become the New Inn, near the school and the 
adjacent row of cottages were owned by Walter Christmas and the wife of Reverend Levi 
Walton, who in 1819 became Master of Seckar's School, having served as one of its ushers. 
One of the cottages is believed to have been occupied by a schoolmaster, perhaps Walton, or 
one of his own ushers. In the mid nineteenth century, Henry Jude ran the New Inn, but by 
1869 it was in the hands of Robert Hammond, who married Sarah Jude and took over 
management of the house. In 1869, Hammond was thirty seven. In 1877, the New Inn and the 
adjacent row of cottages were bought by the Norwich brewers, Fred and Harry Bullard, for 
five hundred and seventy five pounds. 

The fourth public house in the village was the Spring Cottage near Hulver Street on the parish 
border with Wendling. Although not named in the Victorian trade directories, the tithe map of 
1846 clearly shows a property on the site and the accompanying tithe book describes it as a 
'public house and garden.' In 1846, the property was occupied and owned by James Haines. 
Haines died in April 1868 at the age of sixty. In 1854, Robert Haines was listed as running a 



beerhouse in Scarning. A nearby farmhouse, owned by the Haines family, was later 
demolished. 

An Arcadian Ghost

The lives of the rural poor were governed in large part by superstition and lore. Augustus 
Jessopp, who chronicled the lives of the labourers of Scarning, was endlessly fascinated by 
the tales of those who had been 'overlooked' by a witch, or the 'evilly disposed persons' who 
were 'capable of inflicting injury upon children by ill wishing them.' In Arcady: For Better 
For Worse, he wrote about the ghost of Coach Lane. 'The coach road is a narrow old road 
where two carts can hardly pass one another, with high banks and sharp turns, and it is 
haunted. There is a spectral coach that is said to frequent this appalling lane. Who the restless 
spirit may be none can tell, or how long he has been travelling about in his weird conveyance; 
but that he has been long a wanderer in his coach, which ever and anon appears among us, 
none would be so perverse as to question. Indeed the phantom coach travels far and wide 
through Norfolk and stops at people's houses in the dead of the night. An unseen hand lets 
down the steps, the horses champ their bits and snort, the carriage door is slammed and the 
thing moves off; but when people prepare to let in the unexpected visitor with kindly 
welcome - lo, there is nothing. The coach has gone.' 

A Change in the Wind 

In January 1790, following the resignation of Robert Potter, the school’s trustees elected 
Reverend St John Priest as its new Master. Priest came highly recommended. The oldest son 
of a clergyman, he was born in Reepham in January 1759. At the age of seventeen, he was 
admitted pensioner at Pembroke College, Cambridge and became a distinguished 
mathematician, winning Smith's Mathematical Prize, the university's highest mathematical 
achievement. Priest secured the post at Scarning ahead of two other candidates, taking five of 
the seven votes. 

Priest also farmed the land that went with the school, which at the start of the nineteenth 
century amounted to ninety nine acres, having been increased on the enclosure of a piece of 
common land called New Scarning, near Potter's Fen. Priest farmed seventy five acres as 
arable and turned the remainder over to what Arthur Young in his General View of the 
Agriculture of the County of Norfolk (published in 1804)  described as his 'beautiful little 
flock of South Downs,' which numbered around one hundred. He also kept six cows and five 
horses. 

Priest's life is not well documented, but it seems that he was more distinguished as a farmer 
than a schoolmaster. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, agriculture was in the midst 
of a revolution, which witnessed not only the introduction of new farming techniques, but 
new machinery, such as the mechanical reaper and the threshing machine. Priest designed his 
own seed barrows for dropping wheat, which were described in Young's book and in 1800 he 
was appointed Secretary to the newly created Norfolk Agricultural Society. At his death in 
September 1818, his obituary in the Gentleman's Magazine noted that 'as a scientific 
agriculturalist, his skill was great and generally acknowledged.'  

His skills as a schoolmaster were not so highly praised. One of his pupils, James Mursell 
Phillippo, who later became a Baptist missionary and an outspoken critic of the slave trade, 



noted that while he was 'as much feared by the boys as the most tyrannical slave master I have 
since known by his slaves, he paid little attention to their improvement.' A report issued 
shortly after his death noted that the school buildings were in 'a very ruinous state.' 

In January 1819, Priest's deputy, Reverend Levi Walton, was elected his replacement at a 
salary of eighty pounds a year, with the use of the school house, garden, yard and twelve acres 
of land in front of the house. His appointment would mark a significant change in the school's 
constitution. As part of his appointment were 'certain terms signed by him, according to 
which the Free School was to be open to all children above five years of age residing with and 
maintained by inhabitants of Scarning.' It was formally agreed that no children were to be 
taught in the school-room or school-house other than village children. The children were to 
be 'instructed in reading, writing and arithmetic, and the Church Catechism.' 

The agreement in effect brought to an 
end the two tier system of education that 
had prevailed in the school for more 
than one hundred years. In 1819, more 
than three hundred pounds was spent on 
rebuilding the barn and stables. (A date 
brick at the front of Old Sarum 
commemorates its completion.) At the 
same time, the trustees pulled down the 
building termed 'the Old School' and the 
village children were taught in a room in 
the house called 'The Hall.' There were 
no boarders and no paying scholars, 
although parents who could afford to 
purchase books and stationery for their 
children were 'required to pay.' 

There were more changes. In 1850, at a cost of nine hundred pounds, the old school-house 
was pulled down and replaced by a new master's house and school room (now the old part of 
the school). In 1864, it was reported that the master's salary was one hundred pounds, out of 
which he paid a schoolmistress, Mary Ann Roy. Pupil numbers increased and in 1864 were 
recorded at 'generally about one hundred and twenty.' In 1885, the buildings were enlarged 
by the erection of a classroom for forty infants. Augustus Jessopp would later write that its 
conversion into 'a free school for the labouring classes exclusively' was 'a flagrant 
misappropriation,' but as far as villagers were concerned it had been returned to where it 
belonged.  

Nonconformism 

In the nineteenth century anti clericalism was rife. The main reasons were pluralism and 
absenteeism, as rectors, content to take the living from a village without residing among their 
flock, were blamed for all manner of grievances. A popular Norfolk handbill suggested that 
rather than shipping the paupers off to North America it would be preferable to get rid of the 
rich paupers - the Anglican clergymen. 

The rural poor increasingly sought solace in nonconformist movements, such as Primitive 
Methodism. The Primitive Methodist movement was founded in Staffordshire and steadily 



spread among the labourers in counties such as Norfolk, where disaffection and discontent 
were high. In 1835, there were some eight thousand Prims in Norfolk. The numbers rose 
throughout much of the Victorian era and whilst the influence of nonconformism should not 
be over emphasised such movements provided the under privileged classes with a sense of 
hope that was lacking in more mainstream faith. 

'Explain it how we will and draw our inferences how we choose, there is no denying that in 
hundreds of parishes in England the stuffy little chapel by the wayside has been the only 
place where for many a long day the very existence of religious emotion has been 
recognised,' Augustus Jessopp observed at the end of the Victorian era. He added that the 
chapel was 'the only place where the peasantry have enjoyed the free expression of their 
opinions.' 

Much of the attraction of the movement lay in its democratic system. The working classes in 
particular were drawn to a faith that was preached largely by simple, uneducated men - and 
often women - like themselves, who placed little emphasis on theology and were more intent 
on seeking communion with God. Whereas the church preached from 'on high,' the Prims 
were more inclusive, shunning the pulpit in favour of a more down to earth style. Amongst 
the movement's early preachers were blacksmiths, weavers, woodmen, tailors - men of 
intense faith and little wealth, who often preached in the open air, a common feature of the 
nonconformists who could not afford to build great edifices to God. 

The meetings attracted large crowds. In Lavengro, the Dereham born writer George Borrow 

Primitive Methodist Chapel near Brookside Farm



described a Primitive Methodist meeting with its hymns 'to the glory of God' and its preacher 
'animated by the spirit of Christ.' The crowd, he wrote, 'consisted entirely of the lower 
classes, labourers and mechanics and their wives and children - dusty people, unwashed 
people, people of no account whatever.’

In Scarning, the Primitive Methodists initially made little impact. In June 1838, it was noted 
that there was preaching in the village once a fortnight on weekday evenings, but three 
months later the preaching stopped, an indication that there were not sufficient numbers to 
warrant its continuance. The influence of nonconformism nonetheless steadily seeped into 
the lives of villagers. In June 1869, it was recorded that a Primitive Methodist preacher had 
been put on the local preaching plan as part of the 'Scarning chapel anniversary.' As Prims 
often met in rented rooms, barns and cottages, the reference to a chapel does not necessarily 
mean that a specific building was erected in the village, but for many years a small building 
known locally as the chapel stood near Brookside Farm. (The building was later demolished, 
but the remains of one of its walls now forms the front garden wall of the cottage at the 
entrance to Brookside Farm.) 

The number of Prims in the village was not recorded, but in June 1871, a class leader was 
appointed, class meetings being the means through which the faith of members was 
monitored and improved. In March 1872, one of the villagers, James Upton, began his 
training as a local preacher and in August, a revival meeting was held in the village. There are 
other references to Prims in the village and it is clear that there was a thriving congregation, 
which in time opened its own Sunday School. 

The Chapel in the Valley

The Chapel in the Valley on what became Chapel Lane was built in 1883 in a corner of a field 
overlooking the railway line. The field was owned by a local farmer, Billy Shilling, who 

The Chapel in the Valley



allowed one of his workers, Soames Barrett, to construct the chapel on it. The chapel was 
built with help from members of Cowper Congregational Church in Dereham. It opened on 
April 19, 1884. It has been suggested that the Primitive Methodist chapel in the village closed 
when the Congregational Chapel opened, but there is no evidence for such an assertion. In 
1890, Scarning is recorded in the minutes of the Dereham Primitive Methodist circuit as 
having 'rented chapels and rooms.' The congregation was recorded at sixty and the following 
year its Sunday School was recorded as having five teachers and twenty six pupils. 

The Prims remained in Scarning for many years, but the numbers in the congregation steadily 
declined and the chapel, starved of funds, fell into ruin. In December 1902, 'the dilapidated 
building' was valued for sale at thirty shillings. The following year the chapel was abandoned 
and in March 1904 it was decided that 'whilst we hold that ours was the older Free Church in 
the village there is in our opinion no sufficient reason that the services which have been 
discontinued for some years should be recommenced.' The Prims conceded that 'the interests 
of nonconformists are well served by the Congregational Church which has been established 
many years and is in a flourishing condition.’

The Good Shepherd

Augustus Jessopp was an outspoken critic of the plight of the rural poor. One in a line of 
campaigning rectors, he was a powerful advocate of social change and in many of his books 
he highlighted the conditions in which the poor of Scarning lived. 

Soames Barrett in Scarning Chapel



The son of a London barrister, he was the youngest of ten children. He was born in Cheshunt, 
Hertfordshire, on 20 December, 1823. At the age of eighteen, he became a clerk in a 
merchant's office in Liverpool, but two years later was admitted to St John's College, 
Cambridge. In 1848, he was appointed curate of the tiny parish of Papworth St Agnes. The 
same year he married Mary Ann Cotesworth, the daughter of a naval surgeon. 

In 1855, after a short stint teaching private pupils in Cambridge, he took the post of 
Headmaster at Helston Grammar School in Cornwall. The school was in a run-down, 

Augustus Jessopp

dilapidated condition, but he and his wife 
improved its fortunes to such a degree 
that in 1859, when he applied for the post 
of Master of the Norwich School, whose 
fortunes were similarly in a poor state, he 
was accepted with little hesitation.  

Jessopp revolutionised the Norwich 
School. 'With him as Headmaster passed 
the old order of things,' one of his pupils 
wrote in a history of the school published 
in 1932. Jessopp occupied the post for 
the next twenty years. In that time he 
introduced sweeping reforms, which 
ranged from modernising the curriculum 
to encouraging physical fitness and team 
sports as a means of developing 
character. Affectionately known to his 
pupils as Gussie, Jessopp, 'like Marley's 
ghost, carried his own atmosphere about 
with him and no place was the same after 
his entry.' When he left in 1879, the 
Norwich School was a highly regarded 
Victorian public school. 

In the autumn of 1879, Jessopp accepted 
the post of rector at Scarning. A year 
earlier he had published to widespread 
acclaim One Generation of a Norfolk 
House, a study of the Walpole family of 
Houghton Hall. The book took him fifteen years to write and research, but it would launch his 
literary career. At Scarning, with more time on his hands, he produced a succession of works, 
ranging from The Coming of the Friars, his most popular book, which was first published in 
1889 and went through twenty three editions, to his Short History of the Church of England, 
which sold more than two hundred thousand copies. His books were both scholarly and 
accessible. Most were written in the ivy clad rectory at Scarning, with its views over the 
surrounding countryside. 

When he moved to Scarning his friends prophesied that he would soon tire of the rural life, 
stating that he would be 'buried alive and die of dullness.' Instead he threw himself into the 
life of a country parson with 'real zest.' He called it his Arcady, a poetic reference to a rustic 
paradise and in the fields and meadows he pursued his 'solitary Arcadian rambles.' His 
intense curiosity led him to record the lives of his fellow villagers. 'In Arcady,' he wrote, 'men 



and women are still to be found who live very much in the past and love it, who have nothing 
to retail to you from the last penny paper, who do not concern themselves with politics, who 
have no opinions on Indian affairs, who have never seen the Royal Academy and yet whose 
conversation to 'my sort' has a never ending attraction.'

At the same time, he was no mere voyeur of hardship. Instead, he used his writings and 
lectures to promote a wider vision of rural harmony based on better education and improved 
housing. 'There may be some excuse for the hideous crowding of human beings in towns,' he 
wrote, 'there is no excuse for it in the country where land is sold by the acre, not the square 
inch.' 

In Arcady: For Better For Worse, published in 1887, he described the conditions in which one 
of his parishioners lived. 'A while ago, I paid a call on Mrs Grimbly. I found her cowering 
over a wretched fire that could hardly keep alight, and she was reading a tract in the great 
chimney corner, and she was holding over her head a large umbrella to protect her from the 
rain; the miserable hovel was full of smoke, the fire was spluttering with the big raindrops 
that came down the vast chimney steadily and heavily.' In Doris: An Idyll, he similarly 
described the life of Doris Bickers, who lived in 'a ruinous hovel' and had long 'abandoned the 
upper room, where the bats hid under the tiles and the wind whistled and the snowflakes 
found easy entrance.'
 
Jessopp modestly described himself as a 'humble picker-up of memories that are fading 
away,' but his work touched a nerve with readers and sold well throughout Victorian England. 
In his books, he charted the changing face of the countryside. 'The small fields that used to be 
so picturesque and wasteful - where one could botanize with so much interest and pick up all 
sorts of odd pieces of information - have gone or are rapidly going; the tall hedges, the high 
banks, the scrub or the bottoms where a fox or weasel might hope to find a night's lodging,' he 
wrote, 'all these things have vanished.' He bemoaned the loss of village girls into service, the 
dancing round the Maypole, 'the rollicking and the practical joking.' 

He also chronicled the lighter side of village life. 'Once, five or six years ago,' he noted in 
1886, 'two Frenchmen came with a bear - a live bear that danced. We gave them a big cup of 
coffee apiece (I mean the Frenchmen) and the bear was stuffed with broken meats; and when 
I brought out a plate of stale figs to him, he was within an ace of hugging me in his gratitude.' 

His work drew him to the attention of a wide circle of influential friends, amongst them 
Alfred Lord Tennyson, to whom he sent a Norfolk turkey every Christmas, the authors, Rider 
Haggard and Rudyard Kipling, Lord Orford of Mannington Hall and Lord North of 
Rougham Hall, whose grandfather had attempted to set fire to the schoolhouse in Scarning 
when Joseph Brett was Master. In November 1884, Benjamin Armstrong, met Jessopp 'at a 
dinner party at Miss Girling's of Scarning.' He was, he noted in his diary, 'a clever man and 
has lately written some articles in the Reviews called Archadie.' (Armstrong added that he 
had 'induced a builder who is erecting a batch of small houses in Scarning to call his clump of 
buildings Arcadia instead of Stebbings Terrace, as was intended.' The cottages were near 
Washbridge.) 

Jessopp was an integral part of the village. He was chairman of the Scarning Cricket Club, 
which started around 1886 and was a governor - and frequent visitor - to the school. He was 
the first president of the Scarning Church Council, established in 1897 and was instrumental 
in the construction of the Village Hall (see A New Beginning). His wife ran a clothing club in 
the village and helped with the Sunday School Shoe Club. In 1894, when the church 



underwent another restoration, he paid for the new gates that were added to the churchyard. 

In 1902, the same year he oversaw the opening of the Village Hall, he was appointed 
Chaplain in Ordinary to King Edward VII. The last years of his life, however, were filled with 
sadness. In 1905, his wife died. She had been his constant companion for more than fifty 
years and by all accounts her death took much of the joy from his life. 'I am somewhat 
bewildered by my bereavement and in fact almost knocked down body and mind,' he wrote to 
Lord Orford on December 23, 1905. 'I shall go away for some weeks and hide myself in the 
South of France, but I hardly feel sure of any plans that I may make from day to day.'

In 1911, he resigned his living in Scarning and went to live in Norwich with his niece, Ella 
Pycroft. The School Log records his final visits to the school. In January, he presented each 
child with a copy of a morning prayer, which he had specially written for them and in 
September he gave the school a case of South American birds. (Jessopp, for many years, kept 
a Brazilian green parrot at the rectory, which might well have provided the inspiration for the 
gift.)

Jessopp had not always seen eye to eye with villagers (see below) but to the last he retained a 
deep affection for Scarning. In February 1914, following his death in a nursing home in 
Virginia Water, Surrey, his body was brought back to the village, where he was buried in the 
north west corner of the churchyard 'beneath the shade of the little church where he 
ministered so long and beside his wife he so deeply mourned.' 

The School Strike

The origins of the Scarning School Strike lay in a proposal to charge a fee of one penny a 
week for each child attending the school. It was a proposal to which most villagers objected 
and it would become an issue that brought the school to national attention. 

The Endowed Schools Act had empowered and entrusted the Charity Commission with the 
task of modernising and reforming the old Free Schools. The Act decreed that at no school 
should there be free education. In 1879, the Charity Commission put its proposals to the 
school. The proposals were roundly rejected. A letter signed by Augustus Jessopp on behalf 
of the villagers noted that they pledged to 'take all legal measures to oppose the said scheme 
by presenting petitions both to the Houses of Parliament and otherwise resisting the 
enforcement of the proposed scheme.'

The matter lingered unresolved, but in September 1882, after the harvest holiday, the school 
reopened under the name of the Scarning Endowed School. A note in the school log recorded 
that the Governors intended to charge one penny 'for all children living in Scarning' and two 
pence 'for children living in any other parish.' The die was cast. A number of parents objected 
and at a meeting of the Governors at the beginning of October a statement was drawn up and 
ordered to be printed and circulated in the parish. In the statement the Governors attempted to 
lay down the law, 'feeling sure that the unwillingness of certain parishioners to pay the 
weekly penny for the education of each child at the school must arise from a 
misunderstanding of the altered condition of the school.' The notice had the opposite effect.

The Governors, led by William Earle Gascoigne Lytton Bulwer of Quebec Hall, a veteran of 
the Crimean War, pointed out that the law applied 'as much to Scarning as to every parish in 
England' and that all parents were required to pay fees for their children. The Governors (who 



included Sir Willoughby Jones of Sculthorpe, Robert Gurdon of Letton Hall and Henry 
Adlington of Holme Hall) boasted that the amount at Scarning had been fixed 'at the lowest 
allowable sum.' At the same time, a carrot was dangled over the heads of the local populace in 
the form of grants for higher education and payments to 'the best boys and girls,' which would 
offset the payment of school fees. It was to no avail. In December 1882, a week before 
Christmas, a notice was issued in which the Governors stated that 'after the expiration of the 
Christmas vacation all children whose parents refuse to pay the school fees will not be 
admitted to the school.'   

Events swiftly escalated. In December, the number of pupils on the register was one hundred 
and thirty. When the school reopened on January 8, there were thirty five present. In the 
school log it was noted that 'many refused to pay and were not admitted.' The headmaster at 
the time was William Carter. His wife, Sophia, was Mistress. On January 12, the school log 
recorded that 'many children come to the door and parents too, but are refused admission, as 
no penny or fee is brought.' Parents were threatened with imprisonment and policemen were 
posted outside the school to keep order.

At some point between October 1882 and January 1883 Augustus Jessopp, who had initially 
sided with villagers, withdrew his support, perhaps reasoning that there was no alternative to 
the proposals. At a charged meeting in the Black Horse, he told villagers that they should be 
'ashamed of themselves' and that they were committing themselves to a cause that would 'end 
disastrously.' The villagers swiftly turned on him. When he was seen turning away pupils 
from the school with one of the school governors, John Ballard Pitt and two policemen, a near 
riot developed. Shortly afterwards the windows of the rectory were smashed. Soames 
Barrett, who was a pupil at the time, recalled more than fifty years later that when Jessopp 
rode his carriage through the village there were cries of 'Who gave away the school ?' and that 
his opponents burned an effigy of him on Scarning Fen.  

Jessopp, stung by the actions of those who he had so ardently supported, wrote, 'there are 
clouds of Arcady. The rustic are not happy; they are sullen, discontented, averse to labour; 
they are on the alert for any grievance, they are ready for any form of rowdyism; they have no 
love, but quite the reverse, for all those who are anxious to serve them.'

Dissent was in the air. On the evening of January 19, 'an indignation meeting' was held at the 
Black Horse. A Defence Committee of eight, the same as the number of governors at the 
school, had been formed and a reporter from the Dereham and Fakenham Times observed 
that the meeting was 'crowded with inhabitants of the village to excess.' The members of the 
Defence Committee included Hunnock Bone, who lived at Old Hall Farm, Henry Roy, a 
shopkeeper, James Upton, a Primitive Methodist preacher and William Taylor, who worked 
as a gatehouse keeper in the village. Taylor set out the chain of events leading to the meeting 
and noted that 'a great and grievous wrong had been done in Scarning.' It was a refrain that 
would become familiar throughout the unfolding events.

A week later, a meeting was held at the Corn Hall in Dereham. In advance of the meeting 
posters were put up in the town and the adjacent villages. The posters, headed Scarning Free 
School, noted that 'inhabitants of Scarning for two hundred and fifty years have enjoyed the 
benefits of free education' and that the purpose of the meeting was 'to ask the assistance of the 
people of England to put a stop to this aggression upon the rights and privileges of the poor.' 

The meeting was led by a Congregationalist minister, Reverend William Freeman and 
George Rix, a Primitive Methodist preacher and founder of the Agricultural Labourers' 



Union for the Dereham area. Freeman noted that 'the people of Scarning are smarting under a 
sense of injustice' and that they had 'failed thus far to obtain redress for the wrong done to 
them.' He pledged his enduring support for the villagers' cause, as did George Rix, who 
entreated them to 'fight the matter out to its bitter end.'  

The authorities watched and waited. On the morning of Monday February 19, a number of 
villagers entered the school by force. The Master, William Carter, sent for advice from the 
Governors. The Governors advised him to reopen the school the following morning and 'to 
admit all the children under protest, if the parents seem ready to force an entrance - but only 
teach those children who pay fees. The non payers are to sit at one end and do nothing while 
the rest are taught.' It was an impossible situation. The school log recorded that the Master, 
'finding it impossible to carry on the school under such circumstances longer than half a day' 
closed the school. The school remained closed until the end of the week when the Governors 
gathered for a meeting. The result was a notice which stated that when the school reopened 
the following Monday 'no children whose parents refuse to pay the school fees will be 
admitted to the school.'

When the school reopened on Monday morning, there were twenty nine children in 
attendance. Augustus Jessopp and John Ballard Pitt, who was married to William Warcup's 
oldest daughter and lived at Grove House, were present. The children of those villagers who 
refused to pay the penny were denied entrance. The following morning, Jessopp was present 
once more. Two children were admitted. The school log recorded that 'the school has now 
been open about eight weeks since Christmas and during that period about forty children 
have not attended any school and at present the Local Authority Attendance Committee has 
not taken any steps to enforce attendance.' 

In March, a 'Labourers Free School' was opened in the Primitive Methodist Chapel in the 
village. The school was supported by donations from individuals sympathetic to the 
labourers' cause and by the preaching of subscription sermons and gifts of books. In April, 
Reverend Freeman, Walter Wilson of Manor Farm and William Taylor travelled to London to 
meet Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, the chairman of the Charity Commission. Fitzgerald listened 
patiently to their concerns, but concluded 'the fee rule must be applied.' The numbers at the 
school continued to fluctuate. On May 11, when the school closed for the Whitsun Holiday, 
there were forty four children on the register. A number of them came from surrounding 
villages. 

The affair rumbled on. In the summer of 1883, the Guardians of the Mitford and Launditch 
Union were instructed to take action against those parents whose children were attending the 
Labourers Free School. In August, sixteen cases were heard at the East Dereham Petty 
Sessions. All were dismissed. It must have seemed like vindication, but during evidence for 
the defence the mistress of the temporary school, Emma Taylor, the daughter of William 
Taylor, one of the main activists, declined to be examined before the Bench on her 
competency to run the school. The local press reported that 'the schoolmistress was then 
called and a sum drawn up and presented to her. She said she would rather have the children 
examined by the Bench. She had done such sums before, but preferred not to do it now.' It was 
suggested that her refusal to answer the question was evidence of her incompetence. The 
remark was challenged, but the outcome was not recorded. (A pencil margin note in the 
bound edition of the Dereham and Fakenham Times report of the case, gave the sum as 
185759 divided by 39.) 

The events that followed are sparsely documented. In January 1884, a writer signing himself 



'An Arcadian,' reported in the columns of the Eastern Daily Press that 'the struggle is still 
going on in this village to keep a free school. A very full and hearty meeting was held last 
week in the chapel when it was unanimously agreed to carry on the struggle as before. The 
temporary school has been open again and is now in full swing. At the present time there are 
about twenty five Scarning children attending the Charity Commissioners' school and about 
sixty five attending other schools. The men are still standing shoulder to shoulder in this 
noble fight of the right against might.' It was fighting talk, but the insurrectionary spirit that 
had caused villagers to rise in great numbers in the end appears to have deserted them. 

In the end, the strike petered out, with less and less parents willing to support it. The school 
log, which carefully made no judgmental remarks, other than to note the children's 
attendance at 'an inefficient school which is carried on in a little wooden chapel,' recorded a 
steady stream of children returning to school. In September 1883, when the school reopened 
after the Harvest holidays, there were fifty two children on its register. At the end of the 
following week there were seventy one. A number of the more ardent supporters of the strike 
chose to send their children to the Dereham Board School in Toftwood, rather than submit to 
the humiliation of defeat, but most returned to Scarning. In April 1884, the Labourers Free 
School closed. Two months later, there were one hundred and five children on the register at 
Scarning.   
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Villagers outside cottage on Shipdham Lane, formerly known as Block Close Lane



Katy Milk 1935.  The Milk family lived at Park Farm

A Jolly Day Out



George Milk and Albert at Park Farm



William and Mary Eagle - The Eagle Family have
lived in Scarning for almost two hundred years.

Robert and Elizabeth Eagle and Family



Anna Mary Boddy’s Cottage near the Black Horse.  Anna Boddy ran the Village Shop and was married to a wheelwright

Left to right:  Ted Rose,  George Milk,  Stanley Woods,  Jack Eagle



Milestone Cottage next to Black Horse Inn

Cricket Match on Village Playing Field 1950



The Village Post Office



Binder pulled by a Standard Fordson tractor

Wright’s Sale at Church Farm July 20th 1936



Robert Eagle with hens in crate

Warner Family Wedding Party outside Daffy Green Farm in 1924



Robert Eagle, Farm Steward to Frederick Wilson at Dale Farm



Elizabeth Eagle, Robert’s Wife



A New Beginning

At the start of the twentieth century, the countryside was in crisis. The villages steadily 
emptied of their inhabitants, who were driven out both by a lack of work and the promise of 
greater rewards in the towns. The influx of cheap, factory made goods forced many village 
tradesmen out of business and small village shops were unable to compete with the larger, 
town based emporiums. At the same time, politicians were more interested in reforming the 
towns and cities, where there were more voters than in the countryside. The villages, by and 
large, were neglected.  

Augustus Jessopp was one of a handful of reformers whose attentions extended to the plight 
of the rural poor. In his books, articles and lectures he argued in favour of significant 
improvements in the living conditions of the poor and for the construction of village halls as 
centres of rural communities. He also called for improvements in higher education and 
greater opportunities, particularly for the young. 'The rising generation of our village 
children have doubled the vocabulary of their grandfathers,' he observed in The Cry of the 
Villages, but added wearily that 'when these children leave our schools they are unsettled, 
dissatisfied.'

Jessopp's vision of a more cohesive village captured the imagination of Mrs Caroline Evans 
of Wimbledon, who offered him two thousand pounds to put his ideas into practice. She 
demanded little of him in return, other than her anonymity, no doubt for fear that she might be 
assailed by other cash poor idealists. Soon afterwards, Henry Evans-Lombe gave an acre of 
land opposite the church and work began on the construction of a Village Hall and six 
cottages, which thereafter became known as the Scarning Village Hall Trust and Estate. 

The Village Hall opened on June 18, 1902 and was described by Jessopp as 'a beginning - not 
an experiment - in the work of making village life more attractive to the dwellers in the 
villages.' It was built of red brick and flint, and contained a large room, which could be 
divided into two, a committee room and a small kitchen. There were two fireplaces in the 



main hall and the room was lit by natural light, there being no electricity in the village at the 
time. 

The opening ceremony was attended by what a reporter from the Eastern Daily Press 
described as 'a large and influential gathering.' The guests included Rider Haggard, who 
lived at nearby Bradenham Hall, Judge William Willis, who had moved into The Grange, 
Nathaniel Girling, Henry Evans-Lombe and Norfolk historian, Walter Rye. After a short 
service in the church, a large crowd assembled in the newly built hall, which was officially 
opened by the Lord Bishop of Norwich, who was accompanied by the Bishops of Thetford 
and Ipswich. 

Caroline Evans, the Hall’s benefactor



In a short speech, Rider Haggard, himself a concerned chronicler of the declining 
countryside, commented on the rural exodus and commended the construction of the hall. 
Jessopp in turn gave a brief account of its origin, while studiously avoiding the name of its 
benefactress. He went on to lament the decline of the church as the centre of the village, but 
noted in a cautionary tone that whilst there were those who wanted to restore the church to its 
central role, such people 'could not be blind to the fact that in every one of the villages 
religious differences kept them asunder.'   

The aim of the Village Hall was to bring villagers together. A list of statutes drawn up for its 
administration noted that it was to be open to all the inhabitants of Scarning over the age of 
fifteen, irrespective of their religious beliefs. There were to be no political or religious 
meetings, nor was any 'political or religious discussion' allowed. The incendiary 
combination of politics and religion, so evident in the school strike, was thus expressly 
forbidden. At the same time it was decreed that 'no intoxicant liquors shall, under any 
circumstances, be bought, sold or consumed' in the hall, which in years to come meant those 
villagers wanting a drink were forced across the road to the Black Horse, but which 
nevertheless conformed to the Victorian ideals of temperance and fortitude.

Village Hall 1905

Jessopp envisaged a hall in which 'good literature, a library, innocent games and friendly 
intercourse may render the life of the peasant more bright and cheerful and make him feel that 
he is living among those who seek to promote his happiness.' In this aim, he was almost 
entirely successful. The hall became the venue for dances and social functions, theatrical 
productions, lectures, recitations, concerts and magic lantern shows. In its early days, the 
estate was surrounded by a white picket fence and there was a fish pond in its western corner 
that was filled with golden carp. The rent from the cottages provided the income for its 
maintenance and the estate was run by five trustees.    
  
In 1902, Jessopp started a parish magazine as 'a chronicle of events' in the village and he used 



Sir Frederick Wilson 

William Wilson of Manor House was one of the founders of the Norfolk News. He had two 
sons. The youngest, Frederick, was born at Manor House in March 1844 and educated in 
Dereham. At the age of fifteen he trained in journalism under Jacob Henry Tillett, the editor 
of the Norfolk News and when he was nineteen travelled to Liverpool, where he worked as 
assistant to Sir Edward Russell, editor of the Daily Post. In 1874, he founded the East Anglian 
Daily Times with James Jeremiah Colman, a great nephew of the Mustard King. 

its pages to document the varied uses of the hall. On 1 August, 1902, the building was put to 
its first public use when the Scarning Cricket Club played a team from North Elmham. The 
players had lunch and tea in the hall. A few days later, Judge Willis provided tea for twenty 
two of the village's older residents and shortly afterwards, the hall opened for the use of 
Scarning's Sunday School. The same month, when rain temporarily halted the annual Sunday 
School treat in the Rectory field, adults and children alike took refuge (and tea) in the hall. In 
1903, Nathaniel Girling presented the hall with forty bound volumes of the Cornhill 
Magazine and in 1905, the author Rudyard Kipling, after a visit to Scarning with his wife, 
donated a collection of forty books to its library.

The lives of villagers were changing. In May 1902, a cycling club was formed in the village 
and at the end of the year the nine-hole Manor House Golf Club was opened near Fen Road. 
'Is there no game or amusement from which Scarning residents are debarred ?' the Parish 
Magazine questioned. The village reeled to the shock of the new. In 1905, a Dancing Club 
was established, whose thirty members were taught by Miss Vincent of East Dereham. There 
were also evening classes, held three times a week by the new schoolmaster, George Miller 
and his wife, Mabel, who responded to Jessopp's calls for higher education. The subjects 
including drawing, commercial correspondence and arithmetic, domestic economy and 
practical cookery. 

Villagers outside 1 Hall Cottages 1920



Frederick Wilson was first and foremost a newspaper man, but he had many other interests. 
In 1897, he was one of five representatives of the House of Commons in a chess match 
against the American House of Representatives. The match lasted two days, each move being 
made by cable. In 1899, he rode in the Parliamentary Steeplechase. Wilson founded the 
Scarning and Wendling Rifle Club and in 1903, was appointed President of the Norfolk Rifle 
Association. He also started an annual flower show in Scarning, which was first held at The 
Dale on 29 July 1903. In 1907, he was knighted and two years later was made Deputy 
Lieutenant of Norfolk. At his death in May 1924, he was buried in Scarning churchyard. A 
memorial plaque to him was erected near the door of the church shortly afterwards. 

In the late Victorian era, following the introduction of compulsory education, literacy rates in 
Britain were improving and there was a hunger for information. In response, newspapers and 
periodicals sprang up across the country. Wilson tapped into the growing desires of the new 
mass reading public. In 1875, he became proprietor of the Chester Observer and soon after 
added the Suffolk Mercury and the Ipswich and Colchester Times to his stable of papers. In 
1893, he was instrumental in the foundation of the London Star and Morning Leader, the first 
half penny morning paper published in the metropolis. The following year he was appointed 
President of the Newspaper Society of the United Kingdom. 

In 1894, he purchased Dale Farm (now Scarning Dale) from his older brother, Walter and 
moved in with his wife, Mary. A year later, he entered politics, fighting Robert Gurdon for the 
Mid Norfolk seat. Gurdon defeated him, but in the General Election of 1896, the tables were 
turned. Wilson represented Mid Norfolk for the next ten years and became a passionate 
advocate of better homes for the labouring classes. At Scarning, he endeavoured to put his 
principles into practice, purchasing five acres of land, which he offered in plots at cost price. 
The purchase price was paid annually in instalments after the harvest, so that after a few years 
each man would own his freehold and if he had sufficient funds could build a house on it. 
Wilson later became one of the founders of the Norfolk Allotments and Small Holdings 
Association.  

Dale Farm



The World in Eclipse 

At the outset of the First World War there were a number of men in Scarning who were 
prepared to embark on what was widely seen as 'The Great Adventure.' In September 1914, a 
month after the outbreak of the war, the Honours List of East Anglians on Active Service 
recorded the names of thirteen men from the village, among them Harry Bowden, Edward 
Upton and George Stevenson. In the following months, more and more men enlisted. There 
was, it seemed, no time to lose. On September 5, 1914, the Norfolk News announced that 
'with the finish of harvest work the Norfolk labourers are rapidly making their way to the 
recruiting stations.' That day, two hundred and thirty men enlisted in Dereham. The town 
filled with troops. Most were billeted in the Corn Hall and in buildings near the railway, 
others in the spare rooms of private homes, or like those at Chestnut Farm in Scarning, in a 
barn. The troops trained on Vicarage Meadows and in the shortening evenings children 
gathered on Swaffham Hill to watch the men marching back into the town. 

The war and its effects seeped into every household. The news from the front was limited, but 
as the fighting continued there was no disguising the loss of life. In July 1915, the Dereham 
and Fakenham Times noted that 'the little village of Scarning - Dr Jessopp's Arcadia - has 
paid a tribute of admiration and respect to the first of its many soldier sons to give his life for 
his country.' Harry Bowden was the oldest son of Henry and Ada Bowden of Fen Road. A 

st
private in the 1  Battalion of the Royal Norfolk Regiment, he was wounded in action near 
Hill 60 and shortly afterwards was taken to the Royal Military Hospital at Woolwich. He died 
two weeks later. He was nineteen. The newspaper reported that his coffin, draped with a 
Union Jack, was placed overnight in Scarning Church, 'close to the stalls where he used to sit 
as a choir boy.' At his funeral service the following day, the church was crowded. The coffin 
bearers were six members of his regiment. Thirty other soldiers were present, among them 

thhis brother, Percy, a private in the 6  Battalion of the Royal Norfolks. At his graveside were 
his three sisters and his youngest brother, Bertie. 

In 1915, the war came closer to home. After a Zeppelin raid on Great Yarmouth in January, 
black out conditions were imposed on the towns and villages, and church bells silenced, 
except to warn of invasion. Villagers at Scarning might have considered themselves safe, but 
on the night of September 8, 1915, a German Zeppelin passed over the village and bombed 
Dereham. According to reports, Mrs Howes of Scarning Road was talking with a friend in her 
house when there was a flash of light, a loud explosion and one of the windows blew out 
across the room. Two or three more explosions followed and her daughter, who had been 
asleep in her bedroom, ran downstairs. On her way down there was another flash and from 
the landing window she could see the Zeppelin sailing over Church Farm meadows. As it 
reached Dereham, there were more explosions and the whole house shook. A short while 
later, a man and a girl knocked on the front door, begging for a drink of water. The couple had 
been in Church Street when the bombs had fallen and had run down Washbridge and up the 
lane to the house. 

In the days that followed sightseers went to Church Farm (demolished when the Drayton 
Hall Lane estate was built) where it was noted that four bombs had fallen in a line. One of the 
bombs had fallen beside a barley stack and gate. The bars of the gate were peppered with 
holes and the nearby hedge had been stripped of its leaves. The other bombs left craters in the 
meadows. It was said later that when the Zeppelin passed over Scarning a German officer's 
hat had fallen to the ground and with it a bundle of German newspapers. When the bundle 
was opened it was found to contain a leave pass, date stamped the previous day at Nordholz, 
the Zeppelin's base.  



In January 1916, there was more cheery news from the front lines when a piece appeared in 
the Dereham and Fakenham Times headed A Happy Gunner from Scarning. A letter from 
bombardier Matthew Symonds to his mother described conditions in Egypt where he was 
serving with the Royal Horse Artillery. Symonds, who had been a gardener before the war, 
told his mother that the temperature was one hundred and thirty degrees in the shade and 
noted that the variety of flowers was limited. 'We are living on bully beef and biscuits,' he 
wrote, 'and we have been on the march all the time. We only get one quart of water a day when 
on the march, so we do not wash very often. I have my worn my shirt for nearly three weeks 
and it looks as if I shall have to wear it another three months.' Symonds had still to see action, 
but concluded his letter, 'we have plenty of men, horses and mules, all fit and well, and we 
hope to do some business soon.' 

Matthew Symonds returned from the war, but inevitably there were those who did not. In the 
summer of 1916, William Coe of Scarning Fen lost two of his sons in the same action on the 
Somme. Thomas Coe, aged twenty one and Cornelius Coe, twenty three, had enlisted 
together six months earlier. The names of the brothers, who have no known graves, are listed 
on the memorial at Thiepval. The Coe brothers are also named on the Memorial Cross in 
Scarning Churchyard, which was erected in 1922 to commemorate 'the men of the parish 
who gave their lives in the Great War.' The other names are Harry Bowden, Percy Brown, a 
private in the Royal Norfolk Regiment who was killed in August 1918, three months before 
the end of the war, Ernest Colby, William Cooper, Harry Hunt, David Johnson, George 
Payne, George Smith, who was killed at Gallipoli in August 1915, George Stevenson and 
Edward Upton, who died in Palestine in November 1917. W Halliday, a gunner in the Royal 
Horse Artillery, who died 10 June 1918, was buried in Scarning Churchyard.     

Village School 1918



George and Mabel Miller 

On June 13, 1918, the school's headmaster, George Miller, received his call up papers for 
military service. He was forty four. Miller was a tour de force. At the age of sixteen, he 
formed the King's Lynn Juniors Football Club and went on to become Captain of the Norfolk 
County Football Team. In 1901, he was appointed headmaster at Scarning, his wife, Mabel, 
becoming Mistress of the Infant Class. When his playing days ended he became one of the 
most popular football referees in the Eastern Counties and held the distinction of refereeing 
several international matches on the continent. In 1925, he was appointed chairman of the 
Norfolk Football Association, a post that he held until his death in 1931.

Miller threw himself into village life. He was captain of the Scarning Cricket Team under 
Jessopp's chairmanship and a member of the Manor House Golf Club. He was also Assistant 
Overseer of the Poor, Parish Clerk and Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Village Hall 
Trustees. When he took over at Scarning, the school was in a poor state of repair. Miller made 
significant changes. In 1910, he was responsible for the construction of a new cloakroom for 
the girls and the enlargement of the boys' cloakroom. The fireplaces (the sole source of 
heating) were repaired, new floors were laid and ventilation improved. Miller introduced a 
new class for the boys called Cottage Gardening, each boy being given his own small plot to 
cultivate. He also established a school cricket team and a school magazine. 

When war broke out in 1914, George Miller was considered too old to fight, but in June 1918, 
with the war seemingly far from over, he received his call up papers for military service. On 
17 June, he attended a Selection Board in London and was accepted as an officer in the Artists 
Rifles. He took up his duties three weeks later. In his absence, his wife took charge of the 
school. The war ended on 11 November, but Miller was retained in the forces, becoming 
education officer to the Fifth Army at its headquarters in Lille. He did not return to Scarning 
until March 1919. 

The war had a profound effect on him. In March 1920, the School Log recorded that he was 
'absent owing to a breakdown in his health.' His doctor ordered him to take a month's rest, but 
he did not return to his duties until the end of July. In 1930, the Local Education Authority 
reported that 'the headmaster has had charge of this school for nearly thirty years. In spite of 

George and Mabel Miller with School Children 1906



School 1910

ill health in recent years he has been able to discharge his duties with skill and care.' His 
health continued to deteriorate. In November 1931, he was admitted to the Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospital. A few days later, the school log noted, 'Mrs Miller called away to her 
husband, whose condition is reported to be serious.' George Miller died in hospital on the 
fourth of December.  

There was, however, a terrible sequel. On the afternoon of December 5, the day after his 
death, football teams throughout Norfolk observed a moment of silence as a mark of respect. 
A few hours earlier, Mabel Miller had been making arrangements for her husband's funeral 
when she was hit by a goods lorry in Norwich. The lorry had been left unattended when, 
without warning, it started to run down Timberhill, past the Bell Hotel and across the Castle 
Meadow tramways. Mabel Miller was with her sister. As the lorry came toward them, her 
sister leapt to one side, but in the confusion lost her grip on Mabel's arm. Mabel Miller was 
pinned to a set of iron railings.

George and Mabel Miller were buried in Scarning. The newspaper reported that 'the coffins 
were lowered into a single grave that was lined with white chrysanthemums and evergreens.' 
The couple left a daughter and two sons. 
 

The Village at War 

In the first months of 1939, thirty eight million gas masks were distributed (one to every man, 
woman and child in Britain) public air raid shelters were erected, identity cards were issued 
and in August the first Anderson shelters appeared in back gardens. On 3 September, Britain 
declared war on Germany, but instead of the expected air raids the skies were still. It was not 
until the spring of 1940 that the nation came under siege. In Scarning, road signs were taken 
down and the church bells were silenced. A number of evacuees were placed in the village, 



some in Hillfield House on Dereham Road, others at Meadowlea in Podmore. At Manor 
House, a pill box was erected and a searchlight installed. (Troops to man them were housed in 
Nissen huts on Manor Road and Fen Road.)

In 1940, the Local Defence Volunteers, or Home Guard, was established. The Home Guard in 
Scarning was commanded by Major Dodds, a former Commissioner of Taxes. The unit 
included Barry Clarke of New Inn Lane, who had fought in the Great War, George Allison of 

Hall Cottages, who was also the 
v i l l a g e ' s  A R P Wa r d e n ,  
farmworker Kennard Hawes, 
Walter Grand, who was married 
to the village schoolmistress, 
George Gray, who had served 
in the Boer War, Douglas 
Alexander, Harold Greenwood, 
H e n r y  C a r t e r ,  H e c t o r  
Simmons, Ernest Gilham and 
Stanley Woods. The Village 
H a l l  w a s  u s e d  a s  i t s  
headquarters and some of its 
weapons were stored in 
Plantation Wood next to the 
church. 

The lives of villagers were 
turned upside down by the war. 
I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  
Gove rnmen t  i n t roduced  
rationing and as the war went 
on the shortages became worse. 
Meat, tea, butter, cheese, 
chocolate, jam and sugar were 
among the long list of rationed 
items. Villagers were able to 
supplement their diet with 
berries picked from the 
hedgerows, moorhen's eggs 
and snared rabbits, but it was a 
lean time. The village's 
farmers, charged with the task 
of helping to feed the nation, 
strived to increase production 

and at harvest time villagers, young and old, went out into the fields to help. In the latter days 
of the conflict, German prisoners of war were set to work at Park Farm, Italian prisoners at 
Brookside Farm, cutting and gathering willow from the nearby osier beds. There were also 
two Land Girls in the village, one of who worked at Church Farm, which at that time was 
owned by Arthur Faulkner Wright, one of the sons of J J Wright, the Norfolk businessman, 
whose firm sold cars and agricultural machinery (some of it on the meadows at Church 
Farm). 

In 1942, the Americans took over a former RAF base at Shipdham. The following year, a base 



was opened at Wendling, extending into Beeston. The roads through Scarning filled with 
American servicemen, who passed through the village on bicycles, jeeps and trucks, 
sometimes stopping at the Black Horse Inn or the Spring Cottage. The constant roar of trucks 
and tanks through the village kept many a child occupied. It also brought tragedy. In March 
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1942, fourteen year old Olga Pratt was killed by an army truck as she crossed the road to her 
home at Railway Farm. The following month, Ellen Tuck of Woodhill Cottages was cycling 
to school with her children when her six year old son was knocked down by an army lorry and 
killed. 

There was individual tragedy too in the war abroad. In January 1942, Harry Blunt of 
Brookside Farm, who before the war had worked on the farm alongside his father, was killed 
in action in Singapore. He was thirty six. Blunt was the only villager from Scarning to be 
killed in action. A second villager, Richard Hicks of Grove House, the former home of the 
Warcup family, to who he was related, died of enteric fever in India in July 1945. He was 
twenty two. Blunt and Hicks are commemorated on the War Memorial outside the church and 
in the names of two roads on Draytonhall Lane estate. (Grove House, which was demolished 
after falling into rack and ruin, is similarly recalled in nearby Grove Road.)

The names of three other men are remembered in an act of heroism which took place shortly 
before the end of the war. In January 1945, a British Mosquito, which had taken off from 
Swanton Morley, crash landed in the fields near Broadway Farm. The plane was loaded with 
bombs and ammunition. The pilot and co pilot were trapped in the burning wreckage and 
would have died had it not been for the prompt action of Walter Ward, James Andrews and 
Herbert Farrow, who risked their own lives to pull them out moments before the plane 
exploded. The men were each awarded the British Empire Medal for their gallantry. 

The Closing of a Circle 

The war would mark a turning point in the history of the village. In 1947, emboldened by the 
sense of optimism which greeted the end of the conflict, Arthur Faulkner Wright gave 
Scarning its own playing field. The five acre field, known as the Well Meadow, had formerly 
been used to graze cows. The playing field came to be used for a variety of sports, from tennis 
and football matches to cricket and cycle speedway (the village having its own club, the 
Scarning Tigers, which competed against other local teams). A bowling green was laid down 
near the back of the Village Hall and in 1966, a wooden pavilion was erected. The playing 
field was also used for village fetes and other events. 

The village possessed a thriving community. In 1952, a Women's Institute was founded, as 
was a British Legion, which met at the Black Horse. The following year, a Women's Section 
of the Legion was formed. The village had its own Mother's Union, which was started in 
1928, a Sunday School and a church choir. The church congregation fluctuated, but events 
such as Harvest Festival and Christmas services were always well attended. Villagers also 
turned out in great numbers for the candlelit service that was held every Christmas at the 
Chapel in the Valley. There were other events in the village, which ranged from the Harvest 
Supper in the Village Hall to barn dances at Railway Farm and Church Farm. The Village 
Hall also hosted a wide variety of events from concerts to country dancing, whist drives and 
Easter Fairs. 

In 1965, twenty years after the end of the war, the village's population was recorded at six 
hundred and sixty six, virtually the same as it had been at the start of the century. The 
appearance of the village, nevertheless, was changing. In 1929, the first of twelve council 
houses was built at Hill Rise and shortly after the end of the war four more were erected on 
Park Lane, overlooking the playing field. There were others at School Plain and later Soames 
Place on Chapel Lane, named after Soames Barrett, who continued to maintain the Chapel in 



the Valley until his death in 1963, at the age of ninety one. The houses, to begin with, had no 
designated names and were simply identified as 'the council houses.' Those at School Plain, 
for instance, were not named until 1970, the same year that residents at Hill Rise were 
allowed to choose a name for their row of semi-detached houses from Jessopp Row, Jessopp 
Height, Hill Rise, Hill Top or Jessopp Cottages. In 1974, eight council bungalows were built 
on a piece of land opposite the playing field, which had formerly been a stackyard and on 
which there was a small pond. The bungalows were named Mayfair. 

After the war a number of the older cottages in the village were demolished, amongst them 
Milestone Cottage, which stood on the corner of Chapel Lane, next to the Black Horse. The 
blacksmith's forge on the opposite side of the road was also demolished, having been left 
derelict for many years. There were more derelict cottages on the corner of Shipdham Lane 
and Dereham Road. In 1953, the bodies of two babies were discovered in one of the cottages. 
The bodies were found in a tin trunk. Ella Mary Draper of Fen Road admitted to police that 
she was the mother of the children, who were born between 1942 and 1946 'as near as she 
could remember,' when she was living in the cottage with her parents. There was no evidence 
that the babies were born alive and the Dereham District Coroner, Leslie Allwood, recorded 
an open verdict.  

In 1965, piped water was brought to the village. Villagers up to then had drawn water from 
wells, or the village pump, which stood on the corner of Shipdham Lane. The arrival of water 
from a tap was a moment to savour, although as figures show not all villagers benefited. In 
1969, the Parish Council noted that thirty of the village's council houses had no water closets 
and instead used 'night-soil buckets in draughty wooden boxes down garden paths.' The 
contents were emptied into the 'honey cart' or 'lavender cart.' It was noted that in those houses 
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'there were no drains for household water and in some cases water could not be heated except 
in coal fired coppers.' It was not until 1971 that Scarning was connected to the main sewer. 

The nineteen seventies also witnessed another significant change in the lives of villagers 
with the construction of the A47, which effectively cut off the village from the main flow of 
traffic. Concerns about the volume of traffic passing through Scarning had been expressed 
for many years. In 1939, there had been plans for a bypass, but these had been shelved first by 
the war and afterwards by a lack of finance. There followed a series of measures that were 
designed to improve the safety of the road, but which did little to address the fundamental 
root of the problem. In 1959, for instance, about twenty feet of the churchyard was acquired 
by the Ministry of Transport and eighteen graves were moved in order to widen the road. A 
new wall was built around the front of the churchyard. 

The traffic through the village continued to increase, particularly in the summertime. At the 
height of summer, queues of traffic stretched for two or three miles on either side of 
Dereham, as holidaymakers headed to Great Yarmouth and the Broads. As it was the main 
road to Norwich, it was also heavily used by continental trailer lorries, which thundered 
through the village day and night. The traffic was so heavy that a garage and petrol pump was 
built opposite the Black Horse, while on the corner of New Inn Lane, the former public house 
was transformed into a transport café named The Corner House. 

There were, nevertheless, changes afoot. In the nineteen sixties, the railway line was closed 
and in 1970 the iron railway bridge near Arch Terrace was demolished. In 1976, the railway 
track was pulled up and the following year a new bridge was built over the road. The banks at 
the side of the railway line on which children had picked wild flowers were levelled and Fen 
Bridge near Drayton Hall Lane was demolished. At the same time, almost half the northern 
edge of Scarning Fen, which in 1961 had been acquired by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, was 
sold for the construction of the new bypass. The bypass was officially opened in March 1978 
by Lord Walston, the Minister of the Environment. It was completed at a cost of six million 

Old Railway Gatehouse



pounds and was six miles long. One of the main beneficiaries was the school, whose log 
recorded that 'it is now possible to teach without the constant roar of passing traffic.' 

At the same time, there were losses. The decline in trade occasioned by the new road led to 
the closure of the village's four former public houses. In 1982, the Black Horse closed and 
became a private residence. The Spring Cottage was demolished (a new house stands on the 
site) and the Carpenter's Arms and the Corner House became private homes. The village's 
petrol station, whose owners at one point had applied for permission to build a roadside 
motel, such was the level of traffic passing through the village, was closed. The village shop 
had closed some years earlier and with it went the little Post Office that was run out of a 
cottage at Arch Terrace. The old rectory was sold (later becoming Scarning Hall) and the new 
rectory that was built alongside it was only occupied by a resident rector for a few years 
before it too was sold. In December 1995, the Chapel in the Valley, which latterly had become 
part of the United Reform Church, held its last service. It too became a private residence. 

There were more changes to follow. In the early nineteen eighties, the first phase of a major 
new housing development was commenced at Drayton Hall Lane. The estate was built on 
open fields overlooking the Water Meadows and derived its name from the ancient manor 
house which had been built nearby over eight hundred years earlier. The names given to some 
of its roads reflected the former rural nature of the site. At the same time, others 
commemorated important figures in Scarning's history. Seckar Drive, for instance, was 
named in honour the school's founder, Miller Close and Grand Close, after two of its former 
heads. Wright Drive and Steward Way similarly recorded two of Scarning's long standing 
families. 

The construction of almost nine hundred houses led to a huge increase in the village's 
population. In 1971, the population of Scarning had stood at five hundred and seventy nine. 
Thirty years later, it was recorded at almost three thousand. In the following years, more 
houses were built in the village. At the Watlings, overlooking the playing field, thirteen 
houses were erected and next to it another eight were built at Jessopp Close, near the church. 
Black Horse Close comprised a development of eight houses, while more recently six houses 
were erected at Kestrel Close, near the school and eight properties at Home Field Close on 
the site formerly occupied by Church Farm. (The farmhouse itself remains and has been 
converted into a nursing home.)

The village evolved, as indeed it continues to evolve. In the nineteen seventies, the school 
had faced closure due to falling pupil numbers, but the vast increase in the population 
heralded by the construction of the new housing estate, revived its fading fortunes. In 1999, a 
new extension was opened at the school with a purpose built reception classroom, new 
activity hall and library. Work was also carried out to refurbish the interior of the old school 
house. A second major extension was completed in September 2007, which added a new hall 
and kitchen, seven new classrooms and two large playgrounds. In 1979, there were twenty 
three children on the register. Thirty years later, the number stands at more than two hundred. 

The face of agriculture too has changed, but whilst the number of working farms has fallen, 
Scarning remains a predominantly rural village. The land might not employ the greater 
number of its inhabitants as it once did, but its rich soil continues to provide a living for those 
who work it and who in turn help to preserve the countryside around it. The village's farmers 
have adapted to the changing times. Manor Farm, for instance, while still a working farm, has 
added a riding school alongside its farm buildings. Railway Farm is let as industrial units and 
Dale Farm, now known as Scarning Dale, has become a country guest house. Other farms, 



such as Riverside Farm, Pymans and Old Hall Farm, the oldest house in the village, have 
become private residences.  

The village's main buildings have similarly been forced to adapt. The Village Hall, freed 
from some of the restraints imposed on it, such as the sale of alcohol, now serves as a venue 
for wedding receptions and other private functions, children's parties, art classes and parish 
meetings. In 2006, more than a hundred years after its foundation, the hall was refurbished 
and extended at a cost of £185,000. The church too, faced by falling numbers, has moved 
with the times and as well as sunday services is used as a venue for concerts, an art exhibition 
and a flower festival. The work of preserving the building is ongoing. 

The village has adapted to the changing times. The past, nevertheless, is ever present. It is all 
around us, in the parish church in which villagers have been baptised and married for 
centuries, the rolling streams that gently flow through the meadows, the old farmhouses, 
whose creaking beams exude the history of former times and the narrow lanes down which 
our forebears used to stroll. The world around us might have changed, but more than a 
thousand years after the first settlers put it on the map, Scarning has proved to be as resilient 
as the land on which it was built. 



Source Notes 

This book is based on a number of sources. It does not claim to be a comprehensive history by any 
means and many of the subjects would benefit from further research. The pleasure garden that linked 
Scarning and Dereham, for instance, deserves greater attention. The village's ancient school similarly 
merits an entire book in order to preserve this important slice of Norfolk history. 

The main sources of information are as follows :-

The Elders of Arcady by Augustus Jessopp can be found in his book, England's Peasantry and other 
essays. The essay contains a wealth of information about Scarning, as does A Rustic Retrospect, which 
includes the tale of the unfortunate Reverend Beevor. The essay can be found in Random Roaming. 
Additional information about Beevor and his family can be found in Anne Carter's excellent book, The 
Beevor Story.  

The Norfolk Record Office in Norwich contains innumerable documents and maps. A complete list 
can be found at www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk

The website www.heritage.norfolk.gov.uk is an invaluable aid to where archaeological finds have 
been made in the village.  

Barry Girling's notes on Scarning Free School can be found in George Carthew's History of the 
Hundred of Launditch.

The basis for the section on the School Strike is Derek Clabburn's unpublished thesis.

Entries on John Fenn, Robert Potter and Edward Thurlow can be found in the Dictionary of National 
Biography. There is a wealth of information about each man, which it has not been possible to include 
in this publication due to the limitations of cost and space.  

Arthur Young's General View of the Agriculture of the County of Norfolk (1804) containing 
illustrations and descriptions of the agricultural inventions of Reverend St John Priest, can be studied 
in the Norfolk Heritage Centre.

William Faden's Map of Norfolk of 1797 shows the village at the end of the eighteenth century. 
Bryant's Map of Norfolk similarly shows the village thirty years later. 

Finally, the village website, www.scarning.info contains photographs and information about the 
village, both past and present. 




