The

Scarning
Beacon

Issue 008 Apr 2021
Welcome to the April edition of your community
newsletter, which is another bumper edition.
Please spread the word to neighbours - they can
either receive it straight to their inbox, or
download it from the village website www.Scarning.Info, but please also consider
printing copies of the newsletter for anyone
without internet access. Thank you.

Some of þe content inside
your community newsletter
(Click an item to go to the page)
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The website is constantly having new content and
features added. The Events calendar includes
which bin to put out each week, full details of the
various food vans, church services and school
events and much more. A local weather forecast is
now included along with links to BBC news items,
and the School’s live Twitter feed. Please let us
know of anything else you’d like to see included on
the website…
Elsewhere online, the Scarning social media
platforms are going from strength to strength with
conversations about all manner of topics, and it’s a
great way of keeping in touch with others in our
village.
With Lockdown gradually being eased it’s
heartening to see life starting to return to
normality again, with the children able to attend
school, church services starting again and
activities in the village hall starting again before
too long. The Post-It note on the back page of the
Beacon won’t be big enough for all the village
events hopefully!
There are lots of Easter themed items this month from various egg traditions from around the
world, Easter trees and a Simnel cake recipe, and
even a poem about the delights of chocolate, of
course.
Easter Egg Hunt - there are a number of Easter
Eggs hidden in this newsletter. How many can you
find? (Answer on the back page.)

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The Scarning Beacon is supported by Scarning Parish Council.
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Scarning Info
carning has had a village website for over 12 years
and it has always carried a wealth of useful
information about our village.

S

It has now had a major revamp, partly to reflect the
look and style of the Scarning Beacon newsletter, but
also to add new exciting features.
The Home page now includes up-to-date news and
information from Scarning, and now also the BBC
UK news.There is even the local weather forecast and
the most recent Instagram photo.
The upcoming Events panel shows brief details of
what’s happening in our village in the next few days.
You can view full details of all the upcoming events
on the main Village Events page, which has times,
locations & contact details - very handy when you
want to find out about last minute changes to the
Street Food! It also includes events from Scarning
School. You can also request for events to be added to
the village calendar. Not sure if it’s the green or black
bin to put out? - just check the Events!

There is also the usual Contacts & Links section
which has a vast array of useful links to other
websites and local businesses.
As lockdown is gradually eased, more and more
events and activities will start to take place within
Scarning again, so your village website is the place to
visit to ensure you’re not missing out.
Scarning.Info does what it says on the tin - it’s a
website for information about Scarning, but it’s also a
permanent work-in-progress. There will constantly be
more information added, with regular news and
events added along with other updates. So, please let
us know of anything that could be added or changed,
particularly of village events, plus any errors or
inaccuracies.
Mail@Scarning.Info

www.Scarning.Info

longside the revamped Scarning Info website,
there is also an Instagram page, and a Facebook
group - both called Scarning Community, plus the
increasingly popular Nextdoor network.

A

All three platforms are for all of the residents of
Scarning - as an ideal way to share ideas, tips and
news on life in our lovely village with your friends
and neighbours.

There are separate pages for many of the major
organisations within the village and also the various
clubs and activities which take place, from allotments
to walks & cycleways and wildlife.
There is a live feed from Scarning School’s Twitter
account, so you can see what the children (and
teachers!) have been up to…
The rich and varied history of Scarning is also
reflected in the various History sections, which will be
a growing resource of fascinating information from
the past.
There is a Scrapbook section where some of the
regular pages from the Beacon will be archived,
including the Cookery Corner recipes.
27 Mar 2021
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Please look these up and follow/join them, as this is
where any changes in Scarning events and news will
be published in between these monthly newsletters.
If you find that a month is too long to go for your fix
of Scarning news, then Scarning Community,
Nextdoor and of course Scarning Info, are definitely
the places to visit!
“Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does
anything about it.”
Mark Twain
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning Village Hall and Estate Trust
are seeking a secretary
The ideal candidate will have experience in a
secretarial role with excellent organisational and
communication skills. This role will involve
representing the Trust in a professional manner,
undertaking all written correspondence, organising
meetings and minute taking.
This position will be part-time, approximately 10
hours per month although this can change depending
on the requirements of the Trust. You will be the
main contact for Scarning Village Hall and Estate
Trust and some flexibility in working patterns will be
expected to fulfil the requirements of the role.
Scarning Village Hall and Estate Trust welcomes
applicants and will make reasonable adjustments to
working conditions to ensure that the right candidate
can carry out this role.
For a full job description and person specification
please contact secretary Donna Wales D_Wales@Sky.Com. For further information please
contact Chairperson Alan Glister AlanGlister@BTInternet.Com 07780 924017
Please apply in writing, including a copy of your CV,
in the first instance to the Chairperson.
Closing date for applications is 26th April 2021
27 Mar 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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carning
S
Parish Council
As you can read elsewhere in the Beacon, two
successful litter picks took place in March and
we are extremely grateful to everyone who
gave their time to help. It’s made a huge
difference to the village… thank you.
A new noticeboard has been installed at the
Shipdham Lane playing field, half of which is
for residents to use as they wish.
New metal fencing has been erected around
the children’s play equipment near to
Blackthorn Drive, and the wet patches on the
footpaths and entrances will be improved
shortly.
The next Council meeting will be online at
7.30pm on April 19th. Anyone is welcome to
attend, so please just let the Clerk know.

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
www.ScarningPC.Info

Verse and Worse
Will There Be Chocolate In Heaven?
Will There Be Chocolate In Heaven?
For without it life will be hell.
There's got to be chocolate in heaven
And then I'd know that all's well.
Please line my coffin with chocolate
In case my journey's delayed.
Sprinkle my body with cocoa,
Then all my fears are allayed.
Death By Chocolate's appealing
It only adds to my girth.
Nevertheless, with Eaton Mess
Is my idea of heaven on earth.
I tried to give up the habit
Although I cannot say no.
Oh yes in the end it may kill me,
But hell, what a great way to go.
I know now there's chocolate in heaven.
And if you look up to the stars,
Yes, I'm sure there's chocolate in heaven
Because there's the red planet MARS.

01362 687492

If further proof is needed
MILKY WAY's in our GALAXY too.
Which shows that for what I have pleaded,
Has been granted for me and for you.

Advertising

Frank Foreman
01362 687082
fforeman4@sky.com

We have now started
accepting adverts.

100% of all advertising fees will
be donated to local charities.
(See the A2C article on Page 8)
So, if you are a local business,
you really should place an advert
- not only will you be reaching
your customers, but you’ll also
be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
27 Mar 2021
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Frank Foreman’s books of my poetry are:
The Seasons in Scarning
Will There be Chocolate in Heaven?
Tributes
My World of Rhyme
Reflections
That’s All Folks
All sales are for Charity Parkinsons and Scarning
Church.
www.Scarning.Info
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t the top of Draytonhall Lane there is a small
A
development of houses called Kestrel Close.
Before the houses were built this was the site of the
depot of Euroview Coaches, a local firm which
expanded to the point where it needed bigger
premises. Euroview are now based at Rash’s Green
in Dereham.
Those who have
been around in
Scarning for a while
will recall that
before Euroview
had it the site was a
petrol filling station,
back in the days
when the A47 came
through the village.
Our two photos this month show what it was like in
its heyday. At that time Mid Norfolk Motors, near the
church, was also a filling station and repair garage
but the reduction in through traffic following the
building of the bypass and later the selling of cutprice fuel at the local supermarkets eventually
reduced trade to an unviable level.
One thing that I
didn’t know until
very recently is that
Scarning Filling
Station belonged to
the Wright family,
who have had a big
impact in our local
area over the years,
and employed many people. The agricultural
dealership J J Wright and Sons in London Road in
Dereham was a Ford tractor main dealer for sixty
years. The family also had a Ford car dealership in
the High Street, which later became Gilbert Rice and
then Busseys. They had strong connections with
Scarning, owning Church and Park Farms. The
playing field was a gift from the Wright family in
1947.
With thanks to Ben Hewson for supplying the
photographs.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
27 Mar 2021
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Librar y
he mobile library service is still
temporarily suspended but will
resume when it is safe to do so.
When the service starts again, there
will be a new stop at School Plain in
the afternoon, as well as the existing
stop on Park Lane in the morning.

T

In the meantime, any items can be returned by
'posting' them through the letter boxes of any Norfolk
Library.
www.Scarning.Info
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Food
VANS

The
Dirty
Donkey

opefully now as we march through Spring, the
H
evenings of standing in the freezing cold at a
food van will become a distant memory. We've

1.

certainly had all weathers over the last few months,
which has tested our hunger.
Breckland Council have started to require food vans
to have a Street Consent (“licence”) to sell food on
streets and public land, which affects us in Scarning.
The Consent costs £408 and is only applicable to
Breckland, which makes it unaffordable for some of
the vans visiting us from outside Breckland.

2.

However, selling food for pre-orders only doesn’t
require the Consent. Selling food on private land
doesn’t require the Consent either. The garage is
private land, by very kind permission of Roger Long,
so the Consent requirement doesn’t apply there, but
it does on the playing field, which is public land. To
make it even more complicated, some food vans
need to be sited on the playing field if they require
electricity or water supplies.

6.

So, some vans will be able to accept walk-ups, and
some will only be able to accept pre-orders. Some
vans will be on the playing field and some will be at
the garage - confused?!!!
If a van is advertised as being pre-orders only, it's
not that they are being awkward, it's just to
comply within Breckland’s rulings!
Full details are on the village website’s Events
calendar, but also keep an eye on the various social
media pages.
So, here's the current line-up for April.....
Every Wednesday IB the Chippy will be at the trailer
garage, 17.00-20.00
Sunday 4th, (Easter Sunday) Churros and Chorizo
will be at the playing field 16.00-20.00, PREORDERS ONLY
Saturday 17th, The Durban Grill will be at the
playing field 17.00-20.00, PRE-ORDERS ONLY
Friday 23rd, Broadside Pizzas will be at the trailer
garage, 17.00-20.00
27 Mar 2021
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3.
4.
5.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Pub
Quiz

According to legend, which famous stories
were told each night by a Queen to her
husband in order for her to avoid
execution the next morning?
The island of Capri is situated at the
southern entrance to which bay?
Which Broadway musical was based on the
novel, The Once and Future King?
Dover is the capital of which US state?
Who played Gloria in the TV series It ain’t
half hot, Mum?
In the Bible, Genesis is the first book of the
Old Testament. Which is the second?
Minilla is the adopted son of which
infamous heavyweight monster?
The mouflon is a wild what?
Which river, the third longest in England,
flows through the Midlands to the
Humber?
How many miles are there in 8 kilometres?
What is the name given to the study of the
flight dynamics of projectiles?
Which fictional aviator had friends called
Ginger and Algy?
What was Beethoven’s first name?
How old must Scotch whisky be before it
can be sold in the UK?
What is the collective name for a group of
moles?
Which is the only vowel not found on the
top letter line of a standard keyboard?
Name two of the four largest landlocked
countries in Africa.
According to several sources, Lisa
Gherardini was the subject of which
portrait?
In which country were the first guide dogs
trained?
At the start of a game of English draughts,
how many squares are not covered by
pieces?

And finally – Where should you go on Saturday
1st May 2021?
Click here to go to the answers on Page 12
www.Scarning.Info
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s we have just taken part in the Census, you may
be interested in what Scarning was like over 200
years ago when the first census was carried out.

A

At the start of the
19th C, Scarning had
a population of 434.
Nowadays, our
population is around
3,000, but Scarning
then was relatively
small, though its position on the main road gave it
greater prominence than many of the surrounding
villages.
Those 434 residents were crammed into 55 houses,
many of which were dilapidated cottages with holes
in the roof and basic facilities. No cooker, no central
heating, no washing machine.
Country life is now highly prized, but back then there
was no such thing as a rural idyll. Wood for the fire
was collected off the common land and in autumn
villagers foraged in the woods for berries to top up
their diet. Poaching was severely punished –
offenders could be transported to Australia if caught
– and there was a cage near the edge of Dereham in
which villagers were locked for lesser crimes. A set
of stocks once stood in the churchyard for the same
purpose, together with a whipping post.
Most villagers were farm labourers, but there were a
few craftsmen, among them a blacksmith and
wheelwright, as well as a bricklayer and a tailor. The
poor and the destitute ended up in the workhouse at
Gressenhall.
There were several ale houses for villagers to quench
their thirst. Beer was the most common drink, but
villagers drew water from the streams, and from the
wells on what is now the playing field behind the
Village Hall, formerly known as the Well Meadow.
A number of properties survive from those days,
such as Park Farm and Old Hall Farm, as well as the
church and the school. The Grange, next to the
school, was occupied by the Girling family, some of
whom are buried in the floor of Scarning church – a
sign of their wealth. Scarning also had a circular
house that could be moved on its own axis. It was
located in Podmore and was built by Brightmore
Trollop, who made his fortune as a wood carver.
After his death in 1802, the house fell into disuse and
became known as Trollop’s Folly.

boarded near the school in a range of rickety
outhouses. In winter, pupils broke the ice off the
well.
The schoolmaster, Rev St John Priest, was more
interested in his work as Secretary to the new
Norfolk Agricultural Society (forerunner of the group
that now runs the Royal Norfolk Show). Priest was
its first Secretary. Each year, he visited farms and
country shows up and down England, sometimes
with Thomas Coke of Holkham, who was the
Society’s first President. Priest also attended
agricultural shows at Holkham Hall, known as sheep
shearings, at which new farm machinery and tools
were exhibited, rather like the Royal Norfolk Show.
By the turn of the century, the rector, Rev Beevor,
had been drummed out of the village for marrying
his cook a few short weeks after the death of his
wife. Seemingly more interested in his stomach than
sentiment for his wife, Beevor accepted the cook’s
ultimatum to marry her or be deprived of her
culinary skills. Beevor signed the marriage
certificate. The cook made her mark with an X.
After Rev Beevor fled the
village, he was replaced by his
brother in law, Philip Aufrere.
The Aufreres were well to do.
One of Philip’s relatives bought
Bernini’s statue of Neptune,
now in the V&A. His brother
drowned on HMS Lutine,
which sank off the Dutch coast
in 1799. After the Lutine’s bell
was recovered in 1865, it was
(and is) used to herald
important announcements – one stroke for bad news,
two for good. The east window of Scarning church is
a memorial to Philip Aufrere.
In 1811, Rev Aufrere recorded the village’s
population for the next census. The figure was 490,
an increase of 56 over ten years. There were, he
wrote, 63 houses.
We have come a long way since then – mobile
phones, cars, laptops, machines that do the work
once done by horse and plough – but in terms of its
landscape Scarning remains unchanged in many
ways. We are still a widespread parish, with over
3,000 acres of land, rolling streams, spinneys, narrow
lanes, farms and cottages. There are perhaps some
things which do not change.
Nick Hartley
nicklouise.hartley@btinternet.com

At the start of the 19th c, the school was still teaching
pupils Latin and Greek. It was a popular private
school. Pupils paid fees for their education and

If you are interested in more about the village’s
history, Scarning: A Portrait of a Village by Nick
Hartley is available through the Norfolk Library
Service.

27 Mar 2021

www.Scarning.Info

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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Advertising

To

Charity

he charity with the most votes during March was
the Air Ambulance, thank you to everyone who
sent in their nominations.

T

Here is the choice for this month, so please let us
know which is your preferred charity for our
donation of next month's advert fees.
St Martins
This Norwich based charity aims to maximise
independent living and prevent homelessness in the
community by offering a hand up - housing, support
and care - to the most vulnerable, and to increase
compassion within our community. They have a
range of services, from emergency hostel
accommodation to training courses to help people
build up their skills and self-esteem.
Norfolk Accident Rescue Service
This charity has helped to provide equipment and
training for local doctors to respond to serious road
traffic accidents. All of the members are volunteers
and offer their services free of charge in their spare
time. The organisation is funded completely by
donations, it receives no government or health
service funding.

T

A2C

The Beacon
he Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is being celebrated
nationally over a four day Bank Holiday
Weekend from 2nd to the 5th June 2022.

T

The plans are still in the early stages, but one thing
that will definitely happen is the lighting of beacons,
such as in Scarning, throughout the land. In
anticipation of this, the Parish Council plans to
refurbish the beacon and move it slightly to a more
central position within the Beacon Lay-by.
How would you like to celebrate
over the weekend? A street party
perhaps? A fete on the
Playing Field? A drive-in
cinema on the Water
Meadows perhaps? An
evening event ending with
the lighting of the beacon and
fireworks? Or, how about all of the
above? It’s over four days and we
know how Scarning likes to party!

Norfolk Age UK
Age UK Norfolk is an independent local charity,
supporting older people by providing high quality
services. They have information and advice for
anyone over the age of 50, helping with benefits or
with funding, assisting in filling in forms, or setting
up social care assessments. They have a
"befriending" service to tackle the problem of
loneliness, and can give up to date information on
vacancies in local care homes.
So, don't forget to vote with your nomination by
emailing ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Do you do create your own
artwork or crafts?
If so, we’d be delighted to include your
handiwork on these pages.
A few words and some photos are all we need.
So, don’t be shy, let us know!
27 Mar 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

After 2020, and with 2021 not starting much better,
we all deserve something exciting to look forward
to...
So, what ideas have you got? We’d love
to hear your thoughts on possible events
in Scarning over the Bank Holiday
Weekend. If we all share our ideas and
resources, we’ll be able to celebrate in
style!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Litter ck
Pi
he first Litter Pick of 2021 was very ably
organised by Chris Farnham and Nick Hartley
and a large number of residents turned out for this
“socially distanced” affair. An astonishing amount of
litter was recovered from the footpaths and
hedgerows of our village lanes, roads and streets.

T

I was amazed at the number of discarded drinks cans
just casually tossed out of the windows of cars, along
with an astounding amount of McDonalds
packaging. This seemed to be more prevalent in the
roads off the A47 where hungry people would find a
gateway to consume their just purchased snack and
leave the cartons behind.
Surprise items on my section were a dozen discarded
empty tubes of resin filler, a duvet and 4 bags of
neatly packed litter. I filled a further dozen black bin
liner bags just from Dale Road. It was so
disappointing to drive down there just a few days
later to find freshly discarded rubbish.
As I write this, another litter
pick is scheduled for Saturday
27th March, before the
undergrowth gets too high and
no doubt there will be another
bumper haul stacked at the
Beacon lay by for Breckland DC
to collect again.

t feels like an age since play has been allowed with
the succession of lockdowns 2 and 3, alongside
winter. So I'm sure there are several keen players out
there itching to hold a racquet again. It would be nice
if we had a good summer again ahead to
compensate.

I

Under government lifting of rules, outdoor tennis
should be allowed again after March 29th.
Both the courts are due to be cleaned and have the
lines re-done too, and the club has agreed to pay for
this, (as opposed to the playing field committee). At
the time of writing this, I'm hoping this will take
place certainly before April 1st, if not March 29th.
Also, the club is buying a replacement net for the
court close to the Pavilion.
While these two things will benefit everyone who
uses the courts, we have come to an agreement with
the playing field committee that in exchange, both
courts will be for club use only during the times
below, free of charge. This is for the whole of 2021,
so everyone who comes along to the club can enjoy
another year of free play during this year. What could
be better than that!
If however, you prefer to play at other times during
the week, you can hire the courts for £3.50/hour by
contacting Pam Cole 01362 687420
So if you fancy a game of tennis, come along to the
club sessions. It is for 16 and over, but all standards
of play are welcome.
See you on court soon.
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com

Please make contact with myself
if you’d like to be kept in touch
about future litter picks.
Neil Parsons
07860 663678
e11snp@icloud.com
27 Mar 2021
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www.Scarning.Info
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eaters on their migration route. We watched Great
Bustards striding across the plains of Extremadura in
Spain and all the time we recorded these scenes on
film as painting was not part of my experience. We
kept the photos in albums and returned to them often
to recall places and events we had enjoyed.

Birding, Travel and Art
e thought you might like to meet some
W
members of the art club and find out where
they get their artistic inspiration from, so in the next

We always enjoy markets all over the world and I
came across a beautiful little girl in a Senegalese
market who sat patiently at her mother’s material
stall. I asked permission to take her photo and she
became the subject of my first portrait.

few months we aim to introduce ourselves.
For me it was probably a bird book which started my
interest in the natural world. It was given to me by
my father. At the time I was 4 years 7 months old!
Not being able to read, I was inevitably attracted to
the wonderful watercolour illustrations by Ralston
Gudgeon R.S.W. I wondered if I would ever see all
of the birds illustrated.
Many decades later my husband and I joined the
Enfield RSPB group and soon became hooked. Our
holidays soon took on the focus of places rich in
birdlife. First we visited the UK, Choughs and Pied
Flycatchers in Wales, with Harbour Porpoises off the
coast at Newquay, followed by Golden Eagles,
Ptarmigans and VERY feisty Capercaillie in
Scotland. Then off the coast of Northumberland
came the Guillemots, Gannets, Puffins and the
aggressive Arctic Terns of the Farne Islands.

Early one morning we went up to the walkway which
encircles the Canopy Tower in Panama to look out at
the forest and there right at the top of a cecropia tree
was a Three-toed Sloth asleep and oblivious to the
world. He was almost near enough to touch. Just
recently he has become the subject of one of my
paintings.
I have recently used friends’ photos for my
inspiration. Norfolk has wonderful big skies and this
has encouraged me to celebrate them. Lastly I have
included a very local Tawny Owl which sits in an old
weathered oak which is at the beginning of our
monthly bird walk. He has become a local celebrity
and has been the star of many photos. We are so
lucky to live in Norfolk and to have access to so
much wonderful wildlife.

Like many travellers, I love the anticipation of being
in a new country with the sights, sounds and smells
which tell you that you are far from home. When we
travelled to Europe we would often go on a package
holiday but then hire a car and extend the birding
focus from our base. We stopped to wonder at a
multicoloured tree in France, only to see at closer
quarters that it was dripping with beautiful Bee27 Mar 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Oil painting has seduced me. I love the smell and
feel of the paints. It is definitely a sensual experience
especially with palette knife in hand when you can
create a real texture on the canvass. During lock
down it has helped me to focus and to remain
comparatively sane!
Who would have thought that a bird book all those
years ago could have sparked off a desire to explore
countries, their wildlife and a passion to paint?
Jacquie Fenn
Jacquief781@aol.com
SAC Secretary
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

give you an idea, it currently costs £1850 a year to
insure the church and our Parish Share is almost
£11,000. Incidentally the Parish Share is what a
church such as ours pays to the diocese each year,
mainly for the provision of clergy. Many people
have the understandable but mistaken idea that the
Church of England distributes money to parishes to
help with running costs.

e are pleased to announce the resumption of
W
services at Ss. Peter & Paul’s church. The first
one, for Palm Sunday on 28th March, should already
have taken place by publication date, and there will
be a Compline Service at 7 pm on Wednesday 31st
March [Holy Week] . The next service will be on
Easter Sunday, 4th April, at 11.15, with the same
provisions for social distancing, masks and hand
sanitisation that we adopted previously. These and
future services will be in the calendar on the village
website [www.scarning.info].
The wonderful YouTube services that we have been
enjoying will continue up to and including Easter
Sunday but will then cease. Zoom worship will still
be available as an alternative to services in the
churches. Following Easter, services from St.
Nicholas, Dereham will be live-streamed on
Facebook for the foreseeable future. Details as usual
are at www.derehamanddistrictteam.org.uk.
I mentioned last month that we have had a survey
done of the churchyard trees and there is a significant
amount to be done. The Parish Council helps with
the cost of cutting the grass but trees remain the
responsibility of the church. Part of this is some
straightforward work on the lime trees near the gate
at the top of Chapel Lane and on two holm oaks near
the boundary with Scarning Hall. Straightforward
doesn’t equal cheap of course, and this will cost
£540.
Less straightforward and more serious is the
magnificent holm oak to the north of the church, next
to the driveway coming in from Chapel Lane. There
is a vertical crack in the trunk where it forks and if
nothing is done this may eventually result in the tree
literally splitting down the middle. We could remove
it, which would be the simplest solution, but it would
mean the loss of a beautiful tree which is a
significant landscape feature. It could be pollarded,
which involves removing the branches leaving just
the trunk. Eventually the tree might grow back to
form a much smaller bushy crown, but we are
advised that pollarding a holm oak of this age might
kill it. The third option, which the PCC has chosen to
take, is to reduce the crown to lessen the stress on the
trunk. This would be repeated in three years time. It
would give us the best chance of saving the tree, but
at an initial cost of almost £1000.
So the tree work needing to be done this year is
going to cost around £1500, and we still have our
normal overheads and running costs for keeping the
church open and functioning at a time when our
income from service collections, coffee mornings
and other fundraisers has been vastly reduced. To
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ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Will you help us save this tree?

With these
things in mind
the PCC is
making an
appeal for
contributions to
help us with the
trees so that we
can maintain our
churchyard and
keep it safe for
all. We
appreciate that
there is never a
good time to ask
for money but if
you feel that you
could help with
a gift of
whatever size
we would be
very grateful.

You can give by cash, cheque, bank transfer or
online, and the details are below. Alternatively you
could come to our Plant & Cake Sale on Saturday
1st May and make a donation, or come along to a
Sunday service and tell one of the churchwardens
that you would like to make a gift to help with the
tree work. Thank you.
Donations by cheque [to ‘Scarning PCC’] to the
PCC Treasurer:
Mrs. Heather Hewson
Borrowdale
Coach Lane
Scarning
NR19 2PQ
Please contact Heather on 01362 693401 if you
would like to pay by bank transfer. Heather will
also be able to provide a form if you would like Gift
Aid to be claimed on your donation.
Online donations can be made by going to:
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/donate/?id=2436
Please note that donations made online are collected
centrally by the Diocese of Norwich and credited to
Scarning’s parish share. This reduces the amount
the PCC has to raise for the share and frees up
money to be used elsewhere, such as for trees.
Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

Easter - unlocking
am writing on March 23rd, one year after the first
lockdown. Since then we have had three
lockdowns in an attempt to prevent the virus
spreading. It has been a dreadful year and one like
none of us have ever known. There will no doubt be
much analysing of this year and how it has impacted
on mental health, economics, and community life. It
is not known what will be said by the Prime Minister
on the 29th March when we should move into the
next stage of releasing the lockdown, especially in
the light of rising infection rates in Europe.

I

The writer of the letter called ‘Hebrews’ puts it this
way:
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of
the people. Because he himself was tested by what he
suffered, he is able to help those who are being
tested. Hebrews 2.17,18.
Perhaps this is the place to end – ‘he is able to help
those who are being tested’ – a promise that Jesus is
with us in a fearful world.
Happy Easter
Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
revpcubitt@btinternet.com

It is hard to make any meaningful analysis of the
year in a few short paragraphs. I have taken about 65
funerals these last twelve months and have seen firsthand the impact of reduced attendances at funerals,
isolation of grieving families unable to hug, the
shivering at graveside services and sense of
incompleteness and lack of closure.
I am aware of people who have lost confidence and
have found isolation a new and safe way of living.
There will be many community groups and activities
who will lose people who will not come back: some
friendship bonds made by doing things together will
have a different feel about them.

The
Dirty
Donkey

Click here to go to the
questions on Page 6

1.

We have much to be thankful for too. Many,
including myself, have received the vaccination and
many more will be jabbed as the weeks and months
roll on. This means the chances we have of catching
or spreading the virus is greatly lessened.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

One of the themes I have picked up during this past
year is fear. Our own mortality has come into focus
more than ever before, yet life today, even with
coronavirus, is less risky than it was 100 years ago.
The funeral service reminds us:
In the midst of life we are in death;
to whom can we turn for help,
but to you, Lord, who are justly angered by our sins?
Yet, Lord God most holy, Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Saviour,
deliver us from the bitter pain of eternal death.

8.

April brings Easter and Easter the great celebration
of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Although our
celebrations will be limited by not being able to sing
hymns like, ‘Thine be the glory’ and ‘Jesus Christ is
risen today’, we can confidently proclaim, ‘He is
risen indeed, alleluia!’, in the face of fear and worry.
The journey through Holy Week is a good time to
remember the darkness Jesus experienced and the
violence he endured.
27 Mar 2021
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Pub
Quiz

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

One Thousand and One Nights – told
by Scheherazade to King Shahryar
Bay of Naples
Camelot
Delaware – Dover is in Kent County
Melvyn Hayes
Exodus
Godzilla (he first appeared in the 1967
film Son of Godzilla)
A sheep – thought to be the ancestor of
all modern domestic sheep breeds
River Trent
5
Ballistics
Biggles
Ludwig
It must be matured for a minimum of
three years
A labour of moles
Letter A
Niger, Chad, Mali and Ethiopia
The Mona Lisa
In Germany after the First World War
to help blinded veterans
40. There are 64 squares and two
teams of 12 draughts. In other
traditions larger boards are used – with
up to 100 squares

And finally - To the plant and cake sale at
Scarning Church!
www.Scarning.Info
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bush is decorated with eggs that have been painted to
look like fruits. The decorated eggs symbolise the
end of winter and the return of warmer weather.
Sweden - Egg Roof Tile Rolling

n many cultures the easter egg is a symbol of new
life, fertility and rebirth. It has become one of the
most widely recognised Easter symbols, representing
the rebirth of Christ as well as the coming of Spring.
Here are a few ways in which different countries
celebrate Easter.

I

Scotland - Egg Rolling

Although the Scots participate in many of the
customs associated with Easter, they do have one
tradition that is said to have originated in Scotland.
On Easter Sunday, many Scottish families participate
in an egg rolling contest. After they’re boiled and
painted, the decorated eggs are taken to the park
where they are rolled down a hill. The person whose
egg rolls the furthest distance without breaking is the
winner of the contest. Although it is generally
considered a children’s game, egg rolling actually
has a religious meaning: the rolling of the eggs down
the hill symbolises the rolling away of the stones on
Christ’s tomb associated with his resurrection.
Germany - Egg Dance
There is one Easter tradition in
Germany that dates back to
Medieval times. The egg dance
game is played by setting eggs
on the ground and dancing
around them. The object of the
game is to damage as few of
the eggs as possible.
In some instances, to make the
game more challenging the
dancers are actually
blindfolded. Another popular
German custom is the
Osterbaum or the traditional
Easter Tree. A large tree or
27 Mar 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Easter Saturday in Sweden begins with children
dressing up as good witches and giving out cards in
return for eggs and sweets. Decorated eggs are
typically exchanged among family members and
friends. Later, the eggs are used in a game where
they are rolled down roof tiles held up at an angle on
the floor. The object of the game is to see which egg
goes the furthest. If someone’s egg gets hit by
another person’s, the latter gets to keep both. Small
twigs and branches of willow or birch are also a
common sight in Swedish homes during the Easter
holidays.
Mexico - Egg Showers
In Mexico,
one custom
dictates that
hollowed out
eggs filled
with confetti,
called
cascarones,
are broken
over a chosen
person’s head.
This colourful shower of confetti is said to bring
good luck. Families go to the park to celebrate on
Easter Sunday, and the children usually hide their
cascarones and wait for an unsuspecting friend to
sneak up on and break an egg over their head!
This Easter tradition was first introduced to Mexico
by the Spaniards. During Marco Polo’s visit to
China, he observed the filling of hollow eggs with
perfumed powder and brought the custom back to
Europe. Cascarones can also be traced back to the
Italian Renaissance, when men tossed hollowed
eggs filled with perfumed powder at the women they
were courting.
www.Scarning.Info
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ealthwatch Norfolk are launching a project to
H
find out how people affected by cancer have
accessed their appointments during the pandemic.

do an Easter tree every year. The branches are
from a twisty willow in our garden but you could
use other twigs.
The eggs are mementoes from all over the place,
Russia, Poland, Germany, the Netherlands and even
Bawdeswell Garden Centre.
I first saw it done in a friend's house in Holland about
30 years ago and have done it ever since. I always
think it is a sign of hope.

I

Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

We are working with the people in charge of cancer
services in Norfolk and Suffolk to help shape the
way appointments are accessed in the future, so it is
vital that we get as much feedback as possible to get
an authentic sense of patient opinion. If you live in
Norfolk or Waveney and have had a cancer
diagnosis, referral or treatment since March 2020,
Healthwatch Norfolk would love to hear from
you. Whether you have had virtual appointments (by
phone or video call, for example), in-person
appointments, or a combination of both your
experiences could help shape future provisions.
If you would like to participate, please contact
Healthwatch Norfolk by calling 0808 1689669, or
emailing enquiries@healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk.
Alternatively, the survey can be completed online by
visiting www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/cancerappointments/
We are also asking our audience to forward the
information to as many people as possible, to help us
with this important piece of work. We would be
extremely grateful for any support you can offer.
Healthwatch Norfolk is the independent voice for
patients and service users in our county. We gather
your views of health and social care services to
ensure they are heard by the people in charge. For
more information about what we do, visit our
website - www.healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk
Healthwatch Norfolk and Healthwatch Suffolk are
the independent voices for patients and service users
in our counties. We gather your views of health and
social care services to ensure they are heard by the
people in charge. For more information about what
we do, visit our website www.healthwatchnorfolk.co.uk

27 Mar 2021
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Rally Around
y 1978 rally vehicle was a Mk1 Ford Escort. I
M
had graduated from the relatively standard
Escort Mexico which was a 1600 cc pushrod engined
car with about 85 bhp and a top speed of 99 mph.
This agile car was sold in late 1977 and I purchased a
beautifully prepared RS1600.
This car was a big step up from the Mexico with a
wonderful BDA engine. THS 851M had a Cosworth
1700 cc engine tuned with bigger valves, high lift
cams and larger 45 DCOE Weber carbs to produce
about 170 bhp. Twice the power of my old car and
with bags of torque. I still had a 4 speed gearbox, but
with closer ratios (known as a “Rocket” box) and an
“Atlas” axle with a limited slip diff to transmit the
power to the road. Geared for road rallying in
Norfolk, with its long
straights and flat terrain,
this was capable of 130
mph.
Painted in the glossy
black of sponsor Robins
Records it looked the
part and was certainly
capable of winning any
local event. Indeed the
first event was the
Phoenix Rally run in Oct
1977 in Mid Norfolk.
About 175 miles of
lanes and farm tracks, the event started at 11pm from
Spruce Howlett, a Ford Dealers in Trowse, and
finished at Coltishall at 6.00 am. Our main rival Tim
Moore in his RG Carter sponsored Escort had the
misfortune to retire early on in the event, but as we
were running as the first car on the road (cars started
at 1 minute intervals) we didn’t know that. Tim was a
very quick driver so we knew that we would have to
push hard all night to come out in front.
Back in the 70’s the roads were a lot quieter than
they are now, very few cars would be around as the
pubs and clubs all shut at 11.00pm, so we had
Norfolk to ourselves. Those of a delicate disposition
would be well advised to stop reading here.
Fortunately rallying has changed to using private
forest roads nowadays, but back in the good old days
this was a road race in all but name.There were link
sections through the towns run at a very sedate pace
so that residents were not disturbed but the
competitive sections were a flat out blast with the
road being “read” by a skilled navigator allowing the
driver to drive as quickly as possible and timed to the
nearest second. Classic roads near Scarning are Love
Lane running in to Wendling, with a big ‘yump” in
27 Mar 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

the middle where the car would be airborne.
Rushmeadow Road was another, the start of a 20
mile section via Gressenhall, Bittering, Bilney and
Hoe finishing at Hoe Lodge just north of Dereham.
On some of these roads it was possible to do 120
mph, the smell of hot brakes and shredding rubber
would hang in the still night air. There would be
hundreds of spectators out to watch their favourite
crews, and they knew the best places to watch the
action. Running first on the road was a disadvantage
as sometimes the marshals were not as ready as they
ought have been. Fumbling for their pens to mark our
time card etc… Later cars would have the benefit of
tyre marks to show the braking points, and
occasionally a car in a ditch already to mark the bad
points. Spectators too could get in the way when they
were on the way to the next point to watch. Most of
them knew not to use the rally route but there were
always exceptions.
The second half of the Phoenix
started just north of Dereham,
just outside Beetley on the road
up to North Elmham. We were
waiting for our due start time to
come and there was a small
queue of rally cars behind us
waiting for their minute to start.
The Marshal indicated that we
had 1 minute to go, we pulled
our belts tight, he counted us
down 5-4-3-2-1 and off we went
hard, 8000 rpm in each gear up
the hill.
I noticed a vehicle had pulled out from the back of
the queue as we left the start and followed us. After 1
mile we took the 2nd left by Toad Hall Barn and
continued down what is now Hall Lane with the
lights following us, and after 800 yards we turned
right on to a narrow unsurfaced track. The lights of
the car that had followed us finally dropped away - I
now assume it was just a spectator on his way to his
next vantage point.
I cannot remember now where the route went after
this and we hardly saw another car all night until we
reached the finish. When the results were worked out
we had won our first big event outright by a margin
of 32 minutes. That car was amazing, I had never
seen a gap of more than 9 or 10 minutes to the
second placed crew before, We were dead chuffed,
even more so when one of my rivals said “Did that
unmarked Police 3 litre Capri ever catch you?” That
was what had followed us from the Beetley
control…!
Neil Parsons
07860 663678
e11snp@icloud.com
www.Scarning.Info

15

The transistor which had
been invented in 1947
was first produced
commercially by the
American company
Raytheon in 1952.
Radio sets of the 1950s
he early 1950s were a period of austerity.
Fourteen years of food rationing in Britain only
ended in 1954. Many goods were still in short
supply, purchase tax stood at 33⅓% and there were
still bomb sites in many towns and cities. Britain
was involved in the now almost forgotten Korean
war which once again put a strain on manufacturing
resources and resulted in the doubling of purchase
tax to 66% which lasted until 1953 when it was
reduced down to 50%.

T

There were bright spots: the Festival of Britain in
1951, of course the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II
in 1953 and then big technological improvements.
As I mentioned in the last article there was an
emerging market for small portable radios of which
this cheerful
Ekco Model
Ul22, which cost
£12 1s 7d plus
purchase tax and
came out in 1950,
is an example.
This was Ekco's
first portable
radio housed in a
polystyrene case
and is in a style often referred to as a ‘toaster radio’.
Several manufacturers made AC/DC sets of this
basic shape designed for portability and destined
predominantly for use in the kitchen as a second
radio. The term is generally assumed to be because
of the shape, though cynics say that it is because of
the heat dissipated by the dropper resistor and the
valves in such a confined volume. Like others of this
type it incorporated the 'tea cosy’ concept, i.e. the
case was placed down over the chassis which was
secured from the underside.
The Ultra R786 Coronation Twin is
another example of portable radio
suitable for mains or battery
operation. This is a classic battery
mains portable that typifies the
design of Ultra in the 1950s,
launched to celebrate the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.
27 Mar 2021
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The first radio to use these
commercially was the pocket sized
Regency TR-1, which was also
manufactured in America and went
on sale in November 1954. The one
shown here on the left is a slightly
later one, which though complete,
unfortunately no longer works.
FM sound broadcasting on VHF began in the United
Kingdom in 1955 when the BBC started
broadcasting the Light Programme, the Third
Programme and the Home Service to the southeast of
England. The main advantages of this method of
broadcasting are the better sound quality and
immunity to interference. Unfortunately existing
radio receivers were unsuitable for this new service
and radio manufacturers came up with table top
radios with the additional circuitry to tune in to the
new services on VHF.
This Ekco Model U243
table top seven valve
(including tuning
indicator and rectifier)
radio is fairly typical of
this new breed of
radios. It covers the
medium and long
wavebands as well as
the VHF FM 87-100
MHz waveband.
An interesting snippet The UK government announced in 2020 that
analogue radio station licences will be extended for
another 10 years. Commercial radio stations will be
allowed to renew their existing licences for another
decade, meaning your old radio could keep you
listening until at least 2032.
Next time the 1960s and the ubiquitous transistor
radio (and still more valve ones)
Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK

www.Scarning.Info

16

SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
s I hope most of you are aware the village
website [www.scarning.info] has been
relaunched and there is more content appearing on it
all the time. One of the new things is a video that we
had done for our bell ringers’ open day in 2018. If
you go to Scarning.info > Clubs & Classes > Bell
Ringers you will find a link to it towards the bottom
of the page. It runs in YouTube and you can open it
up to full screen. It shows the bells being rung,
including footage from in the belfry. For safety
reasons and because of the high noise level this is
something you will almost certainly never see in the
flesh, and it’s fascinating to watch. Well worth a
look.

A

The second thing is that you can run the system as a
proper simulation. The ringer rings one silenced bell
and the app on the computer puts in the sounds of the
others. You can then do anything from ringing
straightforward rounds to hone your technique and
accuracy to practising complex methods, including
those with more than six bells. If you wish, which we
generally do, you can use a projector and screen to
show actual ringers ringing with you. It’s quite an
immersive experience and short of having holograms
[maybe one day…] it’s as close as you can get to real
live ringing with a band, with the advantage that your
fellow simulated ringers are perfectly accurate and
never go wrong.
The use of simulator systems is a superb way of
teaching learners, and it can greatly increase the
amount of ‘rope time’ the novice can have, as you
just need a teacher there to help and not a whole
band of ringers patiently plugging away just for your
benefit.
I hope that by the time you read this services will
have started again in the church, and that with it we
will have some limited ringing again. I’ll say no
more than that as we are all keeping our fingers
crossed at the moment and nothing is certain. If, and
it’s still a big if, everything continues to go well I
hope we may get back to something approaching
normal ringing at the end of June, but we’ll all know
more as the weeks go past.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers

Last month I mentioned bell ringing apps and online
‘ringing’. Some of these apps can be used to run a
simulator system actually in the bell tower, and this
is a facility that we have had at Scarning in recent
years. What happens is that the clappers of one or all
of the bells are tied off so that you can operate the
bell without it making a noise. Instead, a sensor for
each bell sends a signal down to a laptop computer in
the ringing chamber so that a simulated sound can be
played through loudspeakers.
If you are wondering why on earth we would want to
do that, there are two very good reasons. The first is
that we can have a ‘silent’ practice and ring the bells
making no significant external sound. This is useful
if we want to practice at a time other than our normal
allocated slot, and particularly if we are teaching
learners. The ringing of the bell is exactly the same
as far as the ringer is concerned but the sound [a real
bell sound, not a computerised ‘ding’] comes through
loudspeakers in the ringing area.
27 Mar 2021
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Coffee Morning
egrettably, Coffee Mornings continue to remain
on hold for the foreseeable future.

R

A reminder that there is a selection of books/DVDs in
the Church, together with an honesty box for anyone
who is interested - all proceeds to Scarning Church.
In the meantime, stay safe.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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he aboutDereham Partnership and Dereham
Heritage Trust have worked together to design a
set of new signs that will enhance the visitor
experience when walking around the town centre.
Information panels that celebrate the town’s history
and character have been designed along with new
fingerposts to direct pedestrians to various points of
interest.
You can find out more about the project here…
www.aboutdereham.org/showcasing-our-town-andits-attractions/
The designs can be viewed at this link:
www.aboutdereham.org/new-pedestrian-signs-fordereham/ at the bottom of the page there is an
opportunity to give some feedback on these new
signs.
What I need to ask you all please is to have a look at
the designs, and have your say as to what you think
of them before they go off to the printers. We are a
large organisation with many members and our input
would be very much appreciated by both the
aboutDereham Partnership and also the Dereham
Heritage Trust.

T
Scarning Students Get Closer to Nature
carning Primary School students have been
excited to be able to experience the wonderful
world of nature through their after school Forest
Club.

S

Forest Club was run by Mrs Fisher, Mrs. Thomas and
Mrs. Simpson on a Wednesday after school.
I spoke to some of the Year 6 children who took part.
One Year 6 pupil described it as, “Fun and inspiring
learning.” Others described it as “Creative and
practical and you become more aware of the
environment.”
The club focused on equipping the children with
important life skills such as making fresh apple juice,
building dens and camp fires where they toasted
marshmallows.
One child excitedly explained how they carved an
apple into a cup by scooping out the middle. They
used the inside of the apple to make fresh apple juice
which they drank out of their ‘apple cup’.
It is a very active and welcoming club that not only
gets children away from the screen but helps them to
realise they can have more fun outside.
At Scarning Primary, we are very grateful and
appreciative of how much outdoor space we have to
enjoy. It helps us to realise how we can be creative
with nature and enjoy it rather than destroy it.
Although at the moment, Forest schools isn’t running
due to lockdown restrictions, students are excited to
return as soon as clubs are able to run again.

Mike Webb
chair@aboutdereham.org

Your Village Hall
The Trust continues to follow Government’s
guidelines and legislation with regard to COVID19 and the Hall will therefore remain closed for the
foreseeable future.
Work has now commenced on the upgrade to the
kitchen and toilets.
We will, of course, continue to keep you updated.
The Trustees wish you well.
Contacts:
Bookings Clerk:

Erin (Year 6)

01362 687492

NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
Secretary:

The village website (www.Scarning.Info) includes
key dates for the school on the Events calendar, and
also a live feed from the school’s Twitter account.
27 Mar 2021
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Donna Wales

07514 343708
D_Wales@Sky.Com
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Scarning Common
like many other villages in Norfolk
Scarning,
during the 18 century, was subject to Enclosure.
th

Wealthy landowners would lobby Parliament to pass
an Act which would result in the Common Land
being portioned off to the said landowners. This
happened in 1765 to Scarning Common, which was
the land between Brookside Farm and the river
(shown below, from Faden’s Map of 1794):

The aerial photo, below, from 1946 shows the area as
it might have looked before it became more wooded
in the 1988 photo. The river lies at the top, with the
Common mostly to the right of the straight road

The document of the Act is available
at the House of Lords and the first
page is shown on the left.
John Conyers was the “Lord of the
Manor” at the time, and he and several
other owners of land in the village
benefitted from gaining Common land
previously available to villagers to use
freely. The act appointed a group of local “Worthies”
as Commissioners to oversee the division and
allotting of the land.
This process also involved building two public roads,
notable for being straight and wide, at 20 yards from
“ditch to ditch” – namely Chapel Lane and Podmore
Lane (although Faden’s 1794 map shows Podmore as
actually being the area between Podmore Farm and
Bushy Common) .
These new roads can be seen on the map below,
made following another Enclosure of land around the
village in 1814; the coloured areas highlight the old
Common land with their owners named. Chapel Lane
is the “First Public Road”, with Podmore Farm to the
far west (next to plot No. 21) and Brookside Farm to
the south (near plot No. 30). Podmore Lane is to the
east, and also has two private roads, the second of
which is the current area known as Podmore by the
river.

1946
aerial
photo
The 1765 Act ordered that a rent of sixpence per
acre be charged to tenants of land enclosed and also
allowed for 14 acres of land “where they think shall
be most convenient for Fuel for the Inhabitants” (part
of the Scarning Charities land today). Owners of the
allotted Common land were expected to pay for and
upkeep hedges, ditches and fences and would be
fined for not doing so.
By the early 19th Century, a vast swathe of Common
land across England had been enclosed, an act which
ended a tradition of Rights of Common for ordinary
people – in the words of the Scarning Act, this right
“shall cease and be extinguished”.
1988
aerial
photo

Andy Eagle
andreweagle@hotmail.co.uk
To view these maps & illustrations in a larger size,
please visit the Scarning Common page on
Scarning.Info.
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Beacon Abroad
The Road To Santiago de Compostela
Le Puy-en-Velay to St Jean Pied de Port
ost people who walk the Camino de Santiago
de Compostela walk for a week or two every
year, returning the following year to continue, until
they complete their journey. My preference was to
complete the route in 3 months, starting from the
picturesque city of Le Puy-en-Velay, located in the
Auvergne region of Southern Central France. It is
famous for its Cathedral, lace making, green puy
lentils, and it is one of the main routes through
France for pilgrims walking the Camino de Santiago
de Compostela.

M

villages, you can discover cultural traditions and
identities steeped in the past. The path leads you
through valleys, over mountain gorges and cliffs,
through the beautiful awe-inspiring and glorious
remote landscapes of rural France, until you reach
the medieval town of St Jean Pied de Port.
I set off from home to start my journey on 15th May
2013. My flight from Stansted Airport was delayed
and I missed my connections from Lyon. Thus I
arrived at Le Puy-en-Velay very late, missing my
check in time at the place I had planned to stay. It
was extremely cold and teeming with rain. I
eventually found an hotel that was still open and
willing to accommodate me at a cost of 40 euros, no
breakfast, bed only. The following day I booked into
the Gite du Pelerin de St Jacques, the place I had
planned to stay the previous evening. It was run by
lay people and payment was by donation. It was two
minutes away from the Cathedral Notre Dame, where
I was to start my journey from the following
morning.
On the morning of starting my walk I attended the
pilgrims’ service in the Cathedral Notre Dame, where
the Bishop of Le Puy blessed all pilgrims starting out
on their journey to Santiago de Compostela. Despite
not having religious leanings I had decided to
embrace the spiritual traditions related to pilgrims
walking the Camino de Compostela. This was mainly
because of my own philosophical curiosity as it was
my plan to write songs and create a body of art work
reflecting my journey. After collecting my
credentials, (pilgrim’s passport) which is stamped at
places you stay, providing proof of your journey, I
set off to walk to Santiago de Compostela.
I walked out when the sun was shining
Gentle breezes caressed my cheek
Soon the wind began a-howling
Nearly sweeping me off my feet
Then the snow began a-falling
The cold it gnawed my bones
And I thought of you sleeping
Alone, so far from home

Walking Man - ceramic figure
The route follows the GR65 which has been a
pilgrimage route for a thousand years. From the
volcanic region of Le Puy en Velay, the path leads
over steep green rolling hills to the plateau of Aubrac
and wide open plains. The trail passes over ancient
stone bridges leading to towns and cities laced in
history with medieval churches, stone chapels,
abbeys, cathedrals and off the track
monasteries. Walking through hamlets and humble
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It was a glorious spring morning and the sun was
shining when I started my walk down the steep hill
leading from the Cathedral Notre Dame. I was soon
climbing up the other side of the valley leading away
from the city and the heavens opened and down
came the rain, then came the snow.
To be continued.
Tom Thompson
07519 772312
Tom.Thompson9@Hotmail.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Curious Creatures
Ball Python
he Ball Python, (or Royal Python - they have two
commonly known names), can be found naturally
in West and Central Africa, where they live in
grassland, scrubland and forests.

T

They are on the IUCN red list (International Union
for Conservation of Nature) as Least Concern,
because of wide distribution. However they are
threatened by hunters for meat and the international
pet trade, as they are reported to be the most popular
pet snake in the world. This I find hard to believe as
they are fussy eaters and if their living conditions are
not just so, they will not eat.
In
captivity
they can
reach to
5ft plus,
females
being
larger
than
males.
There are
literally
thousands of different morphs of Ball Pythons, with
new morphs coming up every year from breeders.
Ball Pythons can live for up to 30 years. They eat
mice, rats and chicks - a fully grown adult female
will happy eat a fully grown large rat. They need
feeding once a week when young, then every two
weeks as adults depending on their body weight.
Ball Pythons like small spaces, and are best kept in a
plastic tubs (rubs). For an adult, a 50-70 litre tub
would be a suitable size. A wooden tank is not great
as they need 50-60% humidity - if kept too dry they
can not shed their skin properly. An ideal
temperature needs to be 30-32c on the warm end
which is achieved by a heat mat on a thermostat,
with the cool end being no lower than 20-24c. There
is much debate between snake keepers as to whether
uvb lighting is beneficial to them or not, this is
personal choice, it cannot do any harm to them. I
personally don't have uvb lighting for any of my
snakes.

Facebook, and Instagram. If
anyone would like to see any
of my animals I would be
happy to arrange this. In my
opinion Ball Pythons are
docile and easy to
handle compared to other
snakes, they will happily
curl up around you and just
sit there.
Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

Got Someþing
To Say?
Do you have an interesting hobby,
or do an unusual job?
Are you a keen photographer, or an artist?
Do you write poems or short stories?
Are you a member of a local club
or organisation?
Do you have some amusing anecdotes
or tall-tales to tell?
Do you have the knowledge to set a pub-quiz?
If so, we’d love for you to send us your
contributions - ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
The Scarning Beacon is your village newsletter,
and without your contributions it would be
nothing.

Your village
needs you!

I keep two Ball Pythons. Pictured here we have
Octavia who is a 4 year old female, and is a classic
het caramel albino. The second photo is of Skittles,
who is a male, he's 4 years old in October and a
classic het orange ghost. I bought both snakes from
Living Art Ball Pythons, who can be found on

We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of the Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858

27 Mar 2021
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Through The
Garden Gate
pril brings such a welcome array of fresh, bright
A
colour into the garden. The yellow of the
daffodils, primroses, cowslips and the peek of the
forsythia are glowing brightly all around the garden,
sitting amongst the strong blue of
the hyacinths.

plants like, dicentra (bleeding heart), lupins and
penstemon to name a few. An edging plant I
absolutely love is catmint (nepeta) along with
alchemilla mollis. Two of my favourite colour
combinations in the garden - blue and yellow.
Underplant your roses with lavenders, the variety
Hidcote is neat and compact, giving another fabulous
colour combination.
Everyone enjoys a hanging basket. It’s time to enjoy
the array of choices in the garden centres or you may
be growing your own. Plant your container up with
the focal plant in the centre and fill in all around with
different trailing pieces. Keep them inside, protected
and watered, until frosts have gone, and then feed
throughout the summer.
Tulips are in abundance during
April and come in such a large
variety of colours and shapes. This
is one way I like to display my
tulips indoors. It’s very easy to do;
my container is a goldfish bowl, no
goldfish, just a little water in the
bottom. Leave your tulips out of
water for a morning to help soften
the stems so they are easier to
manipulate around the bowl. Just
the ends of the stems should be in
the water and lay your tulips in a
circle to create your design.

By now, you will have been
cutting the rest of the winters dead
foliage, clearing away all the old
stems. Then, a job not many of us
like to do, the dreaded weeding!
This is certainly an on going job,
especially in my garden where
unfortunately this year I have lost
many shrubs, small and large,
leaving large areas, perfect for the
weeds to make themselves at
home! The frosts, winds and high
chill factors here in Norfolk
haven’t been seen for many a year.
Plants which are normally hardy
here, hebe and buddleia to name a
few, have suffered. I have yet to
wait awhile to see if I can rescue
some salvia after cutting them
down to hopefully see new growth.
Did you know, that the bees’
first port of call for much
needed food, is from the
dandelion. So, if you can
when weeding, leave a patch
and enjoy the buzzing bees
as they happily feed away.

Lawns and the edges have been smartly cut and it’s
beginning to look like a garden coming into new life.
That feeling when you cut the lawn, (Hubby’s job),
makes you feel very proud to have a lovely garden
and it's very satisfying.
This year I have a small area in our vegetable garden
where I have planted various dahlias and peony and
am growing from seed some cosmos and sweet peas.
This has all evolved from having plenty of time on
my hands to create a cutting garden.
April, and the soil is definitely getting warmer and
now is a good time to fill those gaps with flowering
27 Mar 2021
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Easter is here and I always
decorate my home with fresh
flowers and an Easter Tree
smothered in hand painted eggs,
and our traditional Easter egg hunt
with little people eagerly hunting
with their baskets.
Sometime in April, you can plant your sweet pea
plants out against a wigwam of canes to allow them
to scramble to the top. This year I have grown highly
scented and pastel colours.
Geraniums and fuchsia that you have been nurturing
through the winter can be cut down, repotted and fed.
Soon they will pick up and start to bloom for you.
Any early flowering shrubs can be pruned now and
shaped, which helps to stimulate to produce more
growth and flowers next year.
Try growing more clematis in your garden, through
shrubs, up trees, in amongst the roses or try
herbaceous varieties too - they are not just for a
trellis. These can flower at different times, giving
colour and fragrance all year. They will bring you
much joy, so grow them everywhere.
Happy gardening.
Corinne Steward
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Tim Farnham

Izabella Ciszak

Keith Vargerson

Anne-MarieHaskey

Ian Watson
Have you got a photo, a painting, a drawing or
anything else you’d like to see on this page?
Don’t be shy!
We’d be delighted to show off your talents in the
village newsletter, so please send them to
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Rufous Bushchat
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Cookery
Corner
Mini Simnel Cakes
I usually make a big
one (Mary Berry) but
it is in the oven ages.
So, here are mini ones
that take less time in
the oven.
You want 4 tins about
the size of small
baked bean tins, greased and lined with baking
parchment. Oven 150C, 130 Fan or Gas 2
115 gms butter or cake marg.
115 gms caster sugar
2 large eggs
125 gms SR flour
225 gms mixed dried fruit
75 gms glace cherries quartered
Flat tsp. mixed spice
I block marzipan and some clear jam or jelly for
sticking the marzipan on top. (Apricot is good) Roll
marzipan and cut out 8 circles the same diameter as
the tins.

How Simnel Cake got its name
here are lots of stories dating back centuries as to
how Simnel Cake got its name.

T

Here is the one I like best.
In the days when children were sent into service in
“The Big House” there were Simon and Nell, brother
and sister. It was coming up to Mothering Sunday
and the lady of the house said they could go home
for the afternoon to see their Mother. The cook, who
was a kind woman said she would help them to make
a cake to take with them. But children being children
they couldn’t agree about whether or not spice
should be put in the cake. So the cook, being
ingenious and a bit of a peacemaker, let spice be put
in one half of the mixture. The children put the
spiced half in the tin and the cook rolled out a layer
of marzipan to separate it from the layer without
spice. So everyone was happy and the cake was
called Simnel Cake.
At some stage Simnel Cake came to be served on
Easter Day as a celebration of the end of Lent…with
lots of rich fruit in it.
Now it has a layer of Marzipan added on the top after
baking and eleven marzipan balls spaced out round
the edge. It is said that there are eleven to represent
the disciples minus Judas.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

1. Make cake by creaming method but leave
spice out.
2. Put half in the tins and then put a circle of
marzipan on top of each.
3. Add spice to the remaining mix and put on
top of the marzipan.
4. Bake for about an hour but test with a skewer
to see if cooked.
5. Allow to cool and then remove from tins.
6. If they have risen a lot then even them up by
trimming the top.
7. Brush a little jam on top and place the other
circles of marzipan on. You can crimp the
edges if you like.
8. Now the fiddly bit. You need to make 44
little balls out of the remaining marzipan.
That is eleven for each cake.( Maybe the kids
could do that bit.)
9.

Place 11 evenly round each cake. A little
drop of jam under each one will help them
stick.

If you like, you could tie a little ribbon round the
middle of each.
27 Mar 2021
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If you have any recipes for food or drink you’d
like to share with your neighbours, please send
them to us - ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
www.Scarning.Info

24

PuZzLeR
Diagonal Switch
Can you find a single, unbroken path from the circle
in the upper left corner to the circle in the lower
right? If you move horizontally or vertically, you
must move only to the same shape (for example,
from a square to a square). You must change shapes
when you move diagonally. You may not land on an
empty square. There's only one way to complete the
maze.

(Click here for the answers on the last page)
Chocolate is vital for the survival of the
human race.
Dinosaurs didn’t have chocolate, and look what
happened to them.

Chuckles
First trip booked for 2021 - we’re hoping to go
to Iceland in April.
If that goes well, then we’ll try Tesco in May
and Asda in June.
My girlfriend told me that obesity is in her
genes.
I told her that it can’t be true as she looks
fat in a skirt as well.
A retired sailor purchased a computer and
began to learn all about computing. Being a
sailor, he was used to addressing his ships as
"She" or "Her". But was unsure what was
correct for computers.
To solve his dilemma, he set up two groups of
computer experts: one group was male, and
the other group was female.
The group of women reported that
computers should be referred to as "HE"
because:
1. In order to get their attention you have to
turn them on.
2. They have a lot of data but are still
clueless.
3. They are supposed to help you solve
problems but half the time they are the
problem.
4. As soon as you commit to one, you realise
that if you had waited a little longer, you
could have had a newer and better model.
The group of men reported that computers
should be referred to as "SHE" because:
1. No one but the creator understands their
logic.
2. The native language they use to talk to
other computers is incomprehensible to
anyone else.
3. Even your smallest mistakes are stored in
long term memory for later retrieval.
4. As soon as you make a commitment to one,
you find yourself spending half your salary on
accessories for it.

Did you know?
Bread was divided according to status.
Workers got the burnt bottom of the
loaf, the family got the middle, and
guests got the top, or the upper crust.
27 Mar 2021
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Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond
George Freeman

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067
01953 600617

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes
Report power cut
Report water leak
Report gas leak

01362 696870
0344 800 8020
0800 3163105
0800 771881
0800 111999

Breckland Council
Norfolk County Council
UK Power Networks
Anglian Water
National Grid

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital

111
NHS Direct
01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis Club
Scarning Art Club
Scarning Bowls Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Donna Wales
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Tricia Foreman
Linda Jones
Clare Jones
Mike Ward
Harry Geary

07827 972163
01362 687492
07514 343708
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 687082
01362 288742
07889 077396
01362 652 935
07747 601437

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council
Member of Parliament

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
D_Wales@Sky.Com
TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
PForeman4@Sky.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com
Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
www.ScarningPC.Info

Please let us know of any other contacts which could be included.

Village Events
Each Weds IB The Ch
ippy
17.00-20.00
Sun 4th
Family Communion 11
.15
Sun 4th
Churros & Chorizo 16
.0
0-20.00
Sun 11th Holy Comm
union 11.15
Sat 17th
Durban Grill
17.00-20.00
Sun 18th Morning
Worship 11.15
Mon 19th Parish Co
uncil
19.30-21.00
Tues 21st School ph
otos
Fri 23rd
Broadside Pizzas 17
.00-20.00
Sun 25th Holy Comm
union BCP 11.15

Full details of all even
ts are on Scarning.Info
website
Let us know

of an event which sh
ould be here!

Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.
27 Mar 2021

Defibrillator Locations
Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

PuZzLeR
Easter Egg Hunt
Answer: Possibly 53 1/2
(but I lost count & I may
have accidentally eaten
some, sorry!)

That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for next edition is the 15th of April

26

