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Welcome to the Autumn edition of your free
community newsletter, which you might

notice is slightly shorter in length than usual. A
number of regular articles are unfortunately
absent, which is partly due to holidays and sadly,
partly due to poor health, however normal service
will be resumed next time.

The Parish Council (see Page 2) is asking for
residents’ views on possible improvements to the
two playing fields, and also general ideas to make
life in Scarning even better. The Community
Speed Watch group is also appealing for
volunteers, particularly from the Dereham end of
the village, to help maintain the service. See Page
9.

Forty years ago, Scarning was about to see huge
changes within the village as Tim Farnham
discusses on Page 3. For younger residents, the
houses have always been there, so it would be
wonderful to see some photos of the Draytonhall
Lane area before and during the house building, if
you have any please.

This edition of the Beacon is the first of the new
quarterly newsletters, so it will be early December
before the next one. However, if you have online
access, it is easy to keep up-to-date, so you needn't
miss out. The village website - www.Scarning.Info
- plus Scarning Community on Facebook and
Instagram, plus Nextdoor - all have the latest
information on events and activities within
Scarning, plus all the latest news and views.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info/index.html
https://www.Scarning.Info
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.scarning.info
https://www.instagram.com/scarning_community/
https://nextdoor.co.uk/news_feed/
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Hello everyone

The Parish Council ("PC") met on the 15 August
to consider and discuss various issues. We still
have to agree the new lease for the Water
Meadows, as we are waiting for Breckland
Council to issue the draft document. If you have
been to the Blackthorn Drive play area at the
Meadows recently you will have seen that the
table tennis table has now been set up, and we
hope that those who want to will enjoy playing
on it.

The PC has established a sub-committee to
consider the play equipment which we have on
both the Blackthorn Drive and Shipdham Lane
Playing Fields. They will consider whether or
not new, updated equipment is required and if so
what sort and how it can be funded. If either you
or your children have any thoughts on this then
do give them to the Clerk. If you would like to
join the sub-committee, again please let the
Clerk know.

As mentioned in last month's copy of the Beacon
there has been an increase in the amount of
graffiti and vandalism in the Parish. The PC has
always sought to remove and repair damaged
items. However, due to the worsening economic
situation it has been agreed that the graffiti will
no longer be removed and repairs will be carried
out only where health and safety issues arise.
This will allow the money saved to be spent on
other things to benefit the Parish.

The PC is considering ways in which it can
assist residents with the rising cost of living and
will aim to channel funds in to this where
possible and appropriate.

We found out that the live-streaming experiment
we carried out at our July meeting was not a
great success due to poor quality sound
However, we will seek to improve this if
possible and will try again at our November
meeting. This will allow those that wish to, to
login and watch the PC proceedings from the
comfort of their home.

We received a report from the Speed Watch
Group, which has been operating with great
success. However, the group has very few
volunteers especially from those living close to
Dereham. If you are interested in joining the
group and receiving training in order to monitor
the speed of vehicles on our roads please contact
the Clerk. The group will not be able to continue
if additional volunteers do not step forward, so
we really do need you to help. (See Page 9 for
more details)

I hope you and your families have enjoyed the
Summer. If whilst on holiday, either here in
Scarning or elsewhere, you have thought of
anything which the PC could do to improve our
Parish please do let us know.

Our next meeting is on 19th September at 7.30
with 15 minutes public participation at the start.
Do come and join us we would love to see you
there.

The Clerk's e-mail address is
scarningclerk@btinternet.com

Kind regards,

Fiona Bradford - Chair
FMBradford@GMail.Com

Your village
needs you!
We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of the Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact -
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:fmbradford@gmail.com
mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com


3ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com www.Scarning.Info30 Aug 2022

Pre
serv

e
your

My brother Chris has been delving into the
Eastern Daily Press archive looking for articles

concerning Scarning. One of the things he turned up
was a piece concerning the decision-making about
the Scarning estate, back in the early 1980s.

To give a bit of
background, the early
1980s, when this article
was written, was a time
of industrial anguish in
the UK, and Dereham
wasn’t exempt from
that, with the decline
and loss of its traditional
manufacturing
employment very much
in people’s minds.
Inflation in 1982 had
reached 10.4% and in
1980 and 1981 the UK
was officially in
recession. Margaret
Thatcher rode a wave of
popularity following the
1982 Falklands war and
won a big majority in
the 1983 general
election. Always a
controversial politician,
she was adored by some
and reviled by others.

Here’s the article, from
the EDP front page on
29th March 1983:

Plan for 500 homes on
edge of town

“A 500-home development on the edge of Dereham
was approved yesterday.
Fifty of 80 acres on the western outskirts will be for
housing. The rest is for parkland, a riverside walk
and playing fields.
Breckland planning committee gave outline
permission for the development in the neighbouring
parish of Scarning which will change the shape of
Dereham.

But some councillors had reservations about
building so many homes in a town hit by
unemployment.
"This is immigration ... into nothing - absolute
madness." said Mr. Terry Lamb. who was worried
about bringing 2000 people to a town with 1300 on
the dole.
"Where do we find these people?" asked Mr. Paul
Ison.
"The employment consequences of this scares the
living daylights out of me." said the committee
chairman Mr. John Birkbeck.
“The development would not spring up overnight like
mushrooms” said Mr Lesley Potter. “It would be
phased to meet the town’s demands”.
“Designs and phasing would be dealt with carefully’
said planning officer Mr Colin Smith.

Sewerage and and
drainage problems were
being resolved.
Conflicts between
drying out river banks
for an amenity walk and
keeping parts wet to
protect natural native
orchids were also being
looked at.
The 80-acre site was
bounded by Dereham
bypass, the old A 47
Swaffham road,
Dereham stream and
Drayton Hall Lane.
Applying for the
development were Alice
Mary Wright, of Church
Farm Cottage,
Scarning, Rosamund
Lesley Wright, of
Church Farm, Scarning,
and Mary Grimes, of
Lynn Road, Gayton.
The development
allowed Dereham to
have five years' worth of
housing land required
by Whitehall, added the
planning officer. Land
for homes in the town

was getting short.
"I think this is a wonderful opportunity and I
welcome it." said Mr. Ted Shelton. “It will be a great
asset to Scarning, particularly in the rates it will
provide”. "It should also ensure the future of the
Scarning school after concern about its numbers of
pupils."

Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK

memories

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK


4ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com www.Scarning.Info30 Aug 2022

PubQuizThe
Dirty

Donkey

Click here to go to the answers on Page 10

Hello – I thought this month we would have an
alphabet quiz. The answers begin with the

given letter. Best wishes DD

A King of the Huns, called the scourge of God
B Another name for apiculture
C Winged celestial being similar to an angel
D Computer slang for finding and correcting an

error in a program
E The largest type of antelope
F Aromatic gum resin from trees used for

incense and perfumes
G The main storage protein in wheat
H Group of five natural chemical elements:

chlorine, fluorine, bromine, iodine and
astatine

I Scientific name for the plant ‘busy Lizzie’
J Adjective relating to the god or the planet

Jupiter
K A desert of southern Africa
L A ball game played with a long-handled

netted stick
M What is enjoyed by a mycophile?
N What did Johanne Galle discover in 1846?
O The fear of being in a moving car
P Who was the wife of Elvis Presley from 1967

to 72?
Q A punting pole
R The discoverer of X-rays
S A butcher bird
T Who said, “If you want something said, ask a

man; if you want something done, ask a
woman”?

U The capital of Mongolia, formerly Urga
V The hero of Victor Hugo’s ‘Les Misérables’
W Duke, also known as the ‘Good King’, who

became the patron saint of Bohemia and
Czechoslovakia

X A noble gas
Y A state of Mexico and a centre of Mayan

civilisation
Z Another name for a courgette

As summer moves in to autumn, we still have a
few events planned over the next month or so.

September starts with the usual short (under 4 miles)
walk on the 2nd, starting this time at 10:15 outside
the Assembly Rooms in Dereham Market Place. It is
planned to cover what many readers will find
familiar territory, coming through Scarning water
meadows.

On 17 September there is our 3rd and final town
walk, this time on the theme of Georgian Dereham,
run during the Heritage Open Days week, and in
conjunction with Dereham Heritage Trust. Booking,
open from 30 August, is essential as numbers have to
be limited.

As well as the short walk on 7 October, we are
planning a longer expedition on 12 October - details
are still to be finalised, but the current plan is to catch
the bus out to North Elmham and walk back to
Dereham.

For bookings, and/or to join our emailing list, please
email me (for preference) or phone. You might also
want to check out our website -
www.DerehamWaW.org.uk/.

Ken Hawkins
ken-hawkins@tiscali.co.uk
07505 426750

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
https://www.DerehamWaW.org.uk/
mailto:ken-hawkins@tiscali.co.uk
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Good friends, good times, good causes

Our July meeting found us with The King’s Lynn
Town Guides on a private walk entitled “Sailors,

Smugglers & Merchant Adventures “. Due to
sickness we ended up as a group of 13 but in true
Tangent style, even after a diary confusion with the
guide herself, we enjoyed a fantastic evening walk
around a part of King’s Lynn.

We learnt of the beginnings of King’s Lynn. Saturday
Market Place, near the Priory, was the first trading
area, formerly known as Bishops Lynn. The Bishops
of Norwich then decided they wanted involvement,
and to earn some money, so Tuesday Market Place
was constructed and then became Kings Lynn. The
Merchants, because of the river, could reach eight
counties, and they progressed from buying and
selling salt, wood, wool and many other saleable
items. The Customs House was built in 1683. As we
walked we heard about the history of the Merchants
Houses on Kings Street, The Bank House and the
Vancouver Family and its importance to King’s
Lynn.

For further information on Kings Lynn Guided
walks: guides@kingslynntownguides.co.uk

Dereham & District Tangent’s August meeting, their
annual summer barbecue was, once again, held at
Tangent Chairman Yvonne Wilson’s home. We were
delighted to be joined by our National President,
Heather Parry, and her husband, Wynn, who had
travelled from Baildon in West Yorkshire.
Fortunately this year the weather was somewhat

kinder and we enjoyed good company, lovely food
and a few drinks along the way.

Our September Dereham Tangent meeting will be
about ‘owls’ at Dereham Golf Club. We have a busy
programme ahead with evenings of fashion,
puddings, Christmas meal & Indian Dance coming
up over the autumn & winter months.

Find out more about our National organisation at
www.tangent-clubs.org

Jane Bizley
Dereham & District Tangent
janeebizley@hotmail.com

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:guides@kingslynntownguides.co.uk
https://www.tangent-clubs.org
mailto:janeebizley@hotmail.com
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Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

The safety fencing around the church toweralready seems like a fixture. We don’t know how
long it will need to be there but things are happening
in the background and will continue to do so. It may
be many months before we have a fully costed
scheme to carry out the work needed, and nothing is
ever as simple as it seems, particularly with a
medieval church. I’ll keep you up to date with
developments as they occur.

With the work needing to be done on the exterior of
the tower in our minds we have been somewhat
disconcerted by the amount of debris coming down
from the area above
the tower arch
inside the church.
As the name
suggests the tower
arch is the big
opening leading
into the base of the
tower. Above it on
the nave side the
plastered wall meets
the timber rafters of
the roof right at the
top and there is a
small gap there.
Recently,
particularly when
the bells are rung, a
lot of small bits of
plaster and gritty
pieces have come
showering down and it is tempting to imagine that
the place is falling down around our ears. You will be
relieved to know that this isn’t the case!

At a recent meeting to discuss the work needing to be
done on the tower, and other desirable
improvements, our architect said this could be the
work of bats. There are certainly bats in the church,
though not in large numbers, and they like small
crevices to sleep and hide away in. They will do a bit
of ‘housekeeping’ and dislodge any loose material
that is in their way. Whilst accepting that this may
well be part of the cause we don’t think it is the
whole story. It seems more likely that the
extraordinary weather conditions this spring and
summer have led to the timbers in the roof drying out
and shrinking, making that small gap just a tiny bit

bigger and allowing the debris to drop down. There
certainly doesn’t appear to be any structural problem.
If this theory is correct things should rectify
themselves as we go into the autumn and winter and
presumably get some rain. In the meantime it’s just a
matter of sweeping up each week.

Going back to the bells for a moment, I said that the
bits and pieces seem to drop when the bells are being
rung. This is because the tower itself moves when the
bells are in motion. This is a good deal less alarming
than you might imagine and in fact movement of the
tower is normal and to be expected. The lime mortar
used in the pointing on the flint exterior is slightly
flexible and can cope with some movement. On
churches where in the past cement has been used as
an easy and cheap substitute for traditional mortar
they have found that it soon cracks and comes away
as it doesn’t ‘give’ in the way lime mortar does.
Sometimes the old ways are indeed the best.

Bats are present in
many churches and
are protected by
law, and quite
rightly so. However
they can and do
make a mess and it
increases the
amount of
sweeping, dusting
and vacuuming that
has to be done. We
get a break in the
colder months when
the bats are less
active, of course.

I told you a long
while ago about our
plan to polish the

dark stone memorial slabs in the church floor and
probably remove some or all of the carpeting. The
architect is keen on the removal of the carpeting,
which has a ‘rubber’ backing material which
potentially traps moisture in the floor. The job has
been held up by the pressure of other things and
some unexpected complications but I hope that by
the time you read the next issue of the Beacon
[December, I believe] it will be another thing ticked
off our list.

Have a good autumn, and enjoy the rain when it
comes. Until next time…

Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK 07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
https://www.DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
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August - another successful Coffee Morning with
sunshine all the way - a big thank you to

everyone who supported this most enjoyable village
event.

Although we host a bookstall at each Coffee
Morning, a reminder that there are shelves in the
Church with paperbacks and DVDs should anyone
need a cosy night in with a good book or an
enjoyable DVD. There is an honesty box for
donations. All funds raised for Scarning Church.

If anyone has paperbacks that they would care to
donate please get in touch and I will be very happy to
arrange collection. Many thanks.

The waste paper trailer will be sited outside the Hall
during each Coffee Morning so please bring along
any waste paper/old magazines/newspapers etc. for
recycling for charity. Our thanks to Charles Hewson
for providing this service.

We look forward to seeing you at our next Coffee
Morning - Saturday 3rd September 2022.

Coffee Mornings for the remainder of the year are as
follows:-

Saturday 1st Oct 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 5th Nov 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 3rd Dec (Craft Fair) 10.00 - 2.00 pm

I am now taking details of stallholders who would
like to attend the Christmas Craft Fair to be held at
St Peter & St Paul, Scarning on Saturday 3rd
December, with refreshments in the hall opposite.
If anyone is interested in having a table do, please,
let me know as soon as possible and I will be pleased
to add your name to the list. This is always a most
enjoyable day and is a great opportunity to spread
goodwill and Christmas spirit.

Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com

Coffee MorningVerse and Worse
The Night Sky

The sun in the morning awakens the day
The moon in the evening helps lighten the way
The stars in the night sky all twinkle with light
They glitter and gleam - a spectacular sight.

Many constellations embellish the night
Some are our birth signs, they stand out so bright
There's Leo and Taurus-Virgo's there too
Aries and Cancer to name but a few.

Milky Way's seen from Earth most times of the year
Stare into space and all becomes clear
Nine planets in total orbit our Sun
But Earth is unique it has life forms thereon.

Many thousands of stars adorn the night sky
Many questions unanswered like where, when and
why
The theory is that it was the Big Bang
Which scientists say is how it began.

No matter how formed it's a wonderful view
A tapestry gratis for me and for you
Look up to the heavens if you get bored
A night with the stars can be your reward.

Frank Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com

Frank has published six books of poetry:

They are for sale at £5 each and all proceeds are
for Parkinsons UK charity and Scarning Church.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:FForeman4@Sky.Com
mailto:FForeman4@Sky.Com
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Like many people I am, as I write this, more thansomewhat preoccupied by the weather. Although
many parts of the country, including numerous places
in Norfolk, have had recent rain in the form of
thunderstorms [not ideal but better than not at all] we
are still waiting patiently.

Having not
thought
about it
much up to
now,
something
I saw
recently
reminded
me that the
ideal time
to check
and tighten

the bolts on an oak bell frame is after a dry spell.
Having had the longest dry spell any of us can
remember I suddenly thought I ought to get on with
it whilst the conditions were ideal. The last time I did
this job was late summer about three years ago and I
left all the bolts as tight as I could get them.

Going up to the belfry this time with an improbably
large spanner I didn’t know what to expect. In
principle if the bolts were tight three years ago they
should still be so now, as they wouldn’t have come
undone. However, not entirely to my surprise, I
found that most of them could be tightened, some to
a surprising degree, which suggests that the timber
has dried out and shrunk. Hence why after a dry spell
is the best time to do it.

After an exhausting couple of hours clambering in
and out of the bell frame with my giant spanner [who
needs a gym?] I left everything good and tight, with
the exception of a couple of bolts where the whole
thing was turning and the other end was inaccessible.
What should happen now is that as we go into the
autumn and presumably get some rain and a higher
humidity, the wood will absorb moisture, swell
fractionally and leave everything dead tight.

You may be wondering why I went to all that trouble
and the answer is that with about two and a quarter
tonnes of bells swinging around, any small
movement in the bell frame can in the long term lead
to excessive strain and failure of the joints, as well as
making the bells more difficult to ring accurately in

the meantime. It remains to be seen whether this will
have made any appreciable difference in the short
term, but as is often the case a series of small
improvements tends to add up to one big
improvement.

I took the opportunity whilst I was in the belfry to
check the clapper on the tenor bell, which had
previously come loose on two occasions, but it was
fine. This had nothing to do with the dry spell and
was just a matter of the clapper and pivot, which was
replaced before the pandemic, still bedding in. All
being well it will be no further trouble.

I was reflecting
recently that
since our most
recent learner is
now ringing as a
full-fledged
member of the
band, and in fact
has been for
some while, it
would be good to
take on a new
person. So I was
delighted when
one of our
regular ringers,
who isn’t an
official member
of the band but is
a long term supporter, said that his eldest daughter
would like to learn. At ten years old she is at an ideal
age. You can learn at any age but it certainly comes
easier when you are young, like many skills in life.
Anyway, she’s doing well and as we already have
three young people who ring at Scarning she will
have other people of a similar age as company rather
than just us old folk.

What makes this particularly special is that she is the
third generation of her family to learn to ring, dad
and granddad being ringers of many years’
experience. We look forward soon to having all three
generations of the same family ringing together.

As ever, the open invitation is there for anyone who
would like to to come and join us. If you are
intrigued but not sure, get in contact anyway and you
can come and have a go to see if you like it. We will
be pleased to meet you and you can be sure of a
warm, friendly welcome.

Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers
07831 106246

SCARNING
BELL RINGERS

🔔

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
https://scarningbellringers.wordpress.com
https://scarningbellringers.wordpress.com
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Agroup of volunteers have been running regular
speed watch sessions in Scarning since March

this year. I am sure you will not be surprised to hear
that we have found many vehicles exceeding the 40
mph speed limit on the Dereham Road.

We can operate from 2 sites, one being outside the
Village Hall and the other being outside the Corner
House. As the majority of volunteers live near the
Village Hall we are mainly operating at this site.
Since we have been carrying out speed watch we
have provided valuable evidence to Norfolk
Constabulary. They in turn have provided us with
support from local police officers as well as
operating police camera vans in the area. Without
speed watch this would not have happened.

Whilst we are
delighted with
the increased
support we get
from the police,
there is a concern
that we will not
be able to
continue running
the Scarning
speed watch
group for much
longer. The
burden of

running the sessions is falling on a small number of
volunteers and the lack of volunteers from the
Draytonhall Lane end of the village is restricting
where we can run the sessions.

If you would like to consider volunteering the
amount of time you give is up to you. We provide
full training and the active volunteers that we have
are all very friendly. Please consider volunteering if
you are concerned about speeding in our village.
Unless we have more volunteers Scarning
Speedwatch group will close. Without our input the
police will reduce the number of speed camera
vehicles they deploy in Scarning - so to keep our
village safe it is vital that we get the support from
residents to allow us to continue.

Please contact me if you are interested in getting
involved.

Cathy Geary
07841 261997
cathygeary66@gmail.com

September
“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness
Close bosom friend of the maturing sun
Conspiring with him how to load and bless with fruit
The vines that round the thatch-eves run
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage trees
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core”

This is John Keats’s ideal of autumn. This yearmany of us will be looking at very sparse crops
due to the very dry and very hot conditions, in fields,
allotments and gardens. But we look forward to
apples, pears, damsons and plums, even if they are
small. The blackberries and sloes in the hedgerows
are looking quite shrivelled sadly.

If the weather calms down we may yet get some
runner beans cropping well. But on the positive side
it looks like sun loving crops like courgettes and
pumpkins are doing well.
It is a shame to see the swallows go but we will be
welcoming back some geese and ducks that like our
winters. Lots of leaves are falling already without
changing colour but ordinarily I love the colours of
this season.

• 8th - International Literacy Day

• 8th-11th - Heritage Open Days celebrate
England’s architecture. There will be free access
to properties not normally open to the public or
that would usually charge.

• 13th - Roald Dahl Day. Many of us will have
fond memories of his books.

• 21st - International Day of Peace calls for a
Global cease fire. We live in hope.

• 21st - World Alzheimer’s Day

• 22nd - Autumn Equinox (Officially the first day
of Autumn)

Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
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Click here to go to the
questions on Page 4

PubQuizThe
Dirty

Donkey

A Attila
B Beekeeping
C Cherubim
D Debugging
E Eland
F Frankincense
G Gluten
H Halogens
I Impatiens
J Jovian
K Kalahari
L Lacrosse
M Mushrooms
N The planet Neptune
O Ochophobia
P Priscilla
Q Quant
R Roentgen – in 1895
S Shrike
T Margaret Thatcher
U Ulaan-baatar (Ulan Bator)
V Valjean
W Wenceslas
X Xenon
Y Yucatan
Z Zucchini

Well, here we are heading towards Autumn -
another month and we will see the cold,

darker nights begin to draw in. Although we have
all enjoyed a summer of sunshine and wonderful
memories, we have missed the much needed rain for
the gardens and farmers’ crops. Let’s hope the
plants and wildlife will survive the devastating
wildfires and drought and our reservoirs, rivers,
streams and water butts will soon be replenished.
Our thoughts go out to all who have experienced,
first hand, the loss of their homes, belongings and
crops through these raging fires.

Hopes and thoughts are also extended to include the
ongoing troubled areas in Ukraine and elsewhere in
the world. As many Ukraine refugees and others
from war-torn countries are being resettled in
Dereham and across the lands may they be
welcomed and find peace and sanctuary.

Having had a busy summer, our thoughts now turn
to the months leading up to the Christmas festivities
and celebrations, the burden of spiralling bills and
the difficulties we will all endure in the times to
come. As always, we will put our best foot forward
and face each problem as it appears.

Scarning Village Hall and Estate Trust continues to
take a sensible, proportionate approach to Health
and Safety which is key to ensuring that the Hall
provides a safe and healthy place for people to use.

Everyone now has the opportunity to embrace and
enjoy regular village activities whilst continuing to
protect themselves and others by washing hands and
using sanitiser. COVID is still very much part of
our lives so please adhere to any advice given and
make every effort to keep yourselves safe.

During these challenging times, the Trust has
continued to work for the benefit of the local
community. These efforts are an indication of the
value and importance the Trust places on our staff,
hirers and contractors and underlines our
commitment to do all that we can to ensure that
Scarning Village Hall, with its excellent facilities
and attention to detail, is a safe and welcoming
environment.

Our new extended kitchen with dishwasher,
microwave, oven and hob, a large fridge and serving
hatch, together with small meeting room and
spacious main hall makes this an ideal venue for
informal gatherings and parties.

With the added facility of WiFi this now opens the
doors for business meetings, seminars and other
presentations, courses etc.

If you would like further information on the
facilities available or would wish to hire our newly
refurbished Hall, please contact Nick Hartley, the
Bookings Clerk, whose details are given below.

Contacts:

Bookings Nick Hartley 01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

Secretary Sonia Lee 07795 807967
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com

Your Village Hall

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:nicklouise.hartley@btinternet.com
mailto:ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
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Iam only to aware as I sit and write this in thecomfort of my armchair at home that the heading
of this is, “Beacon Abroad”! The problem is that, as
we are all aware, travelling abroad has become a bit
of a challenge, whether it be via the bureaucracy
managed by the French at Dover or the lack of staff
at various city airports, travelling abroad is stressful.
So although I may have got away with it slightly
with our trip to Scotland and the Outer Hebrides,I am
now going completely, “off piste” and travelling at
home!

During Lockdown we have been fortunate enough to
get away to many places in the UK which we had not
had time for before. These included a lovely trip
exploring the Isle of Wight and another to Rutland
Water where even I managed to impress myself by
completing the 23 mile circuit round the reservoir on
a NON electric bike!

All settled at Three Rivers camp site

However, the first of our last couple of trips since
returning from Scotland was with my sister and
brother in law who wanted to see Norfolk in their
latest purchase, a very swish new motor home (called
Luigi!) but their proviso was that they wanted to
paddle board on a river not in the sea. Our solution
was the rather aptly named Three Rivers camp site in
Geldeston. We managed to secure a pitch called
Kingfisher for a delightful long weekend allowing
Nick to paddle board and us to cycle some of the
really lovely scenic routes around Beccles and
Loddon. Plus, of course, visit one or two pubs, one
of which was the community owned and run, Locks
Inn, which is in just such a lovely setting, and of
course has good food!

The Community run
pub The Locks Inn at
Geldeston is a 20
minute walk from the
camp site, or a 30
minute paddle either
by canoe or paddle
board, both available
from the site.

Our last but one trip was to the very peaceful and
scenic New Forest. Leaving on the hottest day of the
year we decided that 5am would be probably the
most comfortable time, before the roads started to
melt! Our destination a camp site between
Christchurch and Bournemouth and near to both the
Forest and the coast at Mudeford. Our first day was
spent snoozing as I have to confess neither of us is
accustomed to rising at 4am, but the following day it
was off on our bikes following cycle route 2 to
Mudeford and a swim in the sea for the first time in
years. It was just perfect.

On the beach at Mudeford.

The following four days were spent
exploring several of the cycle
routes provided by New Forest
Cycling at Burley. Very simple
maps with pub details for the
routes!

My favourite was the route along the old railway line
that ran from Brockenhurst to Ringwood. Nice and
flat, shady, with lovely views through the Forest and
of course so many of the obligatory ponies. It still is
really very strange to see the ponies, huddled in bus
stops and wandering along village lanes. Even
though I spent a great number of holidays with my
grandparents who lived on the edge of the Forest
there still seems to be a far greater number than I
ever remember seeing. Maybe I just didn’t look!

New Forest ponies

Finally our last camp
site, very exclusive and
for one night only was
much, much closer to
home, a delightful pitch,
a lake, shady trees and
just one other
motorhome……..where
was this treasure? None
other than the delightful
village of Old Scarning!

Janet & Peter Bridgham

Beacon Abroad

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
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News Items from Scarning Info

We are very fortunate
to live in one of the
safest counties in the
UK and with Norfolk
being a rural location
there are plenty of
beautiful places to go
walking, be that for
enjoyment, exercise,
with family, pets or
alone. However, we
are aware that some
people can feel
vulnerable when out
walking, particularly
during early evening
or nighttime.

There are many factors which can make a person feel
unsafe when out walking and these are not limited to
an area being linked to crime. Lack of lighting,
overgrown hedges or other environmental issues can
increase a feeling of vulnerability. Last year the
Home Office and Police Digital Service launched a
pilot scheme called Street Safe which enables anyone
to anonymously flag public areas and mark on a map
areas where they feel unsafe while remaining
anonymous. The website can be accessed using the
link – www.police.uk/streetsafe and there is a facility
to be able to tell us what makes you feel vulnerable
in that area be that crime, previous experiences, or
environmental issues.

There are also several steps you can take to reduce
your chances of being a victim of crime or accident
while out walking and these include:

• Make sure someone else knows where
you are going and what time you are expected
back home.

• Have your mobile phone with you and make
sure it is fully charged.

• Know the area you are walking and stick to
established and well used footpaths.

• Be aware of your surroundings and don’t
walk whilst chatting on your mobile phone or
with earphones in.

• Don’t carry unnecessary valuables/large
amounts of cash

• Join a walking group or walk with friends or
family.

• Walk facing oncoming traffic.
• Wear clothing that will ensure you can be

seen by traffic in the dark

Always remember, if you are in immediate danger,
you should call 999.

PC Paula Gilluley – Community Engagement
Officer - Kings Lynn &West Norfolk and Breckland
District

Norfolk County Council is encouraging residents to
give up their cars for the day this September in
support of a global initiative to reduce carbon
emissions.

Car-Free Day is celebrated across the world and
encourages motorists to give up their cars for a day
in favour of more sustainable forms of transport.

Norfolk Car-Free Day will be held on Sunday 25
September and the council will once again be
waiving fees for residents wishing to apply for a
temporary street closure in their local community.

One idea for making the most of the closure is to use
the time for ‘Play Streets’ – these temporary road
closures to through traffic, to create space for
children to play safely where they live, and for
neighbours to get to know each other. These can be
applied for all year round – but Car-Free day is the
perfect time to give it a try.

More information about Play Streets here

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
https://www.police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe/
https://playstreetsnorfolk.org.uk
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News Items from Scarning Info

Consultation on the future of mobile libraries

Norfolk County Council has launched a consultation
about changes to the rural mobile library service, as
part of initial proposals to save £13 million.

The Council, like all organisations, continues to face
higher costs and demand for services. The proposals
to save £13 million (as part of a £60 million target
for next year) were considered by Cabinet on 4 July.
One of the proposed savings is to reduce the budget
for the mobile library service by £200,000, this is
nearly half of the existing budget of £422,000.

The six mobile libraries operated by Norfolk County
Council stop outside a variety of places within local
communities, ranging from playgroups, schools, care
homes, and traveller sites – as well as locations
where there is high footfall such as parish halls,
pubs, and supermarkets. There are currently 1,304
stops and time spent at each stop ranges from 10
minutes to an hour.

To achieve the savings, the council will have to find
different ways to run the mobile library service, and
potentially reduce the number of routes.

The Council is asking for views to find out how
people use the mobile libraries, how much they value
the service and what elements of the service could
change.

The findings will help shape the future delivery of
the mobile library service, what should be considered
when potentially reducing the number of routes, and
how the council could deliver a more modern and
efficient mobile library service that is fit for the
future.

The consultation opened on 22 July and runs until 14
September.

The results of the public consultation will be
presented to the County Council’s cabinet in
November 2022, and final decisions on the council’s
budget will be made in February 2023.

You can take part in the consultation here.

Library

Norfolk County Council’s Social Infrastructure
Fund now open

The latest round of the Social Infrastructure Fund
launched this week. The fund provides capital
funding for voluntary and non-profit making groups
and organisations to support community initiatives
that benefit Norfolk residents.

This year £775k is being made available to
community organisations to bid for, and £225k has
already been committed to continue the successful
partnership with Norfolk Community Foundation in
expanding their Nourishing Norfolk food hubs across
the county.

The Fund is looking for projects that support the
Council’s Better Together, for Norfolk, strategy and
that help the county with the challenges it currently
faces, such as increased living costs.

Last year the fund helped 25 different projects across
the county. These included small but essential
community projects, such as getting running water
and a toilet for the Reading Room in Quidenham, as
well as major infrastructure projects, such as
supporting Centre 81 in Great Yarmouth with their
ambitious plans to convert their new premises into a
thriving skills and activities centre.

Groups and organisations can submit expressions of
interest from 25 July 2022.

The closing date for expressions of interest is 5pm on
19 September 2022.

In late October, successful projects will be invited to
make a full application, which they will need to
submit by 12 December 2022.

Find out more here.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
https://norfolk.citizenspace.com/consultation/mobilelibraries/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/corporate/council-vision-and-strategy
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/business/grants-and-funding/norfolk-social-infrastructure-fund
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Travel Norfolk Fusion Day

Travel Norfolk launches new multi-operator bus
ticket

Travelling by bus in Norfolk has just become easier
with the launch of the new Travel Norfolk Fusion
Day ticket.

The day ticket allows passengers to use all buses run
by all operators across Norfolk and is an ideal
solution for both residents and visitors who want to
use buses across areas that have services run by
different operators.

The Norfolk Fusion Day ticket costs just £12 for an
adult, £9 for a young person (5-19 years) or £22 for a
group (maximum 2 adults & 3 young people) and
can be purchased on board all services or via
operator apps.

There are 15 operators servicing our county so to get
a single ticket across them all shows great
partnership working and contributes towards making
bus travel easier across Norfolk as set out in the Bus
Service Improvement Plan.

The Norfolk Enhanced Partnership was formed in
March 2022 and is made up of Norfolk County
Council as the local transport authority, and local bus
operators. The Partnership is responsible for
delivering the measures and schemes set out in the
Bus Service Improvement Plan which was published
in October 2021.

Funding to improve Norfolk bus services
confirmed

Norfolk has been successful in securing £49.55m of
funding from the Department for Transport to make
the county’s bus services and facilities better.

In October 2021 the county council published
Norfolk’s Bus Service Improvement Plan which
outlines the ambitions for the next five years.

In April this year the DfT notified the county council
of an indicative allocation of funding for three years.
The county council has since worked alongside bus
operators to shape details of what the money would
be spent on should we secure it.

To help shape the plans, in May the council launched
a consultation asking for residents’ views on bus
services in Norfolk. More than 1500 people took part
in the consultation which helped to identify what the
barriers are to using buses and which of the priorities
within the plan are most important to them.

The final plan includes lower fares for under 25s, bus
priority schemes, more real time information,
improved waiting areas and integrated travel hubs
and new and more frequent services.

The full detailed plan of what the money will be
spent on will go to Norfolk County Council
Infrastructure & Development Select Committee on
14 September.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/roads-and-travel-policies/public-transport-policies/national-bus-strategy
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/policy-performance-and-partnerships/policies-and-strategies/roads-and-travel-policies/public-transport-policies/national-bus-strategy
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Cookery
Corner

Onion Petals

3 medium onions, peeled
100 gms plain flour
½ tsp paprika
140 mls beer

1. Make 8 vertical cuts in the onions, keeping
the root intact, and pull apart to form a flower
shape.

2. Make a batter with the beer and flour and
paprika. It should be thicker than double
cream.

3. Deep fry for about 6 minutes.
4. You can do this with thick rings of onion if
you prefer.

5. Spice up some mayo to dip them into.

Sweetcorn Fritters

300 gms canned sweetcorn drained
3 spring onions or other mild onion
3 eggs
30 mls milk
75 gms plain flour
Salt and pepper

1. Make a thick batter with flour, eggs, and
milk. Season and stir in the sweetcorn and
finely chopped onion.

2. Allowing 2 tbls per fritter shallow fry until
brown on both sides.

If you have your own sweetcorn, you can of
course use that.

Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

Nectarine Puff Tart

I sheet ready rolled puff pastry
1 egg
3 large ripe nectarines (peaches or bananas)
3 tbls runny honey
Dash of rum or amaretto
Large pinch of cinnamon or nutmeg
Zest of a lemon to decorate.

1. Set oven to 220 degrees or 200 fan, Gas 6.
Put a baking tray in oven to heat up.

2. Leave pastry on the paper and make a half
inch border round the edges. Brush it with
beaten egg.

3. Mix sliced fruit with honey, rum and spices
in a bowl then arrange over the pastry base.

4. Carefully slide it onto the pre heated tray,
discarding the paper.

5. Bake 15-20 mins.

Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

I feel potatoes don't receive enough
recognition for their versatility.
Breakfast? Hash browns.
Fast food? French fries.
Fancy dinner? Dauphinoise potatoes.
Comfort food? Mashed potato.
Relaxing at home? Crisps.
There's a potato for every occasion.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info
mailto:elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
mailto:elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
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ChucklesPuZzLeR

(Click here for the answer on the last page)

Did you know?
We tend to think of apples as being red, though
there are, of course, some popular green and
yellow varieties. But did you know there are also
black apples? Called Black Diamond apples,
they're found in Tibet and are from the Hua Niu
family of apples, also known as Chinese Red
Delicious. Aside from the black outer colour—
actually an extremely dark shade of purple—
these apples look just like other Red Delicious
apples, down to the white flesh inside.

"Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pea sea
It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a quay and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose bee fore two long
And eye can put the error rite
It's rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore your pleased two no
It's letter perfect awl the weigh
My chequer tolled me sew."

Martha Snow

Just paid £20 for a 3 mile taxi ride to
the launderette. I feel like I’ve been
taken to the cleaners

I love putting on warm underwear fresh
out of the dryer. Plus, it’s fun to look
around the launderette and guess who
they belong to.

I’m addicted to comfort food
I drank a bottle of fabric conditioner…

X-Words Can you find the words ending in X
hidden in the box? They may be horizontal,
vertical or diagonal, forwards or backwards.

mailto:ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
http://www.scarning.info


Each Sun Free Tennis Sessions 10.00-12.00Each Sun Church Services 11.15Each Thurs Free Tennis Sessions 18.00-20.00
Sept

Fri 2nd Dereham Walk 10.15Sat 3rd Coffee Morning 10.00-12.00Sat 3rd Waste Paper Coll. 10.00-12.00Sun 4th Celebrating Harvest 11.15Tue 6th Start of Term
Sat 10th Bike, Ride & WalkMon 19th Parish Council 19.30Wed 21st Mobile Library 10.20 & 16.35Wed 28th WI Meeting 19.30

Full details of all events are on Scarning.Info website

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

That’s all folks. S� you next time!
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Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.

Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council Nick Hartley 01362 687492 ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Breckland Council Lynda Turner 07500 818315 Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK

Paul Hewett 07788 381773 Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
Norfolk County Council William Richmond 07717 868067 William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
Member of Parliament George Freeman 01953 600617 George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping 01362 696870 Breckland Council
Report Potholes 0344 800 8020 Norfolk County Council
Report power cut 0800 3163105 UK Power Networks
Report water leak 0800 771881 Anglian Water
Report gas leak 0800 111999 National Grid

Police 101 or 999 Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct 111 NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital 01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme Janet Newell 07827 972163 Dereham Town Council
Village Hall Bookings Nick Hartley 01362 687492 NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
Village Hall Secretary Sonia Lee 07795 807967 ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
Scarning Allotments TimAbel 01362 851116 TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
St Peter & St Paul’s Church Tim Farnham 07831 106246 Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
Parish Safeguarding Officer Tricia Foreman 01362 687082 PForeman4@Sky.Com
Community Speedwatch Group Cathy Geary 07841 261997 CathyGeary66@Gmail.Com
Scarning WI Linda Jones 01362 288742 Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
Scarning Tennis Clare Jones 07889 077396 ScarningTennis@Gmail.Com
Scarning Art Club Mike Ward 01362 652 935 Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
Scarning Bowls Club Harry Geary 07747 601437 HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com

Village Website - www.Scarning.Info Parish Council Website - www.ScarningPC.Info

A more comprehensive list of contacts can be found on the village website..

Defibrillator Locations

Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

PuZzLeR

Village Events

X-WORDS -
ANNEX, APPENDIX, CLIMAX, COMPLEX,
CONVEX, CRUCIFIX, DUPLEX, EQUINOX,
EXECUTRIX, FLUMMOX, HELIX, IBEX, ICEBOX,
INDEX, INFLUX, JINX, JUKEBOX, LARYNX,
LETTERBOX, MATCHBOX, MATRIX,
MULTIPLEX, ONYX, ORTHODOX, PARADOX,
PERPLEX, PREFIX, REFLEX, RELAX, SPHINX,
SUFFIX, SURTAX, TELEX,
TOOLBOX, TRANSFIX, VERTEX, VORTEX.
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https://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/services/water-supply/leakage/report-a-leak/
https://www.nationalgrid.com/uk/gas-transmission/safety-and-emergencies/emergencies-and-safety-advice
https://www.norfolk.police.uk/contact-us
https://111.nhs.uk
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