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elcome to the December edition of your
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community newsletter which, needless to
say, has a definitely Christmas theme.
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The Christmas Craft Fair is taking place on Sat
4th Dec from 10 to 2pm in the Church and Village
Hall. There will be lots of stalls selling a wide
range of goodies in the church, together with an
exhibition by Scarning Art Club. Seasonal
refreshments will be served in the Village Hall
and there will be games for all the family. The
Fair will provide a splendid start to the Christmas
season. More details can be found on Page 20 and
Page 24.
The previous day (Dec 3rd), Dereham Walkers Are
Welcome are arranging another guided walk,
starting from the Market Place, with a wide range
of distances, so it really appeals to all levels of
fitness. More details are on Page 12.
Scarning Table Tennis Club have recently been
able to resume their activities, with weekly
afternoon sessions and regular competitive
matches in the local table tennis league. So, they
also appeal to players of all abilities and would be
delighted if you wish to join them. Further details
on Page 15.

New

New
New

Returning to the “C” word, Liz Taylor talks of
her festive family traditions from Poland on Page
18 and includes a recipe for Polish-style soup on
Page 26. Laura Steward includes some very
timely advice for a greener Christmas, both
before and after the Big Day on Page 17.
Finally, there will definitely be a Christmas theme
to this month’s Dirty Donkey Do, so why not don
your best Christmas jumper and come along for
some festive cheer on Fri 19th? Details on Page 14.

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The Scarning Beacon is supported by Scarning Parish Council.
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Scarning Info

regular pages from the Beacon will be archived,
including the Cookery Corner recipes, Richards
Radios, Scarning Scenes, Through The Garden Gate
and much more.
There is also the usual Contacts & Links section
which has a vast array of useful links to other
websites and local businesses.

carning has had a village website for over 12 years
and it has always carried a wealth of useful
information about our village.

S

It has now had a major revamp, partly to reflect the
look and style of the Scarning Beacon newsletter, but
also to add new exciting features.
The Home page now includes up-to-date news and
information from Scarning, and also the BBC UK
news. There is even the local weather forecast and the
most recent Instagram photo.
The upcoming Events panel shows brief details of
what’s happening in our village in the next few days.
You can view full details of all the upcoming events
on the main Village Events page, which has times,
locations & contact details - very handy when you
want to find out about last minute changes to the
Street Food! It also includes events from Scarning
School and the Bowls Club fixtures.You can also
request for events to be added to the village calendar.
Not sure if it’s the green or black bin to put out? - just
check the Events!

As lockdown is gradually eased, more and more
events and activities will start to take place within
Scarning again, so your village website is the place to
visit to ensure you’re not missing out.
Scarning.Info does what it says on the tin - it’s a
website for information about Scarning, but it’s also a
permanent work-in-progress. There will constantly be
more information added, with regular news and
events added along with other updates. So, please let
us know of anything that could be added or changed,
particularly of village events, plus any errors or
inaccuracies.
Mail@Scarning.Info

www.Scarning.Info

longside the revamped Scarning Info website,
there is also an Instagram page, and a Facebook
group - both called Scarning Community, plus the
increasingly popular Nextdoor network.

A

All three platforms are for all of the residents of
Scarning - as an ideal way to share ideas, tips and
news on life in our lovely village with your friends
and neighbours.
There are separate pages for many of the major
organisations within the village and also the various
clubs and activities which take place, from allotments
to walks & cycleways and wildlife.
There is a live feed from Scarning School’s Twitter
account, so you can see what the children (and
teachers!) have been up to…
The rich and varied history of Scarning is also
reflected in the various History sections, which will be
a growing resource of fascinating information from
the past.

F
Please look these up and follow/join them, as this is
where any changes in Scarning events and news will
be published in between these monthly newsletters.

There is a Scrapbook section where some of the

If you find that a month is too long to go for your fix
of Scarning news, then Scarning Community,
Nextdoor and of course Scarning Info, are definitely
the places to visit!

27 Nov 2021
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carning
SParish
Council
Hello Everyone
At the Parish Council meeting held on 15th
November, we co-opted a new Councillor and I
am delighted to welcome Melanie Blackburn to
the team.
The Police Engagement Officer for Breckland
also attended and gave us an update in relation
to criminal activities in Scarning. Our crime
levels are low but concern was noted in relation
to speeding cars and parking. The Officer also
gave some very good advice as we go into the
Christmas period. In the house, don't leave
presents in view from a window and don't hide
presents in unlocked garages or sheds. When
doing shopping trips back to the car, don’t leave
the bags in view - put them in the boot. In
relation to deliveries and after Christmas Day,
break your empty boxes down and turn them
inside out so it makes it more difficult to see
what was inside them. Thieves are opportunistic
so let’s not give them those opportunities. If
your gifts are out of sight, they will stay safe and
they will stay yours.
We have three defibrillators in the Parish and a
well attended defibrillator first aid course was
held on 4th November. The Parish Council funds
the event and places are free, and the next is
scheduled for May. If you are interested in
attending, please let the Clerk know.

Three Cheers!
Waste Paper
Collection
for
Scarning Church
is back

In regard to the Water Meadows, a safety surface
will be installed under the swings, the seats of
which will be replaced, and it is also hoped to
give the dolphin a make-over.
Our Speed Watch Group consisting of twelve
volunteers is undergoing training before
venturing onto the streets.
Also the Council have agreed to provide
additional paper copies of the Beacon for a two
month trial period, they will be placed in the
Church and Village Hall.
As this will be the last issue of the Beacon
before Christmas on behalf of all your
Councillors I wish you and your families a very
happy, peaceful and safe festive season.

Please bring your waste paper to the Village Hall
on the 1st Saturday of the month which is Coffee Morning Day!

Many thanks to Charles Hewson who has resumed his waste paper collection
service to raise money for the church.
He is collecting newspapers, magazines, fliers, mail order catalogues,
junk mail, envelopes (inc windows),
paperback and hardback books, directories etc
but not cardboard.
Everything is recycled and the church receives the recycling credits.

Kind regards,

Charles’ trailer will be parked outside the Village Hall.

Fiona Bradford - Chair
FMBradford@GMail.Com
27 Nov 2021
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For further information, call Charles on 01362 693041
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n previous issues of the Scarning Beacon we
looked at some of the village’s old pubs, namely
the Black Horse, New Inn and Spring Cottage. There
was a fourth, which I never got round to, and it was
at the far eastern end of the village beside the main
road into Dereham. In fact anyone who wasn’t
familiar with the parish boundary might have
assumed that it was in Dereham as it was in Cooper
Terrace, on the way down the hill before you come to
the Co op and Domino’s. It went by various names
over the years, the Joiners Arms until 1875, then the
Three Compasses, the Compasses and finally the
Carpenters Arms until its final closure in 1965.

I

The earliest
listed
licensee was
one George
Cross, who
was a joiner
and
carpenter,
which was
presumably
where the
name came
from. He
was born in Scarning. At this time the establishment
was a beer house and Mr Cross was listed in 1845 as
one of three beer sellers in the village. This would
have been largely a drinking establishment for
working people and not a coaching inn and it may be
that George continued in his occupation as a joiner
with his wife selling the beer. George Cross is listed
as licensee from 1845 to 1861 and we know that he
was aged 35 at the time of the 1851 census.
In 1886 the Compasses, as it was now known,
[having at times been referred to also as the Three
Compasses] was sold at auction and was listed as
comprising - Entrance hall, Bar, Parlour, Kitchen,
General Living room, Cellar, 4 bedrooms, Wash
house, Privy and Large garden.
The establishment’s final name was the Carpenters
Arms and it finally became a Steward and Patteson
pub. Steward & Patteson merged with Bullards in
1961, took over Morgan’s Brewery and soon after
the whole lot became part of Watney Mann. By 1960
it was clear that the Compasses was no longer a
27 Nov 2021
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viable concern. In 1962 its future was discussed by
the owners, the previous year’s beer sales having
amounted to 67 barrels. It got a reprieve but closed
for ever on 14th July 1965 and the licence renewal
was not applied for in 1966.
That completes
our tour of
Scarning pubs,
but there are two
other mysterious
names. One is the
Camps Inn,
which is referred
to in 1872. It has
been suggested
that this was an
error and that it actually refers to the Carpenters
Arms, partly on the basis that our George Cross is
listed as one of the licensees. Another oddity crops
up in 1841, when one William Hasel is listed at the
White Horse, Scarning. The 1841 entry may refer to
the Black Horse but he is at another un-named beer
house in 1845 and it remains a mystery. Sadly there
appears to be no mention anywhere of the Dirty
Donkey.
Incidentally the Joiners Arms/Compasses/Carpenters
Arms was and is a handsome building and it is still
there. A photo dating from 1897 shows it looking
very much the same as it does now, over 120 years
later.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK

Advertising
100% of all advertising fees in
the Scarning Beacon will be
donated to local charities.
(See the A2C article on Page 13)
So, if you are a local business,
you really should place an advert
- not only will you be reaching
your customers, but you’ll also
be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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We have recently launched our new Dereham &
District Tangent Facebook page, so look out for that
too to see what we have been up to and what we will
be up to!

Good friends, good times, good causes

Jane Bizley
Chairman
Dereham & District Tangent
JaneEBizley@Hotmail.Com

s Dereham Tangent Chairman, I attended the
Northern Regional Luncheon which was held in
Durham. The guest speaker was David Harper, best
known for Antiques Road Trip, who was most
entertaining. The event was attended by 160 ladies
from all over the country.

A

November’s Dereham
Tangent meeting was
‘crafty Christmas
creations’ which was
hosted by one of our
members at her home in
Shipdham. As usual our
ladies came up with
fabulous designs whilst enjoying some rather tasty
mulled wine.
We also enjoyed an
extra meeting this
month, with a
distillery talk and
tour at Archangel
Gin in Dunton, near
Fakenham. What a
great way to spend a
dark autumn
afternoon! Peter &
Jude were very informative, whilst also making the
talk very entertaining. There were several very nice
tasters for those not driving and for those who were
driving a half bottle of Archangel Gin to take home.
Once again I had the honour of laying the wreath on
behalf of Dereham Tangent at the Remembrance
Sunday parade. It’s a very moving occasion as you
will know and I have been proud to lay our wreath
for the past three years.
December will see almost all our members enjoying
our Christmas meal when we shall be joined by our
Tangent National President and I expect there will be
a visit from Santa too!
Ladies, if you feel Tangent might be for you get in
touch either by emailing
derehamtangent@gmail.com or calling me on 01362
693153. Take a look at our National Tangent Clubs
website by going to www.tangent-clubs.org.
27 Nov 2021
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The
Dirty
Donkey

Pub
Quiz

F

or a special Christmas treat, Dirty Donkey
would like you to identify the sweets from the
clues below. The number in brackets shows the
number of letters in the answer.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Subject for discussion (5)
From nine onwards (5, 6)
Sssh! It’s a secret (5)
Swamp flower (11)
Scottish granite (9, 4)
Marriage bureaux (11)
Yorkshire buns (10, 5)
Powerful herbs (5, 6, 5)
Nut lash (6, 4)
Llyod, lylod, lolyd (5, 8)
They know all the answers (8)
Brand of knitting needles (4)
Star system (6)
Precious stones at the greengrocers? (4, 6)
Grape juice in the mouth (4, 4)
From the cow on a salver (4, 4)
Worn on chains (7)
Sweetened nuts (7, 7)
The big six wheeler, scarlet painted ….. (6, 6)
Two fall (4, 5)
Frothy glue (6, 3)
Bad witchcraft (5, 5)
Frozen chocoholic perhaps (7, 3)
Carried a mutinous crew (6)
It could be snow (5)
Click here to go to the answers on Page 13

www.Scarning.Info

6

Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

he year creeps towards its end and here we are at
T
the beginning of Advent, when most people put
up their Christmas decorations. Of course the shops

looked beautiful. And of course the churchyard has
to be kept under control, the building is unlocked and
locked daily and it has to be cleaned regularly. And
our bell ringers deserve a mention for their efforts of
course.
The next issue of the Scarning Beacon will be for the
New Year and I will use this opportunity to wish you
all a happy and safe festive season and hope that
2022 will turn out to be the year you want it to be.

have had Christmas goods on display since the
beginning of November but for most of us the
Christmas season starts around now.
Remembrance
Sunday was the
14th November
and it went
well, in spite of
an unexpected
rain shower
which
coincided
precisely with
everyone
moving outside
for the start of
the service by the war memorial. We had our usual
large Remembrance Sunday congregation, some
good singing and an inspiring and thoughtful sermon
from the inimitable Rev. Dennis Ackroyd.

Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

Don’t forget to come to our combined Coffee
Morning and Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 4th
December. This year it will be bigger than ever, with
stalls in the church and the catering in the hall. There
will also be guided trips up to see the bells. Not to be
missed.
There are details of our Christmas services elsewhere
in this issue. The services will all take place as
normal, including being allowed to sing. We still ask
that people behave thoughtfully with respect to social
distancing and wearing masks but by now I think we
all know what is sensible and what isn’t and we are
happy to rely on your good judgement.
It might be worth mentioning that whilst there are no
services at Scarning on Christmas Day and Boxing
Day there will be services at Dereham and you are
welcome to attend those. Details are also elsewhere
in this issue.
As we approach the end of what has, by anyone’s
standards, been a difficult year, it is perhaps a good
time to say some thank yous. It’s not just our clergy
and the members of the PCC who keep things going,
but a variety of others also, who just quietly get on
with it without fuss. One of the things that often
strikes me is the wonderful flowers in the church,
which are provided by a small band of dedicated
volunteers on a rota basis. The photo shows the
arrangement for Remembrance Sunday, which
27 Nov 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info

7

he Scarning Art Club continue to meet at
Swanton Morley Village Hall and on 4th
November the Annual General Meeting was held.
Twenty eight members attended and a lively and
informative debate resulted in lots of ideas coming
from Members suggesting the things that they would
like to see in the form of demonstrations and
workshops. As a result the Committee are working
hard to put together a programme for next year, so
why not come along and see what we can offer you?
Some of our members have never practised art before
and they have found that the more experienced artists
in the club are very willing to pass on their years of
experience so the excuse of “I can’t draw” isn’t
acceptable.

T

Following my leaving the RAF and having spent a
considerable time away from home I needed to
become part of the Community and saw joining the
Dereham Art Club as a way of meeting new people.
Sadly the club folded due to lack of members. This
led me to the Scarning Art Group under the inspiring
leadership of Ted Geeson. You may know that
originally the Club was known as PIGS (Pen and Ink
Group Scarning).

We have recently had sessions on wild west art and
the art of drawing marine subjects. During the
coming weeks, presentations will include Christmas
card design and painting the pieces of a giant jigsaw,
the design of which will not become apparent until
all the pieces are finished. Intrigued? - then come
along and join in. We meet every Thursday morning
from 9.15am until 12.15pm.

In various guises the Club has gone from strength to
strength and with no formal art training I have learnt
an enormous amount from visiting artists and fellow
Club members.

We have been invited to hold an exhibition of our
work as part of the Arts and Craft Exhibition at
Scarning Church on 4th December where you can see
what we do and even buy a painting to brighten up
that space on your wall.

1.
2.
3.

We are fortunate to live in a beautiful county with
endless subject matter to inspire any artist.
Answers to last month’s quiz:
Bradford
Laurence Stephen Lowry
St Ives, Cornwall

Questions for this month:
1. Who painted The Laughing Cavalier?
2. To which art movement did Andy Warhol belong?
3. Where is the Dutch national art collection held?
Answers in next month’s issue.
Mike 01362 652935
Jacquie 01362 697783
Mike@MDEWard.Co.UK

Continuing with our theme “What Inspired me to do
Art” one of our long serving members, Ian Kelly
who painted the picture above, has written:

Two Top Tips For Christmas

27 Nov 2021
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1.Forget the Past - you can’t change it.
2.Forget the Present - I didn’t get you one.
8

Librar y
s always, I am a big fan of the library, and the
service they provide. Well now, they have added
another tick to their list. Recently the van began
carrying a stock of Lateral Flow self testing boxes
which anyone can pick up from the van. Anyone.
And it's free!

A

So, if you are still cautious
about going into shops or don't
want to go to Dereham
especially for a test, you can
now pick one up almost from
your door. There is a maximum
of 4 boxes/household at a time.

Verse and Worse
While Shepherds washed their socks by night
Whilst watching BBC
The Angel of the Lord came down
And switched it to ITV.
The shepherds shouted, "Switch that Back!"
But the Angel tripped and fell,
It landed on the aerial, which snapped in half,
And the shepherds shouted "Bl**dy Hell!
We're forced to watch the Queen's speech now,
Can you think of a fate more bad?"
But the Angel of the Lord stood up, saying
"I bring news for you to be glad.
For in David's town, not too far away
A saviour has been born this night.
He will end all war, bring peace to Earth,
And make everything turn out all right."

More than 1 person can board
the mobile van at a time now which makes it easier if
you fancy browsing the shelves, hand sanitiser is still
available, and wearing of a mask is still required.

"Will he fix our TV?" "Erm, probably not."
"Then why on Earth should we care?
All we want is to do our laundry in peace,
And let our eyes go square."

Please make use of this service to our village, either
by visiting at the Mayfair stop on Dec 15th from
10.25 - 10.40, or on School Plain between 16.35 17.05 on the same day.

"Don't you want to worship the child?" the Angel said,
"That was born this very day!
He'll turn war to peace and hate to love,
And make bad things go away."

Clare Jones
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
I’ve been learning speed reading techniques
and last night I read "War and Peace" in
about ten seconds.
I'm going to try four words next.

"Worship a child?!" they all replied
"You can get lynched for that!
And at the very least, my friend,
I'd look a total prat."
The Angel tried one last time, saying,
"This kid will make all fighting cease.
He'll heal the sick and help the poor,
And bring us eternal peace."
"Then peace off!" they shouted, "You drunken hippy.
You've spent too long in the inn!
Now get out of the way of the television set,
'Christmas Countdown' is about to begin."
The Angel then went to visit the Lord,
And got some Kings to come along.
And now you know that the stories of shepherds
Are all completely wrong.
It wasn't around a manger they gathered that night,
But around the TV set.
I hope that now that you know the truth,
It will be something you never forget.
Anon

27 Nov 2021
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She Talks A Lot
Scarning A otments
fter my piece in the September Beacon, I was
A
contacted to ask whether the peas, onions and
garlic planted over winter need to have any
protection. I have checked all the labels and my own
previous experience and would say that the onions
and garlic need no protection at all but that it is a
good idea to give some sort of protection to the peas
from birds and insects though the cold is not a
problem.
So now to my latest jottings! As the weather seems
to only be dry when I have other commitments,
getting the ground dug over is taking much longer
than I had anticipated! Instead, I am spending time
planning what to grow next year – a good reason for
trips to Garden Centres. I am also dropping a few
hints to “Father Christmas” (we were never visited
by Santa Claus, always by the more pagan version!)
about suitable seeds and the need for good gardening
gloves.
I have had
some
successes that
I would like to
repeat from
previous years.
I grew some
trombone
courgette a
few years back
which are very
exciting and
grew quite happily despite my broken arm
preventing me from getting to the allotment! The ball
is a tennis ball just to give some idea of size. If you
can get the plants supported appropriately, the
courgettes will grow straight. The seeds are not very
common, but I found some from an Italian firm –
Zucchetta Tromba D’Albenga.
Last year
Father
Christmas
gave me some
Zombie
pumpkin seed.
The results
have been in
the porch
window for
Halloween but
are about to be
turned into soup.
27 Nov 2021

I want to build on my improved success with
cauliflower next year – clearly lots of water and
fertiliser are essential and they even survived the
ravages of caterpillars which I picked off by hand
each visit. The plant stall on Fakenham Market
provided me with a pack of mixed cauliflower and,
boy, were they mixed; we’ve had white, yellow,
green and purple ones! The purple one dyed the
water blue but didn’t lose all its colour and stayed a
bluish purple on our plates. Much more exciting than
the black version of French beans, which, although a
lovely flavour, come out green when cooked!
So what else? I need some interesting French beans,
preferably climbing ones as I do better with those;
black is good because they show up better when
picking but green is fine, and I bought some really
nice yellow ones from the Charity Stall outside
Iceland during the summer. Carrots are a must and
fraught with difficulties as there are so many types –
do I want short dumpy ones or nice long ones? – I
already have seeds for the multi-coloured ones which
came in a pack with chocolate coloured sweet
peppers, rainbow mix beetroot and foot-long chilli.
On the potato front, I rather like the blue and black
fleshed ones but they are not easy to get hold of. I
will need to decide whether to try leeks from seed or
go for the easy option of buying them ready started.
My yellow tomatoes and the striped ones have been
lovely but I like to buy them as plants so that I can
have a mixture; unfortunately, the black one got
eaten by slugs this year. I want to try aubergines
again and some of the unusual cucumbers but they
take a lot more care and heat.
I could go on, but I have to remember that the plot is
limited in size, especially as I have quite a range of
fruit bushes! …… and I’m also limited on time and
energy!
Susan Cranmer
S.Cranmer940@BTInternet.Com

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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another job - raking leaves,

Through The
Garden Gate
Weather Lore:As the days lengthen, so the cold strengthens.
reparing for colder weather in our gardens is a
P
big worry to us gardeners. We browse all year
round the garden centres, nurseries and garden
shows to see what is available, in the
hope we come across that special
plant. Feeling very pleased at finding
it, we try to find a home in our garden.
At last, safely placed and planted,
admired and cajoled into the best
specimen it could be, we then in
December worry about its survival.
Hardy you say!! I’m not sure we can refer to
anything being hardy anymore! If you remember,
earlier this year we experienced very severe frosts of
-8 to -11 in Norfolk. This had a devastating effect on
many hardy plants/shrubs in my garden.
Hydrangeas, hebe, and pittosporum (all in the hardy
group), were severely damaged and ruined.
I have many plants in pots (too
many, says Hubby). I treasure them
all, so consequently they all come
into the greenhouse and potting
shed for winter protection. A big
job, but well worth it. Just don’t
bring them out too early next
Spring. Hessian sacking, or some
garden fleece are used on those
larger pots we cannot move. I also cover my
daphnes in the garden.
I always think it’s sad when it’s time to either dig up
or cut back my dahlias. This job should be done
earlier, but the weather was so mild and my dahlias
were late appearing. I don’t dig mine up, I leave
them in the ground cutting them down before the
first bad frosts, then cover thickly with mulch (horse
manure). They always come up and surprise me
with beautiful blooms.
Colour, this time of year is difficult to achieve with
flowers. The odd hardy perennial is giving a final
burst of colour. My salvias are still blooming well,
pinks, purples, clarets and reds through my garden.
Of course the autumnal colours of the leaves on
trees has given a magnificent show and carpeted the
lawns spectacularly, also giving us gardeners
27 Nov 2021
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This is, I find, a satisfying job. All raked and
deposited into bags, stored and will be used next
spring on my borders giving a very rich mulch, all
for free. Remember to do this job on a dry, wind free
day.
Even though we are in
December, our gardens still give
us jobs that need to be done, like
pruning. Trees and shrubs in
borders are easily accessible as
the soil is usually very hard, and
won’t hurt as you walk through.
Broken branches can be cut,
climbing clematis can be cut
hard if late flowering or trimmed
and placed back into the trees
and frames. Sambuca can be cut
hard and shaped, to encourage vigorous growth next
Spring.
Standard fuchsia can be cut into shape, by cutting to
a bud. Mulching after any pruning will help to give a
burst of growth in the spring.
For those that don’t garden often ask, ‘What on earth
do you do in the garden in December?’ Well it’s a
good month to get onto those borders, to continue
weeding and planting. Trees and shrubs can still be
planted, as long as the ground isn’t hard with frost. A
good tidy up, as you can see your way around what’s
left amongst evergreens and trees. Cut away the
larger leaves off hellebores to make way for the
beautiful flowers to show their best early next year. I
cut all the leaves away on mine.
Tolerant of late planting are tulip, daffodil and grape
hyacinth bulbs. They just flower on shorter stems,
but still give a good show. I love my pots, so many
are full of dwarf iris, hyacinth and grape hyacinth.
I visited one of my favourite
nurseries recently, West Acre.
My daughter has recently
moved and has an almost blank
canvass for a garden. An
absolute delight to buy and
design for her. But, I couldn’t
resist to buy, for me, a
hydrangea, with huge oak leaf
shaped leaves and the deepest
plum colour. It is Hydrangea
‘Quercifolia Pee Wee’ - a dwarf
variety with creamy white panicles in Summer
turning pink with age. It is H 0.8m. W 1.2m - so, it is
ideal for a small garden or in a pot.
Corinne Steward
07881 691899
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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ereham Walkers are Welcome is holding its last
short walk of the year on Friday 3 December.
On this occasion, the walk is being combined with
one of our longer walks, so there will be five choices
·
a short (3½ mile) walk
·
a 5½ mile walk
·
a 6 mile walk
·
a 6½ mile walk and
·
the full 7½ mile walk
Everyone will walk together to start with, with the
first four options requiring people to make their own
way back to Dereham along clear and easy to follow
routes, though without a walk leader. Full details are
on our website - DerehamWAW.Org.UK

D
t’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas at Scarning Pre
School! The children have had
great fun helping us to decorate
the rooms. They have been busy
crafting lots of wonderful festive
creations to take home to their
families. The children loved the
chance to do some festive baking,
using their senses to explore all
the wonderful textures, smells and tastes that are
such an important part of this time of year.

I

As the weather has turned chilly,
we’ve been wrapping up warm
and still getting out in the garden
as much as possible. We’ve been
taking care of the birds and
wildlife by making feeders for
them. We’ve been noticing lots of
changes such as the trees that
have now lost their leaves. The
children have been great at
helping us rake up all the leaves and giving the
garden a tidy up for the winter.

Alternatively, please contact Ken Hawkins, kenhawkins@tiscali.co.uk or 07561 813243.
More walks are being planned for 2022, starting with
a medium length walk on 1 January, and including
the short walks on the first Friday of every month.
The details will be settled soon, but if you want to be
first to know, ask to join our emailing list.
Ken Hawkins
Ken-Hawkins@Tiscali.Co.UK
07561 813243.

We have had lots of exciting
events in the lead up to the end of
term. Christmas Jumper day was
fantastic seeing all the children
and staff in their festive jumpers!
The children also had a visit from
Santa, who stopped by the garden
and left some presents for the
children.
We wish all our children, families and local
community a very merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year!
Emma Dawson
em_lou_dawson@yahoo.co.uk

My son came home upset because he got
the part of the husband in his school's
Christmas play again
I think he was looking forward to getting a
speaking part this year.

“While shepherds washed their socks at night
All seated round the tub
A bar of Sunlight soap came down
And they began to scrub!”

27 Nov 2021
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A2C
Advertising

To

Charity

The
Dirty
Donkey

he Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability received
the most votes during last month, thanks to
everyone who sent in their emails.

T

Click here to go to the
questions on Page 6

During December, we have the choice of the
following three charities;
The RNLI (The Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
These are separate from coastguards, independent of
government and rely on volunteers and supporters to
run this lifesaving service. They provide a 24-hr
rescue service in the UK and Ireland. The Flood
Rescue Team helps those affected by flooding. RNLI
crews and lifeguards have saved over 142,700 lives
since 1824.
Dereham Cancer Care
This volunteer run centre is based at Cowper Road in
Dereham and provides information and support for
anyone whose life has been touched by cancer. This
could be learning about equipment available to
improve day to day living, or setting up some
counselling or therapies. There is also opportunity
for a respite break following surgery or treatment.
The centre gives people a place to meet others and
build a support network, vital for those with cancer
and their carers.
Norfolk Accident Rescue
Over the years, this charity has helped to provide
equipment and training for local doctors to respond
to serious road traffic accidents. All the members are
volunteers and offer their services free of charge in
their spare time. The organisation is funded
completely by donations, it receives no government
or health service funding.

Pub
Quiz

Answers
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Topic
After Eight
Wispa
Marshmallow
Edinburgh rock
Matchmakers
Pontefract cakes
Extra strong mints
Walnut whip
Dolly mixtures
Smarties
Aero
Galaxy
Opal Fruits
Wine gums
Milk Tray
Lockets
Sugared almonds
Double Decker
Pear drops
Bubble gum
Black Magic
Coconut ice
Bounty
Flake

If you have a charity close to your heart, please email
it in to us so that it can be included in The Beacon
A2C. All the money raised by advertising within The
Beacon is donated to the chosen charity, but as the
saying goes...."You've got to be in it, to win it".
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
I remember the day my parents told me
Santa didn't exist.
I was so upset, I got in my car and drove
straight to the pub.
27 Nov 2021
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Friday
th
17 Dec
7.30 pm
onwards
The
Dirty
Scarning
Donkey
Village Hall
The Dirty Donkey December Do
What is it?
Itʼs not a pub quiz, and itʼs not a fund raiser.
Itʼs not good for the roses - youʼre thinking of donkey doo doos.
Well, what is it then?
Itʼs a monthly “do” where you can have a chin wag with your
friends and neighbours.
Itʼs a “bring your own” event where you supply your own
refreshments - beer, wine, lemonade, nibbles or whatever else
you want. Teas & coffees plus some limited crisps & nuts will be
available though.
Itʼs “free entry” - all we ask is for you to bring some cash for
raffle tickets, tea, coffee or snacks to pay for the hire of the hall.
Itʼs from 7.30 onwards - no need to “book” - just turn up when
you want and leave when you like.
Itʼs in Scarning Village Hall on the third Friday of each month.
The rest is up to you…!

The Dirty Donkey December Do
27 Nov 2021
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Scarning
Table
Tennis
Club

Your Village Hall
he Trust is pleased to welcome back many of our
regular hirers who are are now benefitting from the
improved facilities we are able to offer and, with
Christmas fast approaching, the bookings diary is
getting busy.

T

he club is up and running again after almost two
years of inactivity.

T

Scarning Village Hall is now fully open to the public
again and, with its excellent facilities and attention to
detail, it is a welcoming environment for everyone.
Our new extended kitchen with dishwasher,
microwave, oven and hob, a large fridge and serving
hatch, together with small meeting room and spacious
main hall makes this an ideal venue for informal
gatherings, parties etc.
With the added facility of WiFi, shortly to be installed,
this will open the doors for business meetings,
seminars and other presentations, courses etc.

We play on Thursday afternoons between 2pm until
4 pm at Scarning Village Hall. There is a charge of
£3 per person towards the rental of the hall.
For the more experienced and competitive amongst
you, the Club also plays in the Dereham and District
League.
New members are most welcome.
Frank Foreman
FForeman4@Sky.Com

New warm white icicle lights are shortly to deck the
exterior of the Hall together with interior Christmas
decorations to the Main Hall. The Christmas Tree in
front of the Church - kindly donated by the Parish
Council - completes the festive ambience, giving the
Village that chocolate box appeal, and making
Scarning Village Hall the perfect location for those
Christmas celebrations.
If you would like further information on the facilities
available or would wish to hire our newly refurbished
Hall, please contact Nick Hartley, the Bookings Clerk,
whose details are given below.
The Trust looks forward to welcoming you.

Contacts:
Bookings

Nick Hartley
01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

Secretary

Sonia Lee
07795 807967
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com

27 Nov 2021
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Scarnin
g
Tennis
f anyone has some excess energy, the community
tennis sessions are continuing on Sunday
mornings, weather permitting, between 10-12am.
Children must be accompanied by an adult, and you
can come along for just 30 mins or the full 2 hours.
It's a friendly system of play with whoever else is
there, as mixing in is the best way to improve your
game, and keeps us on our toes.

I

Don't forget if it is a still day, there is the table tennis
available as well, which is located next to the tennis
courts.
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ScarningTennis@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Scandalous Times - and then there was the child.
n 5 August 1791, a boy was born in the parish of
O
St Saviours in Norwich. In the Parish Register,
his mother was named as Elizabeth Shave. His
father’s name was not recorded. The child was
christened John Mathew.

When he was six, he went to live in Scarning with
the schoolmaster, St John Priest, and his wife. Priest
was a close friend of Parson Woodforde and
frequently travelled to to Norwich, where his uncle
ran a wine shop in St Giles. He and his wife had no
children.

landowner. The couple had at least two illegitimate
children, one of whom was named as Lombe’s heir.
And it was Lombe who presented John Beevor to the
church living at Scarning, which included use of the
rectory.
Beevor was described as ‘a big, burly, sloppy sort of
man’, who had ‘an enormous appetite and could
never get enough to eat at home.’ After supper at the
rectory he would often ride to the George Inn in
Dereham, where he would devour another huge
meal. His appetite was as voracious as that of his
contemporary, James Woodforde.
Beevor’s troubles began with the death of his wife,
Elizabeth. She was buried in the chancel at Scarning
on 5 May, but when Beevor returned to the rectory
he found the kitchen fire out and no more than dry
bread in the house. He headed to the George for a
meal, but the next morning there was still no food in
the house. He confronted his cook. She presented
him with an ultimatum. He must either marry her or
she would leave him.

John Mathew was educated at the
village school and went on to St
John’s College, Cambridge. Five
years later, he was made curate at
Reepham at an annual stipend of
fifty pounds, and in 1817, he
became curate at Billingford. Both
livings were held by St John
Priest.
Priest treated him like a son. In his
will, he left him the living of the
parish church in Reepham, which
the Priest family had held for over
fifty years. He also left a curious
note in his will, one which has
been taken as evidence that he
was the boy’s father. The note
stated that the boy ‘resided with
me for several years past.’ With it,
he attached a copy of the entry in
the Parish Register showing John
Mathew’s date of birth and
confirming his arrival in the
world.
Priest did not formally acknowledge the child to be
his, but the village’s inhabitants were under no
illusion. In one of his articles, written when the tale
was still fresh in the minds of Scarning’s older
inhabitants, Augustus Jessopp noted that whilst Priest
was ‘a man of various accomplishments,’ there was
‘a rift in the lute.’ Jessopp, himself a man of the
cloth, coyly refused to elaborate, noting that his was
not ‘a scandalous chronicle,’ but the lines were wide
enough to be read between.

Under ordinary circumstances
such a proposal would have meant
little, but for a man of such
gargantuan appetite it was a choice
that deserved his full attention.
In the eighteenth century, a good
cook was hard to find. ‘God sends
meat, but the Devil sends cooks,’
one writer observed.
Beevor’s cook, Bridget Lee,
evidently had a talent he could not
afford to ignore. Forced to choose
between a marriage of culinary
convenience, or a miserable
existence without her, he made
what would turn out to be a fateful
decision.
On 6 July 1799, two months and a
day after his wife was laid in her
grave, the couple were married at
Scarning. In the Parish Register, Beevor signed his
name. Bridget Lee made her mark.
Unhappily for John Beevor, the marriage met with
widespread disapproval. Beevor found himself
confronted by the full force of the villagers’ anger.
He was shouted at when he appeared at the rectory
gate and abuse was hurled at him when he was out in
his gig.
Men of God, it seems, were supposed to set an
example, not a precedent.

The scandal, involving an illegitimate child and a
member of the clergy, may not have surprised
villagers. In 1799, when Priest was still in charge of
the village school, another scandal enveloped a
clergyman.

In the end, it became too much for him and he left
the village, never to return. The last that was heard of
him was when he took up residence in a house in
Norwich, where he fixed a brass plate to his front
door on which was inscribed his name and the title
‘Rector of Scarning.

The clergyman was Eton educated John Beevor.
Beevor had his own scandalous past. His mother had
carried on a long affair with Sir John Lombe, the
owner of Bylaugh Hall and Scarning’s largest

Nick Hartley
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet
01362 687492

27 Nov 2021
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RE

duce
use
cycle

And have a Very Merry Eco-Friendly Christmas
•

Make a shopping list and buy only what you need
and remember to take your reusable bags with
you.

•

Use brown paper, recycled
wrapping paper,
newspaper, or cloth to
wrap presents and fix with
string instead of tape so
that it can be reused next
year.

•

Make gift tags from old Christmas cards.

•

Edible, homemade gifts make thoughtful presents
such as biscuits, chutney, and cakes.

•

Buy a reusable advent calendar and fill it with
pick n mix sweets.
• Use resources from your garden to
decorate your house, these can
then be composted afterwards. Try
drying out orange slices on a low
heat in your oven for a fragrant,
festive decoration.

•

Consider buying vouchers, such as for meals,
days out or experiences, as presents. Or even
promise notes, such as babysitting for a wellearned night out.

•

Use LED fairy lights and switch them off during
the day.

•

Shop local and buy loose. Why not check out
your local refill shop for some wonderful, unique,
and local gifts? (Its not all washing up liquid and
pasta!)

•

Make paper chains and snowflakes from old
newspapers.

•

Upcycle old items or gift second-hand clothes.
There’s no shame in it and some charity shops
have brand new items.

•

How about a Zero waste starter pack as a present
for a loved one to start them on their Zero waste
journey.

Finally, why not take
part in the reverse
advent calendar?
Every day, leading
up to Christmas,
collect food/toiletry
items to donate to
your local foodbank
for those less
fortunate than you.
Lisa at the Coop Funeral Directors can no longer
receive recycling, however if anyone wishes to
continue to collect they can get in touch with me,
until other arrangements are made. Watch this space!
Laura Steward
laurasbj@googlemail.com

• When shopping for
children why not consider
wooden toys and/or toys
with minimal packaging
waste.
•

Make your own Christmas crackers and fill them
with your own small gifts or a scratch card. You
can buy the snaps in bulk, fairly cheaply online.
If that’s too much like hard work how about
buying plastic-free crackers or even reusable
ones?

27 Nov 2021
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SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
he bell ringers will have a stall at the Craft Fair
on Saturday 4th December and I hope you will
come and give us a look. You will find us in our
usual haunt at the bottom of the tower and as well as
having some lovely hand-made things for sale we
will be offering trips up to the belfry. It provides a
rare opportunity to see the historic bell installation
and hear about the origins of the bells. You need to
be able to negotiate a long flight of narrow stairs and
some wooden steps and there are trip hazards, but it’s
well worth the effort if you can do it. Young people
are welcome and are generally fascinated by the
chance to go up the medieval spiral stairway, but
under-16’s will need to be accompanied by an adult.

T

Our ringing activities have settled down into their old
rhythm and I am pleased to be able to say that we
have been able to fulfil all our commitments for
Sunday ringing, though still occasionally with fewer
than six bells. We rang half-muffled for
Remembrance Sunday and tolled the big tenor bell as
part of the service. I explained in a previous article
about muffling the bells and the photograph will give
you a clearer idea of what that entails.
We will be ringing the bells for the carol service and
Christingle, and I hope also for the school children’s
service at the end of term, though as I write we
haven’t had details of that. We don’t ring for the
midnight service on Christmas Eve for fear of
waking up small people who have only just settled
down and got to sleep, and likewise we don’t ring
out the old year as is the custom in many places. So
after the Christingle on 19th December we have a
well-earned break until we resume our activities
early in the New Year.
One of the things
on our agenda for
2022 will be a bit
of routine
maintenance in the
belfry, but I’ll tell
you more about
that next time. So
for now I wish you
all a safe and
happy Christmas.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers
27 Nov 2021
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A Polish Christmas
lthough I am Scottish by birth and lived there
A
until I was 20, my Dad was Polish - a Cadet
Officer in the Polish Parachute Brigade.
Christmas was not “big” in Scotland when I was a
child, although we did have stockings and a tree and
Dad lit the fires in our bedrooms, the only time they
were ever lit, unless we were ill.
There were simple presents but no really lavish
foods. The big “do” came at New Year (more later).
However my Dad’s sister and her husband (Auntie
Marysia and Uncle Romek) lived in Weeting near
Brandon and they celebrated Christmas in the
Traditional Polish way. The big feast was on
Christmas Eve (Wigilia).
The meal had 12 courses and was meatless, but did
include fish in many forms.
Preparations started earlier in the year. Uncle started
a barrel of cabbage fermenting in the cellar for a dish
called Bigos and he gathered mushrooms to dry on
strings by the stove. They were used to make stuffing
for little dumplings called pierogi and to flavour
soups. He would fatten a goose for Christmas Day
and he kept bees. So there was honey for traditional
cakes and to make mead to drink a toast. He put
straw under the tablecloth. If the youngsters pulled
out a green piece it meant romance in the air but a
brown bit meant you might not be so lucky in love.
Supper couldn’t begin until the first star appeared in
the sky. My children were very competitive about
spotting the star and there was always great
excitement all round.
We usually started with Beetroot Soup (See Page 26)
accompanied by pierogi. My friend Ewa in Warsaw
tells me that no one bothers to make them these days
–they just buy them from the deli. Having had a stab
at making some today, I can understand why!! My
kids called the soup Ox blood soup!!! Following
dishes were fishy or mushroomy and pudding usually
a compote made from dried fruits and honey or
poppy seed cake.
There was a tree of course and simple gifts and the
children usually prepared a little concert to round
things off. It was all about the family and being
together.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
www.Scarning.Info
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Christmas
Chuckles
Meet Leanne, the Morrisons Community Champion.

eanne is responsible for Community projects on
L
behalf of Morrisons Dereham, including donating
to local fundraisers, in-store donation stations and
is even a co-founder of the Dereham Community
Litter Pick Group.
Throughout December, Leanne has various
campaigns in store, including:
* Gift donation station – items can be left here
to be donated to Operation Christmas Child
and Swaffham Community Hub.

What does the Queen call her
Christmas Broadcast?
The One Show.
What do you call an obnoxious
reindeer? Rude-olph.
How is Christmas exactly like your job?
You do all the work and some fat guy in
a suit gets all the credit.

* Advent Donation Station – advent calendars
will be donated to Lincoln House Care Homes
and children who need extra support.

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy.

* Gifting Tree – There are Tokens
attached to the tree with £1, £2 and £5.
Simply take a token with you to the
checkouts along with your shopping and
your chosen Token will be added to your
bill. Donations will then be made to our
chosen local charity - Connects & Co,
which values and cherishes children and
young people who live with the effects
of terminal or long-term illness,
disability, mental health issues and
addiction within their family.

I can't believe I got sacked from the
calendar factory.
All I did was take a day off.

* Book Stall – either donate books or
buy them, and money currently goes to Young Lives
vs Cancer.

How do you know Santa Claus has to be
a man?
No woman is going to wear the same
outfit year after year.
Why is Mrs Claus always checking Santa’s
phone?
He seems to know where all the naughty
girls live.

* Food bank – food and toiletry items collected
for the local Food Bank.
* On 8th December OAP’s can claim a free hot drink
and a mince pie from the Café.
Follow Leanne and her other events over Christmas
and into the New Year on Facebook
#MorrisonsCommunityChampion
I asked a Morrison’s worker where they
kept the mince pies. He said, “I’ll see” and
walked away. So I asked another and he
also said, “I’ll see” and walked off.
Eventually, I gave up and found them
myself, in Aisle C.
27 Nov 2021
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Scarning
Christmas
Craft Fair
With cakes, vegetables, Christmas wreaths, tombola,
fun and games, raffle and plenty of craft stalls
displaying local talent and wares.
Beautiful knitted dog coats, jewellery, handmade gifts,
cushions, preserves/pickles, manicures, cards
to name but a few.
Scarning Art Club will also be displaying
paintings and art for sale.
You will find a gift for that special person in your life.

Refreshments in the Village Hall
Visit the Bell Tower

Scarning Church
10 am - 2 pm

Saturday 4th Dec
All funds raised will be for Scarning Church

27 Nov 2021
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

Happy New Church Year
There are three ‘New Years’ in the course of 365
days. There is the New Year when the schools all
start back in September and the obvious one that is
marked on January 1st. There is also the New Year
that starts on Advent Sunday when the church
calendar begins. Each New Year carries a sense of
new possibilities too. The change of class, year
group, or school, or university might mean making
new friends, or studying a new subject or joining an
out-of-school club.
January 1st is a time
for new resolutions:
this year will be
different! And the
church year? Advent
is that time of
preparation when we
think not only about
Christmas and the
birth of Jesus but of
his return. Advent
asks the question
‘are we ready?’.
The Diocesan Vision
moving forwards is:
Transformed by
Christ: Prayerful,
Pastoral, Prophetic.
Over the coming years these will be developed but
the first, ‘Prayerful’, will be especially marked in
2021/22. To begin Advent properly prayer is a must.
By praying we start listening to God and as we draw
close, our thinking, imagination and actions begin to
fall in step with God’s purposes, and thus
transformed we have a new longing for God’s
kingdom to come.
One of the Diocesan prayer resources is an
adaptation of the Methodist Covenant prayer written
by John Wesley. Wesley hoped that people would
use the prayer at the outset of each calendar year and
many churches across the denominations do this as
part of a Covenant Service, in which those present
commit their lives afresh to God as the new year
begins. It is a famously demanding – even difficult prayer to pray:
27 Nov 2021
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I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to prayer.
Put me to deepening my life with you by deepening
my life of prayer.
Put me to the faithful setting aside of time;
put me to listening;
put me to wonder;
put me to holding a broken world in your love;
put me to trusting.
I willingly expect to be changed by prayer:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield to being
transformed by Christ.
Let me be changed by you and so change the world
for you.
Glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
So be it.
And this covenant now made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
At the time of
writing, we are
preparing for
interviews for the
team vicar vacancy
at Shipdham and
Bradenham and
School’s worker.
This is an exciting
new post, and we
have good
candidates to see,
which is really
encouraging. Please
pray for our new
team vicar as they
prepare to work
alongside us in this
part of God’s
kingdom. Further
details will follow.
With concerns over rising infection rates, we ask that
masks are once more worn, especially in Christmas
Carol services and Christingles, where more people
attend, and social distancing is compromised. It
would be appreciated if people could take lateral
flow tests before attending the busiest of services. We
all want to keep well and safe for Christmas and the
New Year.
Happy Christmas,
Rev Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
01362 694107
TeamRector.Dereham@GMail.Com
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Beacon Abroad
The Road to Santiago de Compostela
I left Zubiri along with my
friend Chris Reynolds,
before the cock crowed,
heading for the town of
Larrasoana. The route was
fairly easy going with a few
steep hills and stretches of
flatlands. You enter the town
of Larrasoana by crossing
another medieval bridge
which also crosses the river
Arga.
The bridge is historically known as the bridge of
bandits as apparently in medieval times bandits lay in
waiting for pilgrims heading to Santiago de
Compostela and would rob them of their worldly
goods. Larrasoana is a small town with little of
interest apart from a couple of churches, a few bars
and restaurants and several places offering
accommodation to pilgrims walking the Camino.
We managed to
find
accommodation at
the Albergue
Municipal where
we met up with
Max and Vanessa,
the German couple
we met at
Roncesvalles. We
also met up with Beaudiene de Kruff from Holland,
whom I met at St Jean Pied de Port.
When walking the Camino, you meet lots of people
who you will walk with for a few days and then you
go your separate ways only to meet up with them
later at another town, village or Albergue.
After spending the night in Larrasoana we set off
early the following morning. One ageing man along
with four young adults. I was both intrigued and
flattered these four young adults were happy to walk
with me as I was 40 years older than Beaudiene, who
was in her early twenties and the rest were in their
late twenties. I don't think for one moment this
would have happened in the UK. All I could think of
is that these young adults have a lot of respect and
time for their elders.
27 Nov 2021
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With the exception of a few uphill sections the walk
from Larrasoana to Pamplona was pretty easy going.
The landscape which I had become accustomed to,
changed dramatically from open farmland, forests,
steep mountains and isolated villages to urban
suburbs with busy roads and industrial areas.
We reached Pamplona early afternoon which allowed
a bit of time for us to find accommodation for the
night and enjoy exploring some of Pamplona's
history and culture.
Pamplona is the Basque capital of Navarra province
“which was founded in 74BC by the Roman military
and political leader, Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus,
better known simply as Pompey”.
Pamplona is world
famous for the Fiesta
de San Fermin, the
running of the bulls
festival held each year
in July. I was pleased
to miss this festival as I
don't agree with this
crazy sport where the
bulls are antagonised to the point of snorting anger,
whereby, they charge at people sometimes causing
serious injury and generally resulting in the death of
the innocent bull.
There is plenty to occupy tourists visiting Pamplona.
Its historic centre is filled with architectural gems
such as the Gothic Cathedral, 16th century citadel and
Baroque Town Hall. The Casco Viejo (Old Town) is
a maze of narrow streets. Pamplona is well known
for its restaurants and
cuisine and has
several small art
galleries and a couple
of museums. There
were several modern
public sculptures
which attracted my
attention especially
the big baby's head
outside the cathedral.
After an extremely exhausting day having walked
from Larrasoana and then spending time
exploring Pamplona, we returned to our
accommodation at Coso Poderton, where we enjoyed
a communal meal before sleep took hold of a bunch
of weary pilgrims.
To be continued.
Tom Thompson
07519 772312
Tom.Thompson9@Hotmail.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Curious Creatures
Baby Lop Eared Rabbits & Guinea-pigs
e have been lucky enough to have new life
born at the farm; seven baby guinea-pigs and
six Lop Eared rabbits. The first litter of guinea-pigs
were born on the 21st October with four pups
arriving at lunch time, then the second litter was born
on 30th October with three pups arriving in the early
hours.
Baby guineapigs are
incredible - they
arrive into this
world all ready
to go - eyes
open, with fur
and teeth and
are able to eat
solid food
straight away.
They do need
mum's milk as
well and will stay with mum for 4 weeks before
starting their new adventure.

W

lot of colourants added. Good quality hay should be
fed and this, along with leafy greens, should make up
the major part of their diet. A small amount of fibre
pellets or a few pieces of fruit can be given as treats
(fruit can cause stomach ache).
If anyone is interested in seeing either babies, then
just contact me
Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

The six Lop Eared rabbits kits were born on 6th of
November. They are not like the guinea-pigs,
although they do have fur. Their eyes are shut and
start to open at 7 days, they have no teeth till they're
around 19 days old. The kits solely rely on mums
milk and will need milk up to 6-8 weeks, they will
try solids around 2-3 weeks and by 4 weeks will eat
same diet as mum plus milk.

As you can imagine, we are going through quite lot
of vegetables, hay and fibre pellets at the moment. I
am convinced guinea-pigs tummies are like
bottomless pits!! A good quality fibre grower pellet is
best for mum and babies. There are lots of foods
available with coloured biscuits added. These should
be avoided as they have low nutritional value and a
27 Nov 2021
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Coffee Morning
SCARNING CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY4TH DECEMBER
2021
10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
ell, here we are almost at the end of another
year and Scarning’s Christmas Craft Fair will
soon be upon us. This year we are reverting back to
having the stalls situated in the Church with
refreshments in the hall opposite so that everyone has
plenty of space.

W

We can look forward to fun and games, stallholders
with vegetables, jams and marmalade, cakes,
wreaths, plants, chutneys and preserves, craft gifts,
jewellery, books, knitted dog coats, a display from
Scarning Art Group, bell tower visits, treats for our
favourite four legged friends - both dogs and cats mini manicures and even wood kindling by some
younger members of our community. It is amazing
how much local talent in Scarning.

Saturday 6th Aug
Saturday 3rd Sep

10.00 - 12.00 noon
10.00 - 12.00 noon

Saturday 1st Oct
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 5th Nov
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 3rd Dec (Craft Fair) 10.00 - 2.00 pm
Please join us for a chat over a nice cup of coffee/tea,
a bacon butty or a delicious slice of cake.
If anyone is able to bake a cake or donate a raffle
prize for any of these dates do, please, let me know.
Your help would be very much appreciated.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com
I sat down in a cafe, the waiter came and
asked for my order.
I replied,'I'd like a coffee, without cream
please'. He went away for a long time.
When he finally re-appeared, I asked,
'Where’s my coffee?'
He said, 'I'm sorry sir, we can't find any
cream. Could it be without milk instead?'

When those feet are
weary there will be the
enticement of
delicious bacon butties
together with a
refreshing cup of
coffee/tea to tempt the
tastebuds, followed by
turkey rolls with all the trimmings for lunch. What is
not to like! Please join us for what we hope will be
an enjoyable day.
I give below dates for the diary for 2022.
SCARNING COFFEE MORNINGS - 2022
Saturday 8th Jan
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Please note that this Coffee Morning has been
changed to the second Saturday of the month due to
the first Saturday being New Year’s Day.
Saturday 5th Feb
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 5th Mar
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 2nd Apr
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 7th May
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 4th Jun
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 2nd Jul
10.00 - 12.00 noon
27 Nov 2021
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Britain. In 1935 this subsidiary built a large plant at
Perivale, Greenford, Middlesex, although some of its
models continued to use Philadelphia-built chassis.

Philco 56 re-interpreted
his month I thought I would tell you a little about
one particular radio in my collection and how its
design has tickled the fancy of local craftsman, Carl
Preston, who has been mentioned in the last couple
of Scarning Beacons.

T

We visited Val and Carl’s garden shortly after the
Village Open Garden event in the summer and
having seen their bird boxes I asked if Carl would
make one for our garden. He thought that the most
appropriate would be one based upon one of my
many radios. He chose an image from my website
and here is his interpretation carved from solid
walnut and now mounted on one of our trees.

This American radio, made by Philco in
Philadelphia, caught my eye at a car boot sale nearly
forty years ago, though for many of those years it has
remained obstinately silent. Investigation of its
interior revealed that it had been modified to utilise
British rather than American valves presumably
because the latter were not readily available during
the 1940s when it needed repair. I later found out that
this style of cabinet was designed by Clyde Shuler
and the same basic design was used on Philco
models made from June 1932 through to December
1933. This was called the ‘Cathedral’ style, as
opposed to the boxier ones which were known as
‘Tombstone’ models.
These Philco ‘Cathedral’ style models are highly
desirable in the eyes of many collectors. Their classic
lines became wildly popular and were copied by
other manufacturers during the 1930s.
Philco began exporting many models to the UK in
the early 1930s; then a new subsidiary was formed –
Philco Radio & Television Corporation of Great

Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK

27 Nov 2021
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Cookery
Corner
Chocolate and Peanut Butter Fridge Bars

Beetroot Soup (I made half quantities)
1.5kg beetroot
2 medium sized onions
1 medium celeriac
1 medium sized
parsnip
6 peppercorns
3-5 bay leaves
Salt pepper and sugar
Citric acid or lemon
juice or decent vinegar

1. Peel veg and cut in chunks.

“They’re delicious!” Nora Reeve
Nutty base
150gms smooth peanut butter
70gms ground up nuts (whichever type you prefer)
30gms porridge oats
60mls maple syrup or golden syrup if you don’t have
any.
½ tsp vanilla extract
Chocolate topping

2. Beetroot should be sliced very thin.
I used my Magimix.
3. Put veg in a big pan and cover with cold water to
more or less 1.5 times the volume of the veg
4. Bring up to a simmer. Turn off and add a sprinkling
of citric acid or lemon juice etc. If you let it boil at
this stage it will go brown and you want to keep the
red colour.
5. Return to heat and cook for about half an hour.
Season to taste with salt pepper and sugar.
6. Serve the clear liquid with pierogi and garnished with
dill.

80gms dark chocolate
1tbsp peanut butter
1. Grease and line a sandwich cake tin (7 or 8 inch
in old currency)
2. Mix all the base ingredients together and transfer
to the tin, pressing down well.
3. Put topping ingredients in heatproof bowl over
simmering water until melted and mixed
together. It won’t take long, or you can do it in
the microwave a few seconds at a time on a low
setting
4. Spread onto the base and sprinkle with a little
flaky sea salt. Refrigerate for at least an hour
and then cut into pieces.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

7. You can add more water to the pan the next day and
boil again for more soup!!!
This is best accompanied with pierogi, which are like
little raviolis or similar Italian stuffed pasta.
This is a traditional Polish recipe, often eaten as the first
of twelve courses on Wigilia (Christmas Eve).
Please see Page 18 for more details.

Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

Your village
needs you!

f you have arachibutyrophobia, you're among
the small group of people that suffer from a
fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of their
mouths. This phobia is often connected to a fear
of choking or a fear of sticky textures, but it can
also be its own isolated fear.

We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of the Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858

27 Nov 2021
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PuZzLeR
Christmas Wordsearch
By Holly Steward (aged 9)

Chuckles
I’m dreaming of a white Christmas. But if
the white runs out, I’ll have red please.
Thinking of New Year already I have
decided that next year I’m not going to
drink anymore. I’m not going to drink any
less either.
“In wine there is wisdom; in beer there is
freedom; in water there is bacteria.”
- Benjamin Franklin
We were in a pub enjoying our first round
of drinks, and someone said, “Name any
Beach Boys song”.
I said, “I Get Around.” Cost me £40
My wife said she was going to relax with a
drink while I did the chores today.
I asked, “What chores?”
She replied, “A large glass of red please
and don't forget to clean the toilet.”

ADVENT
BAUBLES
CANDYCANE
CAROLS
CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS
FATHER CHRISTMAS
HOLLY
JESUS
MISTLETOE

MULLED WINE
NATIVITY
PRESENTS
RUDOLPH
SNOWMAN
STAR
STOCKING
TINSEL
TOYS
TREE

A baby can drink a bottle and then fall
asleep, and people will say it’s cute.
When I do the same, people say I’ve got a
bit of a problem.
To me, "drink responsibly" means don't spill
it.
“I never drink water because of the
disgusting things that fish do in it.”
- W.C. Fields
"Alcohol is not the answer." I said to my
mate.
But he insisted it was, and we lost the pub
quiz by one point.

Did you know?
"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star" may have led us
to believe that the massive celestial bodies in the
night sky are sparkling, but it turns out that the
flashing we see is merely a "space mirage." The
light that emanates from stars is steady and
constant, but Earth's atmosphere interferes with
what we witness, which is why they appear to
twinkle.
27 Nov 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info

27

Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond
George Freeman

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067
01953 600617

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes
Report power cut
Report water leak
Report gas leak

01362 696870
0344 800 8020
0800 3163105
0800 771881
0800 111999

Breckland Council
Norfolk County Council
UK Power Networks
Anglian Water
National Grid

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital

111
NHS Direct
01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis
Scarning Art Club
Scarning Bowls Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Sonia Lee
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Tricia Foreman
Linda Jones
Clare Jones
Mike Ward
Harry Geary

07827 972163
01362 687492
07795 807967
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 687082
01362 288742
07889 077396
01362 652 935
07747 601437

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council
Member of Parliament

-

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
PForeman4@Sky.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com
Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
-

www.ScarningPC.Info

A more comprehensive list of contacts can be found on the village website..

Village Events
Each Weds
Each Sun
Each Sun
Each Thurs

IB The Chippy
17.00-20.00
Free Tennis Sessions 10
.00-12.00
Church services
11.15
Scarning Art Club 09
.00-12.00

Defibrillator Locations
Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

Sat 4th
Coffee Morning
10.00-14.00
Sat 4th
Craft Fair
10
.00-14.00
Mon 13th
Parish Council
19
.30
Tues 14th Mobile Lib
rary
Weds 15th Carol Ser
vice
19.00
Fri 17th
Last Day of Term
Fri 17th
Dirty Donkey Dec Do 19
.30-22.30
Sun 19th
Christingle Service 16
.00
Fri 24th
Midnight Communion 23
.30
Full details of all even
ts are on Scarning.Info
website
Let us know

of an event which should
be here!

Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.
27 Nov 2021

That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for the next edition is the 15th of December.
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