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W

elcome to the July edition of your monthly
community newsletter.

We may be still in lockdown, but things are
starting to happen again. Particularly with events
taking place outdoors such as the
Open Gardens Day on Sunday June 27th when
eight different gardens are thrown open to
visitors, all for the single price of £5. The day is
topped off with a summer barbecue courtesy of
Roger & Yvonne Long. All proceeds from the
whole day go towards Scarning Church. There
are also plants and prints for sale at 6 Hall
Cottages. Full details are on page 13.
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One of the gardens being opened is Old Sarum,
and the fascinating story of the house and its links
with Scarning School are on page 23.
Following a very successful exhibition in
Bawdeswell last month, Scarning Art Club are
holding another exhibition which is also in one of
the Open Gardens on June 27th - details on page 9.
Scarning Bowls Club are in the middle of a very
busy season, often with two league matches each
week. They welcome spectators to their games, or
if you would like to try the sport yourself, they
have weekly “Roll ups” on Wednesday
afternoons. See page 16 for more details.
Not many of us own or ride horses but we often
see them on our travels around the county. Behind
The Bit on page 7 explains why horse riders do
what they do, and the essential safety measures
we all need to take when we encounter them on a
road.
If travelling on foot is more your thing, the
Beacon Abroad article on page 24 continues the
fascinating story of one man’s epic trek along the
Camino de Santiago through France to Portugal.

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The Scarning Beacon is supported by Scarning Parish Council.
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Scarning Info
carning has had a village website for over 12 years
and it has always carried a wealth of useful
information about our village.

S

It has now had a major revamp, partly to reflect the
look and style of the Scarning Beacon newsletter, but
also to add new exciting features.
The Home page now includes up-to-date news and
information from Scarning, and also the BBC UK
news. There is even the local weather forecast and the
most recent Instagram photo.
The upcoming Events panel shows brief details of
what’s happening in our village in the next few days.
You can view full details of all the upcoming events
on the main Village Events page, which has times,
locations & contact details - very handy when you
want to find out about last minute changes to the
Street Food! It also includes events from Scarning
School and the Bowls Club fixtures.You can also
request for events to be added to the village calendar.
Not sure if it’s the green or black bin to put out? - just
check the Events!

regular pages from the Beacon will be archived,
including the Cookery Corner recipes, Richards
Radios, Scarning Scenes, Through The Garden Gate
and much more.
.
There is also the usual Contacts & Links section
which has a vast array of useful links to other
websites and local businesses.
As lockdown is gradually eased, more and more
events and activities will start to take place within
Scarning again, so your village website is the place to
visit to ensure you’re not missing out.
Scarning.Info does what it says on the tin - it’s a
website for information about Scarning, but it’s also a
permanent work-in-progress. There will constantly be
more information added, with regular news and
events added along with other updates. So, please let
us know of anything that could be added or changed,
particularly of village events, plus any errors or
inaccuracies.
Mail@Scarning.Info

www.Scarning.Info

longside the revamped Scarning Info website,
there is also an Instagram page, and a Facebook
group - both called Scarning Community, plus the
increasingly popular Nextdoor network.

A

All three platforms are for all of the residents of
Scarning - as an ideal way to share ideas, tips and
news on life in our lovely village with your friends
and neighbours.
There are separate pages for many of the major
organisations within the village and also the various
clubs and activities which take place, from allotments
to walks & cycleways and wildlife.
There is a live feed from Scarning School’s Twitter
account, so you can see what the children (and
teachers!) have been up to…
The rich and varied history of Scarning is also
reflected in the various History sections, which will be
a growing resource of fascinating information from
the past.

F
Please look these up and follow/join them, as this is
where any changes in Scarning events and news will
be published in between these monthly newsletters.

There is a Scrapbook section where some of the

If you find that a month is too long to go for your fix
of Scarning news, then Scarning Community,
Nextdoor and of course Scarning Info, are definitely
the places to visit!

22 Jun 2021
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Advertising
100% of all advertising fees in
the Scarning Beacon will be
donated to local charities.
(See the A2C article on Page 11)
So, if you are a local business,
you really should place an advert
- not only will you be reaching
your customers, but you’ll also
be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

22 Jun 2021
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carning
SParish
Council
ell the Parish Council meeting held last
W
month on the 21st June, was memorable.
We as a Council had not met face to face since

May 2020, all be it we had still conducted
meetings but this had been by way of Zoom (I
am sure we are all aware of that medium since
covid restrictions). It was really great to meet
my fellow councillors who have done so much
in the last year to ensure that the Scarning
Community has benefited as much as possible
from the decisions made at the Council
meetings. The meeting was lively and
invigorating.
The first agenda for the meeting was the CoOption of two new Councillors. There were
actually three applicants all of which were
extremely qualified and worthy of a place to
represent you. May I welcome and introduce to
you Cathy Geary and Tina Mallard your new
Councillors and I am sure their photographs will
appear on the Parish website in due course.
Previously the Council had requested that
Breckland Council consider an extension of the
existing speed limit on Fen Lane to be granted,
unfortunately this was rejected.
As mentioned on social media the Parish
Council is currently progressing an application
for a Speed Watch group to survey Scarning as a
whole, if you would like to be involved please
do contact the Clerk who will provide you with
details and we hope that this initiative will be up
and running shortly.
Scarning Village is to have a new bus shelter
erected near the Village Hall and I am delighted
to say that Breckland Council have agreed that a
Table Tennis Table may be installed on the
Water Meadows (time to get your bat and ball
out!!)
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on the
19th July, if you would like to come along
please do let the Clerk know as covid
restrictions will not be lifted until after that date,
but we would be delighted to welcome you
within the restrictions of the Village Hall or the
Church, and alternatively if you have any issues,
suggestions or comments which you would like
us to consider please do contact the Clerk and let
him know.

The Garden
A rainbow in our garden,
A petal carpet for all to see.
Blues, reds, yellows and so much more.
Bright flowers in a tapestry.
So finely cut and tended,
A lawn of emerald green.
Long straight borders trimmed to the edge.
A garden fit for a queen.
Lavender bushes so fragrant and mauve.
Red roses straddle the fence.
A purple clematis rides piggy back.
There's a heady mixture of scents.
Creeping ivy and ground elder,
Moving unseen through the earth
Try to strangle the plants at their roots
And begin to invade the turf.
Poppies spring up everywhere,
Self-seeded from the previous year.
Bright pinks and reds adorn the beds.
A riot of colour here.
In the corner of the garden
Stands a summer house of thyme green,
Provides a shelter in case of rain
And adds to the pleasant scene.
Snails in for bed and breakfast.
Hostas provide the food.
Herb ladders sit there full to the brim,
Providing a garnish so good.
After a summer shower
The buddleia hangs its head.
Red Admirals stretch their wings in the sun
Awaiting their turn to be fed.
Nature's life giving gift of water
In the form of rain from above,
Collect in vessels, taking their fill
Of this great gift of love.
So much work is needed
To make our garden a hit.
Which keeps our corner looking this way
And allows us to enjoy it.
Frank Foreman
01362 687082
fforeman4@sky.com

Fiona Bradford - Chair
fmbradford@gmail.com
22 Jun 2021
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However that leaves a small mystery. The other
photograph showing a building with ‘Scarning Post
Office’ on the sign appears to be one of the cottages
on the other side of the road from the trailer garage,
at the top of Chapel Lane. You can see it on the
photograph taken from further off.

id you know that Scarning used to have a Post
D
Office? Several people I have spoken to
remember it being in the village shop, which was run
by Mrs Boddy. It was situated on the forecourt of
what is now the trailer garage, at the top of
Shipdham Road, though the building has long since
been demolished. There was also a well and pump
there somewhere, on the corner. This would have
been in the late 1940’s or possibly very early 1950’s.
Following the closure of the shop the Post Office
moved to a new location in Arch Terrace, as you can
see in the photograph below.

It was run by Mrs. Gilham [this may not be the right
spelling] and I believe there are still members of the
family in the area. When that closed there was no
more Post Office and you had to go to Wendling or
Dereham, though for a number of years there was a
shop and cafe in a building on the garage premises,
between the chalet-bungalow, Vitellie, and the garage
building. This was run by the proprietor of the
garage, whose name was Mr Bryan.
22 Jun 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

I assume that this was the original location of the
Post Office and that at some point before the mid1940’s it moved across the road into the village shop.
However no one has been able to verify this for me.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Food
VANS

The
Dirty
Donkey

une has been a quiet month for visiting food vans,
Jcounty's
and I'm sure they are busy elsewhere in the
campsites and coastal towns.
We have continued to play
host to IB the Chippy each
Wednesday, and hopefully
this will carry on. I'm sure
we can all manage some fish
and chips as a change from
the obligatory summer BBQ.
All the vans which have been
coming to Scarning since November have been
giving a donation to the village. As many of you will
know, the garage is owned by the Long family, and
we're very grateful to them for letting them use the
forecourt. Roger Long has passed all of the donations
from the vans to the church, and during 2021 alone,
this has accumulated £420.00.
The vans which have been using the playing field
have been less in number, and their donations have
been kept by the playing field as valuable income. In
2021 alone, this has totalled £150.00.
So not only are we all able to fill our tums, we are
also helping our village too....win win.
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com

22 Jun 2021
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Pub
Quiz

Click here to go to the answers on Page 13
With thoughts turning to BBQs and the sound of
church bells returning, I thought we would have a
themed quiz this time – on food, drink and bells!
1. Mrs Gray from Cornwall produces Yarg
cheese. What is used to wrap the cheese?
2. In which river will you find Eel Pie Island?
3. What is the name of the fairy in Peter Pan?
4. To within 2000 kg what is the weight of Great
Paul, the UK’s largest bell which hangs in St
Paul’s Cathedral?
5. Which town in Leicestershire is famous for its
pork pies?
6. What is the traditional home of Grappa
brandy?
7. Which cake shares its name with a character
from the Goon Show?
8. What is the key ingredient of taramasalata?
9. If you order eggs florentine, which vegetable
will accompany the eggs?
10. In relation to ale, for what do the initials SG
stand?
11. Which town in the East Midlands has the
world’s largest bell foundry?
12. In the nursery rhyme, which bells asked when
the debt would be paid?
13. Who wrote the novel “Cakes and Ale”?
14. For what is a mandolin used in the kitchen?
15. In which county is Cooper’s Hill, the scene of
a traditional cheese rolling event?
16. What were the forenames of Mr Bell from
Edinburgh who helped to develop the
telephone?
17. These robust perennial plants with blue, pink
or white flowers and a hairy stalk are named
after an English city.
18. In which country did Jarlsberg cheese
originate?
19. What was the real name of the siblings who
called themselves Currer, Ellis and Acton
Bell?
20. What were the only things that the little nut
tree would bear?
www.Scarning.Info
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Behind
The Bit

Why Do Horses Spook?
Whilst riding our horse, we are fully aware (or if not,
we should be) of things around us, that may startle
our horse.
For example:

Horses, Danger and Spooking

That person digging their flower bed may suddenly
pop their head up from behind the hedge.

lot of people think horses are dangerous. After
A
all, you have at least half a ton of animal which
can bite one end and kick with the other!! I would

That loose plastic bag hanging in the hedge, might
flap, and get loose, and chase us down the street

like to think the majority of horses don’t do that, but
some do, and most will if they feel the situation
warrants it.

A gas gun bird scarer may go off in that field
That cyclist coming up from behind may suddenly
pass us without warning.
That car passing us is towing a very rattly trailer.
And so the list can go on…..
So, this is why:
We may ask you to slow down, as we can see or hear
something you cannot in your car.
We ask that cars, lorries, buses etc, pass really
slowly, and wide (2metres, no more than 15mph).
We ask cyclists (who are extremely vulnerable) to
call out when behind, so we know they are there, and
can advise them if it is safe for them to pass. There is
a video of a horse being startled by a bike and it
lashed out and kicked the man off his bike.
We ask people with their dogs not to hide behind a
hedge, but to stand out in the open.
I personally believe every rider should always try to
keep themselves, their horse and people around it
safe.

As owners we should train our horses to behave, not
to bite, not to kick. Again, we have to realise we are
dealing with an animal with a brain, who (some more
than others) have their OWN opinion! Biting and
kicking is their means of keeping safe, and we have
to accept this, if we choose to make them feel
unsafe! As owners we try our very best to ensure
they always feel safe so that they have no need for
this behaviour.

Sandra Owen
07833 636250
sandmead@gmail.com

Many people (including some riders) do not realise
just how trusting horses are by letting us onto their
back. Humans prey on horses and so it is remarkable
that they trust us to ride them and take them to places
where, given the choice, they would not go.
22 Jun 2021
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Scarnin
g
Tennis
hat a change since I wrote last month. The
weather on some occasions has almost been too
hot to play....and I wasn't saying that in May! We've
had some really good sessions, numbers are steadily
growing, and sometimes we have used the table
tennis as well.

W
hat a wonderful summer term we’ve had! The
children have enjoyed spending time in the
garden and making the most of the sunshine. We
have had lots of fun, especially on our ‘Water Days’
where we’ve had plenty of water play opportunities
and paddling pools for the children to splash about
in. The children have been keen to help look after
our planting areas and have been busy growing fruit
and vegetables such as strawberries, tomatoes,
potatoes and beans. We had a kind donation of some
sunflowers which we look forward to seeing flower
in the coming weeks.

W

As our attention turned to the garden we decided it
was a good time to undertake some maintenance of
our fences and summerhouse. We had a team of
wonderful volunteers made up of families, staff and
community helpers who gave up a sunny Saturday,
armed with paintbrushes to help us make a start on
this rather big task. They did a great job!

If you feel like coming along for a friendly game and
to meet other players, our community sessions are
Thursdays 6-8pm, and Sundays 10-12am. It’s
absolutely free and we all love a bargain! Remember
all children must be accompanied by an adult.
Otherwise, if you'd prefer to hire a court, contact
Pam and Richard Cole 07375 077807 and this is just
£5/court/hour. Another bargain!

As the academic year comes to an end, we are
reflecting on the changes and adaptations we’ve had
to make due to the pandemic, and the ups and downs
that have followed. We are finishing the year feeling
very proud of all our children and what they have
achieved under the circumstances. We wish all our
leavers good luck as they get ready to make the move
to starting school. We look forward to welcoming
back many of our existing children in September and
also some new faces. We wish all our families a very
fun and safe summer holidays!

Clare Jones
07889 077396
ScarningTennis@Gmail.Com

Emma Dawson
Deputy Manager
01362 699360
office@scarningpreschool.co.uk
22 Jun 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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all pictures will be for sale so why not come and
have a look and say hello. See Page 13 for more
details. You never know it may inspire the artist in
you and we are always looking for new members.
We were also hoping to be exhibiting at St. Nicholas
Church in Dereham as part of the Withburga
Weekend on 9th and 10th July, but this event has sadly
been cancelled due to the current Covid situation.
carning Art Club successfully held their annual
Art Exhibition at Bawdeswell Garden Centre
over the Bank Holiday weekend from 29th to 31st
May.

S

105 pictures were put on display and a total of 20
were sold. In addition some members of the public
asked if our artists would be prepared to do
commissions and negotiations are in progress as I
write.

Hopefully we will be starting our regular Thursday
morning meetings from 24th June (subject to Covid19 restrictions) but unfortunately Scarning Village
Hall is unavailable so we will be meeting at Swanton
Morley Village Hall until further notice.
Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.
2
3

William Holman Hunt
Sir Edwin Landseer
Angel of the North.

Quiz for this month:
1
2
3

Who painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel?
What was his surname?
Who designed the Glasgow School of Art?

Answers in next month’s issue.
Mike 01362 652935
Jacquie 01362 697783
mike@mdeward.co.uk
The consensus by the public was that the standard of
paintings displayed was very high and a number of
compliments were made.
The exhibition also inspired some and we have a
potential of attracting two new members who
expressed an interest in joining the Club.
Our next exhibition is taking place at Park Farm,
Park Lane, Scarning NR19 2LD on 27th June as part
of the Scarning Gardens Open Day and once again

22 Jun 2021
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A2C
Advertising

To

Arts & Crafts

Charity

he charity with the most votes during May was
T
The Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability, so thank
you to everyone who emailed in their preference.
Here is the choice for this month, so please continue
to send in your nominations to
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Dereham Cancer Care
This volunteer run centre is based at Cowper Road in
Dereham and provides information and support for
anyone whose life has been touched by cancer. This
could be learning about equipment available to
improve day to day living, or setting up some
counselling or therapies. There is also opportunity
for a respite break following surgery or treatment.
The centre gives people a place to meet others and
build a support network, vital for those with cancer
and their carers.
Papyrus UK
Papyrus is the national charity dedicated to the
prevention of young suicide. Suicide is the biggest
killer of under 35's in the UK, and every year many
thousands more attempt or contemplate suicide, harm
themselves or suffer alone, afraid to speak openly
about how they are feeling. Papyrus aims to provide
confidential support and advice to young people
struggling with thoughts of suicide, and anyone
worried about a young person through their helpline,
HOPELINEUK (0800 068 4141) They also deliver
training programmes to healthcare professionals and
school staff.
East Anglia Air Ambulance
Yes, we've all seen the yellow helicopter, and
wondered whereabouts it was heading. Well this is a
charity which provides a helicopter emergency
medical service for all the people of East Anglia. It
flies with a crew of specialist pre-hospital doctors
and critical care paramedics, and flies patients to the
most appropriate hospital for their needs. Did you
know they were the first air ambulance in the country
to attend incidents in the hours of darkness to
unknown and unlit sites?
If you have a charity which is close to your heart,
and would like this to be included in future months,
then please let us know about it.
And don't forget to vote...!
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
22 Jun 2021
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Vintage Saw

H

ere's some artwork I've done recently. It's been
very simple to create, I hope you like it....ouch.

I started by cleaning up an old saw which must have
been laying around for years, just a quick rub down
was all that was needed to remove all the old rust
which had accumulated. Then I lightly oiled it before
painting it using some acrylic paints and pens.
Finally, I sealed it all with two layers of matt acrylic
varnish. Easy.
Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

ereham
Community
Crafters are planning
to ‘yarnbomb’ the
town centre for an
event called
Celebrating Dereham.

D

Because of the
opening of the
Ellenor Fenn Garden,
the knitted and
crocheted caterpillars
will create a trail from the library along High Street
and into Wright’s Walk, up Norwich Street and from
Nelson’s Place into Chapel Walk.
Dereham Community Crafters is a thriving group
that has continued to be very active through the
lockdown. Their energy and creativity will certainly
bring a colourful splash into the town centre this
summer.
If you would like to help the team to suspend the
decorations from buildings and lamp-posts, contact
Judy at derehamcommunitycrafters@mail.com
www.Scarning.Info
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Through The
Garden Gate
seem to have a problem
Ido!!don't
deciding which I would rather
Off into the garden of
course, where I am needed
most.
July comes with constant
attention needed to make sure
our borders stay in pristine
order. It can be difficult when
we have temperatures in the late
20’s and heavy rain, as we did during June. This is
where earlier preparation of splitting plants and
making sure all are supported comes into fruition.
Cut back spent alliums hard if you wish to plant the
area with summer flowers. Leaving them for a
winter show provides an eye catching spherical
display or as a dried cut flower which you can spray
for later use.
Dead heading always spruces the garden and allows
your plants to keep producing those lovely blooms.
Cut your dead heads nearest a bud or leaf.
If you keep dead heading flowers like heleniums and
rudbeckia, this will help to produce side shoots
giving more flowers.
Your lillies will be
about to burst,
providing lots of
heady scent for those
balmy evenings.
Also, night scented
stocks are so
bewitching with their
scent too. Place them
in an area where you
sit and relax with
that G & T. What
more could you ask
for? (A waiter
maybe!). Lilly Beetle
is something to have
been watching out
for - bright red and cannot be missed. If you don’t
deal with them they will decimate your lily.

is not done the disease will almost certainly occur
every year.
Yellowing leaves are sometimes connected to your
plant being stressed, maybe through temperature
levels. Cutting Alchemilla Mollis and catmint back
will give you a second flush later on in the season.
I’m not a vegetable grower, that’s Hubby’s
department. But I do know that pinching out side
shoots earlier on from your tomatoes will lead to
healthier and more productive plants. Our
greenhouse has some good looking tomatoes. We
plant marigolds in between the tomato plants to help
to keep pests away.
Also during hot spells, wet your greenhouse floor.
This helps to lower the greenhouse temperature.
Whitening the windows will help reduce the
temperature too and screen your plants to stop them
burning.
Penstemon, salvia and hydrangea are ready to put on
a show. Agapanthus are reaching heights waiting for
the blooms to open up. I have many agapanthus in
pots and have this year planted some in my border.
So we will see if they flourish next year.
I've grown an unusual lily this year, in a pot, in my
greenhouse. Sprekelia Lily is elegant, with five
bright red, curvaceous petals and very long red
stamens. It is part of the amaryllis family.
Hostas are about to produce their flowers too, in
lilacs and whites. Those pesky slugs after all the rain
will definitely enjoy a leaf or two. Apparently, they
do prefer the tender leaves rather than the toughened
varieties. There are so many varieties and I do have
a selection around my pond and in pots.
Sweet peas will be in profusion now, so keep cutting
the blooms to encourage more. They also need lots of
water, so water well daily if you can.
Topiary, if you have any, needs a clipping now to
help keep its shape. Make sure your shears have been
sharpened to give a clean cut.
Take time to sit, listen and enjoy your garden. After
all the hard work you put into it take the time to reap
your rewards. I like to watch the various birds that
visit us. The babies are growing and the parents are
busy feeding them on demand as they rummage in
the borders and trees, appearing with beaks full of
protein.
Enjoy your gardens, but do keep weeding.

With warmer weather and dryness in the garden,
often causes disease. Yellowing leaves and
Blackspot are common ailments on roses. Cut these
off and make sure to collect any off the floor. If this

Corinne Steward
07881 691899
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com

22 Jun 2021
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Librar y

Got Someþing
To Say?
Do you have an interesting hobby,
or do an unusual job?

t's been a while since we've had consecutive
months of the mobile library coming to our village,
and hopefully it's here to continue with our two
stops. 29th June is our next visit, so if you're on the
ball, you may read this in time. If not, it'll be 27th
July, and as usual the stops are Mayfair - 10.2510.40, and School Plain 16.35-17.05.

I

If you don't have a library card
but wish to use this free service
(and why wouldn't you?), all you
need to take along is a form of ID
and something to prove your
address. There may be a brief
form to fill in, but the lady
onboard will help with that. Then
you can be issued a library card.
The library gives such a good service.....you can
borrow multiple books at a time without ever having
to buy one, it's all free. They give access to music
and movies, and at Dereham you can use their
computers too. If you want something specific, it can
be ordered in advance, and the mobile van will bring
it out when they come.
So please make use of this valuable service, there
really is something for everyone.

Are you a keen photographer, or an artist?
Do you write poems or short stories?
Are you a member of a local club
or organisation?
Do you have some amusing anecdotes
or tall-tales to tell?
Do you have the knowledge to set a pub-quiz?
If so, we’d love for you to send us your
contributions - ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
The Scarning Beacon is your village newsletter,
and without your contributions it would be
nothing.

The
Dirty
Donkey

Pub
Quiz
Click here to go to the
questions on Page 6

he Mid-Norfolk Girls Cricket
Hub is run as a joint venture
between Bradenham Cricket Club
and Mattishall Cricket Club, to
try and encourage more girls into
the sport. They are running girlsonly coaching sessions during
June & July.

T

For more information, contact –
jo.ticehurst@norfolkcricket.co.uk

1. Nettles
2. The Thames
3. Tinkerbell
4. 17,001 kgs
5. Melton Mowbray
6. Italy
7. Eccles
8. Fish roe
9. Spinach
10. Specific gravity
11. Loughborough
12. Old Bailey
13. Somerset Maugham
14. Slicing vegetables
15. Gloucestershire
16. Alexander Graham
17. Canterbury bells
18. Norway
19. Charlotte, Emily and Anne Brontë. The
sisters felt that they had more chance of being
published under male names.
20. A silver nutmeg and a golden pear

22 Jun 2021
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These sessions are delivered by ECB Level 2
coaches, who are DBS and first aid qualified. The
sessions cost £2 each and the remaining dates are
listed below –
Bradenham – Thursdays at 17.30
July 8th and July 22nd.
Mattishall – Mondays at 18.00
June 28th, July 12th and July
26th.

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

think the plan is to try to get this issue of The
Beacon out in time for the Scarning Open Gardens
on Sunday 27th and I hope that you will come along
and enjoy the day. There are some beautiful gardens
to see and the recent fine weather followed by some
rain should mean that everything will be at its best.
Please note that Alf Webdale will have a Plants and
Preserves stall outside No. 6 Hall Cottages [opposite
the church].

I

Years ago there was always a Holy Communion
service at 8 o’clock at Scarning, with the main
service later in the morning, but it is many years
since that ceased. At Dereham there is an 8 o’clock
service, followed by the main service at 09.30. The
timing of this is deliberate as it allows the rector to
take services at 08.00 and 09.30 at Dereham and then
at one of the other churches in the group, such as
Scarning, at 11.15. It doubtless makes for a hectic
morning but it’s perfectly possible.
After months of behaving itself impeccably the
church clock stopped the other day for no obvious
reason. Not only that but it seemed reluctant to start
again, though it eventually did. For some reason the
chimes were also out of sync with the clock
mechanism. It all seems to have settled down again
now. The clock, though over 100 years old, is robust
and generally reliable, though it can sometimes be a
bit capricious in its timekeeping. It was converted to
motorised winding some years ago so normally
needs little attention on a week-to-week basis.
Finally a reminder that our services are at 11.15 on a
Sunday, apart from 27th June, and that all are
welcome. Don’t forget also that the church is open
daily between 09.30 and 15.30 for prayer, quiet
contemplation, a bit of peace and quiet or if you just
want to have a look round.
Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

Coffee Morning
The Village Hall trustees have kindly offered to
make the toilets in the hall available for the day so if
you plan to visit all the gardens you may want to
include that in your itinerary. All proceeds from the
day will go towards church fundraising.
With the Gardens Day in mind we have changed the
service time for Sunday 27th and instead of Holy
Communion at 11.15 there will be a simple prayer
service at 08.00, which will allow plenty of time for
those whose gardens are open to get home and be
ready for the start at 10.00.
22 Jun 2021
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egrettably, as we are all still in the hands of the
Government, Coffee Mornings continue to
remain on hold but, hopefully, once we move to
Step-4 of the roadmap - expected 19th July - we
will have a better idea of the way forward.

R

A reminder that there is a selection of books/DVDs
in the Church, together with an honesty box for
anyone who is interested - all proceeds to Scarning
Church.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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B wls Club

largest defeat, (score wise) of the season so far,
losing a total of ten points in the Elmham League
04/6 Swanton Angel (home) - I could report that rain
stopped play, however a more accurate description
would be that rain didn’t allow play to start, as it was
a little persistent on the Friday of the match. This
fixture has been rearranged for end of August.

ince last month’s report we’ve played a number
of matches both in the Elmham League and the
Dereham and District League. Our fortunes have
been mixed but we continue to battle on, enjoying
both the game and the companionship that you find
within the bowls community, renewing old
acquaintances and making new friends.

08/6 Fakenham (home) - Another heavy defeat,
(eight point loss) for us and although everyone put in
a great effort, Fakenham were just too strong for us
on this occasion. Ironically these are our first round
opponents in the upcoming Elmham knock-out cup,
so hopefully we can redress the balance when we
meet them in this competition, and of course, there’s
always the away match later in the July

On balance, weather conditions have significantly
improved which always makes for a pleasant
evening’s bowling.

Onwards and upwards as we look forward to the
forthcoming matches.

S

Matches played have been:
18/5 Aldiss Park
(away) - Whilst we
won two rinks to one,
the points went in
favour of Aldiss Park
who gained the
bigger shot score by
beating us by just one
shot. A close fought
match meaning we
gained four points but
Aldiss Park picked up
the winning game
points which totalled
six.
20/5 Whinburgh
(home) - Our first
match in the Dereham & District League that
unfortunately we lost by seven shots, losing two
rinks to one, but at least securing two points
25/5 Tittleshall (home) - A significant change in
fortunes as we won this match quite convincingly
and gaining a maximum score of eight points in the
Dereham League

Finally, we’ve entered two teams into the Hospital
Cup, which is a local competition of triples,
consisting of three
players, playing three
bowls each. One
team has progressed
through to the next
round, having beaten,
by one shot, a very
competitive team
from Bawdeswell,
and even that was
after an extra end.
The second group of
players were
unfortunately
knocked out in the
first round after a
very spirited display.
Thanks to all those that have played and supported
the various games throughout the past few weeks, be
it Scarning players, our friendly opposition and even
the odd spectator.

27/5 Broom Green (away) - A tough game, which
ended up with us being on the losing side. One rink
out of the three won, although this was a close fought
rink and was decided on the final end, which did
enable us to gain a valuable two points in the league

Don’t forget, Wednesday afternoons, around 2:00pm
can usually find us on the green having a friendly
practice and get together, weather permitting of
course. Feel free to come along and give it a go. No
equipment required, just a pair of flat shoes, if you
have them. We’ll provide the bowls and a bit of
tuition, if you’re a novice or should you need it.
We’re a friendly bunch and we really do look
forward to seeing you there.

01/6 Shipdham (away) - For this contest, our
fortunes swung in the opposite direction after our
game against Tittleshall, when we suffered our

Harry Geary
07747 601437
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

ollowing on from my article last month on
F
recycling for Hallswood Animal Sanctuary, here
is a chart of items which can be collected and
recycled. Please visit the Hallswood website for full
details, as there are some very specific requirements.
For every piece of rubbish sent for recycling,
avoiding landfill, money is raised for Hallswood
Animal Sanctuary - Win win!
Please, as with everything, keep it separate in a bag
to help us sort.
Useful links:
Website: www.terracycle.com
Full list: https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/brigades
Website: www.hallswood.co.uk
Email: recycleforhallswood@yahoo.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com
Laura Steward

Recycle ONLY these SPECIFIC items
Raise money and support Hallswood Animal Sanctuary
Please ensure that ALL recycling is thoroughly cleaned, dried and sorted into the separate categories listed below.
Crisp Packets

Pet Food Pouches

(inc. ANY BRAND, recycled FLAT; NOT
scrunched, tied, etc.)

(inc. ANY BRAND, wet and dry food pouches
and packaging)

Baby Food Pouches

Cleaning Products

(inc. caps, snack
packets, kids
yogurt pouches)

Confectionery

(inc. plastic air freshener
containers, exible wipe packets,
plastic tubs, laundry capsule/
pods packaging, tinted fabric
conditioner bottles/caps,
EXCLUDING rigid bottles or
trigger tops)

Dental
(inc. ONLY toothpaste tubes/
caps, toothbrushes, electric
and battery brush heads,
toothpaste cartons,
toothbrush outer packaging,
EXCLUDING toothpaste
pumps)

(inc. ANY BRAND,
chocolate and sweet
pouches, multipack
outer packaging, bar
wrappers)

Kinder

Bread Bags

(ONLY this BRAND - foil wrapper, yellow egg
that holds toy, exible wrapper)

(ONLY ‘stretchy’ bread bags, made from LDPE
plastic)

Nuts, Pretzels & Popcorn
Packets
(inc. ANY
BRAND, recycled
FLAT; not
scrunched, tied,
etc.)

Dishwasher/Carpet Products
(inc. exible dishwashing
tablet packaging, outer plastic
sleeve, foil inside, exible salt
bags, stain remover powder
packaging for carpet/
upholstery, surface cleanser
re ll pouches)

Cheese Packets
(inc. ANY BRAND
exible, plastic wrappers,
EXCLUDING plastic trays
of individual cheese
slices, wax and foil
packaging, squeezy tubes
and netting)

Writing Equipment

Biscuit Wrappers
(inc. ANY BRAND,
sweet and savoury,
mini cheddar packets,
rice cakes, cake bars,
biscuits)

Beauty and Personal Care
Products
(inc. packaging of any
brands, face wipe packaging,
caps, pumps, trigger sprays,
plastic pots, exible tubes,
roll on deodorants)

Pringles
(ONLY this BRAND inc. crisp tube, lid and
seal)

Ring Carriers
(inc. plastic ring carriers from cans, drinks, etc.)

(inc. ANY writing
equipment,
EXCLUDING wooden
pencils/crayons)

Pill Packets
(inc. blister pill packets, foil tops, etc.)

Contact: Ashley Hobson 07515904617 | ashleyhobson54@gmail.com Susan Simpson 07776210347 | susansimpson99@yahoo.com

fl

fl

fl

fl

fl

fi

fl

Please visit www.hallswood.co.uk or our Facebook ‘Recycle for Hallswood Animal Sanctuary’ for more information
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Walthamstow
What’s In A Name?
s part of an ongoing series, we are investigating
the names behind some of our roads and streets
in Scarning. Last time we looked at Ted Ellis Walk.
This time, we’ll look at Miller Close (off Allwood
Avenue). This is named after one of the former
headmasters at Scarning School, George Miller.
There was a piece about his football refereeing career
in last month’s Beacon.

A

George Miller took charge of the school in 1901. He
threw himself into village life, becoming a member
of the Manor House Golf Club – near Manor Farm
Riding School – as well as the Scarning Cricket
Club. He was Secretary of the Village Hall and an
Overseer of the Poor, helping to distribute food and
heating materials to those most in need.
Having previously been Captain of the Norfolk
County football team, he became a distinguished
referee and had the distinction of refereeing several
international matches on the continent.
At the school, he introduced a school magazine and
encouraged the children to learn about gardening
(see the photograph below.) He and his wife also
held evening classes in the Village Hall, teaching
such subjects as arithmetic, commercial
correspondence and practical cookery.

The Hall had opened in June 1902. Three years later,
after a visit to Scarning, the Empire author (and
composer of the poem If) Rudyard Kipling donated
forty books to its library.
At the start of the First World War, when his former
pupils were enlisting, Miller tried to enlist, but was
considered too old. He was finally called up in June
1918, becoming an officer in the Artists Rifles.
When the war ended five months later, he was
22 Jun 2021
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retained in the forces, becoming education officer to
the Fifth Army at its headquarters in Lille. He did not
return to Scarning until March 1919. Soon after, he
suffered a breakdown in his health.
Miller remained in charge of the school until 1930,
when, still suffering from poor health, he stepped
down as headmaster. He died 4 December 1931. He
was fifty seven. You can read more about this
fascinating man on the village website www.Scarning.Info.
•

Next time, we will be looking at Draytonhall
Lane.

Nick Hartley
01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

Litter

k
c
i
P

ove Norfolk Hate Litter boosts
campaign for Great British Spring
Clean.

L

To tie in with the national Great
British Spring Clean, there’s good news for litter
pickers as the county council announced that it is
now able to accept litter at any of Norfolk’s
recycling centres. Anyone who has picked a small
amount of litter in the county can now bring up to
three bags of the waste to a recycling centre for
disposal. People looking to organise a group litter
pick are still urged to contact their district council
who can help provide bags, grabbers and arrange for
collection of the waste collected.
To ensure as much litter as possible can be recycled
people are asked to fill in a short online form before
they take any litter along to a recycling centre for
disposal. This will help give prospective pickers
useful information, including on separating cans and
glass for recycling, and on hazardous items that
cannot be accepted at recycling centres such as gas
canisters, liquid waste and dog and other animal
waste. As with all household waste it will be free to
leave picked litter at the recycling centre. The litter
will need to be bagged, with cans and glass separated
for recycling, and come from public land such as
roadsides and pavements.
If people find large items that have been fly-tipped
they are asked to leave it in situ and report it to their
local district, borough or city council. You can find
out more on the Love Norfolk Hate Litter webpage.
www.Scarning.Info
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This National Panasonic had long, medium, short
and FM (VHF) wavebands and could be battery or
mains powered. This is an interesting radio as it has
a small LED indicator on the tuning pointer which
glows when the radio is correctly tuned. It
incorporates eight transistors and one integrated
circuit. This Japanese radio stays in our bathroom
and is used almost daily.
Radio sets of the 1970s
he 1970s was a time of strikes by postal workers,
miners and dustmen. It was the decade in which
Britain went decimal and joined the European Union.
It was the time of rising inflation due to increasing
oil prices which tripled in the 1970s. This was also
the era of Abba, flares, Rubik’s cube, the Ford
Cortina, Raleigh Chopper bikes and the cassette
recorder.

T

Although the cassette recorder had been invented in
1962 it took several years for it to be capable of the
reproduction quality of reel-to-reel recorders. The
youth of the 70s could now record Top of The Pops
directly from the radio with one of many such
combined radio cassette players of this period. This
Japanese Hitachi radio cassette with medium and
FM(VHF) wavebands and battery/mains operation is
a typical example.

The era of the valve radio ended in the 1960s and by
the mid 70s all-transistor television sets were
available but valves continued to be used in public
address amplifiers and in equipment for hi-fi
enthusiasts. Integrated circuits were slowly being
introduced. Radios of this period took on a more
functional and technical appearance as illustrated in
these examples.

To take advantage of the high quality stereo
broadcasting, which had been available for some
time, good quality loudspeakers were required so the
radio became a separate item as it was back in the
1930s but this time with two speakers. The Bang and
The Murphy 'Overlander' was designed to give
world wide listening as well as reception of BBC
broadcasts. It has a fine tuner to home exactly onto
shortwave stations. Unusually for a portable radio
it has separate bass and treble tone controls.

Olufsen design icon Beomaster 1200 was one of the
first of this concept. This was purchased by my
brother in law in 1971 together with loudspeakers
and a record deck.
Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK
22 Jun 2021
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SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
his is an item that I didn’t want to have to write,
though like everyone else we knew what the
possibilities were. I hoped to be able to say that by
the time you read this we will have returned to
normal bell ringing activities, apart from the wearing
of masks and hand sanitisation which I guess will
remain in place for now. But instead I have to write
that we are going to have to be patient for a little
while longer, and must hope that in the long run the
caution will have been worth it.

T

The rules and guidance which surround our current
ringing activities, like those which have been
affecting our daily lives, are not easy at times to get
to grips with. For a start some of what we are told is
mandatory and some is for guidance only and subject
to ‘local conditions’. The Church of England has
rightly taken a cautious approach to Covid and their
guidance, added to that of the government, is filtered
through bell ringing’s umbrella organisation, the
CCCBR, and interpreted locally by the clergy and
finally by bell ringers themselves. There’s nothing
wrong with any of that, but it adds layers of
complexity and leaves much scope for interpretation.
Whilst few of us are keen on a ‘big brother’
prescriptive approach it is simpler to be told ‘You
may do this, but you may not do that’.
Our rector has been positive and supportive
throughout, partly because that’s the sort of person
he is, but also because as an accomplished bell ringer
he has a good appreciation of the challenges that we
face.
So what have we been getting up to? Well, the
guidance we have includes a recommendation that
whilst ringing we stand no nearer than 1 metre apart.
As the ropes for the 5th and 6th bells hang quite
close together we decided that we could not ring both
of those bells at once, so we have been ringing the
‘front five’ for services. We are now allowed up to 45
minutes ringing time, again advisory rather than
mandatory, with a maximum of six people present,
and this has allowed some short practice sessions in
our usual Wednesday evening slot. This limited
activity has thrown up a further problem, which is
that whilst in theory we have enough ringers, in
practice we have tended to be short of people, for a
variety of reasons. Some are not able to ring
currently for health reasons and others just have busy
lives and other things to do. The rule of thumb is that
you need twice as many ringers as bells, to allow for
inevitable absences, and we are a few short of that.
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After 19th July, or whenever we do get the next
easing of restrictions, one of our priorities will be to
seek some new learners to swell our ranks again. All
being well I will talk a bit more about this in next
month’s Beacon, once we know more about how
things will be, but if you think you might like to have
a go at bell ringing do contact me to find out more. If
you decide it’s not for you that’s fine, but if you don’t
enquire you’ll never know! You need to be high
school age and up, in reasonable physical health and
willing to learn. We have ringers aged from early
teens to late seventies and are a friendly and
inclusive bunch of people. You don’t need any
religious affiliation.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers

Your Village Hall
carning Village Hall and Estate Trust is still in
the hands of the Government with regard to
opening its doors and, although permission has
been granted to the Statutory Authority that is
Scarning Parish Council for their meeting on 21st
June, this is limited to 15 people to include public
attendance.

S

The Government has announced a pause at Step3. Step-3 restrictions remain in place and we
continue to follow guidance/legislation. We
therefore, regrettably, remain closed for the
moment. It is expected that England will move to
Step-4 on 19th July although the data will be
reviewed in two weeks in case risks have reduced.
Government will continue to monitor the data and
the move to Step-4 will be advised one week in
advance.
The Trust look forward to welcoming you back
shortly - we will continue to keep you updated.
Contacts:
Bookings:

Nick Hartley
01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

Secretary:

Sonia Lee
07795 807967
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

he Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the
best known short stories of Jesus. We love the
generosity of the Samaritan in the face of hypocrisy
of the others who walked on by. We warm to the
Samaritan for he does what is right. When we tell
the story today we do it knowing that Samaritans are
good people. They are life savers. You can ring the
Samaritans on 116 123 twenty four hours a day,
seven days a week. You can
email them:
jo@samaritans.org. They are
life savers, comforters, life
givers. They do fantastic
work.

T

When Jesus told parables, they
were loaded with cultural
baggage which would have
made his listeners mighty
uncomfortable. To put it very
crudely, and please do not take
offence, many a Jew of the
day would say the ‘only good
Samaritan was a dead
Samaritan’.
A man comes to Jesus, asking
about eternal life. Within the
discussion and wanting to
make sure he is living well he
asks Jesus who is my
neighbour, after all the summary of the law says,
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour
as yourself’.
Who is my neighbour and how do you love your
neighbour?
The story Jesus tells contains good and reliable
people – religious people, educated people – and a
‘nightmare’ person. In Jewish culture the
Samaritans were the rank remains of the apostate
nation of Israel (The Samaritans would say the same
about the Jews of Judah – there was no love lost).
22 Jun 2021
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Under Ahab and Jezebel (if this were a pantomime
you would now be booing and hissing) the northern
kingdom of Israel, centred on the town Samaria
became embroiled in all kinds of idolatry and
inhuman practices. In 720 BC the kingdom was
overrun by the Assyrians, but the descendants of old
Israel remained, shunned by the Jews of the southern
kingdom of Judah based around Jerusalem.
A reading through the Gospels will show that Jews
had no dealings with Samaritans – they would not
even drink from the same cups or eat off the same
plates. So ‘unclean’ were these people that to meet
and touch them was to become ‘polluted’. You
avoided Samaritans – and they avoided the Jews.
There was no love and no
neighbourly love. You told the
children to avoid them – a bit
like the old ‘bogeyman’
stories – you kept your
children well away from these
people.
To have a Samaritan as a hero
in a Jewish preacher’s story
was scandalous. In this story
Jesus debunked the myth that
only good Jews were good
enough for God. He debunked
the myth that culture can
choose its villains and heroes.
He debunked the myth that
different races and religious
groups are full of ‘bad’
people. A true neighbour is
one who loves God and
genuinely loves his neighbour
– dare you love those across
cultural divides of race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality
and class? If it makes you uncomfortable being
challenged by such things – think how hard it was
when the parable was first heard.
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour
to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’
Rev Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
01362 694107
RevPCubitt@BTInternet.Com
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Rally Around
My first ever Rally
ast time I wrote about my last rally but I thought
that now I would go back 40 odd years from that
date to my first proper rally in 1967. I had passed my
driving test in early July, joined SCCON, the local
car club, and entered a couple of 12 car events. These
were for novices, limited to only 12 cars and lasted
2-3 hours on a Friday evening. A girlfriend had
navigated on the first one and a work colleague on
the 2nd. Neither was very successful.

L

The Club’s premier event was coming up in
November, but I was very inexperienced, only had
the use of my mother’s Triumph Herald Coupe, and
had no proper navigator. I wanted to do the event and
in the run up to it one of the club’s top navigators,
Geoff Hill, mentioned
that he hadn’t got a
“ride”. I asked if he
would come with me,
but when he heard that I
only had a 948 cc
Herald, he was not very
keen. Eventually he
said that if he didn’t get
another offer he would
navigate for me, and he
ended up in my left
hand seat.
Geoff and I went out
the night before for a
little “familiarisation”
and I was amazed at the detail he could read from an
OS map. It enabled me to drive with a lot more
confidence. We lined up at the Norwich Union Social
Club start at Pinebanks with 120 other cars. I cannot
remember our start number but it was way back in
the 70s or 80s - a reflection of the organiser’s opinion
of where we would finish. Geoff was a bit put out, he
was used to starting in the top ten, but the Clerk of
the Course was adamant, in fact he said if Geoff
hadn’t been navigating I would have started last as it
was my first proper rally! That didn’t help my
nerves.
The event started at 11.00pm with cars leaving at 1
minute intervals so it was well after midnight when
we started the first competitive section on the roads
to the south of Norwich. Most of the first half was a
blur. Geoff was brilliant on the maps, calling the road
with such accuracy and in a way that encouraged me
to drive as fast as the poor Herald could go. By the
way, my mother thought I was doing a youth club
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treasure hunt and then going on to stay with a pal!!.
After about 80 miles we pulled into the halfway fuel
halt for a much needed break, refuel and a drink.
Whilst I checked the car over Geoff wandered off to
have a look at the leader board….A couple of other
drivers wandered over to chat. We had caught and
passed about 8 or 9 cars, no-one had caught us and
the other guys were keen to know what engine I had,
they were a little surprised when I mentioned it was
only 948 cc and just 39 bhp…..Geoff came back just
before the re-start in a good mood, got in the car said
“right we need to try a bit harder, we are leading the
class and 15th overall”.
I don’t remember that much of the 2nd half other
than catching, then following a Lotus Cortina and
eventually passing him on a tight hairpin due the the
Triumph’s better steering lock, then pulling away
from him. The car behaved itself and and I grew
more confident with Geoff’s map reading. I was able
to rely absolutely on what he called off the map and
as it got misty for the
last 20 miles we passed
a few more vehicles.
Lots of Mini Coopers
and Cortina GTs, were
surprised to have the
little Herald come past
and Geoff was getting
quite excited, urging
me on. Having
someone of his
experience was
amazing and filled me
with confidence.
We reached the finish,
at about 6.00am, I was
tired but buzzing with
excitement, and sat
down to a well deserved breakfast. Geoff kept
nipping off to check the results, and eventually came
back with a big grin on his face. “If I come with you
again will you put some seat belts in the car?”
“Yes” I said. “You seem keen, why?” “We are 8th
overall and have blitzed the class” he said. I was
amazed, it just showed what a difference a top class
navigator made.
My mother was less than pleased when a report and a
picture in the EDP a couple of days later showed that
her lovely little shopping car had won awards on a
top class rally. I got a severe telling off and,
consequently 2 weeks later I bought a Mini Cooper
and found I had a permanent navigator in Geoff Hill.
We were off and I have never looked back. And the
Mini had proper seat belts…
Neil Parsons
07860 663678
e11snp@icloud.com
www.Scarning.Info
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Old Sarum
n your way
along Dereham
Road out walking,
or taking your
children to and from
school you may
have passed ‘Old
Sarum’. This was
originally part of
the farm that was
included in the trust
set up by William Seckar in the early 1600s to
provide an income for the Head Master of the
School. It was previously known as ‘School Farm’
until the early 1980s.

O

William Seckar was a local yeoman who died in
1604 leaving provision in his will for the
establishment of a Free School in Scarning. The
school, he wrote, was to remain in the village ‘while
the world endure’. A trust was set up to manage the
farm and provide an income to pay the master and
maintain the school. It has been said that the school
was situated to be as far away from the Church as
possible, though almost certainly it started in the
original farm house.
As a free school it was
intended for children
across the spectrum,
regardless of social status
but in the 18th century
was almost exclusively
taking fee-paying sons of
wealthy Norfolk
How the barn appeared
families. At a Trustees
before the conversion
meeting on January 29th
1819, it was decided to
pull down the building “termed the Old School” and
rebuild the farm buildings at an expense of £343
(about £31 000 today) A proportion of the boys
boarded in the buildings of ‘School Farm’,
(described later by Augustus Jessopp as rickety and
squalid) with their horses stabled in the outbuildings.
The gable end of the larger part of the building is
dated 1791 though it is clear that some of the roof
timbers date from an earlier construction. The lower
part is dated 1819 and in 2005 during renovations
names and initials were found scratched into the
brickwork under the plaster.
The changing nature of farming meant that the
buildings were no longer being fully utilised as can
be seen in this picture which was inherited with the
house. The property was purchased in April 1980
from the Trustees of Scarning School and the main
building was converted into a four bed house and
renamed as “Old Sarum” as the owners had some
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connection to Salisbury. The hedge and the trees at
the front of the property were planted at this time and
the cedar tree near the entrance was given as a house
warming present in 1980.
The wooded area to the west of the house which had
once been part of the Grange was purchased later and
an Area Tree Preservation Order was placed on it in
about 1981 to prevent housing development. This
was removed in 2004 with just five individual trees
being given TPOs.
The next owners converted the farm buildings to the
east of the property into an annexe, studio and
workshop in 1999/2000 and then bought some extra
land from the School Trust in 2003. The current
owners have been here since 2004.
Mrs. Fudge, the late head teacher, said that when the
school was enlarged in 1997 by Brocks Builders
some hand grenades, dumped by the Home Guard,
were found in a ditch which ran to the north of the
property and
presumably
discharged into
the pond. There
is a culvert under
the road which
collects water
from the ditch to
the south side of
the road and the
fields beyond
where there was
From Ordnance Survey map 1884 once another
pond. The
culvert used to discharge into a ditch between the
house and the wooded area and then to the pond but
it was filled it in and a french drain was installed to
channel the water. Over the years this has not been
problem free as tree
roots have blocked the
pipe.
This plan of the school
and farm buildings as
they were in 1951 is
taken from plans
discovered by the
surveyor when the 2008
extensions to the school
were being planned.
Roger Long, a local farmer, said that when he was a
young lad his first cow calved in what is now the
central living room!
Old Sarum is an Iron Age hill fort, the site of the
original Salisbury where the first cathedral once
stood. It lived on, as a notorious ‘rotten borough’
which continued to elect members of Parliament
until 1832 although only having three houses and
seven voters.
Richard Allan
richard@richardallan.net
www.Scarning.Info
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Beacon Abroad
The Road To Santiago de Compostela
Le Puy en Velay to St Jean Pied De Port
ne of the most fascinating aspects of walking the
O
Camino de Santiago de Compostela is the people
you meet and walk with. As well as walking with
people from all over Europe, I also had the privilege
to walk with people from Africa, Australia, New
Zealand, Brazil, America, Canada, China and South
Korea. With the exception of a few people most were
able to speak English. Where there was a problem
with communication, language barriers were
overcome by using hand signs and gestures,
generally resulting in lots of laughter.
One common
thread linking all
pilgrims together
was the fact that
everyone was
heading in the
same direction to
visit the tomb of
St James the
Michael from America and Estelle Great. With the
from Quebec, whom I’m still in
exception of a
touch with.
few people, most
of the pilgrims I
met were very religious. Despite me not having
religious leanings, this was never held against me
and never in the three months of my journey did
anyone ever try to indoctrinate me into adopting
religious beliefs - our encounters were born out of a
mutual respect we had for one another.
At the end of walking between ten and twenty miles
a day, depending on the type of accommodation I
was able to find, pilgrims would either share in
preparing and cooking a meal together or dinner was
provided. Prior to eating our meal, we would
generally spend a bit of time introducing and sharing
a bit of information about ourselves and why we had
embarked upon our journey. This was not
compulsory but most people were happy to share part
their personal history, providing insight into their
My Japanese friend has walked the
Camino for two weeks a year for six
years. He will return every year until
he eventually reaches Santiago de
Compostela
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backgrounds, cultural differences and beliefs. After
dinner we would engage in conversation and people
would sing songs, play music and share aspects of
their journey.
There are many
reasons why people
walk the Camino.
Some walk for
spiritual reasons
whilst others walk to
find God. Some seek
redemption after
living their lives on
the margins of
society and some
walk to help themselves find ways of coming to
terms with their own sexual identity and gender
issues. Some walk to help themselves to come to
terms with personal grief and loss and some just
walk for the pleasure of walking. Whatever reasons
people had for walking the St James Way it was a
humbling experience to hear such personal life
stories.
I walked with people from all walks of life; actors,
bankers, accountants, artists, mechanics, musicians
and priests to mention but a few. There were no
barriers or boundaries between us. We were all just
travellers on the same road heading in the same
direction.
On my journey
through France, I
met so many kind,
caring and
weirdly humorous
people. Despite
the miserable
weather, my days
were full of joy
and laughter. In
Lascabanes I had
my feet washed
by a priest or should I say I had my right foot washed
by a priest and my left foot remained unwashed. This
left me in fits of laughter. In Ostabat I stayed at Gite
d'etape with five other people one of whom snored so
loud the windows rattled. One rule of thumb when
walking the Camino is you never wake a snoring
pilgrim so we all ended up trying to distract him
from snoring by making noises and whistling. This
resulted in fits of laughter but still he slept on and on,
snoring until he eventually woke in the morning.
The sun was shining when I reached the beautiful
medieval town of St Jean Pied de Port which sits at
the foothills of the Pyrenees.
To be continued.
Tom Thompson
07519 772312
Tom.Thompson9@Hotmail.Co.UK

www.Scarning.Info
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Curious Creatures
Leopard Geckos
n the wild these geckos are yellow with black
spots. However, in captivity over 30 generations of
selective breeding have created hundreds of different
colours and patterns (morphs), which has made them
extremely popular with collectors and breeders. They
are also the most popular reptile for beginners as
they stay small.

I

They are best kept in a wooden vivarium
85x40x40 cms - but bigger is always better, so you
can add more decorations for them to explore.
Geckos prefer to live alone and would naturally only
come into contact with each other in the wild for
breeding purposes.
They should be provided with a warm area of the
enclosure that is approximately 30-32C. An ambient
temperature range of 24-28C throughout the rest of
the enclosure will help create a suitable
thermogradient. Ideally night time temps should not
dip below 18C. Uvb can be used. There is much
debate as to whether they need uvb or not - it's
personal choice. I have kept geckos since I was 18
and have never used a uvb. I also supply a wet box
with moss which is best to help with shedding their
skin,
Leopard Geckos have very good appetites, so you
must watch you don't over feed - an adult should be
fed every other day. They will eat crickets,
cockroaches and meal worms, plus some calcium
powder should be sprinkled on any food to help with
their bones. Of course, water must be provided all
the time. Geckos lick everything, so bedding wise
22 Jun 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

you must be careful not to use anything that could be
ingested and cause impaction. Ideal bedding would
be fake grass, slate, newspaper or lino.
Just like cats, dogs or other pets; reptiles can carry
bacteria (including salmonella), worms or
parasites. To prevent the spread of infection between
yourself and the animal or even between different
animals in your care, you should always wash your
hands thoroughly before and after cleaning or
handling.
Spot clean the enclosure daily removing any waste
matter to help keep the enclosure clean at all

times. Complete a full vivarium clean every 4-6
weeks replacing all bedding, clean and disinfect the
enclosure and decoration where it is safe to do so. I
just use hot water and washing up liquid and rinse
well.
Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

Your village
needs you!
We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of the Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858
www.Scarning.Info
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Cookery
Corner
Elderflower Cordial

Lemon Squash
The end of June/beginning of July is on the horizon,
and for some of us this means only one
thing....Wimbledon is about to dominate our screens
both afternoons and evenings too. I can hear the well
known music now. Bliss!
But surely the beautiful game must be accompanied
by some refreshment? Strawberries and Pimms I hear
you cry? No, no, dare to stand out from the crowd
and make this version of some homemade cordial it's very tangy, quick and easy to make, and much
better than a mass produced well known brand which
fades back onto the supermarket shelves in
comparison. Try it!

24 heads of elderflower picked in full sun
1.5 kilos white granulated sugar
1.5 litres water
2 large lemons
50g citric acid
Clean bottles.
1. Swish the elderflower heads in clean water to
remove dust etc. and shake gently to get rid of
excess.
2. In a large pan heat up water and sugar and stir to
dissolve. Set aside to cool.
3. Juice lemons.
4. In a clean bucket put all ingredients including
lemon skins. Stir, cover and set aside for 24
hours.
5. Strain through a muslin cloth into another
suitable container.
6. Bottle up.
7. It will keep in the fridge for about a month but
can be frozen in ice cube trays or plastic bottles.
Leave some headroom for expansion!
8. You might want to dilute a bit when you drink it.
Soda water for bit of fizz.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

2 Lemons (or other citrus fruits)
1 1/2 pts water
2 lb sugar
3 tsp epsom salts
4 tsp tartaric acid
5 tsp citric acid
Mix all together and heat enough only to dissolve the
sugar.
Clare Jones
07889 077396
The pros and cons of cooking food.
Pros - Food
Cons - Cooking
My rum and raisin cake is gluten free.
It’s also raisin free. And cake free.
OK, it’s just rum.

If you have any recipes for food or drink you’d
like to share with your neighbours, please send
them to us - ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
22 Jun 2021
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PuZzLeR
Rhyme Time
Each clue leads to a 2-word answer which
rhymes, such as BIG PIG or STABLE TABLE.
The numbers in parentheses after the clue give
the number of letters in each word. For example,
"cookware taken from the oven (3,3)" would be
"hot pot."
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Plant seeds well underground (3,3)
It got caught during dusting (3,4)
How to get hot dirt (4,4)
Information about a river (4,4)
Tall Thai's garb (4,6)
Where the plane crossed the Channel (4,5)
Entrance to a waterway (6,4)
Valid basis (5,6)
Delay deciding for whom to vote (5,6)
Fair-haired palm leaf (6,5)
An invitation to play rugby (4,5)
Last-ditch medicine (7,4)
As yet unsewn thread at the hospital (6,6)
Gym-bag switch (6,7)
Perk of a really clear night (7,6)
More unusual park official (8,6)
Problem with the paint job (7,7)
Sydney zoo cleansing agent (8,7)

Chuckles
"You should have paid more attention in
school!" my wife scolded me.
"What now?" I muttered.
"These aren't our kids."
The best way to get your husband to do
something is to suggest he’s too old to do
it.
I told my wife she should embrace her
mistakes.
She hugged me.
I asked my wife why she married me.
She replied “Because you’re funny.”
I said, “I thought it was because I was
good in bed.”
She said, “See? You’re hilarious!”
I went to the barbers today and found a
long queue going around the corner. To
keep people happy, the manager came out
with hotdogs and burgers.
It was the best barber queue I’ve ever
had.

(Click here for the answers on the last page)
I’m starting a campaign to make 24th July
a Bank Holiday.
Nobody should be expected to work 24/7.

Did you know?
In the old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big
kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they
lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate
mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They
would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the
pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next
day. Sometimes stew had food in it that had been
there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme: Peas
porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the
pot nine days old.
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them
feel quite special. When visitors came over, they
would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign
of wealth that a man could, "bring home the bacon."
They would cut off a little to share with guests and
would all sit around and chew the fat.
22 Jun 2021
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Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond
George Freeman

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067
01953 600617

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes
Report power cut
Report water leak
Report gas leak

01362 696870
0344 800 8020
0800 3163105
0800 771881
0800 111999

Breckland Council
Norfolk County Council
UK Power Networks
Anglian Water
National Grid

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital

111
NHS Direct
01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis Club
Scarning Art Club
Scarning Bowls Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Sonia Lee
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Tricia Foreman
Linda Jones
Clare Jones
Mike Ward
Harry Geary

07827 972163
01362 687492
07795 807967
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 687082
01362 288742
07889 077396
01362 652 935
07747 601437

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council
Member of Parliament

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
PForeman4@Sky.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com
Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
www.ScarningPC.Info

Please let us know of any other contacts which could be included.

Village Events
Each Weds IB The Ch
ippy
17.00-20.00
Each Thurs & Sun Fr
ee Tennis Sessions
Sun 27th
Garden Opens Day 10
.00-17.00
Tue 29th
Mobile Library
10
.2
5 & 16.35
Mon 19th
Parish Council
19
.3
0
Weds 21st Last day
of term
Sun 25th
NGS Open Garden (D
ale Farm)
Tue 27th
Mobile Library
10.25 & 16.35

Full details of all even
ts ar

e on Scarning.Info we
bsi
Let us know of an ev
ent which should be he te
re!

Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.
22 Jun 2021

Defibrillator Locations
Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

PuZzLeR
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

sow low
rag snag
boil soil
Nile file
long sarong
over Dover
strait gate
sound ground
await debate

Rhyme Time - Answers
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

blonde frond
come scrum
obscure cure
future suture
duffle shuffle
amazing gazing
stranger ranger
peeling ceiling
kangaroo shampoo

That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for next edition is the 15th of July.
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