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ime marches on and with it comes the first
month of Spring.

Dark clouds are looming over Eastern Europe as I
write this, but this month we include not one, but
two, stories from the sunnier climes of the Iberian
Peninsula. Tom Thompson is continuing his
mammoth walk to northern Portugal, but we also
have new contributors, Janet & Peter Bridgham,
writing about their travels to Spain. See Pages 20
and 21 respectively.
Over our local border in Wendling, Sheena Ward
is getting the popular Country Dancing Club
going again on Monday evenings. All you need is
£1.50 and to know your left from your… other
one. See Page 23 for details.
Also back this month, after a short absence due to
Covid restrictions, is the Dirty Donkey Do. It’s on
Friday March 18th, which is also Red Nose Day.
(Are the red noses caused by over-celebrating St
Patrick’s Day the night before?) It’s free for
anyone to pop in and meet, or make, friends &
neighbours - just bring your own refreshments.
The aroma of cheese on toast however will be
wafting from the kitchen to tempt anyone feeling
a little peckish during the evening! Page 14 for
more details.
Liz Taylor talks of other notable dates during this
month on Page 12 and has also included some
topical recipes for the Cookery Corner on Page
26.
The next Community Litter Pick is taking place
on Saturday 5th March and it’s not too late to
volunteer your services. Courtesy of the Parish
Council, all volunteers are rewarded with a bacon
butty or slice of cake at the Coffee Morning
afterwards. See Page 8 for more details.

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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provision and lack of activities such as a youth
club. If you have any thoughts or suggestions
on this, again please do let the Clerk have them.
It will allow us to know what all your family's
thoughts are so we can have a more meaningful
discussion.
Please do come and join us in March at 7.30 pm
we would love to see you.
Fiona Bradford - Chair
FMBradford@GMail.Com

ello everyone

The Parish Council met on 21 February with all
Councillors present, two Breckland Councillors
and two members of the public in attendance. In
relation to a Breckland update, (and if you have
not already had your notice) the collection days
of our bins will change as from 21 March.
Routes will also alter with the aim of providing
a more efficient and environmentally friendly
service. To find out if you are affected go to
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/2914/
Rubbish-and-Recycling. The Breckland
Councillors also mentioned that if you want to
attend a planning department meeting these have
moved from Mondays to Tuesdays. The Parish
Council had no objection to two planning
applications which had been put forward.

Scarning’s bin days are
changing! Please check here
for full details.
Dereham
Recycling Centre
details are here.

As many of you may know the Parish Council
leases the Scarning Water Meadows from
Breckland. These Water Meadows are one of
only five in the Country and the Parish Council
is proud of the way in which it has always
worked to maintain and improve the area. After
a brief discussion it was agreed that the Parish
Council and Breckland would convene a
meeting in order to discuss the ongoing
management and upkeep of this beautiful and
unique area. If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer to help with this important
preservation work please contact the Clerk with
your details.
The Parish Council is awaiting responses from
Norfolk County Council in relation to a few
matters, one of which is the widening of the
footpath from Black Horse Close to the Beacon
lay-by. As already mentioned, the path is going
to be resurfaced in the new financial year and
the Parish Council is acutely aware of how the
widening of the path would benefit its users, so
we will try to get NCC to include this in their
schedule of works if at all possible.
At our next meeting to be held on 21 March an
item on the Agenda will be to discuss youth
27 Feb 2022
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ou may remember an article in the October 2021
Beacon by Liz Taylor about adventurous cows. I
thought you might like to read about another incident
from a few years ago. The reason I came across it is
because my brother Chris has recently subscribed to
Local Recall, which is Archant’s archive service.
This has enabled him to trawl through old copies of
the EDP in search of articles about Scarning. He has
found some absolute treasures and I hope to share
some of them with you in months to come. This one
caught my attention and for
the people concerned it must
have been a talking point for a
long time after. It’s from the
Eastern Daily Press, dated
12th December 1953.
Incidentally the Roberson
family still farms at Beetley,
and of course the Eagle family
still farms in Scarning.

Y

“Stampeding Herd of
Bullocks Chased in MidNorfolk
MR. MAURICE ROBERSON
and his farm hands, of Old
Hall, Beetley, were having a
rest yesterday after a "Wild
West" chase after a herd of
stampeding bullocks, which
lasted seven hours and led
them over 16 miles of MidNorfolk roads, fields and
fenland.
During the stampede one of
the 12 bullocks collided with a
moving car, the entire herd
filed across a two-foot wide footbridge at Scarning
Fen, and two of them broke on to the railway line at
Gressenhall. Yesterday, with 11 of the bullocks safely
in his yard—the twelfth had refused to move off the
railway line and eventually had to be slaughtered—
Mr. Roberson confessed that "he had been dreaming
of bullocks and trains all night.”
Ready For Trouble

men tried to move the herd from the pasture into
feeding boxes, a distance of only 200 yards.
Knowing that they were a bit "highty flighty," as Mr.
Roberson put it—they had caused similar trouble
about six weeks before—the men were ready for
trouble and had brought a trailer of sugar beet tops
to entice them. The bullocks, however, were not
impressed. They rushed out of the pasture and
stampeded across the road in front of an
approaching car, so close that one of them almost sat
on the bonnet. Undeterred, they cavorted off to
Gressenhall Green, pursued by Mr. Roberson and his
men on a tractor, with the trailer of beet tops
bouncing along behind.
After a detour through the gardens of Beech House
Old People's Home, the herd went up the drift to
Gorgate Hall and came out on the road near the golf
course. The men lost track of them from 12.30 for
about three hours—the chase had begun about
9.30—but, apparently, the bullocks skirted Dereham
golf course and were
eventually located on
Scarning Fen. To reach this
they must have filed across a
narrow footbridge--but as Mr.
Roberson said, "Nothing
could stop them—they cleared
fences like racehorses.”
Narrowly Missed by Train
From there, ten of them were
rounded up with the help of a
local farmer, Mr. Eagle, and
penned in his yard. The other
two broke on to the railway
line, and one of them was
narrowly missed by a train. "It
stood with its eyes turned up,
and charged everything that
came near it," said Mr.
Roberson. "I went back for a
pitchfork and bowled it over
with that."
Dereham railway station was
informed, and an engine
arrived with the stationmaster
on board to inspect the line.
No damage was discovered
and the train service was uninterrupted. The
remaining bullock was lost track of completely, as
dusk had fallen, but it turned up yesterday among the
other stock on Mr. Eagle's farm. The bullock which
stood at bay on the railway line finished up at
Dereham slaughterhouse, about nine hours after the
herd first escaped.”

It all started on Thursday morning, when he and his

Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
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The
Dirty
Donkey

Pub
Quiz

Whilst enjoying a delicious Scarning grown carrot
yesterday, I thought we would have a food and
drink theme for March. Off we go!
1. What type of lettuce is named after the Greek
island where it originated?
2. If food is served ‘Lyonnaise’, with what is it
garnished or cooked?
3. The potent spirit ‘Aqua Vitae’ or ‘Akvavit’ is
the national drink of which European
country?
4. What are grassini?
5. From which country do guacamole dips
originate?
6. What is the main ingredient of sauerkraut?
7. What are used to garnish dishes described as
‘veronique’?
8. What drink is named after the German word
for cherry?
9. What is a gigot?
10. What is slivovitz?
11. What is a plantain?
12. What type of fruit is a kumquat?
13. To within ten years, when were Kellogg’s
cornflakes invented?
14. Which herb is used to flavour a julep?
15. Who was the Roman god of wine?
16. Which variety of apple is named after an
Australian woman who died in 1870?
17. What is the purple fruit of the eggplant which
is used as a vegetable?
18. What two words guarantee the origin of
French wine?
19. Which opera singer is immortalised in the
name of a fruit and ice cream dessert?
20. Why might some oenophiles look forward to
the third Thursday in November?
Click here to go to the answers on Page 16
27 Feb 2022
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Good friends, good times, good causes
t the end of January my husband & I (sounds a
bit royal!) attended the Tangent National
President’s Ball in Stratford upon Avon. It was great
to be back enjoying a big function, with everyone
dancing and having fun, whilst raising funds for
‘Crisis’, the President’s charity for her year. By the
end of the night £23,749 had been raised…….how
incredible is that?

A

The Dereham Tangent February meeting was a fun
night of quizzing at Barton Bendish Village Hall.
Hosted by Secretary, Janice, and her husband, Chris,
we were challenged with a cheese and wine tasting
quiz. It was a great evening, with many of us proving
that whilst we drink wine, and enjoy doing so, we
don’t necessarily know where it comes from, what
the grapes are, what flavours can be found in said
wine and what the ABV% ‘alcohol by volume’ is!
Amazingly the team I was in took the winners’ prize.
Following the wine tasting
and a bit of business, I had
the privilege of inducting two
more new members, Gail &
Karen, into our Club. It is
always a privilege to
welcome new ladies as they
come along with new ideas
and enthusiasm.
Mid-February sees 5
members attending the Midlands Regional Luncheon
which will be held at the National Arboretum in
Staffordshire, another Tangent day full of fun and
friendship plus a chance to catch up with friends
from all over the country.
In March we shall be listening to Norma Howell
talking about the work of Medical Detection Dogs
and what an amazing job they do. In April we shall
hold our AGM which will be held at The Windmill,
Necton, when I shall hand over my role after 3 years
as Chairman.
Jane Bizley
Chairman
Dereham & District Tangent
janeebizley@hotmail.com
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

ften it’s the small things that make a difference,
at least from the point of view of a
churchwarden.

O

The church vestry is a reasonable size but like many
vestries it has always been a place where stuff is put
to get it out of the way. This inevitably results in
clutter, and the situation is made worse by people’s
natural reluctance to discard items which might be
useful at some stage or which might have
significance for others.
At its recent meeting the PCC decided to try to
improve the situation and bought some heavy duty
shelving - the sort you put together like Meccano (if
you are old enough to remember what that was).
Three of us spent a morning erecting the shelving
and having a preliminary sort out. It was easy to
decide the fate of some items - for example an empty
tin chest that had stood on the damp pamments for so
long that its bottom had rusted away. There are other
things which will need a collective decision but in
general the improvement to the appearance of the
vestry is very satisfying.

on. It’s a fiddly job as they are all curly bits of metal
but four are done, two black, two white, and the fifth
is in use but will be done imminently.
We are also in the process of trying to improve things
in the chancel of the church. Because of all the
stained glass, which reduces the light getting in, it’s a
dim place even on a bright day. The nave, in contrast,
is full of light from its big clear glass windows. We
have upgraded the lighting without too much cost
and are considering fitting a PIR sensor so that when
a visitor goes into the chancel the lights will go on
automatically and make it a bit less like walking into
a cavern. But that bit is work in progress and it will
depend on the cost.
Another thing we hope to do, and at minimal cost, is
to polish up the many dark stone memorial slabs in
the floor, which currently look rather drab. This
would be part of a general re-ordering of things to
make the chancel a more usable and attractive space.
In the nave is a wooden cabinet that houses the
blower that works the organ and on the top of it is a
piece of glass. This has been used for many years to
put the various things needed for communion on.
However, rather oddly, the piece of glass was resting
partly on four projecting bolts, which hold the
blower in place within the cabinet. At some point
recently someone presumably put something heavy
on the glass and it broke. Looking at it after the event
I was mainly surprised that it hadn’t happened years
ago. Anyway we now have a new piece of toughened
glass resting on a flat wooden surface such that the
offending bolts won’t be a problem in future. Small
things, but they all help.
Next will be a bit of work outside, on the paths
particularly, but that can wait until the weather is a
bit better.

It is interesting to note that at one time the vestry was
home to the curate. It must have been cosy but it did
have an upstairs at the time, though now we just have
a high ceiling.
Another little job was to rub down and repaint our
collection of stands that the flower arrangements go
27 Feb 2022
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We have had a baptism and several funerals in the
church in recent weeks and regardless of whether it’s
a happy occasion or a sad one the fact that we have
fewer restrictions on gathering together has made
things so much better for those involved. We are still
asking people to be sensitive about wearing masks
and aware of the preferences of others who may be
more vulnerable than them, and I imagine that will
continue.
Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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my children were grown-up that art took a hold
again. I retrained as a gardener and became
interested in all things botanical. I wanted to have a
record of the unusual plants I was growing, but my
photographic skills were uninspiring. I therefore
decided to try and paint the flowers in watercolour
and hence my journey into botanical art began.
he Scarning Art Club encourages members to
T
have a go something different and during their
meetings in February they tried their hand at card
marquetry and negative painting.
Card marquetry is the art of creating pictures using
coloured cards cut into shapes and sticking them on
to a backing board to form a picture. Negative
painting is the process of painting around a subject to
make it stand out. Both sessions were challenging
but thoroughly enjoyed by members.
At the Art exhibition in Lyng Village Hall on 11th and
12th February, Club members displayed over 100
pictures; even though we were competing with other
professional artists 16 pictures were sold which was
an excellent result. Our next exhibition is at
Bawdeswell Garden Centre over the May Bank
Holiday from 30th April until 2nd May but more about
that in future editions of The Scarning Beacon.
Continuing with our theme “What Inspired me to do
Art”, one of our members, Christine Haywood has
written:
“My art journey began as a young child. My parents
were both keen birdwatchers and I used to act as
their 'spotter' as I had such good eyesight (those
were the days). I would then go home and, with the
help of one of their bird guides, I would copy the
illustrations using pencil and crayons.

I am mostly self-taught but took several day courses
and internet lessons. One that really stands out is a
one-day course at Holkham Hall with Anna Mason.
There I met another participant, Vanessa Bowron,
who was a member of Scarning Art Club and she
invited me to join. This I did at their next exhibition
at Bawdeswell Garden Centre and have been a
member ever since.
The support and encouragement from joining a
group is invaluable. It also gave me the confidence to
enter other exhibitions and to sell my cards.
I have since returned to my first interest in art. Birds
are now my main interest using coloured pencils or
watercolour. Hopefully I am producing better
pictures nowadays but I still enjoy it just as much as
when I was a child.”
Answers to last month’s quiz:
1. Raphael
2. Raffaello Sanzio
3. Sir Peter Blake
Questions for this month:
1. Who was Whistler's 'Woman in White'?
2. To which artistic movement did Whistler belong?
3. Where is the northern branch of the Tate Gallery
situated?

At school, art was one of my favourite lessons but art
college was discouraged as it would not lead to a
secure career.

Answers in next month’s issue.

Life and a 'steady' job took over and it wasn't until

Mike 01362 652935
Jacquie 01362 697783
mike@mdeward.co.uk

27 Feb 2022
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Librar y
s always, I am a big fan of the library, and the
A
service they provide, and we are so lucky to
have this van come to our village every month. In
recent months, the van began carrying a stock of
Lateral Flow self-testing boxes, so pick up a box if
you need some. You don't even need to have a library
card to do this.
More than one person/family can board the mobile
van at a time now which makes it easier if you fancy
browsing the shelves, hand sanitiser is still available.
Please make use of this service to our village, either
by visiting at the Mayfair stop,
March 9th 10.25 - 10.40, or on
School Plain 16.35 - 17.05
Clare Jones
clarejonessss@hotmail.com

FoodVANS

Litter ck
Pi
he next Community Litter Pick is on Saturday
T
5th March from 9-11am, when a team of
volunteers will be out and about. They will be using
litter pickers and bags supplied by the Parish
Council, and as many people have seen on previous
occasions, they collect a huge amount of rubbish!
Why not offer your help?
It only takes an hour or two, and you will be
rewarded afterwards by a free cuppa and bacon butty
or cake at the Coffee Morning in the village hall.
It is a real community effort, leaving you with a
sense of pride and satisfaction, knowing that you’ve
helped keep Scarning beautiful. It also coincides with
an organised litter pick by Dereham Community
Litter Pickers on the same morning, so between us
there will be a lot of activity and a lot less litter in
our area!
If you would like to be involved, please contact Neil
Parsons, via phone, text, email or WhatsApp. His
contact details are e11snp@icloud.com or 07860
663678.

ue to "personal and staffing problems" IB The
Chippy is not able to visit Scarning for the next
few weeks. Ian says he will be unable to return to us
until the beginning of April, which is a huge shame.

D

In the meantime, if you know of any other food vans
who could visit us, please let us know. It doesn't need
to be fish & chips - burgers, pizzas, curry - anything,
as I'm not fussy!
So, please have a think and send any suggestions to
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
Keep an eye on the village website & social media for
any updates.
Clare Jones
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
07889 077396
27 Feb 2022
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WalkOnTheWildSide

e are a small group of volunteers and are
working very hard to maintain a large site. As
you may know, the Parish Council leases Scarning
Water Meadows from Breckland Council. The
volunteers work in conjunction with Norfolk Wildlife
Trust, which provides guidance. As you may have
seen, half of the scrub grass on the Scarning side of
the stream was cut last year and the other half will be
cut in rotation later this year. The cuttings on some
areas were removed and put in heaps by the Mid
Norfolk Conservation Volunteers. The remainder
were heaped up by a dedicated band of four.

W

such as bees and ladybirds. You may have noticed
some canes on the Dereham side of the Water
Meadows. These not only designate where the
ground was too wet and boggy to cut, but also the
site of a wasp’s nest.
You may have seen the little egret which frequents
the meadows. You may also have seen he or she may
have a mate. The egret is part of the heron family and
feeds on small fish. Keep your eyes peeled for them.
We have a lot of dragonflies on the meadows. For
centuries, the dragonfly has been said to be a symbol
of hope and new beginnings, so perhaps we should
count ourselves lucky to see them. There will also be
damselflies on the meadows. How can you tell them
apart? A handy tip is to look at their wings when they
are resting. Are they spread like a plane or closed
together? Damselflies rest with their wings closed.
Dragonflies do the opposite.
Keep an eye out too for the occasional red kite that
has been seen over the site. These are not the
buzzards which are appearing more and more
frequently, but are a majestic scavenger, with a
distinctive fork in their tails. You may have seen
them wheeling overhead near Honingham, where as
many as twenty have been seen, gathering to feast on
carrion.
Nick Hartley
01362 687492
scarningclerk@btinternet.com

When the meadows are cut later this year we will be
removing the cuttings from this part of the site and
would love to have any help you can give. As we
have lost nearly 95% of our water meadows in
Britain this remains an important site and one which
perhaps we should all treasure. If you have not
already paid a visit, see if you can make time. If you
are able to give up a few hours to help clear the site
(probably in August/September) or any other
activities, please contact the parish clerk at
scarningclerk@btinternet.com
Things to Look out for:As we head into spring, frogs and toads will begin to
stir from their winter slumber, particularly in the
scrapes near the edge of the site. Birds will build
their nests, so look out for rooks stealing twigs from
each other’s nests in order to improve their own.
Bats will draw themselves out of old trees and
buildings, and a lot of insects too will re-emerge,
27 Feb 2022
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Advertising
100% of all advertising fees will be
donated to local charities.
(See the A2C article on this page)
So, if you are a local business, you really
should place an advert - not only will you
be reaching your customers, but you’ll also
be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Through The
Garden Gate
Weather Lore. ‘A March Sun sticks like a lock
of wool’.
There is cause to be so happy and joyous. We can
hope winter is behind us and can look forward to
greeting spring, although there's hard work ahead.
I have left dead seed heads and other foliage in my
main border as these provide shelter for many
sleeping insects. But now I need to give my all to
this job as the insects are venturing out for food.
One very early,
highly scented shrub
I wouldn’t be without
is daphne ‘Jacqueline
Postill’.
Absolutely gorgeous,
planted by my back
door and kitchen
door, it puts a smile
on my face every
day. If you can get
onto your garden,
now is the time to
move any deciduous
shrubs whilst still
dormant. Use
ericaceous feed for
azalea, pieris, camellia and rhododendron in early
spring. I use horse manure on the rest of my garden
(make sure it’s old manure - a year or more).
There are many varieties of spring flowers to tempt
you, and I like to try different if not rare species. Try
growing ‘Trout Lilly’. This prefers moist soil and
shade but has such a pretty, pale yellow, pixie hat
shaped flower, on a stem of two buds. This grows
only to about 6” tall.
Also, ‘Dutchman’s Britches’ a variety of bleeding
heart. Named as the flowers look like an upside pair
of britches. These can be pink or white and will
grow up to 3’ tall. On a single stem you will get up
to 10 blooms.
One job I didn’t get around to doing, was to cut back
my Alchemilla Mollis. It really is not a pretty picture
and I can’t wait to cut it back before the young
growth starts to appear. A dry sunny day is in order
for this job.
27 Feb 2022
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March is such a busy gardening month. I know every
crook and cranny in my garden - every shrub, flower,
tree and yes, weeds too. I like to experiment with
new plants from seed, hopefully ending up with
colour, perfume and a fabulous display. My potting
shed is warming, my seed trays washed, packet seeds
purchased ready for me to spend many a happy hour
or two.
If you don’t have a potting shed or greenhouse, seeds
can be scattered in the area you want them to grow.
No matter how big or small your plot, you can grow
poppies, cornflower, marigolds, cosmos, flax, love in
the mist, nasturtiums and many more.
Finishing your winter pruning of roses, buddleia,
fuchsia, sambuca and hydrangea will give a better,
stronger display later.
Daffodils have given us some of the first splash of
colour and now is the time to snap the heads off to
allow the leaves to die back, putting all that
nourishment into the bulb.
Divide any polyanthus that have finished flowering.
This is a super way of building your plant collection,
or divide and share with a friend.
If you have any forced bulbs indoors, plant these
outside with a little feed. They will die back and pop
back next spring. I do this with my hyacinths and
have many in the garden.
For indoor scent, I found some
old containers and planted them
up with hyacinths and narcissi
‘Cheerfulness’. They will keep
much longer if kept outside as
most spring flowers do not cope
well indoors.
Having already cut back my
hellebore leaves, they are rising
tall and their heads nodding
away in the breeze. The
snowdrops are just finishing and it’s always sad
when they do. Certain snowdrops can be expensive;
Golden Tears has just been sold for £1,850. It is
beautiful, but!
Some of my time outside of my garden is enjoying
Dereham Flower Club's varied programme. On April
28th in Dereham Memorial Hall, we celebrate in
style our Sapphire Anniversary. We have National,
International Demonstrator, Derek Armstrong. There
are stalls and a bar. Doors open at 6.45 for 7.30pm
start. Tickets (£20 ) available from me on 07881
691899.
Enjoy your gardens
Corinne Steward
07881 691899
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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A2C
Advertising

To

Charity

received the most votes during last month, so
Lilac
thanks to everyone who sent in their emails.
During March, we have the choice of the following;
Papyrus
Papyrus is the national charity dedicated to the
prevention of young suicide. Suicide is the biggest
killer of under 35's in the UK, and every year many
thousands more attempt or contemplate suicide, harm
themselves or suffer alone, afraid to speak openly
about how they are feeling. Papyrus aims to provide
confidential support and advice to young people
struggling with thoughts of suicide, and anyone
worried about a young person through their helpline,
HOPELINEUK (0800 068 4141) They also deliver
training programmes to healthcare professionals
and school staff.
Norfolk Age UK
Age UK Norfolk is an independent local charity,
supporting older people by providing high quality
services. This could be giving confidential
information and advice to anyone over the age of 50,
helping with benefits or with funding, assisting
filling in forms or setting up social care assessments.
They have a 'befriending' service to tackle the
problem of loneliness, and can give up to date info
on vacancies in local care homes.
Big C
Norfolk's cancer charity, raising money so that
people with cancer can be treated locally at
Gorleston, Yarmouth, King's Lynn and Norwich. It
also helps towards buying equipment for our
hospitals and providing funding towards research at
the Norfolk Research Park.
As always, email your favourite charity through to
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com

March

his is the month that should “come in like a lion
and go out like a lamb”. So hopefully that will
happen and we will have weather that is gentle at the
end of March, heralding the start of Spring.

T

There are some interesting dates to look forward to.
•

1st March is St. David’s Day and also Shrove
Tuesday or Pancake Day. St David is the patron
saint of Wales and you need to get your daffodil
or leek ready to wear in your button hole.

•

3rd March is World Book Day. This is a
celebration of reading and books. Many schools
will be having book related activities and
children and staff may be dressing up as their
favourite characters. Great excitement all round!!

•

8th March is International Women’s Day
celebrating social, economic, cultural and
political achievements of women. Some years
ago I was waiting for a flight back from India on
this day and all the men were asked to stand aside
and let women board first!!! It was a KLM flight.
I am not sure it would have happened on an Air
India one.

•

17th St Patrick’s Day. The patron saint of Ireland.
Look out your shamrocks and Guinness.

•

18th Red Nose Day. Money is raised for a variety
of worthy causes and everyone seems to have lots
of fun doing it.

•

27th March is Mother’s Day (Absolutely one for
the diary!!!!) And British Summer Time begins.
Remember that clocks “spring” forward!!

They talk of being as mad as a March Hare too. This
is the time of year that hares behave in an erratic and
unpredictable way in the lead up to the mating
season.
We used to enjoy watching them in the days when
we had access to the countryside near Bradenham,
now sadly withdrawn.
Enjoy March.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

27 Feb 2022
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Your Village Hall
he relaxation in January of Government
guidelines means that life is beginning to
return to some form of normality and is, once
more, giving everyone the opportunity to start
enjoying regular activities in the village.

T

The Trust continues to work for the benefit of the
local community and is making every effort to
ensure that Scarning Village Hall, with its
excellent facilities and attention to detail, is a safe
and welcoming environment and the Trust looks
forward to welcoming you in 2022.
Our new
extended kitchen
with dishwasher,
microwave, oven
and hob, a large
fridge and
serving hatch,
together with
small meeting
room and spacious main hall makes this an ideal
venue for informal gatherings and parties.
With the added
facility of WiFi this
now opens the doors
for business
meetings, seminars
and other
presentations,
courses etc.
If you would like further information on the
facilities available or would wish to hire our newly
refurbished Hall, please contact Nick Hartley, the
Bookings Clerk, whose details are given below.
With Omicron infections from the new variant of
COVID-19 still prevalent, guidance could be
subject to change at any time in accordance with
Government guidelines.
Contacts:

Scarnin
g
Tennis
ou may have noticed that throughout the winter
months, the tennis courts have often been in use.
Wonderful to see! Let's hope that as spring
progresses, more of us are enticed to dust off our
racquets and get out there - (shorts not obligatory!).
The times for the community free sessions are
Sundays from 10-12am and all are welcome. It's still
too dark for the midweek evening sessions, but
slowly and surely, this will change.

Y

If you have any queries, email
scarningtennis@gmail.com or ring me (07889
077396)
Clare Jones

he club has been meeting since October last year
T
with a presentation format. Specific photography
subjects such as composition, cropping for effect,
flash, relationships within exposure control for
example.The meetings have been well attended and
we were able to feel comfortable in these covid
times.
At our meeting last
week we had our
first practical night
for some time.
This was on
product
photography and
presented by
David Spain.
Members then
tried their hand at photographing a range of subjects
and with various techniques. This was an evening
enjoyed by all and a chance to get cracking again.

Bookings

Nick Hartley
01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

The next meeting will be our AGM followed by
some photographic activity.

Secretary

Sonia Lee
07795 807967
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com

Malcolm Searle
Malcolm.Searle@icloud.com
www.DerehamPhotographicClub.co.uk

27 Feb 2022
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A 17th Century Work of Art
t is a piece of 17th century art, but it does not hang
in a gallery. It is mounted on a wall, but it is not a
painting.

I

What I am referring to is a monument in Scarning
Church. The monument is to a child. In this respect it
is very unusual. There are only about thirty figural
monuments to babies and children in England and
Wales from between the years 1600 and 1650. The
monument in Scarning dates from around 1623.

squire, who learned his art from the Anglo-Flemish
sculptors of Southwark. Evesham was born in around
1570. By 1600 he was working in Paris. On his
return to England he became one of the most sought
after sculptors in the nation. His works include
monuments to Sir Thomas Hawkins, Baron Teynham
and Sir Adrian Scrope, who died the same year as
Edward Games.
The Games monument used to stand on the east wall
of the church, but was moved to its present position
on the north wall of the chancel probably during the
church’s Victorian renovation. Its twelve line elegy
records the ‘cruel fate that robdst a dolefull mother
of her deare hopes within twelve howres’ of his birth.
Edward Games was probably the family’s first born,
the one on which its future hopes were pinned. As it
was, Elizabeth was to give birth to a second son a
year later. He was named Hoo Games after his
mother’s family and was baptised at the font in
Scarning on 16 November 1624. At the age of five,
he inherited his grandfather Richard Hoo’s vast
estate in Scarning. He was to have three daughters,
who were to control the land until 1689 when it was
sold to the Norfolk country squire Oliver le Neve,
who is best remembered for his duel on Cawston
Heath with Sir Henry Hobart of Blickling Hall.
If you are able to visit
the church, the
monument is well worth
a look. The church is
open from 9.30 to 15.30.

Nick Hartley
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet
01362 687492

Its subject is Edward Games, the first born son of
John Games of London and grandson of Sir John
Games of Brecknockshire in Wales. The reason his
monument is in the church here is because his
mother, the former Elizabeth Hoo, came from
Scarning. Indeed, at her death five years later, she
was buried in the chancel at Scarning.

Your village
needs you!

It is not only the monument but the sculptor that is of
interest. The euphoniously named Epiphanius
Evesham was one of the younger sons of a Hereford

We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of the Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858

27 Feb 2022
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Friday
th
18 March
7.30 pm
onwards
The
Dirty
Scarning
Donkey
Village Hall
The Dirty Donkey Do
What is it?
It’s not a pub quiz, and it’s not a fund raiser.
It’s not good for the roses - you’re thinking of donkey doo doos.
Well, what is it then?
It’s a monthly “do” where you can have a chin wag with your friends and
neighbours.
It’s a “bring your own” event where you supply your own refreshments - beer,
wine, lemonade, tea, nibbles or whatever else you want.
It’s “free entry” - all we ask is for you to bring some cash for raffle tickets to
pay for the hire of the hall.
It’s from 7.30 onwards - no need to “book” - just turn up when you want and
leave when you like.
It’s in Scarning Village Hall on the third Friday of each month.
The rest is up to you…!

The Dirty Donkey Do
27 Feb 2022
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The next short walk is Friday 4 March (always the
first Friday, starting at 1015, again from The
Neatherd play area. Booking is not required, but if
you want more information, please contact me.

W

We maintain an emailing list of people who want to
know about our plans - if you would like to join it,
please let me know.

Our first session, supported by local Beat Manager
PC Clarke, was a great help and very informative.

Ken Hawkins
Ken-Hawkins@Tiscali.Co.UK
07505 426750

e are now up and running and thanks to an
amazing group of volunteers we have
successfully completed 2 sessions with many more
planned over the coming weeks.

It was really encouraging to see that the majority of
motorists driving through Scarning were adhering to
the speed limit whilst we were monitoring their
speed. The purpose of Speed Watch is to educate
drivers and it seems to be working which will make
our village a much safer place to live.
Our group are really friendly so if anyone else is
interested please contact me and I will let you know
what is involved. The more volunteers we have the
more frequently we can run speed watch sessions
which will benefit all residents of Scarning.
Volunteers from the Drayton Hall Lane part of the
village would be particularly welcome.
Cathy Geary
Speed Watch Co-ordinator
cathygeary66@gmail.com

Verse and Worse
A Mother
She is always with you
Both before and after birth.
She will always love you
While you are on this earth.
Formed within the womb
There is a special bond.
That love will last forever,
Tomorrow and beyond.
This love will never falter
No matter what transpires.
It is pure and gentle,
Made from pain and sacrifice.
A mother's love is bottomless
And has no formal limit.
Unconditional and eternal
And is with you every minute.

t this time of the year, the
weather can be kind, or the
opposite. With rain forecast
(and falling), numbers on our
February short walk were
fewer than usual, but those
who commenced the walk
(with umbrellas in some
cases!) were rewarded when
the rain stopped, and the sun
came out. So, when it came to
the option of walking an extra
¾ mile or cutting it short,
everyone opted for the greater
length. (But note, unless the
weather is very bad, the walk will always go ahead.)

A

27 Feb 2022
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A mother is a nurse maid
Who will wipe away your tears,
And a teacher of all things good,
Which will last throughout your years.
And when her time is over
And her life on earth is done,
Remember she's watching from above
A very special mum.
Frank Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
ne of the things that has been holding us back
recently has been low numbers of people able to
attend our Wednesday practices. There’s no
particular reason for this other than that life just gets
in the way sometimes. Service ringing on Sunday
mornings has generally been easier but some
Wednesdays have seen us unable to ring all six bells.
This hasn’t been a hindrance to our learners, who
have had plenty of tuition and the chance to ring as
part of a smaller number of bells, which is easier to
start with than all six. But recently we had 15 at one
of our practices which, as someone said, was just like
old times. It was simply a conjunction of a lot of
people all able to be there on the same evening and I
wouldn’t expect it to be a regular thing but
nonetheless it’s a step in the right direction.

O

time you read it we will be getting into some less
wild weather, though March is a notoriously
unpredictable month. But it made me think of the
risks associated with lightning when ringing bells.
Our tower has a lightning conductor, of course, but
even so there is a very small but appreciable risk that
if lightning struck whilst you were ringing the bells
the electricity could come down the ropes, causing
injury or even death. We would never ring during a
thunderstorm and so it isn’t a practical problem but
in past times it was widely believed that ringing the
bells during a storm would somehow help to ward
off the risk or keep the storm at bay. Church towers
unprotected by lightning conductors have been
known to be struck by lightning and occasionally
even collapse and so the perception of risk was
justified historically. However the solution, ringing
the bells, was definitely not a good idea and there are
records of people being killed as a result.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers

The
Dirty
Donkey
One of the things I hope to do soon is get back to
using our simulator system on a regular basis. Like a
lot of things it sort of lapsed during the pandemic,
though in fact there was no really good reason for
that to have happened. The ancient second hand
laptop that was running the software eventually gave
up and will soon be going for recycling. Its
replacement has caused a few glitches, which are
now sorted. My aim is to go back to having an
optional period for use of the simulator system
before the main practice on a Wednesday, as well as
separate dedicated sessions as required. This can be
very valuable for learners, but also anyone wanting
to improve, as it gives you a chance to do things with
‘virtual’ ringers accompanying you that would be
difficult or impossible to arrange with the band.
As I write this we are in the midst of Storm Eunice,
having just had Storm Dudley. I hope that by the
27 Feb 2022
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20.

Pub
Quiz
Click here to go to the
questions on Page 6

Cos
Onions
Denmark
Thin Italian breadsticks
Mexico
Cabbage
White grapes
Kirsch
A leg of lamb or mutton
A dry plum brandy
A course, green-skinned banana – a
staple food in some tropical countries
A small golden orange from China
1894
Mint
Bacchus
Granny (Maria Ann) Smith
Aubergine
Appellation controlée
Dame Nellie Melba
It is the release date of Beaujolais
nouveau

www.Scarning.Info
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Electrical Instruments: part 1
ast month I wrote about the Introduction of a set
of rules and regulations governing electrical
installations which was set out 140 years ago this
year. Since then there has been a need for ever more
sophisticated measuring and indicating devices. I
hope to show in forthcoming issues of the Beacon
how this has progressed over the Intervening years.

L

The very simple early instrument that I described and
illustrated last month really just gave an indication of
the magnitude and direction of the electrical current
or voltage. It comprised a magnetic compass needle
surrounded by a coil of wire attached to terminals on
the casing. The movement of the pointer was not
proportional to the voltage or current being
measured. In 1888 Edward Weston in America
patented the design of a revolutionary meter
comprising a horseshoe shaped permanent magnet
and a moving coil through which the electrical
current could flow.
These two images of the exterior and interior show
one such instrument which has a linear scale
calibrated to measure 0-150 Volts or 0-15 Volts,
depending upon which terminals are used.

self contained versatile
instrument that could measure a
range of voltages, currents and
resistances, the latter being
achieved by including a battery
within the casing and passing a
current through the circuit to
be tested.
This British design universal
multimeter from 1923 was the
first of several million produced
by AVO to measure Amps Volts
and Ohms The last model (on the right) ceased
production in 2008.
Today the same firm produces a wide range of
mainly digital instruments. The word 'avometer’
has become part of the English language for
multimeters in the same way as 'hoover' is used
to describe a vacuum cleaner.

Part 2 next month will be about instruments
used to check insulation resistance, another
important aspect for the safety of electrical
installations.
Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK

The Weston meter shown above was not designed to
meet the need for checking the safety of installations
in the field. Many attempts were made to design a

he U3A is a UKwide collection of
1000+ locally-run
interest groups that
provide opportunities for
those no longer in fulltime work to come
together and learn for fun. Make the most of life and
join more than 430,000 members exploring new
ideas, skills and interests with your local U3A at:
https://u3asites.org.uk/dereham/welcome

27 Feb 2022
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So successful was this invention, that meters are still
being manufactured today using exactly the same
principle. Here is one example available in many
garden centres that will be familiar to many. The
improvement in magnetic materials has enabled this
reduction in size and heightened sensitivity.
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

arch 2022 = Lent. March the 1st is Shrove
Tuesday (and St David’s Day!), the final day
before Lent disciplines begin. March 2nd is Ash
Wednesday, and the last Sunday of the month is
Mothering Sunday the midway break in Lent. I
wonder how you will spend Lent. Over the years we
have done a variety of different things from giving
up TV, going vegetarian, trying to buy food without
plastic wrapping, giving up alcohol, buying
everything we needed from the
village shops and no supermarket
trips. Some give up social media
or limit their time on their
phones.

M

Lent has its roots in Jesus’ own
wilderness experience before he
began his ministry properly. His
time of testing and self-denial
was in preparation for what was
to come. It was as if he was
laying foundations spiritually and
emotionally for those testing
times he was to go through
leading up to Good Friday and his
death on the cross. He was alone
in the wilderness and alone when
the disciples fled after he was
arrested in the garden of
Gethsemane. Forty days of
preparation for his ministry of
walking alongside the
marginalised, the stigmatised and
the ostracised and sharing the
Kingdom of God with those he came across. You
might want to read one of the Gospels this Lent and
watch how Jesus spends his time with others.
What can Lent be for us? It has to be more than an
excuse to diet and shed a few pounds by not eating
biscuits. It has to do with spiritual renewal and
growth which strengthens us and makes us more like
God intends us to be like. Jesus spent many an hour
in prayer, not only in the wilderness but he also had
a habit of getting up early to spend time in
conversation with his heavenly Father. Seeing prayer
as a conversation with God may be helpful – but do
not forget to be still and listen too. Prayer is a twoway discipline.

come as you taught us;
to be more pastoral
- reaching out to those in need,
shepherds, like you,
of the lost and the lonely;
to be more prophetic
- heeding the signs of the times,
challenging injustice,
mirroring your radical inclusivity. Amen
On Saturday 19th March we have a benefice Vision
Day called ‘Re-imagining Parish Church’. Numbers
are limited to 60 for the day. Please let
Churchwardens know if you would like to come. We
will be joined by the Revd Tim Yau from the
Diocesan Mission Enabler’s Team.
This years’ Lent course will be
part of our midweek communion
services. We will be looking at
the seven churches mentioned in
the book of Revelation. It is often
said there is nothing new under
the sun, and in looking at these
churches we will learn something
about ourselves. These services
take place at 10 am at St
Nicholas’ Church in Dereham and
All Saints’ Church in Shipdham
on Wednesday mornings starting
on Ash Wednesday. All Saints’,
Swanton Morley will be doing
the same thing on Thursdays
beginning on the 3rd March at
10.00 am.
2/3 MarchRevelation 2.1-7
Ephesus – a church that lost its
first love
9/10 March
Revelation
2.8-11
Smyrna – a church
faithful in the face of suffering
16/17 March Revelation 2.12-17 Pergamum – a
church holding onto truth in a hostile environment
23/24 March Revelation 2.18-29
church risking compromise

Thyatira – a

30/31 March Revelation 3.1-6
church with a ‘good reputation’

Sardis – a

6/7 March
Revelation 3.7-13
a church full of opportunity

Philadelphia –

13/14 March Revelation 3. 14-22
church that became self-sufficient

Laodicea – a

This is a prayer the diocese has written – you might
find it helpful.

With every blessing

Vision Prayer
Transform us,
O Christ, to be more prayerful
- listening, open and responsive,
yearning for God’s kingdom

Rev Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
01362 694107
TeamRector.Dereham@GMail.Com
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

27 Feb 2022
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he Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree
planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from
across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee”.

T

Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding
groups, villages, cities, counties, schools and
corporates will be encouraged to play their part to
enhance our environment by planting trees during the
official planting season between October to March.
Tree planting will commence again in October 2022,
through to the end of the Jubilee year. (More details
can be found on Page 24.)

efugee Week is a UK wide festival, which
celebrates the contributions, resilience and
creativity of refugees and people seeking sanctuary.

R

Normally Refugee Week is held in June. The UEA
have decided to hold the their Refugee Week earlier from the 12th to 18th of March - to fit better with the
timetable of many people within the UEA
community.
UEA Refugee Week offers us the chance to celebrate
being a University of Sanctuary and to consider
further how we can all work together to create a
welcoming culture of inclusivity and awareness.

Recently, as part of the QGC scheme, two groups of
trees have been planted within Scarning and
registered on the official map.

All events during Refugee Week are free of charge.
However, if you would like to donate – or want to be
sponsored to complete the Walk of Welcome – any
money raised will be put to fantastic use.

Tim & Michelle
Abel have planted a
sweet chestnut, a
beech and an alder
on Podmore Lane.

You can download the full programme of events
using the www.ueasanctuary.org address - it includes
walks, zoom cookery demonstrations, discussions on
mental health and mindfulness, football matches and
films. Most of these are open to the general public.

The Farnham family
have planted two
apple trees and two
pear trees on
Shipdham Lane,
alongside three
existing walnut
trees. The walnut trees were planted to celebrate the
Silver Jubilee in 1977. The hope is for future
generations of Scarning residents to care for and
maintain the trees and to be able to enjoy the fruit
and nuts that they produce.

If you’re quick, there is still time to plant more trees
in our area this spring, or you could wait until the
autumn. So, where will you plant some trees?
27 Feb 2022
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Beacon Abroad
The Road to Santiago de Compostela
t was a seven day trek walking from Logrono to
Isections
Burgos. The terrain was easier going than previous
of the Camino Frances, through undulating
farmlands and vineyards, passing castles,
monasteries, through ancient medieval villages and
cities.
Farm workers tending
to the vineyards,
Logrono
Soon after leaving
Logrono, we met a
couple with a little
dog. They had been to
Compostela and were
now walking to Israel.
They pulled their belongings in a makeshift wheeled
carrier harnessed around their waist. They had their
credentials stamped at every place they had stayed at
en route and even had credentials for their dog. It
never ceases to amaze me what some people will do
in respect of the faith they have in their own God.

It was mid afternoon, the women went off to get
dressed up in their best Camino attire and, the men
were ordered to go to the local bar to have a
bachelor party. We men were not allowed to set eyes
upon the bride until the proceedings. Needless to say
we did as we were told!
It was bizarre. Half the
town turned up for the
service despite knowing
it wasn't a proper
wedding. The owner of
the albergue put on an
amazing feast, with free
food and wine and, his
daughter was bridesmaid.
Bachelor Party

A pilgrim on his way
with his wife and dog
to Israel showing his
stamped credentials

Bride and Bridesmaid

Further along the way
I stayed at an albergue
in Tosantos, a small
village with only sixty
inhabitants. The
albergue is host to
fifty pilgrims and is quite a popular destination for
people walking the Camino. Apart from lots of
communal folk singing, what makes this place so
interesting is that the albergue has a small church
inside its walls and pilgrims are invited to attend a
service and anonymously write down on a piece of
paper their reasons for walking the Camino. The
messages are then read out to the attendees and
prayers are said for the people whose messages are
read out. Most of the readings relate to personal
sufferings, such as the loss of a child. Some of the
stories are heart wrenching to listen to, but it the
prayer gives the writer a moment’s solace from grief
I feel this is worthwhile.
Tosantos is also well known for La Ermita, a woman
who lived as a hermit in a cave in the rocks above the
village. Apparently she ministered to passing
pilgrims on their way to Santiago. The cave has since
been transformed into a magnificent church high up
within cave.
27 Feb 2022

When we reached the town of Ages we booked into
the albergue municipal. After sorting out our sleeping
arrangements we all went to explore the town. After
a short while I was approached by Max and Vanessa
who asked me if I would officiate in marrying them
in the local church. I thought they were having a joke
with me but they were deadly serious. I told them
that I was not qualified to conduct or officiate over
their wedding but this did not deter them from their
wish to get married in this humble church in Ages.
They were determined this was what they wanted to
do despite the fact they knew it would not be a
legally recognised marriage. I felt I could not deny
them their moment of joy so, I agreed to preside over
their wedding.

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

It was surreal, the
wedding party continued
into the early hours with
singing and dancing in
the street. Along the way
people would ask if we
had heard about the
wedding of two pilgrims
who got married in Ages,
a small town on the Camino. Max and Vanessa are
still together and they have never bothered to have a
proper wedding. They recently had a baby boy.
It was a beautiful sunny day as we walked the path
leading into Burgos. You could see the spire of the
Cathedral in the distance. Many of the people who I
had been walking with would be heading home, only
to return next year to complete their journey to
Compostela de Santiago
To be continued...
Tom Thompson
07519 772312
Tom.Thompson9@Hotmail.Co.UK
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Beacon Abroad
omeone recently said to me that it is, “Everyone’s
fantasy to leave a dreary winter to head to the
sunshine for a few months”. Whilst for the fortunate
that fantasy can be a truly lovely reality, it can also
bring with it some trials and tribulations, all be it
mixed with a whole lot of sunshine!

S

We are fortunate enough to have a motorhome, not
big at 6.8 metres and definitely not new but much
loved and looked after constantly. This trip things
started to go wrong at Portsmouth harbour where we
had free camped on the quay side ready for the 9am
ferry to Santander the following morning. Dinner
created and served, we relaxed and were enjoying
our meal only to be plunged into darkness. The
leisure battery had failed! Whatever, we have had
worse! 27 smooth hours later we sailed into the
bright blue skies above Santander Harbour. Masses
of COVID required entry paperwork was completely
ignored, our passports were checked and stamped
and we were off on our way to our final destination
at Conil de la Frontera - 606 miles, a night stop in
Burgos, a breakdown 20 miles outside Salamanca
and a night stop in Caceres!
Yes, we ground to a
halt just short of
Salamanca. Our break
down cover came up
trumps, a tow truck
was organised for the
motorhome and a taxi
for us! The phone calls
and the admin were a
bit of a nightmare but
6 hours after breaking
down we were finally
taken to the most
amazing 5 star hotel
and we trundled off for a well deserved tapas and a
few of glasses of much needed stress relieving vino.
After a sumptuous breakfast, we were delivered to
the garage to collect our now fixed motorhome and
off we set again.
The motorways across central Spain are not
overburdened with traffic which makes the miles fly
past comfortably. Olive groves, lovely pink almond
blossom, flashes of bright yellow mimosa and loads
of stork nests perched on electricity pylons
interspersed with small white towns and terracotta
villages - it wasn’t long before we finally arrived at
27 Feb 2022
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Conil. Paperwork sorted, pitch chosen I’m busy
guiding my husband into what is to be our home for
the next month when he notices that I’m not really
concentrating on the guiding part of my job. Instead I
am looking at our flat rear tyre! Oh reality, reality,
reality.!
Ok let’s even this out a bit. Yes, we broke down and
had to pay for the repairs, we needed a new tyre, a
new leisure battery but hey …….we’re in Spain
……the temperature gauge is reading 21 degrees, we
have had breakfast sitting in a market square - toast
smothered in olive oil with smashed tomatoes and
two very large delicious coffees all for a ridiculous
€9! Our electric bikes have come out of the big
garage at the back of the motorhome and we can
cycle along lovely safe dedicated cycle paths which
so far have taken us to Trafalgar (yes that Trafalgar
where our Norfolk born Horatio Nelson trounced the
Spanish and French navy before famously losing his
life). We can take a ferry across to Cadiz, or visit
Gibraltar or even cross to Tangier (sadly at the
moment it’s only commercial traffic because of
COVID, but maybe soon).
We also don’t forget that we got a wonderful night
free of charge in an elegant five star hotel in the
middle of Salamanca - which has got to go down on
the plus side of the fantasy sheet - and we get to
travel from here up the coast to Huelva, Ayamonte,
Isla Christina and on into Portugal, but for now we
have more to explore here in Conil de la Frontera
which includes just a twenty minute walk from our
camp site………….

……….this really long stretch of sandy beach where
we can blow all those awful reality bits far, far away.
Give me fantasy any day!
Janet & Peter Bridgham
www.Scarning.Info
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Curious Creatures
Asian Forest Scorpion
he Asian Forest scorpion’s habitat ranges from
India to Malaysia. It is a large, stocky, heavy,
black scorpion which can grow up to five inches in
length and have a life span of 7-8 years.
They live on the surface, under rocks and logs, but
do occasionally burrow.

T

The venom from an Asian Forest scorpion’s sting is
mild and they are a very common type of scorpion
chosen to be a pet. These scorpions can be kept in
groups, but it is not recommended due to their
aggressive nature. They will make a defensive
posture and are likely to protect themselves with
their pincers.

RE

duce
use
cycle

esco in Dereham have many different recycling
points in store.

T

They collect:
Bras
Makeup
Water Filters
Batteries
Ink Cartridges
And soft plastics, including:
Bread Bags
Fruit and Veg bags
Pet Food Bags
Carrier Bags
Pet food pouches (washed, dried, and separated from
other plastics so they do not cause contamination)
They also accept books for their book stall, and any
that are not sold go towards a new church roof.
Morrisons in Dereham
have set up an Easter
Egg donation station in
store to support our food
banks and Local
Community Groups and
organisations this Easter.

A ten gallon aquarium or terrarium is needed with an
under-tank heat pad on one side of the tank. They
need a shallow water dish as well as a hiding area. If
multiple scorpions are in a tank, multiple hiding
areas should be provided. The substrate should be
3-4 inches deep, and eco-earth makes a good
bedding. Humidity should be between 70%-80% and
a temperature of 72-90f would be suitable.

Laura Steward
laurasbj@googlemail.com
07940 523989

The scorpion’s diet is mainly crickets or mealworms;
3 crickets or 3 meal worms once every week or two
should be enough.
It’s best not to handle scorpions due to their venom
(and those pincers) so they are best kept as a display
animal only. I have kept forest scorpions in the past they are very easy to look after and great fun to
watch - at night if you shine a uv light on them they
glow.
Emma Carter
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com
07749 026220
27 Feb 2022
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Coffee Morning
he weather was much kinder to us for the
February Coffee Morning and, once again it was
lovely to see friends and neighbours meet up to enjoy
a chat over a coffee/tea and tasty bacon buttie/
delicious cake. Life is starting to get back to some
sort of normality enabling everyone to experience a
wonderful feeling of togetherness after almost two
years of isolation. However, this does not mean that
we are being complacent and every effort is being
made to ensure that safety is a top priority

T

Remaining dates for Coffee Mornings during 2022
are as follows:

Wendling Village Hall
Mondays 7.30pm
The Wendling Country Dancing Club welcomes new
members, no experience necessary. With a partner,
with a friend, or on your own, you won’t be alone.

Saturday 5th Mar
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 2nd Apr
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 7th May (Plant Sale)10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 4th Jun (Jubilee) 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 2nd Jul
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 6th Aug
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 3rd Sep
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 1st Oct
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 5th Nov
10.00 - 12.00 noon
Saturday 3rd Dec (Craft Fair) 10.00 - 2.00 pm
A note for the diary - Saturday 7th May will be a
combined Coffee Morning and Plant Sale. Please
join us - the order of the day is sunshine, delicious
cakes and wonderful plants crying out “buy me” !!
Let’s hope for a fantastic day.
If anyone is able to bake a cake or donate a raffle
prize for any of these dates do, please, let me know.
Your help would be very much appreciated.
May I also remind everyone that there is a selection
of books and DVDs in the Church, together with an
honesty box for anyone who is in need of a
compelling read or a cosy evening in with that
special DVD?
The waste paper trailer will be sited outside the Hall
during each Coffee Morning so please bring along
any waste paper/old magazines/newspapers etc. for
recycling for charity. Thank you to Charles Hewson
for providing this service.
We look forward to seeing you at our next Coffee
Morning - Saturday 5th March 2022.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com
27 Feb 2022

Where else can you get an evening of friendship,
laughter and music, while trying to remember your
right from you left – all for a mere £1.50 including
refreshments?
Just turn up or give me a call
Sheena Ward
07801 368622/01362 652935
sheena@mdeward.co.uk

Advertising
100% of all advertising fees in the
Scarning Beacon will be donated to
local charities.
(See the A2C article on Page 12)
So, if you are a local business, you
really should place an advert - not
only will you be reaching your
customers, but you’ll also be
helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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News Items from Scarning Info
Just a Cuppa events
are a great opportunity
to meet and chat with
other people at your
local Library. Through
the DWP Household
Support Fund, hot
chocolate, instant soup
and snacks will be
added to the free Just a Cuppas events until the end
of March 2022.
Dereham Library - Tuesday, 01 February 2022 10.30am (1 hour 30 minutes)
Fancy making some new friends, or just to have a
good old chat?
Contact us - lib.events@norfolk.gov.uk or call
01603 774777 - if you would like more information
about this event.
Dereham Library,59 High Street
Dereham, NR19 1DZ
Household waste
and recycling
collections in
Breckland are set to
change as part of a
move to maximise
bin collection route
efficiencies and
become more
environmentally
friendly. Serco,
working with
Breckland Council,
are revising the
household waste and recycling collections to reduce
the distances bin trucks are travelling, whilst
improving route efficiencies to accommodate new
homes within the Breckland area.
The changes will be introduced from Monday 21
March and will mean that half of the households in
Breckland will see a change to the day their
household waste and recycling is collected.
Collections will remain alternate weekly.

day may have a change to their collection time,
therefore it is important bins are put out by 6.30 am.
A new bin schedule leaflet will be sent out to all
residents from mid-February to advise of bin
changes. General information about changes to the
bin collections will be available online via
www.breckland.gov.uk/rubbish/changes-tocollection and via Breckland Council social media
channels from 31 January.
Cllr Sarah Suggitt, Executive Member for Planning,
Leisure and Contracts, from Breckland Council
commented: "By delivering this subtle change in
collection dates, and in some places different
collection times, we will not only reduce our Council
carbon footprint, but ensure waste collection routes
deliver a more efficient service for Breckland
residents." Emma Windle, Serco Senior Contract
Manager for Norfolk said, "These changes will also
deliver a more even distribution of workload across
the collection rounds. All of my Breckland team have
been heavily involved in the planning and scheduling
of these changes and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them all for their help and
support."
Platinum Jubilee: Tree planting to mark the launch
of The Queen’s Green Canopy in Norfolk
A tree was planted in the grounds of County Hall to
kick-start The Queen’s Green Canopy, in celebration
of Her Majesty’s Jubilee. The Queen’s Green Canopy
is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. It invites
people from across the United Kingdom to “Plant a
Tree for the Jubilee” to create a legacy in honour of
The Queen’s leadership.
Anyone who wants to plant a tree to mark the
Queen’s 70-year reign is encouraged to do so before
the end of March to coincide with the tree planting
season. Anyone can get involved, an individual,
school, business or community group. You can plant
anything from a single tree to small woodland. Once
your tree has been planted you can record it on The
Queen’s Green Canopy map online.
A full guide on which tree to plant, where to get it
and how to plant it can be found on The Queen’s
Green Canopy website.

Those residents remaining on the same collection
27 Feb 2022
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News Items from Scarning Info
Time to get walking again!

Promoting your club in the Dereham Times

At this time of year we start
to think about the mud
drying up and getting out to
walk in the beautiful English Countryside
again, but where to find new and interesting
walks?
Walking in Norfolk https://
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/norfolk has
hundreds of walks to download and print,
free. It also has books of walks, details of all
the walking groups in the county
and much more. Whether you
want to walk on your own or with
a group all the information is there in one place.

Good News!

John Harris (the custodian of the website) said
‘There is so much walking information on the web
but it is difficult to find. Walking in Norfolk (part of
the Walking in England website) has brought it
together in one place so whether you are walking
from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to
find a walk suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus
long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get
walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk
The Platinum
Jubilee Norfolk
Award Scheme
has been
commissioned to
encourage people
to engage with the
celebration.
You'll need to
complete four
Challenges to
qualify for the
Award. We're
making sure they'll be accessible to as many people
as possible. Register your interest as an individual,
school, group or organisation on our website: https://
platinumjubileenorfolk.org/
27 Feb 2022

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

aboutDereham have been offered a dedicated column
in the Dereham Times every six weeks. They want to
use this opportunity to promote your clubs,
organisations, annual programme or just what you do
and who you represent.
How do we get it to the paper?
Send your story to Helen or Carolyn in the first
instance. They have been asked to be the main point
of contact and to prepare the story for publication.
Please email your piece (and photos) to one of them
at hello@aboutDereham.org or
media@aboutDereham.org. For further details,
please visit this page on aboutDereham's website.

The County Council’s reuse shops welcome
donations of good quality second-hand pieces and
sell these on at car boot prices. Helping to give
things a new home reduces the amount of unwanted
items going to waste and the income from sales in
the shops helps to offset the cost of providing the
recycling centre service.
Since April 2018 Norfolk's reuse shops have been
donating a proportion of their income to the current
chosen charity, the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
Fifteen of Norfolk’s network of 20 recycling centres
now have a reuse shop: Ashill, Bergh Apton, Caister,
Dereham, Heacham, Hempton, King’s Lynn, Mayton
Wood, Norwich North, Norwich South (new reuse
shop opening soon), Snetterton, Strumpshaw,
Thetford, Wells-next-the-Sea, Wereham
For more information on reuse shops, and to find the
location and opening times of all Norfolk's reuse
shops, visit: www.norfolk.gov.uk/reuseshop
www.Scarning.Info

25

Cookery
Corner
Leek and Ham Gratin

Bailey’s Irish Bread Pudding
½ cup raisins
4 eggs
1 tbsps dark brown sugar
Grating of nutmeg
1 tsp vanilla
½ cup white sugar
2 tbsps butter
5 thick slices of soda bread or French bread if
you prefer
1 cup Bailey’s Irish cream
2 tbsps butter
1 cup milk
1. Grease an oven proof dish of a suitable
size.
2. Butter the bread and cut it into big chucks.
3. Scatter with the raisins into the dish.

500 gms leeks
180 gms sliced cooked ham
30 gms butter
30 gms plain flour
150 mls dry white wine
250 mls milk
1 tblsp wholegrain mustard
Fresh thyme
75 gms grated cheddar
100 gms sliced brie
1. Cut cleaned leeks in 10cm lengths and
wrap in sliced ham. If the leeks are
“skinny” then group a couple together
before wrapping.
2. Arrange in a greased oven proof dish.
Turn oven on at 200C or Gas 6
3. Make a sauce by the all-in-one method
using butter, flour, wine, milk, mustard
and thyme. Stir in cheddar and pour over
the leeks.
4. Arrange sliced brie on top.
5. Bake for half an hour and serve with
crusty bread.
This is in keeping with St David’s Day of course
and leeks are in season.
It would be a good recipe to try just after
Christmas too, using up some of the cheese we
all seem to buy too much of at this time of year.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
27 Feb 2022
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4. Beat eggs, milk, Bailey’s, vanilla and white
sugar and pour over bread.
5. Allow to soak in while oven is heating to
160c or Gas 4/5
6. Sprinkle brown sugar and nutmeg on top
and bake until set---about 50 minutes.
In these days of fuel prices
going up you might like to
do a main course in the
oven that will cook at the
same time. My Mum never
put the oven on for just one
thing!!
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk

I went to the doctor’s as I couldn't hear.
He examined me and found I had jelly in
one ear and custard in the other. Turned
out I was a trifle deaf.
I told my doctor I couldn’t hear in my left
ear
He said, “ Are you sure?”
I said, “ Yes, I’m definite.”
I went to the doctors about my lack of
hearing. He give me some drops, and told
me to put two in my beer every day. I
have been doing it for 2 weeks now, and it
hasn’t made a bit of difference.
www.Scarning.Info
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PuZzLeR
In this puzzle, each letter represents a
different number.
Can you work out what number (0-9) each
letter stands for? (The leftmost letter can
not be zero in any word.)

HO R S E
+S A D D L E
=G A L L O P
(Click here for the answer on the last page)

I took my car back to the dealer
yesterday.
I said, "It won’t go past 60 up our
hill."
He asked, "Why do you need it to go
past 60?"
I replied, "I live at number 73."
Automatic Clock - Doesn’t need to be
changed in March or October

Chuckles
Due to an unfortunate spacing error
while booking our summer holidays, this
year we are now looking forward to a
week on the Norfolk B roads.
Can someone help me please? The
hazard lights on my car are stuck on
permanently and I don't know which
way to turn.
If I drive a hire car….
Should I avoid low bridges?
I pulled in to the crowded car park at
the local shopping centre and rolled
down the car windows to make sure my
new puppy had sufficient air. She was
stretched full out on the back seat and
I wanted to impress upon her that she
must stay there. I walked backwards to
the kerb, pointing my finger and saying
emphatically, "Stay! Stay!"
A man in a nearby car, gave me a
strange look and said, "Why don't you
put the handbrake on?”
The wife took her driving test
yesterday morning. She got 8 of 10,
the other 2 got out of the way.
I'm returning my husband’s glasses to
the opticians. He's still not seeing
things my way
Wife: I’m leaving you.
Me: Is it because I act like I know
everything?
Wife: Yes.
Me: I knew it.

Did you know?
Which timepiece has the fewest moving parts?
A sundial
Which timepiece has the most moving parts?
An hourglass.
27 Feb 2022
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Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond
George Freeman

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067
01953 600617

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes
Report power cut
Report water leak
Report gas leak

01362 696870
0344 800 8020
0800 3163105
0800 771881
0800 111999

Breckland Council
Norfolk County Council
UK Power Networks
Anglian Water
National Grid

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital

111
NHS Direct
01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis
Scarning Art Club
Scarning Bowls Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Sonia Lee
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Tricia Foreman
Linda Jones
Clare Jones
Mike Ward
Harry Geary

07827 972163
01362 687492
07795 807967
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 687082
01362 288742
07889 077396
01362 652 935
07747 601437

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council
Member of Parliament

-

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
PForeman4@Sky.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com
Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
-

www.ScarningPC.Info

A more comprehensive list of contacts can be found on the village website..

Village Events
Each Sun
Each Sun
Each Thurs
Tue 1st
Fri 4th
Sat 5th
Sat 5th
Wed 9th
Fri 18th
Mon 21st
Sun 27th
Wed 30th

Free Tennis Sessions 10
.00-12.00
Church services
11.15
Scarning Art Club 09
.15-12.15
Pancake Day
Dereham Walk
Litter Pick
Coffee Morning
Mobile Library
Dirty Donkey Do
Parish Council
Clocks Change
WI meeting

10.15
09.00-11.00
10.00-12.00
19.30-10.30
19.30
19.30

Defibrillator Locations
Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

PuZzLeR
97825
+ 216645
= 314470
A=1 D=6 E=5 G=3
H=9 L=4 O=7 R=8 S=2

Full details of all even
ts are on Scarning.Info
website

Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.
27 Feb 2022

That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for next edition is the 15th of March.
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