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W

elcome to November’s Scarning Beacon.

If you’ve got a pumpkin or two lying about
following Halloween, you might be interested to
read Liz Taylor’s Cookery Corner recipes this
month on Page 26.
The Muffin Mystery book on Page 12 has a
connection with the pumpkin recipes - not just
food related, nor a feeble joke about “cooking the
books”. The author, Brittany Reeve is Liz Taylor’s
granddaughter.
There will be a Remembrance Service at Scarning
Church on Nov 14th. Ex-serviceman, Steve Bunn
will be laying a wreath on behalf of the Parish
Council, along with other organisations. If you are
wary of Covid, all precautions will be taken inside
the church, but the first part of the service is
outside, so please feel free to attend. More details
on Page 7.
The Mobile Library, which visits two locations in
Scarning every four weeks, has now started to
carry a supply of Covid Lateral Flow testing kits
which are freely available to users of the library.
More details are on Page 9.
A name from the past, which older residents may
remember, is “The Wednesday Club” which is
being restarted on Tues Nov 10th (Only kidding,
it’s a Weds!) The original club ran for over 20
years and enabled a huge range of social events
and activities for Scarning residents. The new
club will be on the 2nd Weds of each month and
hopefully will also provide a much needed chance
for people to socialise. Page 4 for more details.
Talking of which, the next Dirty Donkey Do is on
Nov 19th, so please pop-in for a drink and say
hello. More details are on Page 14 and Page 23.

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
27 Oct 2021
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Scarning Info

regular pages from the Beacon will be archived,
including the Cookery Corner recipes, Richards
Radios, Scarning Scenes, Through The Garden Gate
and much more.
There is also the usual Contacts & Links section
which has a vast array of useful links to other
websites and local businesses.

carning has had a village website for over 12 years
and it has always carried a wealth of useful
information about our village.

S

It has now had a major revamp, partly to reflect the
look and style of the Scarning Beacon newsletter, but
also to add new exciting features.
The Home page now includes up-to-date news and
information from Scarning, and also the BBC UK
news. There is even the local weather forecast and the
most recent Instagram photo.
The upcoming Events panel shows brief details of
what’s happening in our village in the next few days.
You can view full details of all the upcoming events
on the main Village Events page, which has times,
locations & contact details - very handy when you
want to find out about last minute changes to the
Street Food! It also includes events from Scarning
School and the Bowls Club fixtures during the
summer season. You can also request for events to be
added to the village calendar. Not sure if it’s the green
or black bin to put out? - just check the Events!

As lockdown is gradually eased, more and more
events and activities will start to take place within
Scarning again, so your village website is the place to
visit to ensure you’re not missing out.
Scarning.Info does what it says on the tin - it’s a
website for information about Scarning, but it’s also a
permanent work-in-progress. There will constantly be
more information added, with regular news and
events added along with other updates. So, please let
us know of anything that could be added or changed,
particularly of village events, plus any errors or
inaccuracies.
Mail@Scarning.Info

www.Scarning.Info

longside the revamped Scarning Info website,
there is also an Instagram page, and a Facebook
group - both called Scarning Community, plus the
increasingly popular Nextdoor network.

A

All three platforms are for all of the residents of
Scarning - as an ideal way to share ideas, tips and
news on life in our lovely village with your friends
and neighbours.
There are separate pages for many of the major
organisations within the village and also the various
clubs and activities which take place, from allotments
to walks & cycleways and wildlife.
There is a live feed from Scarning School’s Twitter
account, so you can see what the children (and
teachers!) have been up to…
The rich and varied history of Scarning is also
reflected in the various History sections, which will be
a growing resource of fascinating information from
the past.

F
Please look these up and follow/join them, as this is
where any changes in Scarning events and news will
be published in between these monthly newsletters.

There is a Scrapbook section where some of the

If you find that a month is too long to go for your fix
of Scarning news, then Scarning Community,
Nextdoor and of course Scarning Info, are definitely
the places to visit!

27 Oct 2021

www.Scarning.Info

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
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carning
SParish
Council
he Parish Council held its monthly meeting
on October 18th and a wide range of subjects
was discussed as usual.

T

The Community Speed Watch now has twelve
volunteers, though there is always room for
more. See Page 18 for full details of how to be
involved. To support this group, Norfolk County
Council say they will install the missing 30 and
40 mph roundel road markings on Dereham
Road, Draytonhall Lane and Fen Road. Every
little helps, as they say.
The Parish Council’s play equipment at both
Playing Fields (Blackthorn Drive & Shipdham
Lane) has recently had its annual Play Safety
Report. This has highlighted a couple of items
needing some minor attention, which will be
carried out in the very near future.

The
Weds Club
All are warmly welcomed to a monthly
informal get-together
Come along to the village hall
for a game of cards, a cup of tea
or just a chat
th

Weds Nov 10
2pm-4pm

For more information, please contact
Pam Cole - 07375 077807
MaryDolittle3@BTInternet.Com

TheWednesdayClub

The recent Bright Ideas For Scarning meeting
has generated a large number of excellent
suggestions from residents. In fact, there are so
many ideas that, to do them justice, the Council
has decided to discuss a few each month rather
than try to tackle them all at once.
The Council is taking part in discussions with
other village organisations about ways to
celebrate next year’s Platinum Jubilee. Tina
Mallard is chairing these meetings, so please
contact her if you wish to offer your ideas or
help in any way. (TinaMallard@Gmail.Com or
01362 422275). In preparation for the
celebrations, the Council has arranged for the
beacon to be refurbished and then relocated
within the lay-by to improve its prominence.
The Parish Council website
(www.ScarningPC.Info) has the minutes of past
meetings and the dates and times of forthcoming
meetings, which anyone can attend. The next
will be November 15th at 7.30, so why not come
along and see what we do?

Three Cheers!
Waste Paper
Collection
for
Scarning Church
is back
Please bring your waste paper to the Village Hall
on the 1st Saturday of the month which is Coffee Morning Day!

Many thanks to Charles Hewson who has resumed his waste paper collection
service to raise money for the church.
He is collecting newspapers, magazines, fliers, mail order catalogues,
junk mail, envelopes (inc windows),
paperback and hardback books, directories etc
but not cardboard.
Everything is recycled and the church receives the recycling credits.

Chris Farnham
Chris@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Charles’ trailer will be parked outside the Village Hall.
For further information, call Charles on 01362 693041

www.Scarning.Info
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n the September issue of The Beacon there was an
article about Scarning resident Carl Preston and his
wonderful wood carvings. Carl’s wife Val has now
provided some further information about Carl’s
family, who have lived locally for generations, and
some of it relates to the Spring Cottage, which you
may recall was the pub, long since gone, which was
at the far western end of the village, almost into
Wendling.

I

Carl’s great great grandfather
was Robert Sayer-Walker, and
he bought the forge at Wendling
in 1891. The first picture is of
Robert, smartly dressed for a
formal portrait. The second
photo shows him at work in the
forge with his three sons, whose
names were Alfred, Allen and
Austin.

photo. Ellen carried on
the family tradition when
she married and with her
husband ran the Swan
public house in
Gressenhall. Dorothy
was a talented musician
and keen on amateur
dramatics. The third
child, Charlie, was Carl’s
grandad and the final
photo shows him as a
young man.

There was a bowling green at
the Spring Cottage for many
years and the Sayer-Walkers
seem to have done well in the
years from 1932 to 1962 with
their names inscribed on the
Presidents Bowl many times.

Eventually Carl’s grandad
Charlie won it outright in 1962
and was presented with the
bowl to keep, which Carl still
has in his proud possession.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK

Advertising
Two of the boys carried on in the business; Austin,
who did the blacksmith work, and Alfred, who was a
wheelwright and carpenter. Alfred Walker is also
listed as licensee of the Scarning Spring Cottage
from 1926 until 1938. Although the pub was in a
different parish, it was just a few yards from where
the Wendling forge used to be. The third son, Allen,
became licensee in 1938 and was publican for twenty
years until due to ill health he passed the licence to
his wife Bessie. She carried on until 1963.

100% of all advertising fees in
the Scarning Beacon will be
donated to local charities.
(See the A2C article on Page 13)
So, if you are a local business,
you really should place an advert
- not only will you be reaching
your customers, but you’ll also
be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!

Allen and Bessie had three children, Ellen, Charles
[Charlie] and Dorothy and you can see them in the
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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The
Dirty
Donkey
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Pub
Quiz

In which book and film is room 237 a
frightening place?
The Dickin Medal, bearing the words “We
also serve” is awarded to which members
of the armed forces or civil defence units of
the UK?
Which is the home ground of Yorkshire
Cricket Club?
Which English monarch made the first
Christmas Day broadcast?
Who wrote the book Three men in a boat?
What is the name for a beaver’s home?
How high is the cross bar on a standard
soccer goal post?
The asteroidea are which type of creature?
If you suffer from rupophobia, what do you
fear?
Two breeds of dog are named after
Canadian provinces. What are they?
What kind of creatures are taipan and
krait?
Who was King of England at the time of
the Gunpowder Plot?
In which ocean are the Galapagos Islands?
On which course is the US Masters Golf
Tournament always played?
What was the name of the family which
Mary Poppins came to look after?
The Althing is one of the oldest parliaments
in the world – in which country?
In which sport did Mike Gatting achieve
fame?
Which infamous man was arrested on
board the SS Montrose on 31 July 1910?
In which month of the year is there a
Hunter’s moon?
Over what type of food did Edwina Currie
resign a ministerial post?
Click here to go to the answers on Page 13

27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Good friends, good times, good causes
his month’s Dereham Tangent meeting was our
‘new members’ night’ which was an evening of
10-pin bowling held at Strikes in Dereham.

T

It was great to see several new ladies joining us, one
of whom is already a Tangent member who had
moved to Norfolk from Aberystwyth. 19 ladies
participated in the bowling whilst several others sat
chatting whilst watching those bowling. As
Chairman I presented the winner of each lane with a
small prize, with the overall best score prize going to
prospective member Gail Kevern. November will be
hosted by one of our members and will see us getting
crafty for Christmas.

Ladies, if you feel Tangent might be for you get in
touch either by emailing
derehamtangent@gmail.com or calling me on 01362
693153. Take a look at our National Tangent Clubs
website by going to www.tangent-clubs.org
We have recently launched our new Dereham &
District Tangent Facebook page, so look out for that
too to see what we have been up to and what we will
be up to!
Jane Bizley
Chairman
Dereham & District Tangent
janeebizley@hotmail.com
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

saw, wheelbarrows and so on. We will make a
specific request once we have decided on a date but
if you feel you might be able to help please get in
touch.
Meanwhile the
work on our big
holm oak, which
was left pending
from earlier in the
year, has been
done. We will
probably have to
come back to it in
years to come but
we are doing what
we can to preserve
this fine old tree
for the future.

Churchwarden’s report

fter a dry early autumn, in sharp contrast to the
last two years, the weather as I write this piece
does seem to have changed. With wetter, windy
conditions and the shortening days, the clocks going
back at the end of October always seems to bring us
suddenly into late autumn, with winter just around
the corner.

A

The next thing on our church calendar is
Remembrance Sunday, which is the 14th November.
We will follow our normal practice by starting with
prayers and the reading of the names of the war dead
outside by the War Memorial at 10.50, moving into
the church for the remainder of the service. Please
come if you can at this important time of
remembering.
We have dates for services in the Christmas period,
including Christingle and carol services. These are
provisional at the moment and will be confirmed by
the time of the next Beacon. Subject to us all being
sensible in the meantime, the Christmas services
should return to their normal form, in contrast to the
different way we did things last year.
We feel that the wearing of masks whilst moving
around in church remains a sensible precaution for
the time being. You are welcome to remove them
while seated, which makes singing far easier.

Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

We will
remember them

The grass cutting and strimming in the churchyard is
organised by the Parish Council, for which the
church is always grateful. They have done a good job
again this year. However we are conscious that the
vegetation is creeping back in from the edges of the
churchyard, in a process of nature reclaiming its
own.

Remembrance Sunday

The timing isn’t certain but either this autumn/early
winter or perhaps in the spring we would like to
organise a work group to tackle the undergrowth and
get it back to a state where we can manage it more
easily. A Saturday morning would be the obvious
time and if necessary we would have a follow-up
session to finish off.

at the War Memorial – 10.50 am

14 November 2021

Scarning Church

followed by a service in Church

We invite you to use masks in church un l you are seated
and to observe social distancing. Thank you.

27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

ti

What we will need is willing people and some tools
such as a heavy duty brushcutter, loppers and/or bow
www.Scarning.Info
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s a number of Club members were taking
welcome breaks as Covid restrictions were
eased, it was decided to have a two week break from
our regular meetings.

A

On our return we welcomed one of our regular
professional artists, Steve Cale, who gave an
excellent presentation on the art of drawing
hummingbirds. Steve specialises in bird paintings
and as usual his presentation was given with great
enthusiasm.

We meet every Thursday morning from 9.00am until
noon at Swanton Morley Village Hall. You never
know you may be the next Rembrandt.
Keep drawing and appreciate the things around us.
We were invited to hold an exhibition as part of the
Arts and Craft Exhibition at Lyng Village Hall and
we exhibited 77 paintings of which 14 were sold
which for a one-day event was an excellent result.

Answers to last month’s quiz:
1.
2.
3.

El Greco
The Norwich School
William Hogarth

Quiz for this month:
1.
2.
3.

Where does David Hockney come from?
Who was famous for his "matchstick men"?
Where is the west country Tate Gallery based?

Answers in next month’s issue.
Mike 01362 652935
Jacquie 01362 697783
mike@mdeward.co.uk
During the coming weeks, presentations will include
the wild west and the art of drawing marine subjects.
Why not come along and join in?
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

I accidentally drank some invisible ink
earlier. I'm now in hospital, waiting to
be seen.
www.Scarning.Info
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Librar y

Verse and Worse
Heaven’s Door
(Remembering WW1)

s you know, I am a big fan of the library, and the
service they provide. Well now, they have added
another tick to their list. During October, they began
carrying a stock of Covid-19 Lateral Flow self
testing boxes which anyone can pick up from the
van. Anyone. And it's free!

A

A whistle blows, our young men charge
Across the strip of ‘No Man’s Land’.
With guns at the ready, bayonets fixed
They're cut down and die where they stand.
These soldiers were men in their prime,
They came to war for the glory.
Dug into trenches was not what they dreamed.
This a completely different story.
No funeral for them, no coffin too
No flowers to mark their passing.
No bells to toll, no choir to sing
'Oh death where is thy sting'.
No formal headstone to mark the place
Where those brave young lives were ended.
A bitter end for our soldier boys,
This country so gallantly defended.

So, if you are still cautious about going into shops or
don't want to go to Dereham especially for a test, you
can now pick one up almost from your door. There is
a maximum of 4 boxes/household at a time.
More than one person can board the mobile van at a
time now which makes it easier if you fancy
browsing the shelves. Hand sanitiser is still available,
and wearing of a mask is still
required.
Please make use of this service to
our village, either by visiting the
Mayfair stop between 10.25 - 10.40,
or at School Plain between 16.35 17.05 on Nov 16th.
Clare Jones
clarejonessss@hotmail.com
I borrowed a horror book written in
braille, from the Mobile Library.
I know something bad is going to happen I can feel it.
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

The mud and the squalor on foreign soil
So far away from 'Old Blighty'.
Where loved ones waiting to hear the news,
Pray for help from God the Almighty.
Torn by grief it's the families that suffer
And we ask 'What was it for?’
No matter what, it's the people that lose
And there's a queue at heaven's door.
A poppy appears in 'No Man's Land'
One flower and then another.
Could this be the souls of the dead?
A soldier and his brother.
Frank Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com
This poem is from
“Reflections”, the fifth
of six books of poems
Frank has written. All
six are for sale, with all proceeds going to
Scarning Church and Parkinsons charities.
www.Scarning.Info
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Water Meadows
ou may have seen that Lucy's Meadow has been
Y
cut and cleared. In case you are not familiar with
it, Lucy's Meadow is next to Ted Ellis Walk. Each
year the Parish Council pays for the Meadow to be
cut, but we rely on volunteers to clear away the
cuttings. This year, it took five of us a full morning
to clear the site.

The reason we clear the cuttings is to make sure the
nutrients from the dead plants are not absorbed into
the soil. Wild flowers like impoverished soil, so we
don't want to enrich it with cuttings. The wild
flowers are the basis for insect life, and the insects
are the bottom of the food chain for birds and small
rodents. These in turn fall prey to larger predators
such as foxes, Barn owls and herons. So it is
important that we manage this area properly in order
to encourage diversity.
The Parish Council also maintains the larger water
meadows between Ted Ellis Walk and the path from
Blackthorn Drive. This has proved more problematic
this year. Our contractor was not able to cut the
meadows with a flail mower as the machine sank
into the grass. We are therefore looking to a different
contractor to carry out the work and will need more
than five volunteers to help clear the cuttings off site.
You may have seen that the Dereham side of the
meadows has been cut and cleared. The clearance
was undertaken by a conservation group, whose
members come from across the county. Sadly, only
three of the volunteers who helped to clear Lucy's
Meadow are from Scarning. So it would be nice to
find more local help.
If you are interested in helping with the clearance
work or with any of the other tasks we undertake on
the meadows, please contact the parish clerk on the
details below.
Nick Hartley
scarningclerk@btinternet.com
01362 687492
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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Through The
Garden Gate
Weather Lore:Thunder in November, a fertile year to come.
hope so, with sumptuous foliage, eclectic
colour, style and fragrance for the coming year.
IOfsincerely
course, now is a good time to be thinking about
what you can achieve in your garden for next year.
We have been spending many weeks splitting and
moving plants to achieve variety, colour and shape
in the garden. We have been planting trees and
shrubs and can continue to do so whilst the soil is
warm.
Winter flowering pansies are my hubby’s favourite
as they provide autumnal colour through to winter.
Such sweet little individual faces on each plant,
bobbing about in an array of colours from bright
yellows, blues, dark purples and deep reds and
sometimes a mixture of all, herald a bright splash of
colour on the dullest of days.
I feel that, apart from my acers, autumnal colours
have been slow to show themselves. But, what a
treat for things to come.
Last year we waited patiently for our ‘Liquid
Amber’ to pull out all the stops, with its reds as rich
as glowing embers. But the high
winds took the leaves and placed
a magical carpet beneath its
boughs. So, now we are waiting,
as its colours change daily,
especially as the light changes.
It’s a magnificent tree, but large.
We have been planting bulbs of
all varieties, ready to bloom from
early spring to May. Daffodils
come in many shapes, sizes,
colours and fragrance, narcissus
too. Snowdrops are our first to
show and when I see these I think
HOPE. There are hundreds of
varieties and enthusiasts will
collect and sell their wares from
£30-£800 and more. By the way,
there is a Snowdrop called ‘Corinne!’

longer flowering time. Stagger planting will also do
this. Tulips can be planted during November, so if
you plant weekly, you will have a succession of
colour.
One of my favourite pastimes, is Flower Arranging.
Towards mid November/December I will be teaching
classes on how to make Christmas Wreaths. So I’m
busy collecting cones, cobnut, seed heads, twigs,
feathers and anything natural I can use in my
wreaths. If you walk the countryside, the hedgerows
offer a menu fit for Christmas door wreaths. There
are berries galore, which I pick nearer the time.
Usually the holly berries disappears first, eaten by
the birds which then move on to the cotoneaster.
Hubby adores this plant, so consequently, we have an
array of berries to chose from - yellows, reds and
orange.
Jobs happening in my garden include peony tidying.
Cut the stems and clear the dead leaves. If this isn’t
done until spring, the risk of peony wilt is high....be
careful of any new buds and mulch to protect.
I have nearly finished cutting the shrub roses right
back, trimming ramblers, then I need to sort a few
climbers. One seems to have disappeared under an
early flowering clematis, which I forgot to cut back
in early spring after flowering. I will leave this now,
until the clematis has finished flowering next spring,
and cut both back. This particular rose is still in
flower, so I probably will get later blooms.
We will bring our pots into our sheds to house for the
winter. My potted agapanthus hate to be cold and
wet, so they must come in, along with many
hydrangeas to protect from frosts. We will also
cover with fleece the pots we cannot move. I'm
hoping the frosts don’t hang about like earlier this
year.
Mulching is a great protector of
plants as well as nourishment, so
horse manure is being placed all
over the garden for the winter. We
will keep cutting the lawns and
edges as often as the weather
allows, along with continual
weeding and dead heading those
lovely flowers still blooming.
In due course we will be raking
leaves off the lawns, but we have
yet to enjoy the awesome
autumnal colour.
This is a sample of a wreath I
demonstrate in my classes. If you
would like to learn and join me,
please email me for details.
Happy Gardening.

Planting your pots will bring a delightful splash of
colour. Try layering, with earliest flowering iris, then
daffodils and lastly tulips. Layering will give you a

Corinne Steward
07881 691899
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com

27 Oct 2021
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W

hat a wonderful Autumn term we have had so
far! Both our returning and new children have
settled in fantastically well and have had great fun
making new friends and exploring the setting. We
have been discussing the change in season,
collecting Autumn treasures and using them to
create artwork. The children have had great fun
getting messy and experimenting with Autumn
coloured paints.

We have been able to
harvest some of our
home grown vegetables
from our planting area.
The children enjoyed
picking some carrots and
using them to bake some
delicious carrot cakes!

rittany Reeve was born in Scarning and went to
Dereham Church First, Dereham Church Middle
and then Neatherd High School. She got a first class
honours degree at Lincoln and works as a Primary
school teacher in a Norwich school.

B

She writes - “I
began writing this
story during my
first year of
university in
between studying
my primary
education degree
course. Then,
during my first
year of teaching
after qualifying, I
decided I wanted
to publish my
book.
I see on a daily
basis, the joy
children get from
hearing stories
and the importance of story books for young children
and therefore I was so proud that I could self publish
my very own children’s book.
The book involves rhyming text and thumb print
characters and allows the children to get involved
within the story by using the clues to work out who
the cake eating thief is! I hope that children enjoy
this book as much as I did writing and creating it.”
The Muffin Mystery is her first book for children.

We thank all our families
who supported our
Halloween Fundraiser, helping us to raise money to
carry out planned works on our garden area.

At the bottom of a very steep hill stood an amazing
bakery! However, something very strange keeps
happening… Can YOU help solve this sweet
mystery?

Emma Dawson
em_lou_dawson@yahoo.co.uk

The book is available from Amazon for £6.99.
Instagram – @BrittanyReeveAuthor

27 Oct 2021
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A2C
Advertising

To

Charity

The
Dirty
Donkey

ricilla Bacon Lodge received the most votes
during last month, thanks to everyone who sent
in their emails.

P

During November, we have the choice of the
following;
Revitalise
This charity provides respite care in a holiday setting
for disabled people and their carers. They run 3
holiday centres in Essex, Southampton and
Southport, where short breaks can be relaxing,
however they also offer trips and activities, all in a
worry-free environment.
Big C
Norfolk's cancer charity, raising money so that
people with cancer can be treated locally at
Gorleston, Yarmouth, King's Lynn and Norwich. It
also helps towards buying equipment for our
hospitals and providing funding towards research at
the Norfolk Research Park.
The Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability.
A person is admitted to hospital with a head injury
once every 3 minutes in the UK. At the Royal
Hospital for Neuro-disability many patients are
learning to cope with a disability due to an accident,
a brain injury like a stroke, or because they have a
neurological condition like Huntington's disease.
This national charity is independent of the NHS and
provides specialist assessments, rehabilitation and
long-term care, alongside additional therapies,
offering hope and emotional support for patients and
their families.

Pub
Quiz
Click here to go to the
questions on Page 6

1. The Shining
2. Animals – recipients have included dogs, cats,
pigeons and horses.
3. Headingley, Leeds
4. George V in 1932
5. Jerome K Jerome
6. A lodge
7. The lower edge of the bar is 8 feet from the
ground.
8. Starfish
9. Dirt, refuse, rubbish
10. Newfoundland, and Labrador retriever
11. Snakes – both highly venomous
12. James 1
13. The Pacific
14. Augusta, Georgia
15. The Banks family
16. Iceland
17. Cricket
18. Doctor Crippen – he was wanted for the
murder of his wife
19. October
20. Eggs – after claiming that most British eggs
were infected with salmonella

So, three very worthwhile charities again this month.
Without your votes, your preferred charity could be
missing out on our Beacon donation, so email us
now before you forget. Every vote counts!

Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Marc Allum
www.Scarning.Info
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Friday
th
19 Nov
7.30 pm
onwards
The
Dirty
Scarning
Donkey
Village Hall
The Dirty Donkey Do
What is it?
Itʼs not a pub quiz, and itʼs not a fund raiser.
Itʼs not good for the roses - youʼre thinking of donkey doo doos.
Well, what is it then?
Itʼs a monthly “do” where you can have a chin wag with your
friends and neighbours.
Itʼs a “bring your own” event where you supply your own
refreshments - beer, wine, lemonade, nibbles or whatever else
you want. Teas & coffees plus crisps & nuts will be for sale.
Itʼs “free entry” - all we ask is for you to bring some cash for
raffle tickets to pay for the hire of the hall.
Itʼs from 7.30 onwards - no need to “book” - just turn up when
you want and leave when you like.
Itʼs in Scarning Village Hall on the third Friday of each month.
The rest is up to you…!

The Dirty Donkey Do
27 Oct 2021

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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Your Village Hall
carning Village Hall is now very much open to the
S
public again and, with its excellent facilities and
attention to detail, is a welcoming environment for
everyone.
Our new extended kitchen with dishwasher,
microwave, oven and hob, a large fridge and serving
hatch, together with small meeting room and spacious
main hall makes this an ideal venue for informal
gatherings, parties, celebrations etc.
We are pleased to announce that with the added facility
of WiFi, shortly to be installed, this will open the doors
for business meetings, seminars and other
presentations, courses etc.
The bookings diary is now getting busy as we head
towards Christmas so if you would like further
information on the facilities available or would wish to
hire our newly refurbished Hall, please contact Nick
Hartley, the Bookings Clerk, whose details are given
below.
The Trust looks forward to welcoming you.

Scarning
remembered

Contacts:
Bookings

Nick Hartley
01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com

Secretary

Sonia Lee
07795 807967
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com

Scarning
Christmas
Craft Fair
With cakes, vegetables, Christmas wreaths, tombola,
fun and games, raffle and plenty of craft stalls
displaying local talent and wares.
Beautiful knitted dog coats, jewellery, handmade gifts,
cushions, preserves/pickles, manicures, cards
to name but a few.
Scarning Art Club will also be displaying
paintings and art for sale.
You will find a gift for that special person in your life.

Refreshments in the Village Hall
Visit the Bell Tower

Scarning Church
10 am - 2 pm

Saturday 4th Dec
All funds raised will be for Scarning Church

27 Oct 2021
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The Cod Liver Oil and Orange Juice Generation

A

t this time of year when I am out walking and
see rose hips I always feel a bit nostalgic.

When we were primary school
children just after the war, we
used to pick rosehips to take
into school. They were
collected up and sent off to be
processed and bottled as
rosehip syrup. It must have
happened in every primary
school in Scotland and I guess
in Scarning too.
Post war kids were deemed to be low in nutrition as
so many foods were still rationed. I think we were
given other supplements too..
Do any of you remember the Cod Liver Oil, “Virol”
(Malt Extract), NHS Orange Juice and National
Dried Milk in those round silver and blue tins????
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
www.Scarning.Info
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Who's Hoo? - Who were the Hoos of Scarning?
he first of the Hoos to live in the village was
T
Richard Hoo. He and his family lived at Northen
Hall, the site of which is off Dereham Road between
Hill Rise and Podmore Lane. The hall was
demolished in the 18th century, but the Hoos were
much earlier occupants.
Richard Hoo lived through the reign of Henry VIII.
He was living in the village at the same time as the
Seckars, one of whom, William, was to found the
village school in 1604. At his death in 1569, Hoo
was buried in Scarning, as was his wife ten years
before him.
After the Dissolution, Hoo
took advantage of the sale of
monasterial properties to
increase his landholdings.
The manor of Northen Hall
(also known as Northend
Hall) had previously
belonged to the abbots of
nearby Wendling Abbey, but
was passed by the King to
Robert Hogan, who sold it to
Richard Hoo and his oldest
son, Thomas.
At that time Thomas Hoo
was in his early twenties and
living in Burnham Overy.
Thomas, like his father, was
a great landowner and held
land in Holkham, Warham
and Wighton, as well as
Burnham Overy, which at
that time was an important
port for goods and trade. It
was at Burnham Overy that
Nelson learned to sail.
Hoo was trained in the law
and was notoriously litigious. There are more than
200 records of his lawsuits in the National Archives.
He even went to law with his own family. When his
mother died, he engaged in protracted litigation over
the terms of the property she had left.
In the summer of 1552, he arranged the marriage of
his two brothers to his wife's sisters. When his wife
died in Scarning in December 1552, the agreement
was broken, leading to a prolonged lawsuit that
lasted over a decade.
27 Oct 2021
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A year later, Hoo supported Mary I in the Succession
Crisis. The nailing of his colours to the Catholic mast
may have been his undoing. In 1559, he wrote to his
father that he had moved house and sent for his new
wife and children, saying that his 'new life was less
dangerous' and that he was determined to live for two
years as a dead man 'so that malicious tongues' might
be silenced. A few years earlier, his friends were
forced to make official pledges for his good
behaviour on pain of a £20 fine.
After his father's death, Thomas assumed the
ownership of Northen Hall. By then, he was married
to his second wife and had a son, Richard and three
daughters.
The son, Richard, was nine when his father died in
1572. He inherited his father's wealth. In October
1595, at the ripe old age of thirty three, Richard Hoo
married Alice Tirrell from Ashill. The marriage
produced two daughters, Elizabeth, who was
baptised in Scarning church in the summer of 1597
and Roberta, who was born in Scarning two years
later.
Roberta married Francis
Steward, one of the younger
sons of John Steward of
Braughing in Hertfordshire.
Her oldest son, Hoo
Steward, born in 1621,
became a bencher at Grey's
Inn.
The other daughter,
Elizabeth, married John
Games, whose father, Sir
John Games, owned Newton
House in Breconshire,
Wales. The Games family
was one of the most
prominent in the area and
held extensive estates.
Elizabeth gave birth to two
sons. One, Edward, died
within twelve hours of his
birth. Against the east wall
of the chancel at Scarning is
a small marble tablet with an
effigy of a sleeping child, its
head resting on a skull. The tablet records the death
of the child, Edward, noting the 'cruel fate that robdst
a doleful mother of her deare hopes.'
The other child was named Hoo. When Richard Hoo
died 'patron and vicarius of Scarning' in June 1629,
Hoo Games and Roberta Steward were his heirs.
It was the end of a long Who's who of Hoos.
Nick Hartley
nicklouise.hartley@btinternet
01362 687492
www.Scarning.Info
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RE

duce
use
I
cycle

5 More Top Tips:

• Rather than throwing
fruit and veg that is
past its best in the bin,
why not compost
them? This can be done
in any garden, large or
small. Not only does it
save rotting food going
to landfill, and adding
to the methane gas
problem, it will give
you wonderful fertiliser for your garden. But it's not
just fruit and veg that can go in your compost bin.
Cardboard (such as egg cartons), coffee grounds, egg
shells and plastic free tea bags can also go in. Some
companies are now send out magazines and other
items in compostable packaging which can go
straight into your compost bins. (Some of it looks
like plastic so check the small print, you may be
surprised!)

am
wondering
about
organising a community walk
for New Year’s Day, probably in the
morning. This would be about an hour’s
walk starting within the village, so 3-4
miles, with the possibility of finishing
with a tot of sherry (for the adults) and a
mince pie.
The aim is for a meet up and chat, have
some fresh air, and get those New Year
resolutions off to a positive start. You
never know, maybe it could even become
an annual event.
So if you know of any pretty walks (with
hopefully some firm
ground in case it's a
wet winter) that would
suit most walkers, feel free to email me
some suggestions via scarningbeacon@gmail.com.

• Switch to LED light bulbs. Not only do they last
longer, they also use less power, saving your pocket
too.
• Use your microwave more, just not for ready
meals! The microwave is far more energy efficient
than conventional ovens
• If you have a big celebration coming up, or have
lost a loved one, why don't you plant a tree or create
a wildflower garden to celebrate or in their memory.
This is far more beneficial to the planet than the
releasing of balloons or lanterns. These are not only
littering but can have disastrous consequences to
wildlife.
• Fireworks! These are also technically littering.
Some parts will degrade but the cone tops are plastic.
Please think twice before buying your own, not just
for the littering side but also the noise. Fireworks
scare wildlife and can disrupt hibernation and
migration. Why not attend a public event instead of
buying your own.
And finally........
Please, please, please check
your bonfires for hibernating hedgehogs
Laura Steward
laurasbj@googlemail.com
27 Oct 2021
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If you visit the village website,
(scarning.info) there is a selection of
fourteen local walks, created by
Walkers Are Welcome, three of
which pass through Scarning.
There is also some information on Norfolk Trails
created by Norfolk County Council for those happy
to go further afield.
To find out more read next month's Beacon, and
hopefully see several of you on the day. New Year’s
Day - it’s easy to remember!
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ClareJonessss@Hotmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
ince I wrote in last month’s Beacon our two new bell
ringers have progressed well and are enjoying
Wednesday evenings. In due course we will be looking
for more new entrants but for the time being we will give
our two existing learners time to settle in, and we have the
Christmas season fast approaching, which always seems
to complicate things. But if you were thinking about
having a go before and didn’t quite get round to it, feel
free to get in touch and I’ll put you down for the New
Year. Talking of which, after the New Year when some of
you are thinking about getting back in shape and maybe
renewing that gym membership, don’t forget that bell
ringing is good exercise, costs next to nothing, and is
much better fun. Just saying…

S

ou may be aware that Scarning Parish Council
Y
have been organising a Speed Watch Group. I
can now report that Scarning Speed Watch is
progressing well.
We have 12 volunteers but welcome any new
volunteers particularly from the Draytonhall Lane
end of the village.
I will be meeting with a representative from Norfolk
Constabulary on the 28th October, when sites for the
speed watch will be assessed for their suitability.
We are only able to carry out speed watch in 40 and
30 mph areas so this does restrict us somewhat.
Once the assessment has been completed the police
will provide all volunteers with comprehensive
training prior to handing over the speed watch
equipment.
If you do want to get involved please contact me. A
short application form will need to be completed and
submitted to the police for approval. You can
commit as much or as little time as you want, helping
with speed watch, when we are up and running.

On 30th October we are planning to ring, with the
encouragement of Bishop Graham, in support of the
environment and awareness of climate change. This is just
before the COP26 summit begins in Glasgow. By the time
you read this we will already have done it, and it will
have been circulated on social media. There has been
some questioning of this in certain quarters because whilst
bell ringers do ring for civic rather than religious reasons
on occasion, they don’t ring for anything that could be
construed as political. However the consensus seems to be
that this is something that goes beyond politics and should
not be contentious. So as things stand we will ring,
particularly as our bishop has requested it, and if you
heard bells on Saturday 30th October you will know what
it was for.

Cathy Geary
Speed Watch Co-ordinator
07841 261997
cathygeary66@gmail.com

The next thing coming up will be ringing for
Remembrance Sunday. Many of you will know that for
solemn occasions such as this we usually ring ‘half
muffled’. This means that a padded leather cup is fitted to
one side of each clapper so that you get one normal bell
note followed by a muted one that sounds a bit like an
echo. It’s a beautiful sound. If you are coming to the
service on the 14th November, try to arrive in good time
and you can listen to the ringing, which will be from
10.30 until 10.50.

Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers
￼

27 Oct 2021
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connected to a multiway socket. The clockwork
motor is not working as the spring is either broken or
not properly engaging. Included in the box were
leads intended to connect to another electronic valve
based instrument which I don’t have.

What’s In The Box?
n last month’s Beacon I wrote that the internet,
computers and mobile phones were increasingly
being used to listen to what we previously referred to
as radio broadcasts of news, music etc. and hinted
that this month it would be something different.

I

Over the years that I have been collecting radios
other electronic instruments have come my way. One
day some years
ago this rather sad
looking box came
as part of a small
collection of
meters all housed
in magnificent
mahogany boxes.
I was surprised
and mystified by
the contents, what
could this clever piece of clockwork driven
machinery be?
I later found out that I had a Fultograph Receiver, a
rare but incomplete example of an early form of
facsimile (Fax) machine which dates from 1928/9.
On the left in the view below can be seen a metal
drum on which an electrosensitive paper is intended
to be attached with a clip. The drum rotation is
powered via an electric clutch by the large wind up
clockwork motor below the chassis. The stylus
through which an electrical marking signal is passed
to the recording paper is traversed across the length
of the drum via an extremely fine screw thread on the
rotating shaft. The wiring which is in a poor state is

The system was designed to attach to an ordinary
radio set in place of the loudspeaker and to produce
pictures on paper soaked in potassium iodide and
starch. The electric current released the iodine which
initially would be purple but then turn brown. At the
transmitter a transparent picture would be scanned
with a light source and photocell to produce a
sequence of audio pulses. To complete the system a
box housing a single valve acting as a rectifier and a
relay would have been needed.

History
Captain Otho Fulton (1866/7-1938) applied for
patents for this system in 1927 and set up Wireless
Pictures (1928) Ltd to manufacture and market the
system. The receiving system was very expensive
(£22.15 shillings for this one in its oak box or over
£1400 today!), although the BBC supported it with
experimental transmissions between 1928 and 1931.
When they ended it, anyone who had saved up to
buy themselves a Fultograph was effectively left
with a basically useless machine. The firm only
lasted a few years and was eventually eclipsed by the
advent of television.
This remarkable invention was the forerunner of the
Fax machines which came to the fore some 20 years
later. If this has whetted your interest just Google
‘Fultograph’ and you will find a wealth of images
and information about this long forgotten piece of
technology.
Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK

27 Oct 2021
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T

The Beacon

on't worry, this photo isn't of the beacon being
stolen! It's merely being carefully removed ready
for refurbishment and then re-erecting back in the layby, ready for next year's Platinum Jubilee celebrations.

D

The beacon has been in place for nearly thirty years you can read about its history on the village website and is in remarkably good condition considering its
age, but will have a spruce-up and a steel post
(generously supplied by GT Bunning of Gressenhall)
to replace the old wooden one.
The adjacent tree is also thirty years old, and has
overgrown the beacon, so the beacon will be moved to
a new location in the central area of the lay-by. This
will make it more visible - the whole point of a
beacon! - but without disturbing the tree.
This should all happen in the next few weeks, and the
beacon will be back in place ready for the lighting
ceremony on June 2nd 2022.
27 Oct 2021
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Scarning WI Craft Day
n Saturday 16th October 30 WI friends joined us
for a day of crafting. We had six different craft
to try. Card making, appliqué shopping bag,
embroidered book mark, scrabble coaster, paper
folded angel and a Christmas bobble hat.

O

We stopped for a two course lunch at 12.30pm and
after tea and coffee continued with our crafting. We
later drew tickets for the raffle. Everyone enjoyed the
day and hopefully we shall repeat our craft day next
year.
Our next meeting at the village hall is 24th November
at 7.30. Part of the meeting will be our AGM
followed by a talk from The Dereham Food Bank.
Linda Jones (President)
01362 288742
jones.lynn@tiscali.co.uk
www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

ovember a year ago was a month of lockdown.
At the time of writing, we await news from the
Government about possible restrictions in the light
of the increasing infection rates. We will need to
take personal responsibility for our mask wearing
and social distancing as
we try and keep safe and
protect others.

N

including future generations. To offer hope in the
world we need to have confidence that those in
power understand the vital role they have to play at
the Glasgow COP26.
November always has a more reflective feel about it.
It is the month when the first sight of winter is
glimpsed and when the trees shed their autumnal
leaves. Gale force winds often bring down branches
followed by cold clear skies and wonderful fresh
clean air as nature prunes itself. Then there are the
less welcome foggy days that mark out November.
The Victorian poet Thomas Hood put it this way:
No sun — no moon!
No morn — no noon —
No dawn — no dusk — no
proper time of day.

November also heralds
the start of COP26 (31st
October – 12th
November) when nations
will come together to
work out practical
solutions to climate
change. In September UK
religious leader prepared
and signed the ‘Glasgow
Multi-Faith Declaration
for COP26’ to:

No warmth, no
cheerfulness, no healthful
ease,
No comfortable feel in
any member —
No shade, no shine, no
butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no
leaves, no birds! —
November!

remind governments of
their commitments made
in Paris in 2015 to limit
global warming to 1.5
degrees, and of Article 17
of the Universal
Declaration on Bioethics
and Human Rights to
protect the environment,
the biosphere and
biodiversity.

Cheerful soul was
Thomas Hood!

We call upon them to take
the urgent action needed to avert the loss, damage,
and forced migration threatened by climate change.
We look to governments to work together and with
others to create a positive vision for 2050 where
addressing climate change is not just an opportunity
to stop burning fossil fuels, but also: to achieve
cleaner air and water; to reduce food wastage; to
ensure a just and equitable sharing of the earth’s
resources; and to protect the habitats we share with
all other life on whose health we also depend.

In the gloom there is
always light and hope.
The month starts with All
Saints Day, the yearly
celebration of women and
men in whose lives the
grace of God has been
seen powerfully at work.
The month concludes this
year on Advent Sunday
when candles are lit in the dark in defiance of evil
and hopelessness. Advent looks to the return of Jesus
and prepares us for Christmas when we celebrate
God with us in all our earthly messiness. There are
special Advent Services at Shipdham and Dereham
on Advent Sunday evening – do join us in
celebrating the Light of Jesus in a dark world.

Across our doctrinal and political differences, we
know that we must change our ways to ensure a
quality of life which all can share, and we need to
provide hope for people of all ages, everywhere,

Rev Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
01362 694107
TeamRector.Dereham@GMail.Com
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

27 Oct 2021
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Sorginaritzaga
Forest, Oakwood of
Witches, Burgete

Beacon Abroad
The Road to Santiago de Compostela
he route from Roncesvalles to Santiago follows
the Camino Frances (French way). It is the most
popular route which thousands of pilgrims embark
upon every year when travelling to Compostela de
Santiago. The route passes through nine different
provinces of Spain and is steeped in medieval
history, religion, breath taking scenery and
wonderfully kind people. Roncesvalles (also known
in Basque as Orrega) is approximately 1000m above
sea level, and is located in the Neverre province of

T

northern Spain.
began walking the first section of the French way
from Roncesvalles with my friend Chris Reynolds,
heading for Zubiri (500m above sea level) a walk of
13.5miles. You leave Roncesvalles along a gravel
path which runs parallel with NR35. The path soon
turns to solid ground before reaching the
Sorginaritzaga Forest, Burguete. The route was easy
to navigate following clearly defined yellow arrow
way markers and scallop shells. Walking was quite
strenuous at times with very long steep descents and
very steep ascents, with stretches of easy walking
through meadowland.

It is interesting to
note that Ernest
Hemingway stayed
in Burguete in 1924
and 1925 where he
went on trout
fishing trips on the Irati River as described in his
novel ‘The Sun Also Rises’. Apparently there is a
Hemingway trail in northern Spain.
The track leads you through several small villages,
Espinal, Bizkareta, and Lintzoain before reaching the
top of Erro, where you have a 275m descent into
Zubiri. This is quite demanding and dangerous, and
each step has to be measured with caution, especially
when carrying a back pack. This is when you realise
the importance of having a walking stick. A lot of
people suffer injuries on this stretch as a
consequence of walking over loose stones that
become dislodged causing people to stumble and fall.

I

It was eerily spooky walking through the
Sorginaritzaga Forest, also known as the Oakwood of
Witches. In the 17th century the forest was host to a
number of witches’ covens. Those found guilty of
practising witchcraft, mainly woman, were burned at
the stake. As you walk through the forest you come
to a white cross, apparently erected by the church to
purify the surrounding area.
27 Oct 2021
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Steep descent leading down to the town of Zubiri
We arrived in Zubiri late afternoon and managed to
get ourselves a bed at The Albergue Peregrinos,
Municipal. A 52 bedded dormitory unit with cooking
and laundry facilities, at a cost of 6 euros for the
night. This place was only available to pilgrims
walking the Camino and you have to show your
pilgrim’s passport as proof in order to acquire a bed.
Zuburi is a small town with a two restaurants and
two bars and very quaint houses. As you enter Zubiri
you walk across a beautiful bridge over the river
Arga. A memorable day walking. Buen Camino.
To be continued....
Tom Thompson
07519 772312
Tom.Thompson9@Hotmail.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Curious Creatures
Pacman frogs or American Horned frog.
he name Pacman comes from the 1980s video
game Pac Man, as their mouths resemble the
character in the game.

T

These frogs thrive in warm, humid environments
and are native to South America. In the wild they
spend most of their time hiding beneath the damp
leaf litter of dense forests and rainforests. If their
environment becomes too dry, they bury themselves
and wait for rains to come.

An ideal home would be a ten gallon glass tank.
Provide a large shallow water dish as a Pacman can
drown in deep water, and a UVB bulb would keep
the temperature at 81degrees. To keep the humidity
between 60%-70% the tank must be misted with
water twice a day.
Pacmans are relatively inactive, They are beautiful
and entertaining pets, but they have no desire to be
handled. Handling a Pacman frog is very stressful
for it and may result in illness as their skin is very
sensitive.
Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

The
Dirty
Donkey

The
Dirty
Donkey
Do

he very first Dirty Donkey Do was held last
month and was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone
who attended.

T
Pacman frogs are amphibians that are common in the
pet trade - their life span is six to ten years and they
grow up to eight inches in size. Pacman frogs are
programmed to snap at anything that comes by their
mouths. They have big triangular shaped teeth - so
take care that you are not mistakenly bitten. It is
always safest to feed your frog with tongs, just in
case. This behaviour has earned the Pacman the label
of being vicious and aggressive. This is not always
true, they are just instinctually grabby hunters but I
must admit my female Pacman frog Cabbage is a
force to be reckoned with and is very grumpy.
Frogs shed their skin - they crunch up into an
uncomfortable crouching position, and then puff up
to try to loosen the skin. They may well convulse,
swiping at their eyes or body with their feet, sliding
the old skin off the body. As the skin is shed, they
sometimes eat it!

More details are on Page 14 but it is essentially a
“pop-up pub” style event where you can socialise
with your friends and neighbours over a glass or two.
Unlike a pub though, you need to bring your own
drinks, but that also means you have full choice of
tipple, and probably at lower prices than a real pub!
Teas & coffees will be sold, along with a limited
selection of crisps and peanuts and, along with a
small raffle, all the proceeds go to pay for the hire of
the Village Hall.
Like a pub, there is no entry fee and you can arrive
and leave whenever you like, so feel free to just pop
in to just say hello if you’re short of time, or stay
longer if you can.

Pacman frogs are insectivores. They enjoy eating
crickets, locusts, cockroaches and occasional
mealworms, and small fish and need feeding every
two to three days. Pacman frogs need Vitamin D and
calcium which should be dusted on their food every
meal time.

The Dirty Donkey Do is a regular event - on the third
Friday of each month - with the next one being
November 19th, followed by a Christmas special on
the 17th December. Put the dates in your diary, and
hope to see you there!

27 Oct 2021
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Coffee Morning
t was so nice to see friends and neighbours
chatting and enjoying themselves at the October
Coffee Morning after the difficult time we have all
experienced during the past 19 months.
Considerable care is taken to ensure that the Hall is
adequately ventilated by opening windows and doors
and tables strategically placed to give everyone
plenty of space.

I

The litter pickers took to the streets during the
morning and joined us for coffee and bacon butties
on their return. Their efforts to keep Scarning
looking refreshingly clean and welcoming were very
much appreciated. We ask that everyone acts
responsibly and takes their litter home or disposes of
it in the bins provided. The natural world is in crisis
please play your part in taking care of our planet.
We hope we
can look
forward to
your
company on
6th
November please join us
and meet up
with friends
over a cuppa.

on the wall to be filled, I am sure you will find a gift for
your husband/wife or that special person in your life. So
much talent in the village and surrounding area - a great
opportunity for it to be seen.
All funds raised will be for Scarning Church.

Just imagine the aroma of delicious bacon sizzling on
the grill or a lunch-time turkey roll with all the
trimmings to get you in the mood for Christmas. If
that doesn’t foot the bill how about a nice strong cup
of tea/coffee and a delicious slice of cake or mince
pie to tempt those tastebuds?
A reminder that Charles Hewson will have his trailer
positioned outside the Hall during Coffee Mornings
so please bring your newspapers, magazines etc. for
recycling.
We look forward to seeing you for what we hope will
be an exciting and successful day - the start of what
we hope will be an enjoyable beginning to Scarning’s
Christmas celebrations.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com

Scarnin
g
Tennis
he Autumn evenings have set in so much, that
now our Thursday evenings are no longer until
the springtime. But the free sessions on a Sunday
morning will continue throughout the winter, weather
(and covid) permitting.

T
A note for the diary - SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER - A
combined Coffee Morning/Christmas Craft Fair. This
year we will be reverting back to having the stalls in
Scarning Church with refreshments in the Hall opposite.
This will give everyone the opportunity to browse those
Christmas gifts in comfort and then meet socially for
refreshments in a spacious and relaxed atmosphere.
With cakes, vegetables, Christmas wreaths, tombola, fun
and games, raffle and plenty of craft stalls displaying local
talent and wares - beautiful knitted dog coats, jewellery,
handmade gifts, cushions, preserves/pickles to name but a
few - I am sure there will be something for everyone.
Scarning Art Club will also be displaying paintings and
art completed throughout the year so, if you have a space
27 Oct 2021
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So if you fancy a brisk bit of exercise, whether for
half an hour or the full 10-12 session, then come
along.
We have a range of ages from teenagers to 70, with a
range of skill set too, just mix in and play with
whoever else turns up.
No two sessions are the same and we're a friendly
bunch. And it's all free!
Clare Jones
07889 077396
ScarningTennis@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Rally Around
Renting a Rally Car
allying was an expensive hobby, and once
R
children came along I had a period where I no
longer drove. I would navigate for other drivers, help
organise events and marshal but rarely go out and
watch. I only ever wanted to be fully involved. We
had a new member join SCCON, my local club, Nick
Chapman. He was a well known navigator who had
enjoyed a lot of success over in Derbyshire on the
narrow moorland roads with several different drivers,
and had come to work in Norfolk for one year. A guy
near Wisbech had started to rent out fairly standard
Nova GTEs just for rallies. These were prepared to a
basic standard with all the safety equipment, mildly
tuned engines, uprated suspension and good brakes.
To cut a long story short I was persuaded to rent one
and go with Nick to do the Drystone Rally in
Derbyshire. The deal was that I paid a hire fee and a
£2000 deposit which I would get back if the car was
undamaged…
Nick and I did a small local 12 car event in my Sierra
to get used to one another and that went well so on
the day of the event we trundled over to the Fens to
collect the Nova. The owner had it on the ramp and I
was able to satisfy myself that everything looked OK
before leaving. Nick and I made our way to
Mansfield for the start.
Scrutineering was uneventful
and Nick got to work plotting
the route on the maps an hour
before our start time. We were
seeded in the top 10, but I had
no knowledge of what would
turn out to be very tight twisty
roads in between very solid
drystone walls, so I was a little
nervous as to how well we
would do against the locals who all knew the roads.
Nick however was well organised, came from Derby
and was obviously well respected by all the others. It
turned out he had won the event a couple of years
previously so I was reassured that I was in safe
hands.
There was quite a long run out to the start of the
competitive sections and I was used to the Nova by
the time we were off. I relaxed into the event and
determined to push as hard as I could. Nick’s map
calling was excellent, very precise and in a good
rhythm, encouraging me to push the little GTE to its
limits. We used the many tight roads over High Peak
as well as some fast open moorland roads and tracks.
I was encouraged as we caught and quickly passed
an Escort RS2000 (cars start at 1 minute intervals)
and I felt really confident. The small and nimble
Vauxhall was just like a grown up Mini Cooper S but
faster and I loved driving it hard. We caught and
passed another car on an open moorland road then
braked hard into a very tight right leading through a

Rufous Bushchat
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farmyard which was very narrow. As I braked hard
again and swung the wheel left we just ploughed
straight on into an open barn!! I thought the steering
had broken! As I hit the wheel in frustration it fell off
into my lap!
I really could not believe that we hadn’t hit anything,
but I realised what had happened, I pulled the horn
push off, found the big nut, pushed the wheel back
on and did the nut up as tight as I could with my
fingers, reversed out and carried on. My heart was
pounding and Nick just looked white! I really was
shaken, only moments before we had been doing in
excess of 100mph passing another competitor and
then I had no steering. The adrenaline was flowing
and I was very focussed. Every time we came to a
control and stopped I was checking that ******* nut,
but I didn’t have a large enough spanner to tighten it
fully. We finally reached the halfway petrol halt and I
was able to borrow an adjustable spanner and tighten
it fully. I was cursing the guy who had provided the
car and checked everything I could in the few
minutes we had to spare.
Nick came back to the car and asked if I was ok?
“Right” he said, “We need to concentrate now”. I
said, “Don’t worry, I want to get this car back in one
piece, then I am going to wrap the steering wheel
around that so and so’s neck” At this point Nick told
me to just keep up the same pace for the rest of the
event as were were sharing the lead with the car
immediately behind us and we just needed to finish
in front of him to win outright.
We started the second half of
the event much as we had the
first, The Nova really was a
lovely little car to drive, not so
good going uphill as it wasn’t
that powerful but on the open
moorland roads it was quite
quick and handled very well
on the downhill bits. Our
rivals, the Pashley brothers,
were also in a similar Nova, but as they were running
behind us we couldn’t keep an eye on their times so I
just had to push as hard as I could. Eventually we
came to a rough unsurfaced track downhill into a
ford, very bumpy and narrow with drystone walls
and as I braked hard into the water the bottom ball
joint on the front right suspension snapped and the
car stopped, jammed in the ford. The vehicle was
immoveable even once 3 or 4 other competitors had
tried to manhandle it out of the way. We were out of
the event and faced a long drive home on the back of
an AA truck.
Ordinarily I should have paid the hire car owner for
the damage to the suspension and the wing that got
buckled extracting the Nova from the ford, however
he was so embarrassed that he hadn’t done the
steering wheel nut up correctly that I never got a bill
from him…
Neil Parsons
e11snp@icloud.com
www.Scarning.Info
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Cookery
Corner
Using Pumpkins and Squashes
At this time of the year there are lots of varieties
around. I always feel it is such a waste to throw
away the flesh from pumpkins that are carved for
lanterns. The carving pumpkins may not have the
flavour of types like Butternut but with the addition
of some herbs or spices make good sauces and soups.
Pumpkin flesh can be made into muffins, pies and
pickles too….so very versatile. Maybe best of all
roasted with other root veg and garlic.
Creamy Pumpkin Pasta
2 tblsp oil
1 finely chopped onion
2 garlic cloves crushed
500 gms squash or pumpkin peeled and cut into 3cm
cubes.
50-100 mls whole milk (to adjust consistency of
sauce)
2 tbls tomato puree
2 tbls cream cheese
350 gms short pasta
40 gms grated parmesan or strong cheddar
1. Heat oil in a large shallow pan and fry onion until
golden, adding garlic about 3 or 4 minutes before
the end of the frying.
2. Cook pumpkin in boiling salted water for 10-15
mins until tender to the point of a knife. Drain
well.
3. Blitz with 50mls milk and onions until mix coats
back of spoon.
4. Tip back into the pan and add the puree and
cream cheese. Bring to a simmer over a low heat,
stirring to make a coating sauce. Season to taste.
5. Meanwhile cook pasta according to pack
instructions
6. Drain and mix all together.
7. Serve in individual dishes, scattered over with
grated cheese.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
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Pumpkin Pickle
Ideal for Christmas hampers. Ready after a month
and keeps for up to a year unopened. If you open it,
store in the fridge for a month.
(Start the day before you intend to make it. Peel and
de seed the squash and cut into 1cm pieces. Put in a
bowl and sprinkle with 2 tbls sea salt. Leave
overnight, rinse and drain after 24 hrs. This removes
excess water.)
600 gms prepared pumpkin or squash.
1 large chopped onion
2 eating apples, peeled, cored and chopped
2 tsps each of black mustard seeds, coriander seeds
and nigella seeds
200 gms granulated sugar
450 mls vinegar (I used cider vinegar) plus 200mls
water
2 Bay leaves
Thumb sized piece ginger peeled and grated.
Few chilli flakes if you like things hot.
1½ tsps turmeric
2 tbls plain flour.
Put clean jars to sterilise in oven at 140 degrees C. If
lids have rubber seals, boil them for 5 minutes to
sterilise, sooner than put them in the oven.
1. Put all prepared fruit and veg in a large pan with
the sugar, spices and other flavourings water and
vinegar.
2. Simmer for 8 minutes.
3. Take some of the liquid out and blend with the
turmeric and flour until smooth. Return to pan
and simmer for 5 minutes.
4. Carefully fill jars and put lids on tightly.
Liz Taylor
elzbieta9@gmx.co.uk
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PuZzLeR
Alpha-Griddle
Use compass directions to find the correct
locations for the missing letters of the alphabet.
When you have completed the grid, see if you
can discover the hidden city, country, river or
mountain.
Directions:
A is south of E: D is south of V
B is north of T and west of E
C is west of Y and south of G
E is west of S and south of J
F is west of O: G is east of P
H is east of J and north of O
I is east of U: W is east of B
L is south of B: M is north of Y
N is north of U: O is east of A
P is north of T: Q is west of V
R is west of C: Z is north of F
S is east of V and north of I
K is south of J and east of T
Y is east of T and south of V

Chuckles
So I went to a really trendy nightclub last
night.
The doorman said to me "Sorry mate, I
can’t let you in - you've had too many."
I said "What, drinks?"
He said "No, birthdays."
Bert and Fred were going back to Bert's
house, after leaving the pub.
3am they arrive at the door, greeted by
Bert's wife, with a rolling pin in her hand.
Fred says, "One hell of a woman you've
got there Bert. Not many women would be
up, baking at this time of the morning."
Bert and Fred are sitting in the pub. Bert
says,“How’s things at home now?“
Fred replies, “Not good. My wife spends
her evenings wandering round the pubs.”
Bert asks, “Is she an alcoholic? “
Fred says, “No, she’s looking for me.”

There was an old man from Peru
Who dreamt he was eating his shoe
He awoke in the night with a terrible fright
And found it was perfectly true.

(Click here for the answer on the last page)

There was an old man from Peru
Who found he had nothing to do
So he sat on the stairs and counted his hairs
And found he had seventy two.
There was an old man from Peru
Who tried to build a canoe
But once in the river
He found with a shiver
He hadn’t used waterproof glue.
There was a young man from Peru
Whose limericks stopped at line two.

Did you know?
The English language is quirky, and one of the
best examples of that is in the way we pronounce
Pacific Ocean.
Take your time to say it slowly, and you'll notice
that each 'c' is said differently—the first with an
's' sound, the second as a hard 'ÚÚ' sound, and
the third with a 'sh' sound.
27 Oct 2021
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Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond
George Freeman

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067
01953 600617

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK
George.Freeman.MP@Parliament.UK

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes
Report power cut
Report water leak
Report gas leak

01362 696870
0344 800 8020
0800 3163105
0800 771881
0800 111999

Breckland Council
Norfolk County Council
UK Power Networks
Anglian Water
National Grid

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

NHS Direct
N&NU Hospital

111
NHS Direct
01603 286 286 Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis
Scarning Art Club
Scarning Bowls Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Sonia Lee
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Tricia Foreman
Linda Jones
Clare Jones
Mike Ward
Harry Geary

07827 972163
01362 687492
07795 807967
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 687082
01362 288742
07889 077396
01362 652 935
07747 601437

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council
Member of Parliament

-

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
ScarningVH.Secretary@Gmail.Com
TimAbel.PMN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
PForeman4@Sky.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com
Mike@MDEward.Co.UK
HarryGeary65@Gmail.Com
-

www.ScarningPC.Info

A more comprehensive list of contacts can be found on the village website..

Village Events
Each Weds
Each Sun
Each Sun
Each Thurs
Mon 1st
Sat 6th
Sat 6th
Weds 10th
Sun 14th
Mon 15th
Fri 19th
Wed 24th

IB The Chippy
17.00-20.00
Free Tennis Sessions 10
.00-12.00
Church services
11.15
Scarning Art Club 09
.00-12.00
School Term starts
Coffee Morning
Waste Paper Coll.
The Weds Club
Remembrance Serv.
Parish Council
Dirty Donkey Do
WI meeting

Defibrillator Locations
Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

PuZzLeR

10.00-12.00
10.00-12.00
14.00-16.00
10.50
19.30
19.30
19.30

Full details of all even
ts are on Scarning.Info
website

Advertisements published in this newsletter do not
signify endorsement of goods or services.
Publication of articles does not necessarily imply
agreement with the author of the article.
The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any
item which, in his judgement, is not suitable for this
newsletter.
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That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for next edition is the 15th of November.
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