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elcome to the 3rd edition of The
Scarning Beacon and we hope
you’ve been enjoying them each month.

W

xciting news for pizza fans! On Thursday 12th
November, by kind permission of the Long
family, Pizza Roma will be serving delicious
handmade pizzas from their vintage caravan at the
Mid Norfolk Trailer garage on Dereham Road.

E

This is the very last edition to be
delivered to your door, so you will need
to get it electronically from now on. It
will always be free of charge.
We can email it to you, if you send us an
email to ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
We will never pass on your details to
anyone else, and you can stop receiving
the newsletter whenever you choose.
(But why would you want to do that?!!)
You can also download it from the village
website - www.Scarning.Info
We will also be posting links to The
Scarning Beacon each month on
Facebook and Nextdoor Scarning.
Remember, this is the last copy to be
delivered, so get it online, or send us
your email address!

They will be serving from 17.30 to 20.30 and you can
either order when you arrive, or pre-order by phoning/
texting 07770 283036. Their menu is available on
their Facebook page - Pizza Roma - and they have a
5* Hygiene Rating.
Please spread the word to ensure this evening is a
success, as this is a trial run and hopefully they will
have plenty of customers so that they will return every
month...
We would be interested to hear of other food outlets
who could also visit once a month, so please let us
know. It would be lovely to have something every
week, as my own cooking skills are very limited!
In the meantime, if you’re willing to wander over the
border to the Wild West (aka Wendling), The Fire Pit
Camp is now also offering pizzas between 17.0021.00 on Wednesdays to Sundays. Look for the menu
on their website - TheFirePitCamp.Co.UK

All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info
20 Oct 2020
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Curious Creatures
Ovum Giant Land Snails
he giant Western African land snail or
ovum (Archachatina marginata) is a species of airbreathing tropical land snail. They can grow up to 20 cm
long, and live up to 10 years.
The giant West African snail is one of the worst invasive
species in the world and is extremely devastating to any
species that it affects.Wild snails eat plants rapidly, which
often leads to property destruction and damage to
homes. In some countries it is illegal to keep any land
snails as pets as they often carry the parasitic rat lungworm
which can be harmful to humans.

T

My two snails eating a full size banana!

The snail feeds on a large variety of plants including
bananas, lettuce, peanuts, and peas, some of which are
important crops in certain economies. Snails can eat during
the day, but they prefer to eat at night, and are known to eat
up to 500 different species of plants. Snails that have
become domesticated typically consume food that is high
in protein (usually wet fish food) and low in fats, they also
benefit from blood worm. They should be fed every few
days, needing a constant supply of calcium which can be
given in the form of cuttlefish which keeps their shells
strong and also helps with regrowth.
Ovums are generally caught for the pet trade, so must be
quarantined for 12 days and fed red bell peppers twice a
week which will kill any lungworm they may have.
Their eggs require perfect conditions to hatch, they will lay
up to 40 eggs at a time.
Snails require a large tank with deep soil of around 6
inches, which benefits from being turned over weekly.
Fresh soil should be added monthly and tanks should not
be over crowded. They need very high humidity levels at
about 80%-90%, and temperatures of 26c-29c in the day
dropping to 23c-25c at night.
Ovum giant land snails are definitely not a beginners first
land snail as they do require near perfect high maintenance
conditions to live. They tend to be expensive costing
around £30 each for an adult and £20 for a juvenile. They
are not seen very often for sale in pet shops, but can be
found at reptile exhibitions such as Doncaster reptile show
which is held twice a year. I have two of these snails in my
collection of exotic animals.

ctober is an exciting month
here
at
Little
Owls
Scarning, where the children enjoy all
things autumnal and celebrate
Halloween too!! We have lots of
engaging activities on offer, such as
creating
autumn
headbands
(decorated with items collected on a
woodland walk) and having conker
races, as well as exploring habitats
and hibernation.

O

Each week throughout
October and November, a
weekly home learning
challenge will be placed on
our private Facebook page
for our families to enjoy at
home, to provide them with
activities and resources to
test their creativity with
their little ones! We also
encourage families to pop
photos on the Facebook
page or on their child’s Tapestry too so we can see the
lovely things that they have been up to at home.
We have an exciting Halloween party organised for the
children on Friday 30th October, with lots of spooky
surprises such as green jelly, finger sandwiches and
pumpkin craft too!!

Emma Carter
07749 026220
EmmaCarter87@RocketMail.Com

01362 690777
Mail@LittleOwlsScarning.Co.UK

20 Oct 2020
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Verse and Worse
carning resident Frank Foreman has been writing
poetry for some 6 years to raise money for Saints
Peter & Paul church and Parkinsons’ charities. Six
books have been completed and here is one of his
poems from his fifth book, “Reflections”.

S

One Hundred Years On
Twenty million dead in World War One
And twenty one million injured.
You cannot imagine the horrors of war
And the grief and the suffering endured.

We write this as we near the end of the first half-term.
420+ children have enjoyed a great start back after
the longest of school breaks!

You’d think that this would be a lesson to us.
To live in peace and unity
But World War Two sees Eighty million dead
An example of wars futility.
As is usual it’s the people that suffer.
And bear the brunt of our sorrow.
Is it too much to ask that we live in peace
And look for a brighter tomorrow?
But no, the poppies multiply fast
Each one representing a loved one.
Remembrance Day is a time to reflect
On the damage these actions have done.
© Copyright
2018 FJF
Books can be obtained from Frank at £5 each.
FForeman4@Sky.Com
01362 687082

DRESSING YOUR
HOME TO SELL
5) Do those DIY jobs
If there are DIY jobs that you’ve been putting off
for ages, start working your way through them.
Dripping taps, broken blinds, peeling paint and
squeaky hinges are all off-putting to buyers and
can be fixed quickly and easily.

01362 696895
20 Oct 2020

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Our new Reception classes are all attending full-time
and have settled in well. The highlight…well to be
honest, after the last few months, just seeing the good
ship Scarning up and running, with many things back
to normal has to be the highlight!
As the half-term
break approaches,
batteries will be
recharged and
then we will look
forward to that
busiest of times in
any primary
school - the lead
up to Christmas.
Nick King, Headteacher
Tel: 01362 692665 • Fax: 01362 692665 • Email:
Office@Scarning.Norfolk.Sch.UK
Any queries from public/parents please contact:
Caroline Denton 01362 692665

War does not determine who is right,
only who is left.
www.Scarning.Info
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The Beacon

The History of Scarning’s Beacon
n July 1988, a chain of beacons was lit throughout
England and Wales to celebrate the 400th
anniversary of the sighting of the Spanish Armada off
the coastline of England. The chairman of Scarning
Parish Council, Sydney Nurse, sadly died suddenly
just a few months later, on the 3rd January 1989, and
when there was talk of another beacon ceremony, his
close family and friends decided to commemorate his
death by creating a beacon for the people of Scarning.
Sydney was born in Scarning, lived at 4 New Inn
Lane, and passed his 11+ at the school nearby.

I

The metal brazier basket was formed by Sydney’s
brother Alan Nurse, and Peter Gee, in their
engineering workshop in Dereham, and the beacon
was erected at one of the highest points in the village
by the Parish Council.
The beacon was first used on 31st December 1992 as
part of Beacon Europe, when over 1000 beacons
across the twelve countries of the European
Community were lit, organised by the Queen’s
Pageantmaster, Bruno Peek from Gorleston.
Three years later the beacon was lit again in
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of VE Day in
1995. It has subsequently been lit on numerous
occasions since then - to celebrate the Millennium, the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee, Trafalgar Weekend in 2005,
and most recently the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
celebrations on June 4th 2012.

Your village
needs you!
We need your ideas, contributions, adverts,
suggestions and general help...
So, if you’d like to help or be involved in future
editions of The Scarning Beacon, in any way, shape
or form, or to simply place an advert, please make
contact ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
07836 675858
20 Oct 2020

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Dale Diary
am always sad when the Swallows and House
Martins leave and I think of the long journey and
dangers they will face and if we will see a reduction
in numbers as we did this year. It is certainly a sign
we are into autumn.

I

From nothing in the first four months of lock-down
July, August, and September have been unbelievable.
Saturday is changeover day and it is absolutely manic
to get ready for the new arrivals. It seems we shall be
busy until half term when things quieten down.
We've had an interesting selection of dogs Cockerpoos, French Bulldogs, Rough Collies,
Spaniels, a Pug and the ever popular Retrievers and
Labradors.
We seem to have seen a lot of the vets recently first
two of the horses, then one of the rabbits and sadly to
say goodbye to Winston, our 18 year old tabby cat. It
is always hard to make that decision but it was time.
I have to say that waiting in the wings are the two
black feral brothers who seem to have settled here and
are getting tamer by the day.
The other recent event was the return of the children's
swim club 'Little Snappers'. They seemed to be glad
to be back to something that was normal. It is hard
work for the trainers though as all the equipment has
to be sanitised between each group.
Jean MaGrath
01362 687269
Jean@ScarningDale.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Axe Lyrically

*

omething in me reacted when I first heard electric
guitar solos played on my transistor radio - it was
the sound of youth, the loud scream of exuberance;
and the wild expression of joy. Guitar sounds from
The Shadows, The Tornados, The Surfaris, Duane
Eddy all stirred a feeling of excitement in me and I
began my love affair with the electric guitar, or “axe”.

Or what about a first world war tank shape? Try the
Vox Phantom for size but again, difficult to play
sitting down.

S

I loved that it could be carried around on my shoulder
– unlike a piano – and that if I connected it with a lead
to my parents’ record player I could get a grainy, raspy
sound out of it, like the new, expensive ‘fuzz boxes’
that had appeared, and I could sound like my guitar
heroes.
Now, as every young guitar fan knows, an electric
guitar needs no soundbox to be heard, unlike the
‘Spanish’ guitars most of us began learning on; no
bulky body to get in the way. Now I could put on a
strap and I could stand up and strut, pose or dance
while I played - not easy at first, but boy did I practise!
I was free! ...well, except for the trailing lead that
connected the guitar to the necessary amplifier.
With the growth of rock and the electric guitar, new
body shapes appeared - there was no limit to the
imagination.
You want flash 50’s American car-style fins and
switches? Certainly – the Fender Stratocaster, with its
cutaway horns and slanted pickup, vibrato bridge and
‘whammy bar’.

There have been amazing shapes, designed to give
the required street cred to an aspiring guitar hero. I
have collected many throughout my playing career,
and also trained in restoring and repairing all guitars.
The Stratocaster remains my favourite shape, but
there have been so many other inventive shapes, pick
up types and colour palettes, along with sound effect
pedals that have expanded the early ‘fuzz box’.
There are a vast number of ways to create the magic
of an electric guitar sound.....but that is another story.
John McSkimming
01362 655192
jianmcs51@gmail.com

*

(adverb) - to talk enthusiastically about guitars.

Advertising
We will start accepting adverts from
January edition onwards.

You want a jet plane shape? Of course: how about
the Gibson Flying V? Don’t try sitting down to play
it though, you won’t be able to.

100% of all advertising fees will be
donated to local charities.
So, if you are a local business, you really
should place an advert - not only will you
be reaching your customers, but you’ll
also be helping worthy causes.
What’s not to like?!!
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

20 Oct 2020
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Rally Around
he early days of rallying for me consisted of
navigational events around the lanes in MidNorfolk and I started competing here in 1967 just a
few weeks after passing my driving test. The first two
rallies were limited to a maximum of twelve cars and
covered about 60 miles. I used my mother's Triumph
Herald, she thought I was doing a Youth Club
Treasure Hunt.

T

After gaining some experience I applied for a
competition licence from the RAC who governed
motorsport in those days and I entered a "restricted"
event for 120 cars, an all night event starting at
11.00pm and finishing 200 miles later at 6.00am the
next morning. It was organised by the Norwich Union
Motor Club and started from their social club at
Pinebanks just outside Norwich.
This was on public roads and farm tracks and the top
crews were in Mini Cooper S and Lotus Cortinas, I
was still in Mum's Herald, with no seat belts. I was
lucky to have a really good experienced navigator and
through teamwork we managed to finish 11th overall
and 1st novice.
The highlight for me was catching and passing a
Lotus Cortina and then pulling away from him after
he got “beached” on a tight hairpin junction with his
rear wheels off the tarmac!! This good result meant I
got my picture in the EDP, which was a surprise to
Mum and got me banned from driving the Herald!!

ver thought of joining your local WI group?
E
The Scarning ladies usually meet in the
village hall, at 7.30 on the last Wednesday of the
month. We have a friendly group of 33 members.
We have visiting speakers, who give talks and
demonstrations on a wide range of topics.
Sometimes we have a quiz or games and then
finish the evening with a social time when
refreshments are served and of course (it goes
without saying) there is cake!
Outings are arranged throughout the year. In
October we usually hold a very successful Craft
Day where WIs from the surrounding area join us
for a day of crafting.
If you would like to come along to a meeting you
would be most welcome. The annual
subscription for this coming year is £43.00
payable at April’s meeting. There are no other
meeting costs unless you wish to purchase a raffle
ticket of course.
But... this was all before Coronavirus hit us! We
have been unable to meet since February but we
have kept in contact via email. Our Federation
Office in Norwich has organised Zoom meetings
and speakers, so all is not lost!
As soon as we hear that the village hall is open we
shall start our meetings again.
For more information please call President
Linda Jones 01362 288742
Secretary
Jan Bell
01362 850777

I used all my savings to buy the cheapest Mini Cooper
I could find and set out to be Norfolk's answer to
Paddy Hopkirk........ (More next month)
Neil Parsons
07860 663678
e11snp@icloud.com

20 Oct 2020

he club has started meeting at our new winter
times of Sunday mornings, between 10-12. We’ve
had a few new faces still coming along, always good
to see. Remember the courts are open free for the
remainder of this year and it’s been good to get
outside as and when the weather permits and make the
most of them.
Both courts have recently been sprayed, which should
sort out the moss which has appeared in the recent wet
weather.
Clare Jones
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com

T

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

www.Scarning.Info
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Scarning
Church

Churchwarden’s report

t the beginning of October we returned to having
weekly Sunday services, at our normal time of
11.15, and unless we have another lockdown we aim
to continue with this. As the church is spacious, social
distancing [with masks] isn't a problem. The rules
currently say that group singing isn't allowed, so at the
moment we have hymns but someone sings them solo,
which is allowed. We have a number of good singers
in the congregation and two of them have been taking
turns, which lifts the service enormously.

A

Your Village Hall
ollowing a Meeting of the Trustees of
F
Scarning Village Hall and Estate Trust held on
Tuesday 13th October the Trust confirms that, as
circumstances are becoming more profound, the
Hall will, regrettably, continue to remain closed
for the foreseeable future.
The Trust has not, however, been resting on its
laurels during this temporary closure but has been
taking the opportunity to upgrade and improve
the all-round facilities available to our valued
hirers.

One challenge that we face is that our team ministry is
very short of staff. One of our two team vicars retired
earlier in the year, and we don't know when she will
be replaced. We also currently don't have a curate, the
church office isn't functioning as it normally would,
and many of our lay readers and retired clergy are
unavailable due to the virus situation. So our rector
and one team vicar are covering the needs of eight
parishes, including Scarning, which is a big task,
though one which they are coping with magnificently.
Do remember that this is your church, no matter
whether you are a regular member of the congregation
or not. We are open Sunday afternoons and Monday
to Wednesday 09.30 to 16.00 and if you would like to
visit, whether to pray or just to sit quietly for a while
away from the cares of the everyday world, you are
very welcome to do so. We will go back to being open
every day of the week as soon as we can, and the
situation is under constant review.
Tim Farnham
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
07831 106246
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK

The wooden floor in the main hall - 118 years old
- has been expertly renovated and treated,
preserving its natural grain and looks like new.
The walls and ceiling have also been redecorated
which certainly gives a lighter and brighter
ambience to the Hall. These measures will aid
our efforts to maintain the premises to the best of
our ability and to ensure our hirers/users are in as
safe a Covid secure and hygienic environment as
we can hope to provide. Improvements to the
toilets and kitchen are also work-in-progress.
Your continued loyalty is of great importance to
us and we very much look forward to welcoming
you back in the future.
Meanwhile, the Trustees wish you well - stay
safe.
Bookings Clerk: Nick Hartley 01362 687492
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
Secretary:

D_Wales@Sky.Com

Scarning Fen - this looks amazing in colour,
so read the online version of the Beacon!
20 Oct 2020

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

Donna Wales 07514 343708

www.Scarning.Info
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SCARNING 🔔
BELL RINGERS
mentioned in a previous item that we had been
chiming the church bells occasionally during the
period when normal ringing was not allowed. This is
done by means of a thing with the unlikely name of an
Ellacombe apparatus.

I

and there are thought to be about 400 in working order
in the UK.
Whilst ringing 'rounds' i.e. the bells sounding in
descending order, is not too difficult, ringing the
'methods' that many ringers aspire to quickly becomes
fiendishly complex. Effectively you have to ring the
line for each of the six bells simultaneously, rather
than just that for your own bell. This would be an ideal
hobby for the character Data, from Star Trek, but for
us normal mortals it remains a tantalisingly tricky
activity.
Tim Farnham
07831 106246
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
ScarningBellRingers

he children at Scarning Pre School have been
enjoying lots of Autumnal play including conker
rolling, leaf art and decorating pumpkins. Staff
members visited Algy’s
Farm to get pumpkins
and we have had a few
donations from parents.
We have had a different
type of fundraising event
this half term selling
bags of Halloween crafts
and sweets. This has
raised over £100 for the
Pre School. The children
seem excited about
Halloween and we wish
our families a spooky
half term.

T
Essentially it is a system to allow stationary bells to be
rung by striking them with fixed hammers, very
similar to the one that strikes the hours for the clock.
This is done not from up in the belfry but at ground
floor level, using a system of cords and pulley wheels
that allow one person to ring all six bells in complete
safety. The sound is softer and quieter than the normal
'full-circle' ringing, but not unpleasant to the ear. The
photograph shows the console in our church, where
you stand to ring.
The odd name comes from the Revd. Ellacombe, who
invented the system about 200 years ago. The Revd.
Ellacombe disapproved of the activities of his bell
ringers, and thought they should ring only for church
services rather than whenever they felt like it, and
without their customary jugs of beer and pipes.
Having sacked the ringers he devised a set-up so that
one person could do the same thing alone. It caught on
and they were installed all over the country. Many
have subsequently been removed, but ours survived,
20 Oct 2020

ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com

We still have a few spaces in our 3-4 year old room –
if you are interested in your child joining us please
contact us for a Registration Form.
Scarning Pre School
01362 699360
Office@ScarningPreSchool.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Got Someþing
To Say?
Do you have an interesting hobby,
or do an unusual job?
Are you a keen photographer, or an artist?
Do you write poems or short stories?
Are you a member of a local club
or organisation?
Do you have some amusing anecdotes
or tall-tales to tell?
Do you have the knowledge to set a pub-quiz?
If so, we’d love for you to send us your contributions
- ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
The Scarning Beacon is your village newsletter, and
without your contributions it would be nothing.

Book Club?
Are you feeling apprehensive about the coming
winter months with all the COVID-19 restrictions
currently in place, and possible further restrictions yet
to come?
We’re wondering if people would like to have a book
club either permanently, or at least for the next few
months. Book clubs encourage the discovery of new
authors and can give leisure reading more purpose,
but more importantly keeps you in touch with likeminded people. Depending on the restrictions,
meetings could in person, or online discussions
(Zoom/Hangouts/Teams etc) or WhatsApp or just
email.
If you know of an existing club, or would like to form
one, send your details to The Scarning Beacon and we
can put you in touch with each other.
For more practical activities, or just a chat, Dereham
Mens Shed might also be worth investigating DerehamMensShed.Org.UK or Facebook.
If you have any suggestions of other activities people
can safely do over the winter months, please let The
Beacon know and we'll gladly spread the word.
20 Oct 2020
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ON THE
DOORSTEP
t has been a funny old year and
Imuch
we have all found ourselves very
focussed on our own homes.
My sister and I have found that our
new porch has been very useful for
connecting with the neighbourhood
as we can put up posters, etc.
We took part in the “Bear Hunt” to give everyone
something to look for as they did their daily walk,
with a variety of bears who got joined by a number of
friends as time went by. One bear still remains,
sporting one of the face masks that my sister makes.
We are getting ready now for the “Halloween Trail” as
has been suggested on various Facebook pages; we
don’t want people to knock but the idea of children
going out to see how many pumpkins they can see and
then being rewarded by their parents sounds a good,
safe alternative.
Occasionally, we have extended into the front garden,
joining other neighbours celebrating VE day in May
and last month doing our bit for World-wide Spin in
Public Day by taking our spinning wheels out there.
We
have
run
a
Community
Library
throughout
the summer
but
the
onset of the
Autumn
s t o r m s
means the
books, etc.
are having
to come in. Some of them at least will need to go to
local charity shops (let us know if you can find a good
home for them) but we hope to be back in operation
next Easter.
We found ourselves with a surplus of pots following
our Mother’s death from dementia so put them out for
donations along with my surplus plants. We would
like to thank all those who contributed the £48 which
I have been able to send to Dementia UK in her name.
There are still plants on the doorstep for anyone who
would like them along with a few pots.
Susan Cranmer
Fox Covert Road
www.Scarning.Info
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The actual value of any ‘vintage’ valve radio from late
1950s or earlier, or early-transistor sets from the late
1950s or early 1960s depends upon what someone
will pay for it and this is influenced by the following:
Found an old radio in the loft?
any of us have been spending a lot more time in
our homes of late and this has had people
scurrying into their lofts, sheds and garages and
finding things they no longer need. Maybe there might
be an old radio once belonging to a long-gone relative
or an electrical test-meter which was owned by an
uncle who used to be in the trade.

M

As I have been a collector of this kind of thing for
many years I regularly get enquiries about their value
and what can be done with them so here are a few tips.
Please bear in mind that modern electrical safety
requirements are much more stringent than they used
to be. Any electrical item which has not been used for
many years, and perhaps not stored in a favourable
environment, should not be connected to mains power
unless it has been checked for safety by someone who
knows what they are doing. Though nothing really
disastrous is going to happen if you put batteries into
a transistor radio.
My
first
thought is
what would
the original
owner liked
to
have
done with
it? Is it to be
sold
or
given away,
perhaps to a
museum?
If the radio
is complete
and in good
working
order
I
w o u l d
normally
suggest
auctioning it on eBay.co.uk as you will have a very
large number of potential bidders. Bear in mind that
large radios and radiograms often sell very cheaply, if
at all, and that vintage electronic test equipment now
superseded by technically superior modern
equivalents is often worth very little. Don’t be fooled
by the prices that other people are asking; if you tick
the completed items selection box you will see that
many items remain unsold.
20 Oct 2020
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- desirability of the model
- demand
- number for sale
- working or tested
- completeness
- physical condition
- cost of transport
eBay can work well, if you have got the time to
photograph, pack, work out delivery costs, answer
questions (sometimes from people who never bid),
parcel, post or arrange for courier, and this can take a
lot of time. It can be a challenge if you don't have
technical knowledge of the items you're selling. You
might also consider the likes of Freegle, Facebook

Marketplace, Nextdoor etc.
There are organisations run by enthusiasts for
enthusiasts such as BVWS and Radiophile who will
help dispose of your collection by auction, knowing
that they are going to good homes rather than
speculators on sites such as eBay. BUT unless the
radios are especially collectible the prices raised can
be pitiful, primarily because the only bidders are those
in the room, only a few of whom actually bid for
anything but go along for interest and for the few nonauction sales tables for bits and bobs. Many sets sell
(or are unsold) even at a fiver, which is no more than
at a car boot sale.
Richard Allan
Radio@RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.RichardsRadios.Co.UK
www.Scarning.Info
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Through The
Garden Gate
ell, we certainly have had our fair share of
rain! Rain, Rain, go away. I still have a few
jobs left to do in my borders, but it’s far too wet
to tramp the soil. I’m busy taking lower branches
off a few large shrubs to make way for more
planting of hardy perennials and bulbs.

W

If you are not a lover of the Gladioli, which for
some, may appear a little blousy, then try the
Gladiolus Papillio-Ruby or Papillion. This
variety is a lot more delicate and much prettier.

There is an abundance of colour choice in both
these showy plants ideally positioned in an area
without colour. This will definitely bring a smile
to your face as you wander or look out onto your
garden, until the frosts come.
Cutting back now is ideal as plants are dormant.
This will strengthen them for the coming months,
in order to give you their best next year. Don’t cut
Hydrangeas or Spring flowering shrubs or trees.
Keep weeding, and in the coming weeks we will
be placing horse manure on our main bed. We are
doing this now as we didn’t do it in early spring.
This will protect the plants and keep moisture and
goodness in the soil.
Now is also a good time to replenish, tidy and
split pots you have in the garden all year. Remove
all weeds from the plant, split if necessary, cut all
old dead bits out and repot with fresh compost. I
usually cover the compost with coloured glass,
marbles or grit This keeps the moisture in and
when watering stops the soil splashing and
making a mess. I have also on larger pots kept the
Oyster shells to use in the same way.
Thoughts are looking to protect your plants and
pots at this time. Those pots that are too big to
move, cover with fleece or bubble wrap. I bring
most of my pots into my unheated greenhouse and
brick buildings.
October-November sees very cold weather and
gardening is very minimal, if at all. But this
doesn’t stop us having fun with Pumpkins. As
well as the children having fun making faces, we
can use them as a container for planting.
Succulents, Heathers, Grasses and for berries try
the ‘Beauty Berry’ Callicarpa. This will
compliment the orange of the pumpkin as the
berries are a lovely purple.
Wrap up warm, there is much to do in our gardens
before they sleep.

Happy gardening.
One of my Autumnal pots I have planted up with
the Ornamental Brassica Cabbage, along with
the colourful Heathers.

Corinne Steward
CorinneASteward@Gmail.Com

(Another photo which looks best online - hint, hint!)

20 Oct 2020
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Scarning
Church

Team Rector’s report

Remembrances and thoughts
ovember is always full of remembrances. At the
start of the month we have All Saints and All
Souls days which has seen churches hosting services
of thanksgiving for those who have died in recent
years. Remembrance Sunday is about looking back to
not only the First and Second World Wars but more
recent conflicts too. Remembrance Sunday has
become more important in recent years as we marked
the centenary years of World War 1. We remember in
November. We even remember the passing summer as
winter sets in.

N

All of us will remember
this year. We have never
known ‘lockdown’ or
‘pandemic’ in our lives.
We have no idea how the
virus will spread and the
effects it will have on our
physical health as well as
our mental and spiritual
wellbeing. It was one thing
being locked down in a
mild spring but another in
dark winter. I hope if
further lockdowns are
implemented our churches
will remain open and
accessible for those who
need to come in and pray
and to get grounded.

ways of living and we will emerge more able to love
God, our neighbours and ourselves.
Covid has made huge changes in how we mix and
mingle. This year’s Remembrance Sunday will be
much scaled down and limited to the individuals who
have wreaths to be laid and not groups. There will be
no parades to church or large gatherings. Just a simple
act of remembering. It is not known yet how the
national act of remembering will happen at the
Cenotaph in Westminster but it will no doubt be
smaller than previous years. We will still be holding
our Sunday services in the churches after a short time
of remembering and keeping silence at the War
Memorials, but they cannot be the large mass
gatherings of previous years.
Every year we hold a Service of Remembrance and
Thanksgiving for the Departed at the start of
November and invite family
and friends to come to a
service at St Nicholas’ church
in Dereham on a Sunday
afternoon. Names would be
read out and candles lit.
This year has been one of the
most painful and hardest for
families who have been
denied the funeral they would
have wanted. I do not feel it
fair, kind, or helpful to have
to restrict who can or cannot
come to such a Memorial
service because of social
distance rules. We have been
through so much pain which
does not need to be
reinforced.

It was only a week ago I
was preaching on Psalm
23. ‘The Lord is my
shepherd’, starts the wellknown psalm, as it goes on
to describe a journey of being guided through ‘death’s
dark veil’ to new and fresh pastures. It struck me then
that we are on a journey though unfamiliar territory
and it does feel quite frightening and dark with no end
it sight. The psalmist’s prayer is one of faith and hope
which, despite the fear of the present, knows God will
guide the writer to a better future. It is my prayer that
our faith will increase, that God will show us better

Many people value this time
of remembering. For some it
is the realisation that they are
not alone and that there are
others on the same journey,
for others their faith is strengthened and for others it
is an appropriate way of remembering and being
thankful for a loved one.

20 Oct 2020
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Rev Paul Cubitt
Team Rector
01362 694107
RevPCubitt@BTInternet.Com
DerehamAndDistrictTeam.Org.UK
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She Talks A Lot
Scarning A otments
utumn is a difficult time on the allotment; there
A
are crops to harvest and beds to prepare but the
wet and windy weather has meant that I am not keen
to do it! In addition, I’m running out of space in the
freezer. However, it always feels good to bring home
a good range of food, especially when it turns into that
evening’s meal!

Finally, this is the time for getting some preparation
done for crops next year. Onions need planting now,
as does garlic, which benefits from being in the
ground during frosts. Winter planting of peas and
broad beans should give an early crop next year. The
rhubarb is almost ready to have pots put over them in
order to encourage forced shoots for earlier crops, too.
Susan Cranmer
Fox Covert Road

Thorny Snippets
here would we be without our litter pickers? A
special thank you to Garry, Nicki and Judith
who scoured the Water Meadow for discarded litter.
Garry went the extra mile by wading in the stream to
recover rubbish that had been thrown in there. With
several waste bins on the meadow it is sad to see
rubbish just left anywhere so please use the bins or
take your rubbish home with you. The highlight of the
morning was to see an Egret up in a tree keeping a
watchful eye on the pickers.

W

I found an old packet of ornamental gourd seeds that
I planted and they have done very well – so well in
fact that I’m not quite sure what to do with them all.
My mother used to dry them to add to flower
arrangements but I think these will just be part of the
Halloween display. The autumn squash are ready for
harvesting too, so there will be some pumpkin carving
to do.
I have a variety of plans for the coming weeks:
Firstly, I want to make sure that each bed is well dug
as I finish harvesting; although the weeds grow more
slowly during winter, I’d still like to get them in good
shape for spring. I would also like to get some
manure on them; I have a friend who keeps alpacas
and I am welcome to any amount of manure I care to
cart away! It is not quite as good as horse manure but,
on the other hand, it doesn’t have to be well rotted
before it can be used. The autumn raspberries are
finished now so I will be cutting back this year’s canes
ready for the new ones to grow in the spring.
I still have a variety of things to harvest: leeks,
parsnips, carrots, etc plus the Jerusalem artichokes.
They are a member of the sunflower family so I get
flowers in the summer and then can harvest the roots;
I think there will be more than I can reasonably use
myself so I can see I shall be putting some out for
people to help themselves! An interesting addition to
other roasted root crops.
20 Oct 2020
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Was it an invasion or perhaps a military exercise?
Lately around the estate there have been men in hi-vis
vests hiding behind barriers on the paths whilst
looking underground. Was this something sinister ?
Truth of the matter is that it was contractors for BT
preparing us for the joys of super fast broadband. Yes
you read that right-super fast broadband is on its way.
Given the current COVID restrictions the timing of
this could not be better as we rely more and more on
a fast and reliable internet connection. Be good to
hear from you as to what difference it makes over the
next couple of months. Things here already seem
quicker or maybe my fingers are working quicker on
the keyboard!!.
Finally we would appreciate your help from those
who live on Welden Road. With more people staying
at home because of COVID there has been an increase
in cars parked on the road. Some have been parked
opposite junctions (such as Primrose Close) which
causes a hazard to other motorists and pedestrians.
Please think about where you park as it helps keep us
safe.
Ian Semmons
Blackthorn Drive
07733 168283
I.Semmons@BTInternet.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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cApiTal offeNce
e’ve had a number of comments about our use
of capital letters in email and website addresses.

W
aving had a lovely holiday turned out in the fields
grazing during lockdown, our horses here in
Scarning have been really busy since our re-opening.
We are now back to our normal schedule of lessons,
taking all the necessary covid precautions.

H

Our Manor Farm
team have been
amazing, coping
with all the extra
cleaning duties,
but they have
been so happy to
be
able
to
continue
to
provide
this
wonderful
outdoor activity
to all our valued
customers. They
have also worked
tirelessly
to
introduce a new
online
booking
system which has
helped us comply
with the social
distancing rules
by keeping our
previously busy
office closed.
“Penny” - a new addition to the Manor Farm team
With the weather starting to deteriorate and the nights
drawing in, it won’t be long before the horses are
tucked up in their stables for the night, giving their
muddy fields a rest! They are already getting used to
lessons in our floodlit arenas and the rugs at night to
keep them warm. Very soon the sheep will be on our
hay fields grazing any re-growth down before the
winter frosts.
Gaynor Archer
01362 693344
Office@ManorFarm-RidingSchool.Com
www.ManorFarm-RidingSchool.Com
20 Oct 2020
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Email and website addresses aren’t case sensitive, and
never have been. As long as you spell it correctly, it
will work.
So, scarningbeacon.gmail.com works just the same
as ScarningBeacon.Gmail.Com or even
sCarnIngbEacOn@gmAil.cOm . But some are easier
to read than others.
People reading out their email address to somebody,
followed by the usual mantra “all in lower case”, are
wasting their breath. They may as well say “all in
capital letters”, or “all in whatever takes your fancy”
- it really doesn’t matter!
But capital letters were invented, and are used in
normal writing, for a very good reason - to make it
easier to read and comprehend, and also to avoid
misunderstandings.
Printing JoeBloggsTherapist@Gmail.Com avoids the
risk that somebody might think that Joe is a convicted
sex offender - unlike joebloggstherapist@gmail.com!

Coffee Morning
egrettably, as stated last month, Coffee Mornings
R
are still on hold for the foreseeable future as our
first and foremost priority is to ensure that everyone
stays safe during these difficult Covid-19 times.
As a new initiative, there will now be a selection of
books/DVDs in the Church, together with an honesty
box, for those who may need something to while away
those cold winter evenings - all proceeds will be for
Scarning Church.
If anyone has a compelling read or enjoyable DVD
they would care to donate, please feel free to leave
them discreetly by the book shelves in the Church and
we will deal with them. I hasten to add we are unable
to accommodate whole boxes of them but would take
this opportunity to thank you, in advance, for your
kind donation.
Meanwhile, take care and stay safe.
Tricia Foreman
01362 687082
FForeman4@Sky.Com
www.Scarning.Info
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Mobile Library
This service has restarted and the next visit is
Nov 17th, 10.25-10.40am opposite the Playing
Field on Shipdham Lane.
Dereham Library has also reopened, and full
details are here.

Scarning’s bin days are
usually Tues & Weds, but
please check here for full
details.
Dereham
Recycling Centre
details are here.

carning
S
Parish Council
he Council held it’s monthly meeting on the
19th Oct via Zoom and a wide range of
matters regarding Scarning were discussed.
We hope to be able to install a new bench and
litter/dog bin either side of the central path,
leading from Blackthorn Drive, at the Water
Meadows. The bench will be made from
recycled plastic and should be largely
maintenance free.
There are definite plans for the Mobile Library
to make a second stop within the village - at
School Plain - though we don’t know when this
service will start.
The Fire Service have agreed that the school
crossing patrol at the Dereham Road/
Draytonhall Lane junction should continue,
which is a huge sigh of relief. If you would like
to be the new “lollipop man/woman”, watch out
for the job advert.
The next Council meeting will be on 16th
November, via Zoom. If you wish to attend,
please let our Clerk know.

T

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
www.ScarningPC.Info
01362 687492
20 Oct 2020
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Water
Meadows
T
he Parish Council is applying for match funding
in order to replace the wooden fence around the
small children's play area in the centre of the Water
Meadows, near to Blackthorn Drive. The proposal is
to replace the damaged wooden fence with a new
metal one, including self closing gates.
We are keen to hear your views with regards to other
improvements to the Water Meadows. If you have any
ideas for new pieces of equipment, or changes that
you would like to see, please contact the Parish Clerk
at ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com or 01362 687492

Scarning FuelAllotment Charity
carning Fuel Allotment Charity is a small charity
run for the benefit of those who live in the village
who are facing hardship, need or distress.
Each year, the charity has a small fund from which it
can make grants.
If you know a worthy recipient, please write to the
clerk of the charity at Oakleigh House, Shipdham
Lane, Scarning, NR19 2LB.
Please note you cannot nominate yourself.

S

Litter ck
Pi
e had a very successful litter pick last month,
despite the dismal weather, and between the
twelve of us, collected nearly thirty bags of rubbish
from around the village. There were one or two tyres,
some sand bags, and a ride on toy, but 99.9% of the
rubbish was food or drink related. Why don’t people
who consume energy drinks have the energy to find a
bin afterwards?

W

We haven’t set a date for the next organised litter pick
yet, but in the meantime, if you’d like to keep your
area of Scarning litter free, we have some spare
pickers for you to use. Please contact Nick
ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com or 01362 687492.
www.Scarning.Info
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Cookery
Corner
Sloe You Down, Bor! - Norfolk Sloe Gin
Sloes are the small, plum-like fruit of blackthorn, which is
commonly found in Norfolk hedgerows. The sloes
themselves have a very distinctive dark blue colour, often
with a grey bloom. They are often the size of large
blueberries, but I’ve seen some this year the size of large
black kalamata olives.
Traditionally, sloes
should be picked
after the first few
frosts of autumn,
which helps to
break the tough
skins.
An
alternative is to use
a thorn from the
blackthorn bush to
prick holes in the
sloes.
(Really?
Somebody has too
much time on their
hands!) An easier method is to pick the sloes on a warm
autumnal day, and then pop them in your freezer. I’ve also
successfully microwaved them, which also does an
excellent job of breaking the skins to release the flavours.
Don’t get too fussed about exact quantities, but I use
around 2kg of washed sloes, 1kg of sugar and 3L of the
cheapest gin I can find (Aldi or Lidl usually).
Put all the ingredients into a suitable airtight container. I
find 5 litre water bottles are ideal - hot water bottles less so,
as they give the gin a distinctive flavour. Give the bottle
vigorous shakes during the first couple of days to dissolve
the sugar, and then store in a dark place for at least three
months.
The hardest part is waiting for three months before
sampling the gin. Also, if you want to give some of the
sloe gin as Christmas presents, you’ll need even more
patience, as you’ll have to keep the gin for over a year.
However, if you use the freezer method, you could simply
leave the sloes in the freezer until next September and then
produce the gin ready for Christmas 2021.
The sloes can be reused again to make a second batch of
gin. Or, if you like really strong flavours, you can pop the
used sloes into ice cube trays with melted dark chocolate,
but watch your teeth on the stones when you eat them later!
Removing the stones is an option, and is a tedious job, but
might save a trip to the dentist.
Drink Responsibly. (Or at least use a glass)
Chris Farnham
20 Oct 2020
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Chestnut Sausages
400 gms cooked chestnuts—you can buy them vacuum
packed, if you don’t happen to have your own tree.
250 gms firm tofu - mashed up
1 onion - grated or processed
2 1/2 tsp of sage finely chopped
1 tsp thyme or rosemary - finely chopped
125 gms strong hard cheese grated
1 tbsp soya sauce
Juice of half a lemon
Half tsp chilli powder or flakes
1 egg
200-250 gms of fine white breadcrumbs

I process everything - do the breadcrumbs first and keep to
one side. Then do the herbs, onion and put in a bowl with
the mashed tofu.
Process the chestnuts to a fine crumb and put in the bowl.
Add grated cheese and seasonings.
Put in about half the breadcrumbs with the egg and use
hands to combine. If you can shape them that’s fine - if it’s
too soft to hold shape, add more breadcrumbs.
When shaped, lay on a tray that fits in your freezer and
open freeze, packing them later when frozen. Freeze
remaining breadcrumbs to coat them in before frying or
baking.
I make about approx. 16 plump sausages rather than 30
“chipolata” size, as I think it’s too fiddly.
Also, I open freeze them, then pack them in boxes to use
when needed. They handle better from frozen when you
come to fry or bake them. I brush them with oil when
frozen, roll them in dry breadcrumbs and roast them.
I serve it with a spicy tomato chutney.
Liz Taylor

If you have any recipes you’d like to share with
your neighbours, please send them to us ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com.
www.Scarning.Info
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PuZzLeR
Fitting Words
In this miniature crossword, the clues are listed
randomly and are numbered for convenience
only. It is up to you to figure out the placement of
the 9 answers. To help you out, we've inserted one
letter in the grid, and this is the only occurrence
of that letter in the completed puzzle.
Clues
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Capital city of France
Member of a cast
Learning method
and carrots
Vassal
Ledge
Curved part of the foot
Wear away
False god

Chuckles
A little girl was sitting next to her grandfather
as he read her a bedtime story. From time to
time, she would take her eyes off the book and
reach up and touch his wrinkled cheek. She
touched her own cheek after she touched his.
After a little while of thinking she asked.
“Grandpa, did God make you?”
He looked at her and said, “Yes. Sweetheart,
God made me a long time ago.”
She paused for a few seconds and then asked,
“Grandpa, did God make me too?”
He replied, “Yes indeed Pumpkin, God made you
just a little while ago.”
Feeling their respective faces again, she
whispered to him, “God’s getting better at it,
isn’t he?”

I

Answers on the last page
I can still remember what my late grandad said
to me - “Sorry I'm late”

Know Your Scarning
Road Names
1 You might get a starring role - but it’s unlikely
at present
8
2 Look for a bird of prey hovering nearby 7, 5
3 A superior address? 5, 5
4 Sounds like the cart might have a heavy load for
the horse 11, 4
5 A dark blue property for £350 4, 4
6 In memory of a local author who called
Scarning “Arcadia” 7, 5
7 Might West Bromwich Albion feel at home here?
8 On the up, twice 4, 4
9 Where Daniel Farke might seek additional
help for his team 5, 4
10 Increase the quantity of peas for dinner? 7, 4

8, 5

Answers on the last page
20 Oct 2020
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Useful Contacts
Scarning Parish Council
Breckland Council

Nick Hartley
Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett
William Richmond

01362 687492
07500 818315
07788 381773
07717 868067

Report Fly tipping
Report Potholes

01362 696870 Breckland Council
0344 800 8020 Norfolk County Council

Police

101 or 999

Norfolk Constabulary

Scarning WI
Scarning Tennis Club

Janet Newell
Nick Hartley
Donna Wales
Tim Abel
Tim Farnham
Sue Rockley
Linda Jones
Clare Jones

07827 972163
01362 687492
07514 343708
01362 851116
07831 106246
01362 694886
01362 288742
07889 077396

Dereham Town Council
NickLouise.Hartley@BTInternet.Com
D_Wales@Sky.Com
TimAbel.PWN@Gmail.Com
Tim@FarnhamFarms.Co.UK
SueRockley84@Gmail.Com
Jones.Lynn@Tiscali.Co.UK
ScarningTennisClub@Gmail.Com

Village Website

www.Scarning.Info

Parish Council Website

Norfolk County Council

Community Car Scheme
Village Hall Bookings
Village Hall Secretary
Scarning Allotments
St Peter & St Paul’s Church

ScarningClerk@BTInternet.Com
Lynda.Turner@Breckland.Gov.UK
Paul.Hewett@Breckland.Gov.UK
William.Richmond@Norfolk.Gov.UK

www.ScarningPC.Info

Please let us know of any other contacts that could be included

Defibrillator Locations

Sundays

Co-Op
Scarning School
Village Hall

November

Tennis Club

10.00-12.00

Church services 11.1
5-12.15
Mon 2nd School term
starts
Thu 8th Pizza Rom
a
17.30-20.30
Mon 16th Parish Co
uncil
19.00-20.30
Tue 17th Mobile Li
brary 10.25-10.4
0
Let us know of an ev
ent which should be he
re!

The

Scarning
Beacon

20 Oct 2020

PuZzLeR

Answer:

Know Your Scarning

P
E
A
S

A
R
C
H

R I S
O D E
T O R
E L F

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Broadway
Kestrel Close
Grand Close
Draytonhall Lane
Park Lane (value and colour in Monopoly)
Jessopp Close (Dr Augustus Jessopp was Rector of Scarning
and Head of Norwich School)
7. Hawthorn Drive (They play at The Hawthorns)
8. Hill Rise
9. Coach Lane
10. Podmore Lane

That’s all folks. S� you next monþ!
All Enquiries - 07836 675858
ScarningBeacon@Gmail.Com
www.Scarning.Info

The last submission date for next edition is the 15th of November
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